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Preface

This new edition of the Minidictionary for Nurses, first published
as the Pocket Dictionary for Nurses, provides, in some 11,000
entries, explanations of the terms and concepts likely to be
encounlered by nurses, therapists, radiographers, and those'in
similar professions during the course of their work. In addition
to terms relating specifically to the nursing profession and the
nursing process, there are many entries in the fields of medicine,
surgery, anatomy and physiology, endocrinology, psychiatry,
and pharmacology. For this edition, many new terms have been
added, including those from advanced life-support systems,
paediatrics, the theory and practice of nursing, and the
reorganization of the NHS. Entries for many new drugs have
been included, and drug names have been revised in accordance
with the recently implemented EC directlve on the use of
recommended International Non-proprietary Names (rINNs).

Each entry contains a pronunciation gulde, the part of speech,
and a concisely written deftnition. The pronunclallon guide,
which is described in detail on page viii, follows that used in the
Oxford Paperback Dictionary and provides an easy and accessible
guide to correct pronunciation without the use of special
symbols. Most delinitions comprise a single sentence, but, where
necessary, further explanation is given. Many terms in medicine
are used in combinalion (for example acute abscess, apical
abscess, etc.) and each of these phrases is treated as a separate
definition within the main entry (abscess in this example).
Derived terms (for example, adjectives derived from nouns}) are
not normally included as separate entrles except where their
meanings cannot be deduced from the words from which they are
derived. Instead they are listed at the end of the definition of the
parent word togetherwvith the part of speech and, where
necessary, a pronunciation guide.



The Appendices include a comprehensive selection of tables of
reference values for biochemical data, obtained [rom the Oxford
Textbook of Medicine (fourth edition, 2003), together with lables of
SI units, conversion tables to and from other systems of units,
and formulae for calculating drug doses. Several new appendices
have been added for this edition, including a comprehensive list
of web site addresses for health-care organizalions.

In the preparation of this dictionary a range of entries has been
adapted from the Concise Medical Dictionary, first published by
the Oxford University Press in 1980 (sixth edition published 2002).

E.A M.
2003
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Pronunciation Guide

A pronunciation guide is given in brackets after the entry word
and before the part of speech. Words of two or more syllables are
broken up into small unils, usually of one syllable, separated by
. hyphens. The stressed syllable in a word of two or more syllables
is shown In bold type.
The sounds represented are as follows:

a as in back (bak), active (ak-tiv)

4 as in abduct (3b-dukt), gamma (gam-3)
ah as in after (ahf-ter), palm (pahm)

air as in aerosol (air-6-sol), care (kair)

ar as in tar (1ar), heart (hart)

aw as in jaw (jaw), gall (gawl)

ay as in mania (may-nia), grey (gray)

b as in bed (bed)

ch as in chin (chin)

d as in day (day)

eas inred (red)

€ as in bowel (bow-él)

ee as in see (see), haem (heem), caffeine (kaf-een)
eer as in fear (feer), serum (seer-im)

er as in dermal (der-mal), labour (lay-ber}
ew as in dew (dew), nucleus (new-kli-is)
ewr as in pure (pewr), dura (dewr-d)

[ as in [at (fat), phobia (foh-bia), cough (kof)
g as in gag (gag)

h as in hip (hip)

i as in fit (it), acne (ak-ni), reduction (ri-duk-shén)
L as in eye (1), angiitis (an-ji-I-tis)

j as in jaw (jaw), gene (jeen), ridge (rij)

k as in kidney (kid-ni), chlorine (klor-een)
ks as in toxic (toks-ik)

kw as in quadrate (kwod-rayt)

las in liver (liv-er)



m as in milk (milk)

nas innit (nit)

ng as in sing (sing)

nk as in rank (rank), bronchus (bronk-us)
o as in pot (pot)

d as in buttock (but-6k)

oh as in home (hohm), post (pohst)

oi as in boil (boil)

00 as in food (food), croup (kroop), fluke (flook)
oor as in prurltus (proor-I-iis)

or as in organ (or-gin), wart (wort)

ow as in powder (pow-der), pouch (powch)
pas in pill (pil)

rasinrib(rib)

s as in skin (skin), cell (sel)

sh as in shock (shok), action (ak-shdn)

t as in tone (tohn)

th as in bath (bahth)

th as in then (then)

u as in pulp (pulp), blood (blud)

0 as in typhus (ty-fis)

uu as in hook (huuk)

v as in vein (vayn)

w as in wind (wind)

y as in yeast (yeest)

or, when preceded by a consonant, as in bite (byt)
yoo as in unit (yoo-nlt), formula (form-yoo-13)
yoor as {n ureter (yoor-ee-ter)

yrasin ﬁ.rs (fyr)

2z as in zin¢ (zink), glucose (gloo-kohz)

zh as in vision (vizh-6n)



X

A consonant is sometimes doubled to prevent accidental mis-
pronunciation of a syllable resembling a familiar word; for
example ass-id (acid), rather than as-id; ultra-sonn-iks
(ultrasonics), rather than ultra-son-iks.

An apostrophe is used (i) between two consonants forming a
syllable, as in den-t’l (dental), and (ii) between two letters
when the syllable might otherwise be mispronounced through
resembling a familiar word, as in th'e-ra-pi (therapy), th'y (thigh),
and tal'k (talc).



a- (an-) prefix denoting absence of;
lacking; not.

AA n. see Alcoholics Anonymous.

AAA n. see (abdominal aortic)
aneurysm.

A and E medicine 2. accldent and

domen contains the organs of diges-
tlon (stomach, liver, inteslines, etc.),
excretion (kidneys, bladder, etc.),
and in women reproduction
(ovarles and uterus). It Is lined by a
membrane, the peritoneum. —ab-

emergency medicine: an important  dominat (ib-dom-i-nil) adj.
ling with the | di bdominal thruuh (Holmllch
ate prohlems of the acutely 1l and @) pl. n.a

injured.
ab- prefix denoting away from.
abarticulation (ab-ar-tik-yoo-lay-
. shén) . 4. the dislocation of a joint.
2. a synovial joint (see diarthrosis).
abbreviated injury scale (a-
bree-vi-ay-tid) 2. a quick method for
determ!ning the severity of a case
of serious trauma. It can be used for
purposes of triage and clinical audit.
abdomen (ab-ddm-&n) n. the part
of the body cavily below the chest
(see thorax), from which Il is sepa-
rated by the diaphragm. The ab:

rght hypochondr[y_r_n,

\_1

epigagtrium

for the lrealmcnl of choking m
which the patient is held firmly
around the midriff just under the
ribcage. The hands of the rescuer
are held as a fist and short sharp
thrusts into the patient's upper ab-
domen are made in order to dislodge
the abstructing article from the air-
way. .
abdominoperineal exclelon
(ab-dom-in-oh-pe-ri-nee-il) A. an op-
eration for exclision of the rectum in
which Incislons are made in both
the abdomen and the perineum.

left hypochondriim

—————

NS

right lumbar
=~

umbilical

laft lumber

right inguinal _ﬂ_\ /—hfﬁiﬂgumnl

Regions of the abdomen



abducens nerve

abducens nerve (ib-dew-sénz) n.
the sixth cranial nerve (VI), which
supplies Lhe lateral rectus muscle of
cach eyeball.

abduct (ab-dukt) vb. to movea limb
or any other part away from the
midline of the body. —abduction

n

abductor (ib-dult-ter) n. any mus-
cle that, when It contracts, moves
one part of the body away from an-
other or from the midline of the
body. Abductors work antagonisti-
cally with adduclors.

aberrant (i-b'e-rint) adj. abnor-
mal: usually applied to a blood ves-
sel or nerve thal does not follow lits
normal course.

aberration (ab-er-ay-shon) a. 1. de-
viatlon from the normal. 2. a defect
in the image formed by a lens. chro-
matic a. a defect in which Lhe image
has coloured fringes as a result of
the different exient to which light
of different colours is refracled.
spherical a. a defect in which the
image Is blurred because curvature
of the lens causes light rays from the
objecl 1o come to a focus in slightly
different posllions.

ABGs pl. n. see arierial blood gases.

ablatlon (ab-lay-shén) n. surgical
removal of lissue, a part of the body,
or an abnormal growth. See also
endometrlal (ablatlon).

abnormal (ab-nor-mil) ad). deviat-
Ing from the normal in structure,
position, occurrence, etc. (e.g. a.
growth).

abnormality (ab-nor-mal-iti) n. 1.
deviation from the normal or ex-
pected. 2. a malformation of defor-
mity (e.g. developmental a.).

abort (i-bort) vb. 1. to terminate a
process or disease before its full

2

course has been run. 2. (o remove
or expel an embryo or fetus from the
ulerus before it is capable ol inde-
pendent existence. See abortion.

abortifaclent (i-bor-ti-fay-shént)
n. a drug that induces abortion or
miscarriage.

abortion (i-bor-shon) . the expul-
slan or removal of an embryo or
fetus from the uterus al a stage of
pregnancy when il is incapable of
Independent survival (i.e. at any
time between concepilon and the
24th week of pregnancy). complete a.
premalure expulsion of the fetus
and all its membranes. criminal a.
(in Britain) abortion not carried out
within the terms of the Abortion Act
1967 and Abortion Regulailons 1991.
habitual (or recurrent) a. abortlon
occurring in three or more succes-
sive pregnancies before 20 weeks’
gestation, with fetuses welghing
under 500 g. incomplete a. relention
by the ulerus of pari of the fetus or
its membranes during an abortion.
induced a. the deliberale termina-
tion of a pregnancy for medical or
social reasons. {nevitable a. aboriion
that cannot be prevented as the
fetus Is dead. missed @. abortion in
which the fetus is dead but not ex-
pelled from the ulerus. recurrent a.
see habitual a. spontaneous a. mis-
carriage; naturally occurring abor-
tion. therapeutic a. abortion induced
to protect the life or health of the
mother. threatened a. abdominal
pain and bleeding from the ulerus
while the fetus Is still alive.
—abortive adj.

abortus (i-bor-tis) n. a felus,
weighing less than 500 g, that is ex-
pelled from the ulerus elther dead
or incapable of surviving.
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ABO sysatem n. see blood group.

abraslon (&-bray-zhén) n. a minor
wound In which the surface of the
skin or & mucous membrane is
worn away by rubbing or scraping.

abreaction (ab-ree-ak-shdn)a. the
release of strong emotiaon associated
with a burled memory. Abreaction
may be induced as a treatment for
conversion disorder, anxlety stale,
and other neurotic conditions.

abruptio placentae (d-brup-i-oh
pla-sent-1) n. bleeding from the pla-
centa causing lis complete or par-
tial detachment from the uterine
wall alter the 24th week ol gestatlon.
Abruptio placentae is often assocl-
ated with hypertension and pre-
eclampsla.

abscess (ab-sis) n. a collection of
pus enclosed by damaged and in-
flamed tissues. acute a. an abscess

lated wlth pain, fon

absence (ab-séus) 2. (in neurology)
see epllepsy.
absorption (ib-sorp-shdn) n. the
uptake of digested food from the in-
testine into the blood and lymphatic
. See also assimilation, di-

gesllon

abutla (3-boo-113) . absence or Im-
palrment of will power, commonly a
symptom of schizophrenia.

a.c. (ante clbum) Latin: before
ood, used as a direction in pre-
scriptions.

acanthosls (ak-in-thoh-sis) n. an
increase In the number of prickle
cells in the innermost layer of the
epidermis, leading to thickenling of
the epidermis. a. nigricans acantho-
sis characterized by papillomatous
growths, mainly In the armpits,
which give the skin a pigmented ap-
pearance and a velvely texture. It
may be benlgn or mallgnnm

and some f[ever. apical a. an ab

in the bone around the t1p of the root
of a tooth. Brodle’s a. a chronic ab-
scess of bone that develops from
acute baclerial osteomyelills. cer-
ebral a. an abscess resulting from
infection of the brain or meninges.
cold or chronic a. an abscess, usu-
ally due to tuberculosis organisms,
in which there is little pain or in-
fammalion. psoas a. a cold abscess
In the psoas muscle (in the groin),
which has spread from diseased
vertebrae In the lower part of the
spine. subphrenic a. an abscess in
the space below the diaphragm, usu-
ally resulting from a spread of in-
fection (rom the abdomen. tropical
{or amoebic) a. an abscess of the
llver caused by infectlon with Enta-
moeba histolytica. See also |schio-
rectal abscess.

) (4-kap-
nid)n.a conditlon in which there Is
an abnormally low concentralion of
carbon dioxide in the blood.

acarbose (ass-ar-bohz) n. an oral
hypoglycaemic drug that reduces
the breakdown and absorption of
carbohydrates in the intestine by
blocking the action of an important
enzyme (a-glucosidase) in this
process. Trade name: Glucobay.

acardla (ay-kar-dl3) n. congenital
absence of the heart. The conditlon
may occur in conjoined twins; the
twin with the heart controls the cir-
culatlon for both.

acariasls (aka-ry-i-sis)n. an infes-
tation of mites and ticks.

acariclde (i-karisyd) n. any
chemical agent used for destroying
mites and ticks.

acatalasia (i-kat-i-lay-zid) n. an



accessory nerve

inborn lack of (he enzyme catalase,
leading to recurrent infections of
the gums (gingivitis) and mouth.
y nerve (spinal ac-
y nerve) (ik -1) n.
the ‘eleventh cranial nerve (XI),
which arlses from (wo roots, cranlal
and spinal. Fibres from the cranjal
root form the recurrent laryngeal
nerve, which supplies the internal
laryngeal muscles; fibres from the
spinal root supply the slernomas-
toid and trapezius muscles, in the
neck region.
accldent (ak-sid-ént) . a raumatlc
incident involving any part of the
body. Accident and emergency (A
and E) medicine is evolving as a spe-
clalized area of patient care.
accommodation (A-kom-d-day-
shdn) n. adjustment of the shape of
the lens (o change the focus of the
eye. When Lhe ciliary muscle (see cll-
iary body) Is relaxed. the lens is lat-
tened and the eye is then able to
focus on distant objects. To focus the
eye on hear objects the clliary mus-
cles contract and the lens becomes
more spherical. a. reflex the con-
striction of the pupils and inward
turning of the eyes that occur when
an Individual focuses on a near ob-
Ject.

h (d-koosh-mahnt)
n. delivery of a baby. hydrostatic a.
the management of normal labour
with the mother partially immersed
in a water bath.

accountabl|ity (&-kown!-3-bil-iti)
n. (In nursing) the obligation of
being answerable for one's own
Judgments and actlons to an appro-
priate person or authority recog-
nized as having the right to demand
informatlon and explanation, ac-
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cording to the terms of reference of
the Code of Professional Conduct
(see Appendix 12). A registered prac-
Utloner (nurse, midwile, health vis-
ilor) is accountable for her aclions
as a professional at all times, on or
off duty, whether engaged in cur-
rent practice or not.

accreditation (i-kred-i-lay-shén)
n. 1. formal recognition by an orga-
nization of an individual as an ap-
proved and acknowledged repre-
sentative, e.g. of a union or stafl
organijzation. 2. (in the USA, Aus-
tralasia, and some European coun-
tries) the licensing of a hospital by
government agencies, sublect to Its
meeting certain prerequisite condl-
tions.

Accreditation of Prior (Experi-
entlal) Leaming 7. see APEL.

accretion (&-kree-shon) n. the ac:
cumulation of deposits In an organ
or cavity. Calcull may be formed by
accretion.

acebutolol (ass-i-bew-toh-lol) n. a
beta blocker drug commonly used
1o Lreat high blood pressure, angina
pectoris, and irregular heart
rhythms. It is administered by
mouth. Trade name: Sectral.

ACE Inhibitor (ayss) n. angio-
tensin-converting enzyme inhibilor:
any one of a group ol drugs used In
the treatment of raised blood pres:
sure and heart failure. ACE in-
hlbitors act by interfering with the
action of the enzyme that converts
the inactive anglotensin | to the
powerful artery constrictor angio-
tensin II. ACE inhibitors are ad-
ministered by mouth; they include
perindopril (Coversyl) and ramipril
(Tritace). See also captopril, enala-
pril.
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acephalus (d-sef-a-lis) n. a fletus
without a head. —acephalous adj.
acetabuloplasty (ass-i-tab-yoo-
loh-plas-ti) n. an operation in which
the shape of the acetabulum is mod-
ified to correct J disloca-

achalasia

acetonuria (ass-i-toh-newr-id) n.
see ketonurla.

acetylcholine (ass-I-lyl-koh-leen)
n. the acetic acid ester of the organic
base choline: the neurolransmitter

tion of the hlp or to treai osteo-
arthritis.
acetabulum (cotylold cavity)
(ass-i-tab-yoo-lum) n. (pl.

rel d at the synapses of para-
sympathelic nerves and at neuro-
muscular junctions. See also cholin-
esterase.

tlehall Inki

ula) either of the two deep sockets,
one on each side of the hip bone,
into which the head of the thigh
bone (femur) (ils at the hip joinl.

(a t3-min-d

fen) n. see paracetamol.

acetate (ass-it-ayt) . any salt or
ester of acetic acid.

tazolamide ( {3-zol-3-

myd) ». a carbonic anhydrase in-
hibitlor used malnly in the treat-
ment of glaucoma to reduce the
pressure inside the eyeball and also
as a prevenlatlve for epileplic
seizures and altitude sickness.
Trade name: Diamox. .

acetic acld (i-see-tik) n. (he acid
that is present in vinegar. It is used
in (he preparation of astringent and
antiseptlc medicines and in urine
testing. Formula: CH;COOH.

acetoacetic acld (ass-i-toh-2-see-
tik) n. an organic acid produced in
large amounts by the liver In such
conditions as starvation. Formula:
CH;COCH,COOH. See also ketone.

acetonaemla (ass-i-toh-nee-mis)
n. the presence of kelone bodies in
the blood. See ketone.

acetone (ass-i-lohn) n. an organic
compound that is produced by the
liver in such condjlons as slarva-
tion. Acelone is of great value as a
solvent. Formula: CH,COCH;. a
body see kelone.

(ass-i-tyl-koh-lin-est-er-ayz) n. a
drug that blocks the actlon oracetyl-
holi ase (see choll e).

Acetylcholinsterase mhibltors are
used 1o stow down Lhe rate of cogni-
tive decline In the early stages of
Alzheimer’s disease. which is asso-
clated with a reductlon in acetyl-
choline levels. The group Includes
di il (Arlcept), /!
(Reminyl), and rivastigmine (Ex-
elon).

acetylcoenzyme A (ass-i-tyl-koh-
en-zym) n. a compound formed by
the combination of an acetale mol-
ecule with coenzyme A. Acetyl-
coenzyme A has an Important role
in the Krebs cycle.

acetylcysteine (ass-i-tyl-sis-tl-
een) n. a drug that is admlnistered
as eye drops for the treatment of dry
eyes, as in Sjogren’s syndrome; as
an Intravenous infuslon, It is used
to prevent liver damage in para-
celamol overdosage. Trade name:
liube.

acetylsalicylic acld (ass-i-tyl-sa.
hsu ik)n seeasplrln

dl ) (ak-a-

lay-zid) n. a condition In which the

normal muscular activity of the

oesophagus (gullet) is disturbed, es-

pecially failure of an abnormally

strong sphincter at the lower end,

(car



Achliles tendon

which delays the passage of swal-
lowed material.

Achllles tendon (3-kll-eez) n. the
tendon of the muscles of the calf of
the leg (the gasirocnemius and
soleus muscles), situated at the back
of the ankle and attached (o the cal-
caneus (heel bone).

achillorrhaphy (ak-l-lo-rdfi) n. sur-
gical repair of Lthe Achilles tendon.

. achlllotomy (ak-i-lot-dmi) n. sur-
gical division of the Achilles tendon.

achlorhydria (ay-klor-hy-drid) n.
absence of hydrochloric acid in the
slomach. It is sometimes associated
with perniclous anaemia.

acholla (i-koh-1id) n. absence or de-
ficiency of bile secretlon or failure
of the blle to enter the alimentary
canal.

acholuria (ak-oh-lewr.13) n. ab-
sence of the bile pigments from the
urine, which occurs in some forms
of jaundice (acholuric jaundice).
—acholuric ad).

achondroplasla (i-kon-droh-play-
zid) n. a dlsorder, inherlied as a
domlInant characterlstic, in which
the bones of the arms and legs fail to
grow to normal size. It results in a
type of dwarfism characterized by
short limbs, a normal-sized head
and body, and normal intelllgence.
—achondroplastic (&-kon-droh.
plas-lik) ad/.

achromatlc (ak-roh-mat-ik) adj.
without colour. —achromasla (ak-
roh-may-zid) n.

achromatopsla (i-kroh-ma-top-
5id) n. the inability to perceive col-
our. Such complete colour blindness
Is very rare and Is usually deter-
mined by hereditary factors.
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stomach whose lining (mucosa) Is
atrophied.

aclclovir (acyclovir) n. (ay-sy-
klé-veer) an antiviral drug that in-
hibits DNA synthesis in cells In-
fecled by herpesviruses. Aciclovir
is administered topically, by mouth,
or intravenously; it Is useful in pa-
tients whose Llmmune systems are
disturbed and also in the treatment
of herpes zosier, genital herpes, and
herpes encephalltls. Trade name:
Zovirax.

acld (ass-1d) n. a substance that re-
leases hydrogen lons when dis-
solved In waler, has a pH below 7
and turns litmus paper red, and re-
acts with a base to form a salt and
water only. Compare base.

acldaemla (asld-ee-mid) n. a con-
ditlon of abnormally high blood
acidity. See also acidosls. Compare
alkalaemlia.

acld-hase balance n. the balance
between the amount of carbonic
acld and bicarbonate in the blood.
which must be malntalned at a con-
stant ratio of 1:20 in order to keep
the hydrogen lon concentration of
the plasma at a conslant value (pH
1.4).

acld-fast adj. 1. describing bac-
teria that have been stained and
continue to hold the staln after
treatment with an acidic sotution
(a.-f- bacilli, AFB). 2, descrlbing a
stain that is not removed from a
specimen by washing with an acidic
solution.

acldity (i-sid-iti) n. the state of
being acld. The degree of acidity ofa
solution is measured on the pH scale
(see pH).

hylia (d-ky-113) n. ab of se-
cretion. a. gastrica a nonsecreting

(asid-oh-sis) n. a condition
in which the acidity of body fluids



and tissues is abnormally high. This
arises because of a fallure of the
mechanisms responsible for main-
talning a balance between acids and
alkalis in the blood (see acld-base
bal ). See also keloacidosis, lac-

acroparaestheslae

deficl y
syndnmo n. see AIDS.

acrivastine (ak-rl-vas-teen) n. an
antihistamine drug used to treat
hay fever and urticaria (nettle rash).
Itis ed by mouth. Trade

tic acidosis. —acidoetic (asid-ot-1k)

adj.

acld phosphatase 5. an enzyme
secreted in the seminal fluid by the
prostate gland.

aclnus (ass-In-is) n. (pl. acin) 1. a
small sac or cavity surrounded by
the secretory cells of a gland. 2. (in

name: Semprex.

acro- prefix denoting 1. exiremily;
tip. 2. height; promontory. 3. ex-
treme; intense.

acrocentric (ak-roh-sen-trik) n. a
chromosome In which the cen-
tromere is situated at or very near
one end. —ascrocentric ad).

the lung) the tissue lied with
air by one terminal bronchlole.
—aclinous adj.

aclarublcin (ak-li-roo-bi-sin) 7. an
antlmitotic drug administered by
Injection in the (reatment of
leukaemia and other cancers. It Is
an anthracycline antiblotic. Trade
name: Aclacin.

acne (acne vulgaris) (ak-ni vul-
gar-iss) 7. a common inflammatory
disorder of the sebaceous glands. It
Involves the lace, back, and chest
and Is characterized by the presence
of blackheads wlith les, pus-

Is (ak-roh-sy-d-noh-
sls) n. blulsh purple discoloration of
the hands and feet due to slow clr-
culation of the blood through the
small vessels in the skin.

d titls enteropathica
(ak-roh-der-ma-iy-tis en-ter-oh-path-
k) n. an inherlied Inability (o ab-
sorb sufficient zine, which causes
poor growth, patchy sparse hair, a
generalized skin rash, and chronic
dlarrhoea.

acrodynia (ak-roh-din-ia) n. see
pink disease.

tules, and - In more severe cases --
cysls and scars. Mlld cases respond
lo topical therapy wlth benzoyl per-
oxide, while more refractory condi-
tions require treatment with long-
term antibiotics or isotretinoin.

acoustlic (i-koo-slik) adj. of or re-
Iating to sound or the sense of hear-
Ing. a. nerve see vestibulocochlear
nerve.

scquired (3-kwyrd) ad). describing
a condition or disorder contracted
alter birth and not atiributable to
heredilary causes. Compare con-
genital. ”

galy (ak-roh-meg-ili) a. in-
crease in size of the hands, feet, and
the face due to excessive production
of growth hormone by a tumour of
the anterior pituitary gland. See aiso
gigantism.
acromlon (4-kroh-ml-6n) . an ob-
long process at the top of the spine of
the scapula, part of which articu-
lates with the clavicle (collar bone)
1o form the acromiociavicular joint.
—acromial adj.
acronyx (ak-ré-niks) n. an Ingrow-
ing toenail or flngernail. See in-
growing toenail.
acroparaestheslae (ak-roh-pa-



acrophobla

ris-theez-i-ce) pl. n. tingling sensa-
tions In the hands and feet.

acrophobia (ak-ré-foh-bid) n. a
morbld dread of helghts.

acrosclerosis (ak-roh-skleer-oh-
sig) n. a skin disease thoughttobea
type of generalized scleroderma,
mainly affecting the hands, face,
and fect.

acrosome (ak-rd-sohm) 5. the cap-
llke structure on the front end of a

spermatozoon.
ACTH (adrenocorticotrophic
hor adr rticot

with infrared or ultraviolet ridia
tlon.

action potentlal (ak-shon) i (hw
change in voltage that occurs acroae
the membrane of a nerve or mum -
cell when a nerve impulse is tiiy
gered.

activator (ak-ti-vay-ler) n. a sub
stance that stimulates a chembial
change or reaction.

actlve movement (ak-tiv) n
movement brought about by n pa
tlent’s own eflorts. Compare passive

phin, corticotrophin) n. a hor-
mone syntheslzed and stored In
the antertor pltultary gland, con-
trolling the secretion of corlico-
steroid hormones from the adrenal
gland. Its release is stimulated by
corticotrophin-releasing hormone.

actin (ak-tin) n. a prolein, found in
muscle, that plays an important role
in the process ol contraction. See
siriated muscle.

Actinomyces (ak-tl-noh-my-seez)
n. a genus of Gram-posltive non-
motile fungus-like bacteria that
cause disease In animals and hu-
mans. A. israelii the causative or-
ganism of human actinomycosls.

actl ycin D (ak-ti-noch-my-sin)

active principle n. an Ingrediont
of a drug that is actively involvwl
in Its therapeutic effect.

activities of dally llving (ac.
tivities of living, ADLs, Als)
(ak-tlv-it-iz) pl. n. the routine acihy
ities that an Individual does for him
self durlng the course of the
such as ealing, drinking, and winh
ing. See Roper, Logan, and Tlernm
model.

actomyosin (ak-toh-my-oh-simn
a proteln complex formed in mus e
between actin and myosin during
the process of contraction. See sit|
ated muscle.

aculty (a-kew-jtl) n. see visual nen
ity.

n. see dactinomycin.

actinomycosis (ak-tl-noh-my-koh-
sis) n. a noncontaglous disease
caused by the bacterium Actino-
myces israelii and resulting in the
formation of multiple sinuses (hat
open onlo the skin. Actinomycosis
most commonly aflects the Jaw bul
may also affect the lungs, braln, or
intestines.

actinotherapy (ak-ti-noh-th'e-rii-
pi) n. the treatment of dlsorders

P (ak-yoo-punk-che)
n. a complementary therapy, devel
oped by Eastern physiclans, In
which thin metal needles are In
serted inlo selected points beneath
the skin, usually to relieve chronk
pain.

acute (3-kewt) ad). 1. describing »
disease of rapid onset, severe symj
toms, and briel duration. Compate
chronic. 2. describing any intciise
symptom, such as severe pain.

acute abdomen n. an emergeiny



wurglical condition caused by dam-
age to one or more abdominal or-
gans following Injury or disease.

aoute rheumatism n. see
rheumatic fever.

aoyclovir n. see aciclovir.

aoystla (a-sis-lid) n. congenital ab-
wnce of the bladder.

ad- prefix denoting lowards or near.

A defici ) ¢

adenomyoma

or any other part lowards the mid-
line of the body. —adduction n.

adductor (i-duk-ler) n. any muscle
that moves one part of the body to-
wards another or towards the mid-
line of the body.

aden- (adeno-) prefix denoting a
gland or glands.

adenine (ad-é¢-neen) 2. one of the
nitrog ining bases (see

y n. see
dlenminase deficiency.

Adam's apple (laryngeal
prominence) (ad-imz) n. a pro-
Jection, lving just under the skln, of
the thyroid cartilage of the larynx.

adaptation (ad-ap-tay-shén) n. the
phenomenon in which a sense organ
shows a gradually dimlInishing re-
sponse (o continuous or repetitive
simulation.

addiction (1-dik-shén) n. a state of
dependence produced by the habil-
unl taking of drugs. See ailso alco-
hollsm, tolerance.

Addisonlan crisls (ad-i-soh-niin)
». on acute medical emergency due
{u a lack of corticosterold produc-
{lon by the body, caused by dlsease
of the adrenal glands or long-term
suppression of production by
deroid medication. It manifests as
low blood pressure and collapse, bio-
vhemical abnormalities, hypogly-
raemia, and (if untreated) coma and
death. (T. Addison (1793-1860),
iirltish physician]

Mddison's disease (ad-i-sbn2)n.a
ayndrome due (o inadequate sccre-
Von of corticosleroid hormones by
the adrenal glands. Symptoms in-
rlnde weakness, loss of energy, low
Wood pressure, and dark pi

purine) that eccurs in the nucleic
aclds DNA and RNA. See also ATP.

adenitls (ad-&-ny-tis) #. inflamma-
tion of one or more glands or lymph
nodes.

adenocarcinoma (ad-in-oh-kar-si-
noh-mi) n. (pl. adenocarcino-
mata) a malignant epithelial -
mour arising from glandular tissue.
The term is also applied to tumours
showing a glandular growth pat.
tern.

adenohypophysle (ad-in-oh-hy-
pof-1-sis) n. see pilultary gland.

adenoldectomy (ad-in-old-ek-
toml) a. surgical removal of the ad-
enolds.

4, h 5

{nasopharyng
tonsll) (ad-in-otdz) n. the colleclion
of lymphatic tissue al the rear of the
nose. Enlargement of the adenoids
can cause obsiruction (o breathing
through the nose and can block the
Eustachian tubes, causing glue ear.

adenolymphoma (ad-in-oh-lim-
foh-ma) n. see Warthin's tumour.

adenoma (ad-in-oh-ma) n. (pl. ad-
enomata) a benign tumour of epi-
thelial origin that is derived from
glandular tissue or exhibits clearly
defined glandular structures. Ad-
enomas may become malignant (see

q : \

tlon of the skin. [T. Addison)
sdduct (a-dukt) vb. to njove a limb

adenomyoma (ad-in-oh-my-ok-
ma) n. a benign tumour derived



adenomyosis

from glandular and muscular tis-
sue. Adenomyomas frequently
occur In the uterus.
adenomyoslis (ad-in-ch-my-oh-sls)
n. the inflltration of tissue resem-
bling endometrium into the wall of
the ulerus. See endometriosls.
adenopathy (ad-In-op-ithi) 5. dis-
ease of a gland or glandlike struc-
(ure, especially a lymph node.
adenosclerosis (ad-in-oh-skicer-
oh-sis) n. hardening of a gland, usu-
ally due to calciflcation.
adenosine (i-den-6-seen) n. a com-
pound containing adenine and the
sugar ribose: It occurs in ATP (see
also nucleaside). It is also injected as
an anli-arrhylthmlc drug to stop
supraventricular lachycardias and
res(ore n normal heart rhythm.
I defi-
lency (ADA deficlency) (dee-
am-in-ayz) n. a genetic disorder
characterlzed by a defect in the en-
zyme adenosine deaminase (ADA),
which is involved in purlne metab-
olism. Deficiency of thls enzyme re-
sults in damage to the antibody-pro-
ducing lymphocyles which leads to
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upper respiratory tract that produce
symptoms resembling those of the
common cold.

ADH n. antidiuretic hormone (see va-
sopressin).

ADHD n. see attention-deficit/
hyperactivily disorder.

adhesion (4d-hee-zhon) n. 1. the
union of two normally separate sur-
laces by fibrous connective tissue
developing in an inflamed or dam-
aged region. (The fibrous tissue it-
self is also called an adheslon.) Ad-
hesions between loops of intestine
often occur following abdominal
surgery but only rarely cause symp-
toms, such as Intestinal obstruction.
2. a healing process in which the
edges of a wound fit together.

adladochokinesls (i-dy-i-doh-
koh-kl-nee-sis) n. see dysdiado
chokinesis.

adlaphoresls (A-dy-i-fo-ree-sis) .
deficlent or reduced secretion of
sweat. —adiaphoretic (4-dy-a-fo-
rel-ik) adj.

Adle’s pupll (ay-diz) n. see lonic
(pupil). [W. J. Adie (1886-1935),
Brllish physlclan]

(ad-i-pohs) n. fi-
brous connective tissue packed with
masses of fat eells. It forms a thick
layer under the skin and occurs
around the kidneys and in the but-

P (liposis) (ad-1-poh-sis)n

severe C defi-

clency (SCID).

d | dip phate n. see

ADP.

d i phosph n

see AMP. tocks.
a ine triphosph n see adiposl
ATP.

adenosls (ad-in-oh-sis) n. (pl
ndenoses) 1. excessive growth or
development of glands. 2. any dis-
ease of a gland or gland-like struc-
ture, especially of a lymph node.

adenovirus (ad-in-oh-vy-riis) n. one
of a group of DNA-containing
viruses causing infections of the

the presence of abnormally large ac
cumulations of fat in the body. The
condition may arise from overcat
ing. hormone irregularities, or a
melabolic disorder. See also obesity.
adlposuria (ad-i-pohsewr-14) n. s

lipurla.
adhul (ad-i-tds) n. an anatomical
or for le, the




n

opening of the tympanic cavity
{middle ear) to the air spaces of the
mastold process.

adjuvant (aj-co-vant) n. any sub-
stance used In conjunction with an-
other to enhance Its activity.

adjuvant therapy »n. treatment
glven to cancer patients, usually
after surgical removal of their pri-
mary tumour when there is known
to be a high risk of future tumour re-
currence, Compare neoadjuvant
chemotherapy.

ADLSs pl. n. see activities of daily liv-
ing.

admission rate (id-mish-dn) n.
the number of cases of a specified
disease or condition admilted to
hospitals, related to the population
of a given geographical area.

adnexa (ad-neks-d) pl. . adjoining
parts. uterine a. the Fallopian tubes
and ovaries.

adolescence (ad-0-less-éns) n. the
period of development belween
childhood and adulthood. 1t begins
with the slart of puberty. —adoles-
gent n., adj.
ADP (ad | p p
nac d Ining adeni
ribose, and two phosphate groups.
ADP occurs in cells and is involved
In processes requlring the transfer
of encrgy (see ATP).
sdrenalectomy (i-dree-nil-ek-
Wmi) n. surglcal removal of an
adrenal gland, usually performed
because of cancer.

adrenal glands (suprarenal
glands) (i-dree-ndl) pl. n. two trl-
angular endocrine glands, each of
which covers the superlor surface
of a kldney. The medulia forms the
grey core of Lthe gland and produces
adrenaline and noradrenaline. The

dinh ' \

adrenocorticotrophic hormone

cortex Is a yellowish tissue sur-
rounding lhe medulla; it produces
corticosteroid hormones.
adrenaline (epinephrine) (i-
dren-d-lin) n. an important hor-
mone secreted by the medulla of the
adrenal gland. It has widespread
effects on circulation, the muscles,
and sugar metabolism. The action
of the heart is increased, the rate
and depth of breathing are in-
creased, and the metabollc rale is
raised; the force of muscular con-
tractlon improves and the onset of
muscular fatigue is delayed. At the
same lime the blood supply 10 the
bladder and intestines is reduced,
their muscular walls relax, and the
sphinclers contract. Adrenaline s
admInistered by injection for the
emergency treatment of anaphy-
laxls and cardiac arrest. [t is also in-
cluded in some local anaesthetic so-
lutions, particularly those used in
dentlstry, to prolong anaesthesla,
and Is used as eye drops In treating
glaucoma.
adrenarche (ad-ren-ar-ki) n. the
start of secretion of androgens by
the adrenal glands, occurring at
around 6-7 years of age in glrls and
7-8 In boys. Adrenal androgens are
dehydroepiandrosterone (DHEA),
DHEA sulphate, and androstene-
dione. Compare gonadarche.
adrenergic (ad-ré-ner-jik) adj. de-
scriblng or relating to nerve fibres
that release noradrenaline as a neu-
rotransmitter. a. recepior a receptor
at which noradrenaline acts to pass
on messages (rom sympathetic
nerves. Compare cholinergic.
adrenocorticotrophic hor-
mone (adrenocorticotrophin)
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adr

(d-dree-nol-kor-t1-koh-trof-ik) n. see
ACTH.

adrenogenital syndrome (i
dree-noh-jen-it-dl) n. a hormonal
disorder resulting from abnormal
sterold production by the adrenal
cortex, due to a genetic fault. It may
cause mascultnization in girls, pre-
cocious puberty in boys, and
adrenocortical failure (see Addl-
son’s disease) in both sexes. Treat-
ment is by lifelong steroid replace-
ment.

adrenoleukodystrophy (ALD)
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particularly associated with septic
shock.

advance directive (id-vahns di-
rek-tiv) n. see living will.

advanced life support (ALS)
(dd-vahnst) n. a structured and al-
gorithm-driven method of life sup-
port for use in the severest of med-
Ical emergencies, especially cardiac
arrest. Personnel Involved in ALS
receive special training in the use
of equipment (e.g. defibrillators and
appropriate drugs). Compare basic
life support.

(3-dree-noh-loo-koh-dis-trd-fi) n. a life support
genetically delermlned condition of n see ATLS.
logi with (ad-vah ént)n.

neur: ation
childhood and adult forms. It is
characterized by abnormal fatty-
acid metabolism with progressive
spastic paralysis of the legs and sen-
sory loss, associated with adrenal
gland insufficiency and small go-
nads.

adrenolytic (A-dree-noh-1it-ik) adj.
inhiblting the activity of adrenergic
nerves. Adrenolyllc activity is op-
poslte to that of noradrenaline.

ADRSs pi. n. adverse drug reaclions.
See slde-effect.

adsorbent (id-sor-bént) n. a sub-
stance that attracts other sub-
stances lo its surface to form a film.
Chareoal and kaolin are adsorbents.

adsorptlon (id-sorp-shon) n. the
formation of a layer of atoms or mol-
ecules of one substance on the sur-
face of a solid or liquid of different
subslance. See adsorbent.

aduit respiratory distress syn-
drome (ARDS) (ad-ult) n. a form
of acule respiratory failure that oc-
curs after a precipitating event,
such as trauma, aspiratlon, or in-
halation of a toxic substance; it is

the detachment hy surgery ofa mus-
cle, musculocutaneous flap, or ten-
don and its reatlachment at a more
advanced (anterior) point while pre-
serving its previous nerve and blol
supply. The technique is used, for
example, In the treatment ol squint,
and extensively in plasllc surgery
dventitia (tunl
(ad-ven-ti-shd) . 1. the outer coat of
the wall of a vein or arlery. 2. the
outer covering of varlous other or-
8ans or parts.

adveontitious (ad-ven-ti-shis) adj.
1. occurring In a place other than
the usual one. 2, relating to the ad
venthtia.

advocate (ad-vd-kat) n. (in health
care) a practitioner, usually a nurse,
who utilizes thls role to promote
and safeguard the wellbelng and in
terests of his or her patients or
clients by ensuring they are aware
of their rights and have access to in
formation to make Informed dect
slons. Advocacy In health care isan
integral part of professional prac
tice. —advocacy (ad-vo-ké-si) n.
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Addes (ay-ee-decz) n. a genus of
widely distributed mosquitoes oc-
curring throughout the troplcs and
subtropics. A. aegypti the principal
vector of dengue and yellow (ever.

aegophony (c-gof-6ni) n. see vocal
resonance.

-aemla suffix denoting a specified
condition of the blood.

aer- (aerg-) prefix denoting alr or

gns.

aerobe (alr-ohb) n. any organism,
especially a microbe, that requires
the presence of [ree oxygen for life
and growth. Compare anaercbe.
—aeroblc (air-oh-bik) ad).

aeroblc exercise n. see exercise.

serobic respiration n. a type of
cellular resplration in which food-
sluffs (carbohydrates) are com-
pletely oxidized by atmospheric oxy-
gen. with the production of
maximum chemical energy from
Lhe foodstuffs.

aerogenous (air-o}-in-is) adj. pro-

“ducing gas. The term is applied 1o

“bacterla such as Clostridium per-

Wringens, which causes gas gan-
‘grenc.

mevophagy (air-off-dji) n. the swal-
ilowing of air. Voluntary aerophagy
Is used to permit oesophageal
speech alter surgical removal of the
farynx (usually (or cancer).

aerosol (alr-d-sol) n. a suspension
of extremely small liquid or solid
particles in the air. Drugs in acrosol
“form may be administered by In-
halation.

astiology (etiology) (cc-ti-ol-6}i)
n. 1. the study or sclence of the
causes of disease. 2. the cause of a
specific disease.

AF n. see (atrial) fibrillation.

AFB pl. n. see acld-[ast (bacilll).

aftercare

afebrlle (ay-feb-ryl) adj. without,
or not showing any signs of, a fever.

affect (af-ekt) n. (in psychiatry) 4.
the predominant emotion in a per-
son’s mental stale. 2. (he emotion
assoclated with a particular ldea.
—affective (i-fek-tiv) ad).

affective disorder (dis-or-der) n.
any psychiatric disorder fealuring
abnormalities of mood or emotion
(afTect). The most serious of these
are depression and mania. Other af-
fective disorders include SADS (sea-
sonal affectlve disorder syndrome).

afferent (af-er-Znt) ad/. 4. desig-
nating nerves or neurones that con-
vey impulses to the brain or spinal
cord. 2. designating blood vessels
that feed a capillary network in an
organ or part. 3. deslgnating lym-
phatic vessels that enter a lymph
node. Compare efferent.

affinity (d-fin-ith) n. the chemical at-
tractton of one substance (o another
or others.

aflatoxin (af-1i-toks-in) n. a poiso-
nous subslance produced in the
spores of the fungus Aspergillus
flavus, which infects peanuts. It is
known to produce cancer in certain
animals.

afp (AFP) n. see alpha-fetoprotein.

afterbirth (ahl-ter-berth) n. the pla-
cenia, umbillcal cord. and ruptured
membranes associated with the
fetus, which normally become de-
lached from the uterus and expelled
within a few hours of birth.

aftercare (ahf-ter-kalr) n. 1. long-
term surveillance or rehabilitation
as an adjunct or supplement (o for-
mal medical treatment of those who
are chronically sick or disabled. Af-
tercare includes the provision of
special aids and the adaptalion of



afterimage

homes to improve daily living. 2.
surveillance of convalescents.

after-lmage (ahf-ter-im-ij) n. an
impression of an lnage that is reg-
Istered by the brain (or a brief mo-
ment after an object is removed
from in front of the eye, or after the
eye Is closed.

afterpalns (ahf-ter-paynz) pl. n.
pains caused by uterine contrac-
llons after childbirth, especially
during breast feeding, due to release
of Lhe hormone oxylocin.

AGA adj. appropriale for gestational
age.

agammaglobullnaemia (i-gam-
a-glob-yoo-lin-ee-mid) n. a total
deficiency of the plasma prolein
gammaglobulln. Compare hypo-
gammaglobullnaemia.

agar (ay-ger) . an extract of certaln
seaweeds that forms a gel suitable
for the solidificalion of liquid bac-
teriological culture media. Agar
may also be used as a laxative.

agenaesis (i-]en-&sis) n. absence of
an organ, usually due Lo total fail-
ure of ils development in the em-
bryo.

age-related macular degener-
atlon (ay)-ri-lay-tid) n. see macular
degeneration.

agglutination (clumping) (3
gloo-tin-ay-shén) a. the sticking to-
gether of such microscopic antl-
genic parilcles as red blood cells or
bacleria so that they form visible
clumps. —agglutinative ad).

agglutinin (3-gloo-tin-in) n. an
antibody that brings about the ag-
glutination of bacteria, blood cells,
or olher antigenic particles.

agglutinogen (i-gloo-tin-oh-jén) n.
any antigen that provokes forma-
tlon of an agglutinin In the serum

1B}

and is therefore likely to be involved
in agglutination.

aglossia (a-gloss-ia) n. congenital
absence of the tongue.

aglutition (a-gloo-ti-shdn) n. in
abllily to swallow. See afso dysphn

agnosla (ag-noh-zia) n. a disorder
of the brain whereby the patient
cannot interpret sensations cor
rectly although the sense organs
and nerves conductlng sensation tu
the brain are functloning normally

agonist (ag-o-nist) n. 1. (prime
mover) a muscle whose active con
traction causes movement of a part
of the body. Contraction of an ago
nist Is assoclated with relaxation ot
Its antagonist. 2. a drug or other
substance that acts at a cell-recep
Lor site to produce an effect that Is
the same as, or simlilar to, that of the
body’s normal chemical messenger.
Cholinergic drugs (see parasympa
thomlmelic) are examples.

agoraphobla (ag-er-d-foh-bid)n. a
morbid fear of public places and/or
of open spaces. See also phobia.

agranulocytosis (i-gran-yoo-loh
sy-toh-sis) n. a disorder in which
there Is a severe acute deficlency of
ceriain blood cells (neutrophlis) asa
result of damage to the bone mar
row by toxic drugs or chemicals. It
Is characterized by fever, with ul-
ceration of the mouth and throat,
and may lead rapldly to prostration
and death.

agraphla (dysgraphla) (a-graf
1a) n. an acquired Inablility to write,
although the strength and coordi-
nation of the hand remain normal.

ague (ay-gew) n. see malaria.

AMF n. antihaemophilic factor (see
Factor VIII).



AIDS {acquired immune defi-
clency syndrome) (aydz) n. a
syndrome caused by the human Im-
munedeliciency virus (HIV), which
destroys a subgroup of lymphocyies.
resulting in suppression of the
body’'s immune response (see
(helper) T-cell). AIDS ls essentially a
sexually transmitted disease, elther
homosexually or heterosexually,
bul it can also be spread vla infected
blood or blood products and from an
Infected mother to her child in the
uterus, during parturition, or in
breast milk.

Acule infection following exposure
to the virus results in the produc-
tion of antibodies (seroconverslon),
but not all those who seroconvert
progress to chronic infection. The
chronic stage may Include persls-
tenl generalized involvement of the

.Jymph nodes; AIDS-related complex
(ARO). including intermittent fever,
welght loss, dlarrhoea, fatigue, anfd
‘pight sweats; and AIDS itself, pre-
senling as opportunistic infections

.(especially pneumonla caused by
fhe protozoan Pneumocystis carinii)
‘and/or tumours, such as Kaposi's
sarcoma.

iOrdinary soclal contacl with HIV-
positive subjects involves norisk of

winfection. However, high standards

\ol‘chmcal practice are required by
“hll health workers In order to avold
‘Inadvertent infection via blood,

blood products, or body fluids from

-HIV-positive people. Staff who be-
come HIV-positive are expected o
declare thelr status and’ will be
counselled.

AWH 1. see artificlal Insemination (by
husband).

alr bed (air) n. a bed with a mat-

akinesla

tress whose upper surface is perfo-
rated with thousands of holes
through which air is forced under
pressure, so that Lhe palient is sup-
ported on a cushion of air. Air beds
are invaluable for the tr of
patlents with large areas of burns.

alr embollsm n. an air lock that
obstructs the outflow of blood from
the right venirlcle of the heart. Tip-
ping the pallent head down, lying
on the left side, may move the air
lock.

air hunger n. difTiculty in breath-
Ing characterized by sighing and
gasping. It is caused by anoxla.

air sickness n. see motion sick:
ness.

akathisla (ak 4-thlz-18)n. a pallem
of invol
by anllpsychol.lc drugs, such as phe-
nothlazines. An affecled person ls
drlven to restless overactivity,
which can be confused with the agi-
tatlon for which the drug was origi-
nally prescrlbed.

akinesia (ak-in-ee-zid) n. a loss of
normal muscular tonlcity or re-
sponsiveness. akinetic epilepsy a
form of epilepsy in which there isa
sudden loss of muscular toniclty,
making the patlent fall with mo-
mentary loss of consciousness. aki-
netic mutism a slate ol complete
physical unresponsiveness al-
though the patient’s eyes remain
open and appear to [ollow move-
ments. It Is a consequence of dam-
age (o the base of the brain. akinetic
rigid syndrome a condition, such as
parkinsonlsm or progressive
supranuclear palsy, characterized
by akinesia. —akinetic (a-kin-et-
1k) adj.




ala (al-8) n. (pl. alae) (in anatomy)a
winglike structure,

alanine (al-d-neen) n. see amino
acld.

ase
(ALT) (a-mee-noh-trans-fer-ayz) n.
an enzyme involved in the transam-
Ination of amino acids. Measure-
ment of ALT in the serum is ol use
in the diagnosis and study of acute
liver disease. It was formerly called
serum glutamic pyruvic transami-
nase (SGPT).

alastrim (i-las-trim) n. a mild form
of smallpox, causing only a sparse
rash and low-grade fever. Medical
name: variola minor.

Albee’s operation (awl-beez) n.
4. an operation to produce ankylo-
sis of the hip. The upper surface of
the femur and the correspondlng
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standard perlod. {K. G. M. M. Al
bertl (1937- ), British physician]

albinlsm (al-bin-izm) n. the inher-
ited absence of pigmentation in the
skin, hair, and eyes (see albino).

albino (al-bee-noh) n. an individual
lacking the normal body pigment
(melanin). Albinos have while hair,
pink skin and eyes, reduced visual
acuity, and sensitivity to light (see
photophobia).

Albright’'s hereditary osteo-
dystrophy (awl-bryts) n. the skel-
etal abnormalities, collectively, of
pseudohypoparathyroidism type 1.
These include short stature, abnor-
mally short fingers and (oes (partic-
ularly Involving the fourth and fifth

pals and sals), and
soft-tissue calclfication. [F. Albright
(1900—69) US physlcian]

partofthe arer
and the two exposed surfaces al-
lowed 1o remain In contact. 2. an
operation to jmmobllize part of the
spinal column, using a bone grafl
from (he Libla. [F. H. Albee (1876-
1945), US surgeon])

albendazole (al-ben-di-zohl) n. an
anthelmintlc drug used for treating
hydatid disease, strongyloldiasis,
and creeping eruption. It is admin.
istered by mouth. Trade name: Zen-

tel.

Albers-Schénberg disease (al-
bers shern-berg) n. see osleo-
petrosis. (H. E. Albers-Schonberg
(1865-1921). German radlologi

(al-bew-min) n. a protein
that is soluble in water and coagu-
lated by heal. serum a. a protein
found in blood plasma that is im-
portant for the maintenance of
plasma volume.

albuminuria (protelinuria) (al-
bew-min-yoor-i&) n. the presence of
serum albumin, serum globulin, or
other serum proteins in the urine,
which may be associated with kid-
ney or. heart disease. orthoslalu: a.

Ib: ia not d with
disease, occurring after strenuous
exercise or after a long period of
standing.

1
Albertl regime (GIK ime)

(al-bew-mohz) n. a sub-
stance, inter iate between albu-

(al-ber-ti ray-zheem) n. a me!.hod for
controlling blood-sugar levels in
dlabetic patients belng fasted. It
involves Infusing a solution of glu-

min and peptones, produced during
the digestion of proteins by pepsin
and other endopeplidases (see pepli-
dase)

cose (G), insulin (1), and
(K) chloride anI'avenously over a

) @al-
kaplén yoor Ié) n. accumulatlon in
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the tissues and excretion in the
urine ol‘ homngenllsnc acld due to
ofh isic
acid oxidase, an enzyme essential
for the normal breakdown of the
amino acids tyrosine and phenyl-
alanine.
alclometazone (al-kioh-met-3-
zohn) n. a corticosteroid drug ad-
ministered externally as a cream or
ointment to treat inflammatory skin
disorders. Trade name: Modra-

sone.
alcohol (al-kd-hol) n. any of a class
of organic compounds formed when
a hydroxyl group (-OH) is substi-
tuled for a hydrogen atom in a hy-
drocarbon. ethyl a. (eth: D the al-

alfentanil hydrochlioride

Heavy consumptlon of alcohol also
causes cardiomyopathy, peripheral
neuritis, cirrhosis of the liver, and
enteritis.

alcoholuria (al-kd-hol-yoor-id) n.
the presence of alcohol In the urine.

ALD n. see adrenoleukodystrophy.

aldesleukin (al-des-loo-kin) n. see
interleukin.

Aldomet (al-d5-met) n. see methyl-
dopa.

aldosterone (al-dos-ter-ohn) n. a
steroid hormone (see corticosteroid)
thal Is synthesized and released by
the adrenal cortex and acts on the
kidney to regulate salt (polassium
and sodlum) and water balance.

cohol in alcoholic drinks, produced
by the fermentation of sugar by
yeast. Formula: C;H;OH. 'Pure’ al-
cohol contains not less than 94.9%
by volume of ethyl alcohol. A solu-
tion of 70% alcohol can be used as a
preservative or anliseplic. See also
alcoholism. —alcoholic (al-ké-hol-
ik)adj.. n.

slcohol-fast adj. describing bac-
teria that have been stained and
continue to hold the stain after
treatment with alcohol.

Alcohollcs Anonymous (AA) n.
a voluntary agency of self-help that
Is organized and operated locally
among those with alcohollc depen-
dency.

slcoholism (al-k6-hol-izm) n1. the
syndrome due to physical depend-
ence on alcohol, such that sudden
deprivation may cause withdrawal
symptoms - tremor, anxiety, hallu-
cinations, and deluslons (see delir-
lum (tremens)). Alcoholism impairs
Intellectual funection, physical
skills, memory, and judgmeht.

(al-dos-t&-rd-nizm)
n. overproduction of aldosterone,
causing electrolyte imbalance and
ralsed blood pressure (hyperten-
slon). See also Conn’s syndrome.

alendronate (3-len-dré-nayt) n. see
bisphosphonates.

Aleppo boll (i-lep-oh) n. see orien-
tal sore.

alexia (i-leks-id) n. an acquired {n-
abllity to read due 1o disease in the
leN hemisphere of the brain in a
right-handed person. agnostic a.
(word blindness) inability to iden-
tify letters and words not affecting
the patient's abilily to write. See
also dyslexia.

alfacalcidol (al-fa-kal-sid-ol) n. a
synthetle form of vitamin D used to
raise blood-calcium levels in osteo-
malacla and bone disorders caused
by kidney disease. It is adminis-
tered by mouth or by injection.
Trade names: AifaD, One-alpha.

alfentanil hydrochloride (al-fen-
ta-nil) n. a narcotic analgesic drug
used to relleve severe pain. Il is ad-



alfuzosin

ministered by
name: Rapifen.

alfuzosin (alfew-zoh-sin) n. an
alpha blocker commonly used in the
treatment of men with lower uri-
nary tract symptoms thought to be
due to benign prostatlc hyperplasia
(see prostate gland). Trade name:
Xatral.

ALG n. antilymphocyte globulin. See
antilymphocyte serum.

algesimeter (al-jé-sim-it-er) n. a
piece of equipment for determining
the sensltlvity of the skin to varlous
1ouch stimull, especlally those caus-
Ing pain.

-algla syfJix denoting pain.

algld (al-jid) adj. cold: usually de-
scribing the cold clammy skin asso-
cialed with certain forms of
malaria.

alginic acld (al-gin-lk) 7. an
antacld drug used to treat heart-
burn caused by acid reflux into the
gullet and hiatus hernla. It is ad-
ministered by mouth, often in the
form of alginates and in comblna.
tion with other drugs. Trade names:
Gastrocote, Gaviscon, etc.

algorithm (al-gdo-rith-2m) n. a se-
quential set of instructions used in
calculations or problem solving,
such as a stepwise series of instruc-
tions with branching pathways to
be followed to assist a physician In
comlng 1o a diagnosls (dlagnostic a.)
or declding on a lreatment stralegy
(therapeutic a.).

allenation (ay-1i-&n-ay-shdn) a. (in
psychlatry) 1. the experlence that
one's thoughts are under the control
of somebody else, or that other peo-
ple participale in one’s thinking. 2.
insanity.

allmemazine (trimeprazine)

injection. Trade
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(ali-mem-a-zeen) n. an antihista-
mine drug (a phenothiazine deriva-
Live) that also possesses sedative
properties. Given by mouth. it is
malnly used in the Lreatment of pru-
ritus and urticarla (nettle rash).
Trade name: Vallergan.

alimentary canal (ali-ment-er-{)
n. the long passage, exlending from
the mouth to the anus, through
which food passes Lo be digested and
absorbed.

aliquot (al-i-kwot) n. one of a known
number of equal parts of a com-
pound or solution.

atkalaemla (al-kd-lee-mid) n. ab-
normally high blood alkallnlty See

also alkal

alkall (al-ka- l)) na base that Is sol-
uble in water. Alkaline solutions
turn litmus paper blue. See base.

alkalold (al-ki-lold) n. one of a di-
verse group of nitrogen-containing
substances that are produced by
plants and have poteni effects on
body function. Many alkalolds are
important drugs, including mor-
phine, quinine, atropine, and
codelne.

alkalosls (al-ki-loh-sis) n. a condi-
tion in which the alkallnity of body
fluids and tissues is abnormally
high. This arises because of a fallure
of the mechanisms that usually
malntain a balance between alkalis
and acids in (he arterlal blood (see
ncld base balance)

n. see al i

nll(yhllng agont (al-kl-lay- um,)
n. a drug, such as cyclophos-
phamlde, that disrupts the growth
ol a malignant tumour by damaging
the DNA in the tumour cell nuclei.

ALL 5. acute lymphoblastic leu-







allocheiria

allochelria (al-oh-keer-id) n. a con-
dition in which the sensation
aroused by a stimulus applied to one
side of the body is referred to the op-
posile side.

allogenelc (al-oh-jé-nay-ik) adj. de-
scribing grafted tissue derived from
a donor of the same species as the
reciplent but with different histo-
compatlbility.

allograft (al-oh-grahft) n. a living
tissue or organ graft between two
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patches that may regrow; Il s an ex-
ample of an organ-specific auto-
immune disease. a. fotalis total hair
loss, due to an auloimmune condi-
tlon. androgenetic a. hair loss in
women, which Is associated with in-
creasing age. scarring (or cicatricial)
a. alopecia in which the hair does
not regrow, as occurs in lichen
planus and discoid lupus erythema-
tosus.

aipha agonlst (al-f4) n. see sympa-

s of the same Un-
less the graft is from an identlcal
twin, it will not survive uniess the
reciplent is treated to suppress the
body’s immune response lo the for-
eign tissue.

allopathy (&-lop-d-thl) n. (in
homeopathic medicine) the ortho-
dox sysiem of medlclne, in which
the use of drugs Is directed to pro-
ducing effecis in the body that will
directly oppose and so alleviate the
symptoms of a disease. Compare
homeopathy.

allopurinol (al-oh-pewr-i-no) n. a
drug administered by mouth in the
treatment of chronlc gout. It ncts by
reducing the level of urlc acld in tis-
sues and blood. Trade name: Zy-
loric.

all-or-none law a. the principle
that tissue, such as nerve fibres, can
produce only one of two reactlons
to a stimulus. Regardless of the In-
tensity of the stimulus, such tissue
will show either a total response or
no response at all.

almotriptan (al-moh:-(rip-tan) n. see
SHT, agonist.

alopecla (baldness) (al-6-pee-
shid) n. absence of hair from areas
where it normally grows. a. areata a
condilion characterized by bald

1C.

alpha block drenaer
gic blocker) n. a drug that pre-
vents the stimulailon of alpha-
adrenergic receptors at the nerve
endings of the sympathetic nervous
system by noradrenaline and adren:
allne: it therefore causes wldening
of arterles (vasodilatatlon) and a
drop in blood pressure. Alpha block-
ers Include alfuzosin, doxazosin.

h lamine, phenoxyb i

moxisylyte, indoramin, prazosin,
and tamsulosin.

alpha cella pi. n. the cells in the
islels of Langerhans that produce
glucagon. Compare beta cells, delia
cells.

alpha-fetoproteln (afp) (al fi-fec-
toh-proh-teen) n. a protein that is
formed in the liver and yolk sac of
the fetus and is present in the am-
niotic fluid and secondarlly in ma-
ternal blood. The level of afp is el
evated In spina bifida, twin and
triplel pregnancies, and certain
olher conditions and decreased in
Down’s syndrome. This can be de-
tected by a maternal blood test per-
formed between the 16th and 18th
weeks of pregnancy to aid prenatal
diagnosis of these conditions.

Alport's syndrome (awl-ports)n.
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a heredilary disease that causes
nephrilis accompanied by deafness.
Affected males usually develop end-
slage renal fajlure and, unless
treated with a kidney transplant,
die before the age of 40. Females
have a better prognosls. {A. C. Al-
port (1880-1959). South African
physiclan]

alprazolam n. a benzodlazepine
used to relieve anxlety and as a
sedallve. It is administered by
mouth. Trade name: Xanax.

alprostadll (al-pros-té-dil) n. a
pr landin drug administered by
infusion to improve lung blood Row
in newborn babies with congenital
heart defects who are awaiting
surgery and by injection intlo the
corpora cavernosa of Lthe penis or by
application into the urethra to treat
ereclile impotence in men. Trade
names: Prostin VR, Caverject,
MUSE.

ALS n. 1. see advanced life support.
2. see antilymphocyte serum. 3. see
(amyotrophic lateral) sclerosis.

ALT 1. see alanine aminotrans-
ferase.

alteplase (al-té-playz) n. a tissue-
type plasminogen activator made by
genetie enginecering. Administered
by injection, It is used to dissolve
blood clots (see fibrinolytic), espe-
cially in the coronary arteries of the
heart. Trade name: Actllyse.

alternative medicine (awlter-
na-liv) n. see complementary medi-
cine.

altitude sickness (mountaln
sickness) (al-ti-tewd) n. the con-
dition (hat reults from unaccus-
tomed exposure 1o a high allitude
(4500 m or more above sea level). Re-
duced almospheric pressure and

Alzhelmer's disease

shoriage of oxygen cause deep rapid
breathing, which lowers the con-
centrailon of carbon dioxide in the
blood.

aluminium chloride hexahy-
drate (al-yoo-min-1im) . a power-
ful antiperspirant used in the treat-
ment of conditions associated with
excessive sweating (see hyperhidro-
sis). It is applied to the skin in the
form of a solution. Trade names: An-
hydrol Forte, Driclor.

aluminium hydroxide n. a safe
slow-acting antacid. It is adminis-
tered by mouth, alone or in com-
bination wlth other antacids, in
the treatment of indlgestlon, gastric
and duodenal ulcers, and reflux
oesophagitis. Trade names: Alu-
Cap, Aludrox.

alveolitls (al-vee-ch-ly-tis) n. in-
flammatlon of an alveolys or al-
veoll. Chronic inflammation of the
walls of the alveoli of the lungs is
usualiy caused by Inhaled organic
dusts (extrinsic allergic a.; see bird-
lancler’s lung, farmer’s lung) but
may occur spontaneously (crypto-
genic flbrosing a.).

alveolus (al-vee-oh-lis) n. (pl. al-
veoll) 1. (in the lung) a blind-ended
alr sac of microscoplic size. 2. the
part of the upper or lower jawbone
that supports the roots of the teeth
(see also mandlible, maxilla). 3. the
sac of a racemose gland (see also ac-
Lnus). 4. any other small cavity, de-
pression, or sac. —alveolar adj.

alverine cltrate (al-véreen) n. a
bulking agent and antlspasmodic
drug used to treat the irritable
bowel syndrome and other colonic
disorders. It is administered by
mouth. Trade name: Spasmonal.

Alzhelmer’s disease (alts-hy-



merz) A. a progressive form of de-
mentla occurring in middle age or
later, characterized by loss of short-
term memory, deterioration in both
behaviour and intellectual perfor-
mance, and slowness of thought. It
is associated with damage to cholin.
erglc pathways in the brain and the
presence of excess amyloid protein
in braln tissue. [A Alzhclmer

22

hood by preventing the formation of
a clear image on the retina.

amblyoscope (orthoptoscope,
synoptophore) (am-blee-d-skohp)
n. an Instrument for measuring the
angle of a squint and assessing the
degree to which a person uses both
eyes together.

ambulant (am-bew-lint) adj. able
to walk.

(1864-1915), German ph
amalgam (i-mal-gém) n. any of a
group of alloys containing mercury.
In dentistry amalgam filllngs are
made by mixing a silver-tin alloy
with mercury in a machine known

as an amalgamator.
dl 145-d

)n.an
antiviral drug used in the preven-
tlon and treatment of influenza in-
fections. Because it increases the ac-
tion of dopamine in the brain, it Is
also used to treat Parkinson’s dis-
ease. Trade name: Symmetrel.

amaurosis (am-aw-roh-sis) n. par-
tial or complete blindness. a. fugax
acondition in which loss of vision Is

y (am-bew-layt-er-i) aq;
relating to walking. a. treatment
treatment that enables a patient to
remain on hls or her feet.

AMD n. see (age-related) macular de-
generalion.

lla (4 lid) n.
total absence of the arms or legs due
to a developmental defect. It Is one
of the fetal abnormalities induced
by the drug thalldomide laken early
in pregnancy. See also phocomelia.

amelloration (3-mee-li-er-ay-shdn)
n. general improvement in the con-
ditlon of a patient; reductlon in
severity of the symptoms of a dis-
ease.

ital

transient. ( rot-
Lk) adj.
tamillal Idi

Tay-Sachs discase.

ambivalence (am-biv-iléns) n. (in
psychology) the condition of hold-
ing opposite feelings (such as love
and hate) for the samne person or ob-
ject.

amblyopla (am-blee-oh-pid) n. poor
sight, not due 1o any detectable dis-
ease of the eyeball or visual system,
known colloquially as lazy eye. a. ex
anopsia a condition in which factors
such as squlnt (see strabismus),
cataract, and other abnormalities of
the oplics of the eye (see relraction)
impair its normal use In early child-

y n. sce

{4-mee-loh-blas-
{oh-mi) n. a locally malignant tu-
mour of the jaw that develops from

1-forming cells lobl )
but does not contain enamel.

amenorrhoea (am-en-6-ree-d) n.
the absence or stopping of the men-
strual periods. primary a. the non-
appearance of menstrual periods at
puberty. This may be due (o absence
of the uterus or ovarles, a genetic
disorder, or hormonal imbalance.
secondary a. Lhe stopping of men-
slrual periods afler establishment
al puberty, for reasons such as pitui-
tary or thyroid hormone deficiency
or anorexia nervosa.

amentla (i-men-shd) n. failure of
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devel of the intel} 1 (ac-

aminopeptidase
oh-

ulties. See mental retardation.

amethocaline (i-meth-6-kayn) n.
see tetracaine.

ametropla (am-é-troh-pid) n. any
abnormality of refraction of the eye,
resulting In blurring of the image
formed on the retina.

amiloride (i-mll-6-ryd) n. a polas-
sium-sparing diuretic that causes
the Increased excretion of sodium
and chloride; 11 Is often combined
with a thiazide or loop diuretic lo
reduce the potassium loss that oc-
curs with these drugs. Trade name:
Amilamont.

amino acld (&-mee-noh) n. an or-
ganic compound that contains an
amino group (-NH;) and a carboxyl
group (-COOH). Amino acids are
Nundamental constituents of all pro-
teins (see table). Some can be syn-
thesized by the body; others (see es-
genlial amino aclid) muslL be
obtained from protein in the dlet.

s

¥ idopathy (i
asld-op-a-thi) n. see maple syrup
urine disease.

'l Ay X h

gloo-teth-i-myd) n. a drug used in
the treatment of advanced breast
and prostate cancer and Cushing’s
dlsease due (o a malignant tumour.
Because !t inhlbits synthesis ol
adrenal sterolds, il is usually given
with corticosterold replacement
therapy. Trade name: Orimeten.
See also aromatase inhibitor.
aminoglycosides (i-mee-noh-gly-
koh-sydz) pl. n. a group of antiblot-
ics active against a wide range of
bacteria. Included in the group are
gentamicin, neomyein, and strepto-
mycln. Because of thelr toxicity,
they are used only when less toxic
antibaclerials are Inefectlve or con-
traindicated. They are usually ad-
minislered by injection.
aminopeptidase (i-mee-noh-pep-
ti-dayz) n. any one of several en-

Amino acld Abbrevialion Amino acid Abbreviation
alanine ala *leucine leu
arginine arg *lysine lys
asparagine asn *methlonine met
aspartic acld asp *phenylalanine phe
cysteine cys proline pro
glutamic acid glu serine sefr
glulamine gin *threonine thr
glycine gly “iryptophan tp
hislidine his lyrosine tyr

*isoleucine ite *valing val

b4

" an essantial amino acid

The amino acids occurring in proleins



aminophyltine

zymes In the intestine that cause the
breakdown of a peptide, removing
anamino acid.
aminophylline (aml-nof-il-een)n. a
drug that relaxes smoolth muscle
and stimulates respiralion. Admin-
Islered by mouth or injection, il Is
used in the treatment of asthma and
chronic bronchitis. Trade name:
Phyllocontin Continus.
amiodarone (ami-oh-di-rohn) n.
an anti-arrhythmic drug used to
control a variety of abnormal heart
rhythms, including atrial fibrilla-
tion and abnormally rapid heartbeal.
It is administered by mouth or by in-
jectlon. Trade name: Cordarone X.
amitosls (ami-toh-sis) n. divislon
of the nucleus of a cell by a process,
not involving mitosis, in which the
nucleus Is constricied inlo two.
amitriptyline (ami-trip-til-een)n. a
tricyclic antidepressant drug thal
has a mild tranquilllzing aclion.
Trade names: Elavll. Lentizol.
AML 7. acule myeloid leuk i

2

memory for events preceding the
trauma.

amnlhook (am-ni-huuk) n. a small
plastic hooked Instrument for per-
forming amniotomy. The hook is
inlroduced through the cervix.

I® (am-nl-oh-sen-t
sis) #. withdrawal of a sample of
amnlotic (luld surrounding an em-
bryo in the uterus, by means of a
syringe inserted through the ab-
dominal wall, to enable prenatal di-
agnosls of chromosomal abnormali-
ties (such as Down’'s syndrome) and

bolic and other 1 dis-
orders (such as spina bifida).
amnlon (am-ni-6n) n. the mem-
brane that forms initlally over the
dorsal part ol the embryo but scon
expands to enclose it completely
within the amnlotic cavity. —am-
nlotlc (am-ni-ot-ik) ad).
amnloscopy (am-nl-0ss-kd-pl) 2.
examination of the inslde of the am-
niotic sac by means of an Insiru-

See invelold (leukaemia).

amlodipine (am-loh-dy-peen) n. a
calcium antagonist used to treal
hypertension and angina pecloris.
It is administered by mouth. Trade
name: Istin,

ammonla (i-moh-nid) a. a colour-
less gas with a pungent odour that
can be cooled and compressed to
form aliquld. Ammonium saits are
used as expectoranls and ammonia
itsell (in very dilute form) Is used as
areflex stimulant. Formula: NH,.

amnesla (am-nee-zid) n. lolal or
partlal loss of memory following
physical injury, discase, drugs, or
psychological trauma. amterograde
a. loss of memory for events follow-
ing Lthe trauma. retrograde a. loss of

ment ) that s passed
through the abdominal wall. cervi-
cal a. examination of the amniotic
sac through the cervix (neck) of the
uterus.

amnlotic cavity n. the fluld-filled
cavity between the embryo and the
amnlon. See also amniolc fluld.

amnlotic fluld 7. the Nuid con-
tained within the amniolic cavity.
1t surrounds the growing fetus, pro-
tecting it from exiernal pressure.
See also amniocentesis.

amniotomy (artificial rupture
of membranes, ARM) (am-ni-
ot-dmi) n. a method ol surgically in-
ducing labour by puncturlng the
amnion surrounding the baby in the
uterus using an amnihook or simi-
lar instrument.
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barbital (amy bitone)
(am-oh-bar-b}- tal) n. an intermedi-
ate-acting barbilurate used to treat
severe insomnia in patients already
taking barblturates. Trade names:
Amytal, Sodlum Amytal.
amoeba (i-mee-bi) n. (pl. amoe-
bae) any protozoan of jelly-like con-

sistency and irregular and con-.

stantly changing shape. Some
amoebae cause disease in humans

ampulla

potential difference of 1 volt is ap-
plied between its ends. Symbol: A.
amphetamines (am-fet-Iminz) pl.
n. a group of sympathomimelic
drugs that have a marked stimulant
actlon on the cenlral nervous sys-
tem. D (d het,
mine; Dexedrine), administered by
mouth, is used in the ireatment of
narcolepsy and atiention-deflcit/
hyperncllvny d\sarder Tolerance to

(see Fi ba) bic adj
—amoebold adj.

amoeblasls (ami-by-a-sis) n. see
dysentery.

amoabicide (i-mee-bisyd) n. an
agent that kills amocbae.
amorolfine (am-oh-rol-fcen) 2. an
antifungal drug used to treat ring-
worn, candldosis, and other fungal
Infections of the skin and nails. It Is
applicd externally as a cream or nall
lacquer. Trade name: Loceryl.
ine (i-moks-i-peen) n. a
tricyclic antldepressant drug simi-
\lar (o imipramine. It is adminis-
tered by mouth. Trade name:
‘Asendis. ,
amoxiclllin (3-mok-st-sil-in) n. an
antlbiotic used to treat infections
caused by a wide range of bacterin

lops rapidly,
and prolonged use may lead to de-
pendence. See also methylpheni-
date.
amphlarthrosls (am-fi-arth-roh-
sis) n. a slightly movable Joint in
which the bony surflaces are sepa-
rated by fibrocartilage (see symphy-
sis) or hyaline cartilage (see syn-
chondrosis).
phoric breath (am-
fo-rik) pi. n. see cavernous breath
sounds.
amphotericin (am-foh-te-rl-sin) .
an antifungal drug used (o treat
deep-seated fungal infections. Il can
be administered by mouth, but is
usually given by intravenous Infu-
sion. Trade names: Abelcet, Am-
Blsome, Amphocll, Fungltin, Fun-

and other microorgani: It is ad-
ministered by mouth; sensitivity to
penicillin prohibits its use. Trade
name: Amoxil.

AMP (ad | h
phnta) n. a compound conmlmng
adenine, ribose, and one phosphate
group. AMP occurs in cells and is
involved in processes requiring the
transfer of energy (see ATP).

ampere (am-pair) n. the basle Sl
unit of electrlc current. It is equal to
the current floying through a con-
ductor of resislance 1 ohm when a

ampiclilin (am-pl-sll-in) n. an antl-
biotic administered by mouth or in-
jection in the treatment of a variely
of infections, including those of the
urinary, respiratory, blllary, and in-
testinal tracts. Trade names: Pen-
britin, Rimacillin.

ampoule (ampule) (am-pool) . a
sealed glass or plastic capsule con-
taining one dose of a drug in the
form of a sterile solution for injec-
tion.

ampulla (am-puul-3) n. (p/. ampul-



amputation

lae) an enlarged or dilated ending of
a tube or canal. a. of Vater the di-
lated part of the common bile duct
where It is joined by the pancreatic
duct. [A. Vater (1684-1751), German
anatomist]

amputation (am-pew-lay-shdn) n.
the removal of a limb, part of a limb,
or any other portion of the body
(such as a breast).

amsacrine (am-si-kreen) n. a cy-
totoxic drug administered by injec-
tion to treat acute myeloid leu-
kaemia. Trade name: Amsidine.

amylase (am-i-layz) n. an enzyme
that occurs in saliva and pancreatic
juice and alds the digestion of
starch, which it breaks down into
glucose, maltose, and dextrins.

amylobarbitone (ami-loh-bar-bi-
tohn) n. see amobarbital.

amylold (am-i-loid) n. a glycopro-
tein, resembling starch, that is de-
posited in the Internal organs ln
amyloidosis. f-amylold protein has
been found in the brains of
Alzheimer's patienls.

amyloldosis (ami-lold-oh-sls)n. in-
filtration of the liver, kidneys,
spleen, and other tissues with amy-
lold. primary a. amyloidosis with-
out any npparent cause. secondary
a. a late complication of such
chronic infections as tuberculosis
or leprosy.

amylopectin (ami-loh-pek-tin) n.
see starch.

amylopsin (ami-lop-sin) n. an amy-
lase found in the pancreatic juice.
amylose (am-l-lohz) n. see starch.
smyotonia congenita (floppy
baby syndrome) (ay-my-d-toh-
nla kon-jen-1td) n. a former diagno-

" sis for varlous conditions, present
at birth, In which the baby’s mus-
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cles are weak and floppy (i.e. hypo-
tonic). The term is becoming obso-
lete as more specific dlagnoses are
discovered to explain the cause of
flopplness in bables.

amyotrophy (ami-ot-rdfi) n. a pro-
gresslve loss of muscle bulk associ-
ated with weakness, caused by dis-
ease of the nerve that supplies the
affected muscle. diabetic a. wasting
of Lthe quadriceps muscle and loss of
the knee jerk due lo disease of the
femoral nerve, associated with poor
diabetic control.

an- prefix. see a-.

anabolle (ani-bol-ik) ad). promot-
ing tissue growth by increasing the
metabolle processes that are in-
volved in protein synthesls. Ana-
bollc steroids are synthetic forms of
male sex hormones. See nandrolone,
stanozolol.

anabolism (&-nab-6l-izm) n. the
synthesls of complex molecules,
such as proteins and fats, from sim-
pler ones by living organisms. See
also anabolic, metabolism.

anacidity (ani-sid-itl) n. a defi.
clency or abnormal absence of acid
in the bedy fluids.

anacrotism (in-ak-rét-izm) a. the
condition in which there is an
abnormal curve In the ascending
line of a pulse tracing. It may be
seen in cases of aartic stenosis.
—anacrotic adj.

anaemia (i-neemli) 2. a reduction
in the quantity ol the oxygen-carry-
Ing pigment haemoglobin in the
blood. The main symptoms are ex-
cesslve tiredness and fatlgability,
breathlessness on exertion, pallor,
and poor resistance to Infection.
The many causes ol anaemia in-
clude loss of bleod (haemorrhagic
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a.); lack of iron (iron-deficiency a.).
the increased destruction of red
blood cells (haemolytic a.), and Lhe
impaired production of red biood
cells (see also aplastic anaemia,

sation. general a. an anaesthetic,
such as halothane, thal affects the
whole body. local a. an anaeslhetic,
such as lidocaine, thal affects a par-
ticular area or reglon of the body.

ia, per (
Anaemias can be classifled on the
basis of the size of the red cells,
which may be large (lmacrocytic a.),
small (microcytic a.). or normﬂl
slzed (normocytic a.).

2. adj. reducing or abolishing sen-
satjon.

anaesthetist (in-ees-thét-ist) n. a
medically qualified doctor who ad-
ministers an anaesthetlc to induce

lnnoroln (an-alr-rohb) n. any or-
ganism. especlally a microbe, that
{s able to live and grow in the ab-
sence of free oxygen. Compare aer-
obe. —anmeroble (an-air-roh-bik)

adj.
anaeroblic respliration n. a iype
of cellular respiration in which
foodstufls (usually carbohydrates)
are never completely oxidized be-
_ cause molecular oxygen is not used.
snaesthesla (anis-theez-14) n. loss
of fecling or sensatlon In a part or
all of the body, especially when in-
duced by drugs. general a. total un-
usually achieved by
Ing a ion of In-
Jections and gases. local a. loss of
feeling in a limited area of the body,
Induced for minor operatlons, par-
tlculariy many dental procedures.
1t may be achleved by injections of
substances such as lidocaine close
to a local nerve, which deadens the
Ussues supplied by that nerve: re-
glonal a. anaesthesla (usually of a
limb) achleved by encircling local
anaesthetic solutions or by dlrect
application of anaesthetic lo one or
more peripheral nerves. See also
epidural, spinal anaegthesla.
anaesthetic (anis-thet-ik) 1. n.an
agent that reduces or abolishes sen-

q

in a patlent before
a surgical operatlon.

anagen (an-a-Jén) n. the growth
phase of a hair folllcle, lasting two 1o
three years. It is followed by a (ran-
sitlonal stage, called catagen, which
lasts for about two weeks. and then
aresting phase, telogen. On average
about B5% of halrs are in anagen
and hence growing actively.

anal (ay-nal) adj. of, relating 1o, or
affecling the anus. a. canal the ler-
minal portion of the large Intestine,
which is surrounded by the muscles
of defecation (a. sphincters). The
canal ends on the surface at the anal
orifice (see anus). a. fissure see [is-
sure.

analeptic (and-lep-tik) n. a drug
that reslores consciousness 10 a pa-
tlent In a coma. Analeptics act on
the cenlral nervous system to stim-
ulate the muscles Involved in
breathing.

analgesia (an-iljeez-id) n. reduced
sensibility (o pain. without loss of
consciousness and without the
sense of touch necessarily being af-
fected.

analgesic (an-il-jee-sik) 1. n. a
drug that relieves pain. Aspirin and
paracetamol are mild analgesics;
morphine and pethidine (narcotic or
oploid analgesics) are more potent.



See also narcotic. 2. adj. relieving
pain.
analogous (i-nal-5-giis) adj. de-
scribing organs or parts that have
similar functions in difTerent or-
ganisms although they do not have
lhe same evolutionary origin or de-
Compareh 1
analogue (an-d-log) 1. n. a drug
that differs In minor ways in mo-
lecular structure from its parent
d. Useful | of ex-
Isting drugs are elther more potent
or cause fewer side-efTects. Carbo-
platin, for example, Is a less toxlc
analogue of cisplatin. a. insulin see
insulin. See also LHRH analogue. 2.
adj. relating to or designating i.n
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pressure, and even sudden death. In
this extreme form |t is called ana-
Dphylactic shock. Trealment, which
must be given immedlately, consists
of adrenaline (cpinephrine) injec-
tlon, oxygen with possible advanced
support of the airway, intravenous
Nuids, mlravenous corticoslerolds,
and antih
tic adj.

anaplasia (ani-play-zia) n. a loss
of normal cell characterisllcs or dif-
ferentiation. Anaplasia is typical of
rapidly growing malignant tumours
(called anaplastic tumours).

anasarca (ani-sar-kd) n. massive
swelling of the legs, trunk, and gen-
italia due to retention of fluld

d ): found in ive heart

formation that can be repr
by a continuously varying quantlty.
a. hearing ald see hearing aid. a.
image a tradillonal X-ray image on
film in shades ranging smoothly
from black to white. It can be con-
verted to digital format. Compare
digital.

analysls (i-nal-Isis) n. (in psychol-
ogy) any means of understanding
complex mental processes or ex-
periences. See also psychoanalysls.

analyst (an-4-list) n. a person who
performs analysis.

anaphase (an-d-fayz) n. the third
stage of mitosis and of each division
ol melosis.

anaphylaxis (ani-fil-aks-iss) n. an
emergency condltion resulting from
an abnormal and | dlate aller-

fallure and some forms of renal fail-
ure,

anastomosls (4 nass-t6-moh-sis)
n. 1, (in analomy) a communicatlon
between two blood vessels without
any intervening capillary network.
arteriovenous a. a thick-walled blood
vessel that connects an arteriole di-
rectly with a venule, found in the
skin of the lips, nose, ears, hands,
and feet. 2. (In surgery) an artificial
connection between two tubular or-
gans or parts, especially between
iwo normally separate parts of the
intestine or two blood vessels. See
also shunt.

anastrazole (an-ass-iri-zohl) n. see
aromatase inhibitor.

t (3-nat-6mi) n. the study

glc response {o a substance to whlch

ol‘lhe s(ructure of living organisms.

the body has y sen-
sitlzed. It results In nushmg itch-
ing, nausea and vomiting, swelling
of the mouth and tongue and alrway
enough to oflen cause obsiruction,
wheezing, a sudden drop In blood

dicine It refers to the study of
the form and gross structure of the
varlous parts of the human body.
See aiso cytology. histology, physi-
ology. —enatomical (ani-tom-i-k'l)
adj. -—anatomist 1.
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anconeus (an-koh-niis) . a mus-
cle behind the elbow thal assisls in
extending the forearm.

"(an-‘;l-loh-stoh-mé) n.'a genus oi‘

anergy

syndrome is an X-linked (see sex-
linked) recessive condition, in
which the body does not react io an-
drogens because androgens recep-
lors do not l'uncuon

small parasitic des that in-
habit the small intestine (see hook-
worm). A. duodenale the specles that
most commonly Inresls humans
i-loh-stoh

my- ésls) n. an infestation of the
small intestlne by the pnrasillc
hookworm Ancyl

andr (an-droj-én-1-
zay- shbn) n. the Nnal effects of the
exposure ol sensitive tissues to an-
drogens, |L.e. the development of sec-
ondary male sexual characteristics.
Androgenization can occur abnor-
mally in females, who may develop

See hookworm (disease).

ANDI (an-di) n. an acronym for ab-
normal development and involu-
Ulon, used to tabulate benign disor-
ders of the breast.

andr- (andro-) prefix denoting man
or the male sex.

androgen (an-drd-Jén) n. one of
group of slerold hormones, includ-
ing testosterone, androsterone, and
dihydr one. that stLimul
the development of male sex organs
and male secondary sexual charac-
teristics. The principal source of
these hormones is the testis bul they
are also secreted by the adrenal cor-
tex and ovarles In small amounts.
In women excessive production of
androgens glves rise to masculin-
Ization. Naturally occurring and
synthetic androgens are used in re-

ive body halr, male-pattern
baldness, and clitoromegaly.
andrology (an-drol-oji) n. 1. the
study of male infertility and impo-
tence. It includes seminal onalysis
and other investigalion procedures
to determine the causes of Infertil-
ity, which determine the treatment
undertaken. 2. the study of andro-
gen production and the relationship
of plasma androgen to androgen ac-
tlon. —androloglet n.
androstenedione (an-drd-sieen-
dy-ohn) n. see adrenarche, dehy-
droepiandrosterone.
androsterone (an-drost-cr-ohn) .
a steroid hormone (see androgen)
that is synthesized and released by
the testes and is responslble for con-
trolling male sexual development.
anencephaly (an-en-sef-ill) #. par-
tial or 1 b of the bones

placement therapy and as
agents. See also dehydroeplandros-
terone. -—androgenic adj.
androgen Insensitivity -yn-
drome n. a form of d

of the rear of the skull, the
meninges, and the cercbral hemi-
spheres of the brain. It occurs as a

) | defect and most al-

maphrodillsm in which an indlvid-
ual who is genetically male (XY) has
female externabgenitalia and sec-
ondary sexual characleristics but
lacks female reproductive organs;
testes are present internally. The

l‘ecled Infants are stillborn: if born
live they do not survive for more
than a few hours. See also nlpha-
fetoprotein. —anencephallc adj.
anergy (an-er:ji) n. 1. lack of re-
sponse to a speclfic antigen or aller-



aneurine

gen. 2. lack of epergy. —anerglc
adj.

aneurine (vitamin B4) (an-yoor-
in) n. see vitamin B.

aneurysm (an-yoor-izm) n. a bal-
loon-like swelling in the wall ol an
artery, due {o disease or congenital
deficlency. aortic a. an aneurysm
that most frequently occurs in the
abdominal aorta, below the level of
the renal arterles (abdominal aortic
a., AAA). Beyond a cerlain slze it is
prone to rupture: an acute surgical
emergency. arteriovenous a. a dlrect
communication between an artery
and veln, wlthout an inlervening
caplllary bed. berry a. a small sac-
cular aneurysm Iy affecting
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puppet syndrome) (ayn-jél-
man) n. a disorder of development
characterized by severe learning
dilficulties, absence of speech,
seizures, jerky movements, a char-
acteristic facial expression, and a
happy social disposition. It is caused
by a genelic abnormalily on chro-
mosome 15. [H. Angelman (1915-96),
British paediatrician]

angl- (anglo-) prefix denoting blood
or lymph vessels.

anglectasls (an-ji-ek-ti-sis) . ab-
normal dilation of blood vessels.

anglitie (vasculltis) (an:jl-I-tls)
n. a patchy inflammation of the
walls of small blood vessels.

branches of the circle of Willis in
the brain. Usually associated with
congenital weakness of the vessels,
they are a cause of cerebral haem-
orrhage In young adulls. Charcot-
Bouchard a. a small aneurysm
found within the brain of clderly
and hypertensive subjects. Such
aneurysms may ruplure, causing
cerebral haemorrhage. dissecting a.
a condition In which a tear occurs in
the lining of (usually) the first part
of the aorla, which allows blood to
enter the wall and track along (dls-
sect) the muscular coat. A dissect-
ing aneurysm may ruplure or il
may compress the blood vessels
arising from the aorta and produce
Infarction (localized necrosls) In (he
organs they supply. ventriculara. a
condition that may develop In the
wall of the lelt veniricle alter myo-
cardial Infarction. Heart failure
may result or thrombosis within the
aneurysm may acl as a source of em-
bolism. —aneurysmal adj.
Angelman syndrome (happy

gl (an-jy-nd) n. a sense of sul-
focatlon or suffocating pain. a. pec-
toris pain In the cenlre of the chest,
which Is induced by exercise and re-
lieved by rest and may spread to the
jaws and arms, Angina pectoris oc
curs when the demand for blood by
the heari exceeds the supply of the
coronary arterles and it usually re-
sults from coronary artery ath-
eroma. [t may be prevented or re-
lieved by such drugs as glyceryl
(rinitrale and propranolol or by
surgery (see angioplasty, coronary
artery bypass graft). See also Lud-
wig's angina.
angiocardiography (an-ji-oh-kar-
dl-og-rifi) n. X-ray examination of
the chambers of the heart afler in-
troducing a radiopaque contrasl
medium into the alria, ventricles,
or great vessels by cardiac catheter-
ization. Video images are recorded
on Mm or elecironic media, oflen
using digital subtraction (ech:
nigques.
anglodysplasla (an-ji-oh-dis-play-
zid) n. an abnormal collection of



small blood vessels in the wall of the
bowel, which may bleed.
anglogenesls (an-ji-oh-jen-i-sis)n.
the formation of new blood vessels.
This process is essential for the de-
velopment of a tumour and is pro:
moted by growth [actors.
anglography (an-i-og-rifi) a.
Imaging of blood vessels. computer-
ized tomographic a. angiography in
which a contrast agent, usually in-
Jecled into a vein, enhances the den-
sity of the blood, which can then be
seen on two- or three-dimensional
Images. with surrounding tissues
hidden by the computer. coronary
a. an X-ray lechnlque for examining
the coronary arteries and chambers
of the heart in which video images
are recorded during contrast-
medium Injection. See arteriogra-
phy. fluorescein a. a technique for
visualizing blood flow in the retina,
In which the dye fluoresceln
sodium, injected into the blood.
stream. causes the retinal blood ves-
sels to [luoresce. fluoroscopic a. an-
giography in which the contrast
medium is injecled during X-ray
Nuoroscopy. Positive (radiopaque)
conirast medium containing iodine
or negative (radiolucent) gas (car-
bon dioxlde) may be used. indo-
cyanine green a. a technique for vi-
sualizing blood Ntow in the choroid
layer of the eye alter the injection of
the dyve indocyanine green. mag-
netic resonance a. magnetic reso-
nance imaging ol blood vessels, ei-
ther after injection of magnelic
‘resonance contrast agent, which
glves an increased signal from the
-blood. or relyving on the movement
blood to give a lack of signal in
plane heing examined.

anglotensin

anglology (anji-ol-0ji) n. the
branch of medicine concerned wilh
the structure, function, and diseases
of blood vessels.

angioma (an-ji-oh-md) n. (pl. an-
glomata) a benign tumour com-
posed of blood vessels or lymph ves-
sels. arteri a. (arteri
malformation, AVM) a knot of dis-
{ended blood vessels that may occur
in many parts of the body. When
overlying and compressing the sur-
face of the brain, il may cause
epllepsy or subdural haematoma.
cherry a. (Campbell de Morgan spot)
a small red spot. consisting of a
minor vascular malformation. oc-
curring on the trunk in middle-aged
and elderly people. See also hae:
mangioma, lymphangioma.

anglo-oedema (angioneurotic
oedema) (an-ji-oh-ce-dee-méi) n.
see urticarla.

angloplasty (an-jl-oh-plasti) n. re-
palr or reconstruction of narrowed
or completely obstrucled blood ves-
sels. balloon a. (percutaneous trans-
luminal a., PTA) enlargement of the
lumen of a blood vessel by means of
an inflatable balloon, mounted on
the tip of a Nexible catheter, under
X-ray screening control. coronary a.
balloon angioplasty of a seclion of
coronary artery narrowed by ath-
croma.

anglosarcoma (an-jl-oh-sar-koh-
md) n. a sarcoma arising in the
blood vessels.

anglospasm (an-ji-oh-spazm) 1. see
Raynaud’s disease.

gl in (an-jl-oh in)m. ei-

ther of two peptides. a. I a peptide
derived, by the action of renin. from
a protein secreted by the liver into
the bloodstream. a. !I a peptide,




formed from anglotensin I by en-
zyme action, thal causes constric-
tion of blood vessels and stimulates
the release ol vasopressin and al-
dosterone, which increase blood
pressure. See also ACE inhibltor.

1 in Il ant

gl g n.a
drug that blocks the actlon of the
hormone angiotensin Il, which con-
stricts blood vessels, and is there-
fore useful in treating hypertenslon.
Such drugs include candesorian
(Amias), irbesartan (Aprovel), losar-
tan (Cozzar), telmisartan (Micardis),
and valsartan (Diovan). They are
taken by mouth.

angstrom (ang-slrom) n. a unit of
length equal Lo one len milllonth of
a millimetre (10-'° m), sometimes
used to express wavelenglhs and
interatomic distances. Symbol A.

anhedonla (an-hee-doh-nia) n. total
loss aof the feeling of pleasure Ln acts
that normally give pleasure.

anhidrosls (an-hy-droh-sis) a. the
absence of sweating in the presence
of an appropriate stimulus for
sweating, such as heat, which may
accompany dlsease or occur as a
congenital defect. See also hypo-
hidrosis.

anhldrotic (an-hy-drot-ik) 1. n. any
drug that inhibits the secretion of
sweat, such as an anlicholinergic
drug. 2. adj. inhibiting sweating.

anhydraemla (an-hy-dree-mié) n.
a decrease In the proportion of
water, and therefore plasma, in the
blood.

anhydrous (an-hy-dras) adj. con-
taining no water.

anlline (an-il-een) n. an olly com-
pound obtalned from coal tar and
widely used in the preparation of
dyes.
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anlon (an-1dn) n. a negatively
charged ion. which moves lowards
the anode (positive electrode) when
an electric current is passed
through the solulion containing it.
Compare cation. a. gap the difTer.
ence between the concentrations of
catlons (positively charged lons)
and anlons, calculated from the for-
mula(Na* + K*)-(HCO, +Cl'): Itis
used to estimate the unaccounted-
for anions in the blood in cases of
melabolic disturbance.

aniridia (ani-rid-id) n. congenlial
absence of the irls (of the eye).

anlsocytosls (an-I-soh-sy-loh-sis}
n. an excessive variation In size be-
{ween individual red blood cells.

anlsomella (an-1-soh-mee-lid) n. a
difference In size or shape between
the arms or the legs.

anlsometropia (an-I-soh-mé-troh-
pli) n. the condition in which the
power of refraction in one eye dif-
fers markedly from that in the
other.

ankie (an-k’l) n. 1. the hinge Joint
between the leg and the fool. It con-
sists of the talus (ankle bone), which
projects into a socket formed by the
lower ends of the tibia and fibula.
2. the whole region of the ankle
Joint, Including the tarsus and the
lower parts of the tibia and fibula.

ankylobtepharon (ankli-loh-blef
er-on) n. abnornal fusion (partial or
complete) of the upper and lower
eyelid margins.

ankylosing spondylitlis (anki:
loh-zing) n. see spondylitis.

ankylosls (ankl-loh-sls) n. patho
logical fusion of the bones across a
Joint space, either by bony tissue
(bony a.) or by shortening of con
necting fibrous tissue (fibrous a.).
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Anhkylostoma (ank!loh-stoh-ma)
n. see Ancylostoma.
annulus  (an-yoo-liis) #&. (in
anatomy) a circular opening or ring-
shaped structure. —annular adj.
ano- prefix denoting the anus.
anodyne (an-3-dyn) n. any treat-
ment or drug that soothes and eases
pain.
anomaly (3-nom-ali) n. any devla-
“tlon from the normal, especlally a
K ital or devel | defect.
‘—anomalous adj.
anomla (i-noh-mid) n. a form of
hphasla in which the patient is un-
able 1o give the names of objects, but
'-“relalns the ability to put words to-
'gether Into speech.
anomie (an-oh-mi)a. a condlition in
which a person is no longer able to
identily with or relate to others, re-
yulting in apathy, loneliness, and
idistress.
&wnychla (ano6-nik-id) n. congenil-
-ial absence ol one or more nails.
Anopheles (i-nof-l-leez) n. a genus
-of widely distributed mosquitoes.
The malarial parasite (see Plasmo-
‘dlum) is transmitted to h

antagonist

resull is severe loss of welght, often
with amenorrhoea, and sometimes
even death from starvation. The
problem often starts with an obses-
sive desire to lose welght but the un-
derlying cause of the illness is more
complicated. Patients must be per-
suaded (o eat enough to maintaln a
normal body welght and their emo-
tional disturbance is usually treated
wilh psychotherapy. See also bu-
limia.
anosmla (an-oz-mld) n. absence of
the sense of smell. Permanent anos-
mia may (ollow certain viral infec-
tions, head injuries, and twmnours af-
fecting the olfactory nerve.
anovular (anovulatory) (an-ov-
yoo-ler) adj. not associated with the
development and release of a female
germ cell (ovum) In the ovary, as in
anovular menstruation.
snoxaemla (an-oks-ee-mid) n. a
condition in which there is less than
the normal concentration ol oxygen
in the blood. See also hypoxaemia.
anoxla (an-oks-id) 1. a condition in
which the tissues of the body re-

solely through the bite ol female
Anopheles mosquitoes.
snophthalmos (an-off-thal-més)
n. congenilal absence of the eye.
anoplasty (ay-noh-plasti) n. a sur-
gical technique used to repair a
weak or injured anal sphincter.
snorchlsm (an-or-kizm) n. congen-
i1al absence of one or both lestes.
anorexia (an-er-eks-id) n. loss of ap-
pelite. a. nervosa a psychological Wl-
_ness, most commen In female ado-
lesoents, in which the patients
starve themselves or use other tech-
niques, such as vomiting or taking
laxatives, to induce weight loss. The

ceive i s of oxy-
gen. See also hypoxia. —anoxle adj.

ant- (antl-) preflx denoting opposed
to; counteracting; relieving.

Antabuse (ant-i-bews) n. seedisul-
firam.

antacld (ant-ass-id) n. a drug, such
as aluminium or magnesium hy-
droxide, sodium bicarbonate, or cal-
clum carbonate, that neutralizes the
hydrochloric acid secreted in the di-
gestive juices of the siomach.
Antacids are used to relieve dis-
comlort in disorders of the digestive
system.

antagonlist (an-tag-dn-ist) n. 1. a
muscle whose action (contraction)
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opposes thal of another muscle (see
agonist). 2. a drug or other sub-
stance with opposite action to that
of another drug or nalural body
chemical. —antagonism n.

ante- prefix denoting before.

anteflexion (anti-flek-shén) #. the
bending forward of an organ. A mild
degree of anteflexion of the uterus is
consldered to be normal.

ante mortem (an-ti mor-tém) adj.
before death. Compare post mortem.

antenatal (anti-nay-t’l) adj. of or
relating to the period of pregnancy;
before blrth. a. dlagnosis see prena-
tal diagnosis.

antepartum (anli-par-tum) aj. oc-
curring before the onset of labour. a.
haemorrhage bleeding lrom the gen-
ilal tract after the 24th week of preg-
nancy until the birth of the baby.

anterlor (an-teer-l-er) adj. 1. de-
scribing or relating io the front
(ventral) portion of the body or
limbs. 2. describing the front part of
any organ. a. chamber the part of
Lhe eye between the cormea and lens,
which Is filled with aqueous hu-
mour. :

anteverslon (antl-ver-shon) n. the
forward inclination of an organ, es-
peclally the normal forward [ncli-
nation of the uierus.

anthelmintic (an-thel-min-tik) 1.
n. any drug, such as plperazine, or
chemical agent used to destroy par-
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Streptomyces. Doxorubicin is the
most imporiant member of this
group of compounds, which have
wide activity against tumours.
anthrax (an-thraks) a. an acute in-
fectious disease of farm animals
caused by the bacterium Bacillus
anthracis. In humans the disease at-
tacks either the lungs, causing
pneumonta, or the skin, producing
severe ulceration (malignant pus-
tule). Woolsorter's disease is a seri-
ous infection of the skin or lungs by
B. anthracis, aflecting those han-
dling wool or pelts (see occupational
disease). Anthrax can be (reated
with penicillin or tetracycline.
anthrop- (anthropo-) prefix de-
noting the human race.
antl-androgen (anti-an-drd-jén) n.
any one of a group of drugs that
block the cellular uptake of testos-
terone by the prustate gland and are
therefore used In the treatment of
prostate cancer, which is an andro-
gen-dependent tumour, and various
sexual disorders in men. See bicalu-
tamide, cyproterone, finasteride,
flutamide.
antl-arrhythmle (anti-d-rith-mik)
n. any of a group of drugs used to
correct irregularlities in the heart
beal (see arrhythmia). They include

e,
verapamil, disopyramide, and lido-
caine.

asitic worms (helmi and/or re-
move them from the body. 2. adj.
having the power to destroy or elim-
inate helminths.

anthracosls (an-thri-kobh-sis) n.

jal (anti-bak-teer-ial)
adj. describing an antiblotic that is
actlve against bacterla.

antiblotic (antl-by-ot-ik) n. a sub
stance, produced by or derived from

see coal-worker’s I
anthracycline (an-thri-sy-kleen)

n. any of numerous antibiotics syn-

thesized or isolated [rom species of

a microor I that destroys or
Inhibits the growth of other micro
organisms. Antibiotics are used to
treat infections caused by organ



ns that are sensilive to them, usu-
y bacteria or fungl. See ailso
1inoglycosides, antifungal, anti-
-al drug, cephalosporin, chloram-
enicol, penicillin, quinolone,
-eplomycin, tetracycline,
libody (an-ti-bodi) n. a speclal
nd of blood protein that Is synthe-
:ed In lymphold tlssue in response
the presence of a particular anti-
n and circulates in the plasma to
tack the antigen and render il
rmless. Antibody fonmnation is the
sis of both immunity and allergy.
icholinergic (anti-koli-ner-jik)
J. inhibiting the action of acetyl-
oline. a neurotransmitter In the
rasympathetic nervous system.
icholinergic drugs relax smooth
uscle, decrease the secretlon of
llva, sweal, and digestive Juice,
d dilate the pupil of the eye.
ticholinesterase (antl-koll-
's-ter-ayz) n. any drug or other
bstance that inhibits the action of
olinesterase and therefore allows
etylcholine to continue transmit-
1g nerve impulses.
ticoagulant (anti-koh-ag-yoo-
nt) n. an agenl, such as heparin or
wrfarin, that prevents the clotting
blood and is used In the (reatment
such condlitions as (hrombosls
id embolism. Incorrect dosage
ay result in haemorrhage.
ticonvulsant (anti-kén-vul-
nt) n. a drug, such as sodium val-
oale or phenytoin, that prevents
reduces the severity of selzures
various types of epilepsy. Anti-
nvulsants are ajso known as
Wiepileptic drugs.
H D . the rhesus-factor antibody,
rmed by rhesus-negative individ-
ils following exposure to rhesus-

antigen

posltive blood. See haemolytic dis-
ease of the newborn.

antldepressant (anti-di-press-int)
n. a drug that alleviates the symp-
toms of depression. The most widely
prescribed group are the tricyclic
antidepressants (TCAs), such as
amitriptyline and imlpramine. See
also MAO Inhibitor, SSRI.

antidiabetic druge (anti-dy-i-bet-
ik) pl. n. drugs used to control dia-
beles mellitus. Type 1 diabetes is
treated with the wide range of for-
mulations of insulln. Type 2 dia-
betes Is treated mainly with oral
hypoglycaemic drugs bul ln some
cases insulin may be required.

antldiuretic hormone (ADM)
(antl-dy-yoor-et-1Ik) n. see vaso-
pressin.

antidote (an-ti-doht) 5. a drug that
counteracts the efects of o-polson.

antlemetic (antl-i-mel-ik) 2. adrug
that prevents vomiting, used to treat
such conditions as motion sickness
and vertigo and to counteract nau-
sea and vomlting caused by other
drugs.

antleplleptic drug (anti-epi-lep-
1ik) n. see anticonvulsant.

antifibrinolytic (anti-fib-rin-&-11t-
1K) adj. describing an agent that in-
hibits the dissolution of blood clots
(see fibrinolysis). Antlfibrinolytic
drugs include aprotinin and tranex-
amicacld.

antifungal (antimycotic) (anti-
fung-al) adj. describing a drug that
kills or inactivates fungi and is used
to treat fungal (including yeast) in-
fections. Antifungal drugs include
amphotericin, griseofulvin, the im-
idazoles, nystatin, terbinafine, and
tolnaflate.

antigen (an-ti-j¢n) n. any substance



antlhaemophlllc factor

that may be specifically bound by
an antibody molecule. —antigenic

adajy.
antlh philic factor (antl-
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groups of anti-inflammatory drugs
act against one or more of the medi-
alors that Initiate or maintain

lon. They lude anti-

heem-0-111-1k) n. see Factor VIIL.
antl HBc n. antibody against hepa-
titis D core anligen.
antl HBs n. antibody against hepa-
titis B surface antigen.

histamines. glucocorticoids (see
corticosteroid), and nonsteroidal
antl-inflammalory drugs (see
NSAID). 2. 2. an anti-inflammatory
drug.

antlhl ine (anti-hist-i )
n. adrug that inhibits the action of
histamine In the body by blocking
the receptors for histamine, of
which there are two types: H, and
H.. When stimulated by histamine,
H, receptors may produce such al-
lergic reactions as hay fever, pruri-
tus (ilching), and urticarla (nettle
rash). Antihistamines that block H,

antlilymphocyte serum (antl)-
lymphocyte globulin, ALS,
ALG) (anti-lim-foh-syt) n. an anu-
serum containing antibodies that
suppress lymphocytlc activily. ALS
may be given lo prevent the im-
mune reaction thal causes lissue re-
Jjection followIng transplantation of
organs (e.g. kidneys) or bone mar-
row.

antimetabollte (anti-mi-tab-&-lyt)

receptors (H,-receptor ).
such as acrivastine, astemlizole, and
chlorphenamine, are used lo relieve
these conditions. Many H,-receptlor
antagonists (e.g. cyclizine, prometh-
azine) also have strong antlemetic
activity and are used to prevent mo-
tion sickness. The most common
side-elfect of these drugs, especially
the older ones (c.g. azatadine,
diphenhydramine, promethazine),
is drowsiness and because of this
they are sometimes used to promote
sleep. H, receptors are found mainly
In the stomach, where stimulation
by histamine causes secretion of
acid gastric Juice. H receptor an-
tagonists (e.g. cimetidine, famotl-
dine, nizatidine, ranilidine) block
these receptors and so reduce gas-
tric acid secretion; they are used In
the treatment of peplic ulcers and
gastro-ocsophageal reflux discase.
antl-Inflammatory (antl-in-flam-
4-to-ri) 1. adj. describing a drug that
reduces inflammation. The various

n. a drug that interferes with the
normal metabolic processes within
cells by combining with the en-
zymes responsible for them. Some
drugs used in the treatment of can-
cer, e.g. fluorouracil. methotrexate.
and mercaptopurine, are anti-
melabolites. Side-effects can be se-
vere, involving blood cell disorders
and digestive disturbances. See also
cytotoxic drug.

antimitotic (anti-my-tot-ik) n. a
drug that inhibils cell division and
growth. The drugs used to treat can-
cer are mainly antimitotics, See also
antimetabolite, cytoloxic drug.

antfmycotic (anti-my-kot-Ik) ad)
see antifungal.

antl-oestrogen (anti-ees-{rd-jén)
n. one ol a group of drugs that op
pose the action of oestrogen. It in
cludes tamoxifen, which is used in
the treatment of breast cancers de
pendent on oestrogen. Because they
stimulate the production of pitui
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tary gonadotrophins, some anti-
oestrogens (e.g. clomifenc) are used
to Induce or stimulate ovulation in
infertility treatment (see super-
ovulation). Slde-effects of anti-
oestrogens include hot Nushes, itch-
ing of the vulva, nausea, vomiting,
and fluid retention.

antloxidant (anti-oks-i-dént) n. a
substance capable of neutralizing
oxygen free radicals, the highly ac-
tive and damaging atoms and chem-
ical groups produced by various dis-
ease processes and by poisons,
radiation, smoking, and other agen-
cles. Antioxldants include vitamin
C (ascorble acid), vitamin E (loco-
pherols), and beta carotene. Evi-
dence is accumulating that admin-
Istratlon of these substances can
reduce the incid ofa ber of

used to treat severe menial disor-
ders (psychoses), Including schizo-
phrenla and mania; some are ad-
ministered in small doses to relleve
anxiety. Formerly known as major
tranquiliizers. antipsycholic drugs
Include the phenothiazines (e.g.
chlorpromazine), butyrophenones
(e.g. haloperldol) and thioxanthenes
(e.g. flupentixol). atypical a. one of a
group of antipsychotlcs, including
clozapine and risperidone, that are
used in treating patienis unrespon-
slve to conventional antipsychotles.
Side-effects of many antlpsychotics
at high doses include abnormal in-
volunlary movements.

antlpyretic (anti-py-rel-ik) n. a
drug thal reduces fever by lowering
the body temperature.

serious diseases.

antiperistalsis (anti-pe-ri-stalsis)
h. a wave of contractlon in the ali-
mentary canai thal passes in an orul
(i.e. upward or backwards) direc-
tion. Compare perlslﬂlsls

antl y drug (antl-si-kree-
térl) n. any drug that reduces the
normal rate of secretlon of a body
fluid, usually one that reduces acld
secretion into the slomach. Such
drugs Include anticholinergic
drugs, Hy mceplor anlagonisis (see

antiph

lymlromo (aml fos-foh-lp-id) n
nn autoimmune dlsease In which
the presence of antibody against
phospholipld |Is assoclated with a
tendency 1o thrombosis and - in
women of childbearing age - recur-
rent (three or more) miscarriages.
In pregnant women blood clots form
In the placenta, resulting in the
fetus being deprived of nourish-
ment. Trealment is by low-dose as-
plrin or heparin.

antiprugltic (antl-proor-1t-ik) n. an
agent, such as calamine or crola-
miton, that relleves itchlng.

antipsychotle (anti-sy-kot-ik) adj.
describing one of a group of drugs

ant ), and proton-pump
inhlbitors.
antlsepsls (anti-sep-sis) n. the
elimination of bacterla, fungi.
viruses, and other microorganisms
that cause disease by the use of
chemlcal or physical methods.
antiseptic (anti-sep-tik) n. a chem-
ical, such as methenamine or
celrimide, that destroys or tnhibits
the growth of dlsease-causing bac-
teria and other microorganisms.
Antiseptics are used externally to
cleanse wounds and Internally to
treat infectlons of the intestine and
bladder.
antiserum (anti-seer-im) n. (pl.
antisera) a serum that contains
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antibodles against particular antl-
gens; it may be injected to treat, or
give temporary protection against,
speclfic discases. Anlisera are pre-
pared in large quantities in such an-
imals as horses.

antlsoclal (anti-soh-shal) adj. con-
trary to the accepted standards of
behavlour in soclety.

antisoclal personality disor-
der n. a personalily disorder char-
acterized by callous unconcern for
others, irresponsiblility, violence,
disregard for social rules, and an in-
capacity for maintaining enduring
relationships. It was formerly
known as dyssoclal personality, psy-
chopathy, or sociopathy.

antispasmodic (anti-spaz-mod-ik)
n. a drug, such as alverine citrate
or mebeverine, that relieves spasm
of smooth muscle in the gut.

antiepastic (antl-spas-tik) n. a
drug that relieves spasm of skelelal
muscle. See also muscle relaxant.

antlstatic (anti-stat-1k) adj. pre-
ventlng the accumulation of static
electricity.

antithrombin (anil-throm-bin)n.a
substance or effect that inhibits the
oction of thrombin in the circula-
tion, preventing unwanted clotling.

antitoxin (antl-toks-in) n. an antl-
body produced by the body to coun-
(eract a toxin formed by invading
bacteria or from any other source.

antitragus (antl-tray-gis) a. a
small projection of cartilage above
Lhe lobe of the ear, opposlte the Lra-
gus. See pinna.

antitussive (anti-tuss-iv) 2. a drug,
such as pholcodine, thal suppresses
coughing.

antl { ) (anti-
ven-een) A. an anliserum contain-
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ing antibodles agalnst specific poi-
sons In the venom of such an ani-
mal as a snake, spider, or scorplon.

antlviral drug (anti-vy-rdl) n. a
drug effective against viruses that
cause disease. Antiviral drugs In-
clude aclclovir, ganciclovir, foscar-
net, zidovudine, amantadine, and
ribavirin. They are used for treat-
Ing herpes, cytomegalovirus, HIV,
and respiratory syncytlal virus in-
fections (among others).

antrectomy (an-trek-tdmi) n. 1.
surgical removal of the bony walls
of an antrum. See antrostomy. 2. a
surgical operation in which a part of
the stomach (the antrum) ls re
moved, used In the treatment of
some peptlc ulcers.

antroscopy (an-tros-képl) a. in-
spection of the inslde of the maxil-
lary sinus (see paranasal sinuses)
using an endoscope (called an antro-

scope).

antrostomy (an-trost-5mi) 2. a sur-
gical operation to produce an artifl-
cial opening (o an antrum In a bone,
so providing dralnage for any fluid.
The aperation is sometimes carried
out to treat infection of the para:
nasal sinuses.

antrum (an-irim) 5. 1. acavlty, es-
peclally a cavity in a bone. a. of
Highmore the maxillary sinus (se¢
paranasal sinuses). (N. Highmore
(1613-85), English physician) mas-
toid (or tympanic) a. the space con-
necting the air cells of the mastoid
process with the chamber of the
inner ear. 2. the pari of the stom-
ach adjoining the pylorus.

anuria (d-newr-i) a. failure of the
kidneys to produce urine.

anus (ay-niis) n. the opening ot the
lower end of the alimentary canal,
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through which the faeces are dis-
charged. It opens out from the anal
canal and Is guarded by two sphinc-
ters. —anal adj.
anvll (an-vil) a. (in anatomy) see
Incus.
anxlety (ang-zy-itl) n. generalized
pervaslve fear. a. disorder any one
of a group of mental or behavioural
disorders In which anxiety Is the
most prominent feature. See gener-
alized anxietly disorder, neurosis,
panic disorder, post-iraumatlc
stress disorder. a. state a condition
In which anxlety dominates the pa-
tient's life. .
anxiolytie (anghk-si-oh-lit-ik) ad).
describing a group of drugs used
{o treal anxiely of various causes.
Formerly known as minor tran-
quillizers, they include the benzodi-
azeplnes, buspirone, and meproba-
mate. Prolonged use may resull in
dependence. .
sorta (ay-or-td) n. (pl. aortae or
sortas) the main artery of the body,
from which all others derive. ab-
dominal a. the part of the descend-
Ing aorta below the diaphragm. arch
of the a. the part of the aorta that
urches over the heart. ascending a.
the part of the aorta that arlses from
the left ventricle. descending a. the
part of the aoria that descends in
tront of the backbone. thoracic a. the
part of the descending aorta from
the arch of the aorta (o the dia-
phragm. —aortlc (ay-or-tik) ad).
ortic aneurysm n. see aneurysm.
ortic regurgltation n. reflux of
ood from the aoria into the left
entricle during diaslole. Aortlc re-
urgitation most commonly follows
carring of the aortic valve as a re-
ult of previous acute rheumatic

APEL

fever, but it may also result from
other condltions, such as syphilis or
dissecting aneurysm.

aortic replacement n. a surgical
technique used lo replace a diseased
length of aorta, most often the ab-
dominal aorta. It usually Involves
Inserting into the aorla a flexible
tube of artificial material, which
functions as a substitute for the dis-
eased sectlon.

aortlc stenosls n. narrowing of
the opening of the aortlc valve due
to fusion of the cusps that comprise
the valve. It may result from previ-
ous rheumatic fever, or from calci-
fication and scarring in a valve that
has two cusps Instead of the normal
three, or it may be congenltal.

aortlc valve n. see semilunar
valve.

aortitls (ay-or-iy-tls) a. Inflamma-
tlon of the aorta, which is often as-
soclated with a varlely of poorly
understood autolmmune condi-
tlons, such as Behget’s syndrome
and Takayasu's dlsease.

aortography (ay-or-tog-rifi) . X-
ray examinatlon of (he aorta in
which a series of lmages is taken
during the injection of a radiopaque
contrasi medium. It has now largely
been replaced by other cross-
sectional imaging techniques.

apathetic hyperthyroldism
(apd-thet-ik) n. see hyperthyroid-

Ism. .
APEL (APL) n. Accreditation of
Prior (Experiential) Learning: a sys-
tem In which previous experience
and learning are acknowledged by
educational establishments and are
given academic value, Evidence for
the learning and experience must
be provided for scrutiny. The level
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at which learning and experience is
valued varles between educational
establishments. See also CATS.

aperient (3-peer-lént) n. a mild lax-
ative.

aperistaisls (ay-pe-rl-stalsis) n.
the absence of perlstaltic movement
In the intestines.

apex (ay-peks) n. the tip or summit
of an organ:; for example the heart or
lung. The apex of a tooth is the tip of
the rool. See also apical.

apex beat n. the impact of (he
heart against the chest wall durlng
systole. It can be felt or heard to the
lent of the breastbone, in the space
betiwveen the Mth and sixth ribs.

Apgar score (ap-gar) n. a method
of rapidly assessing the general
state of a baby immedlately after
birth. A maximum of 2 points Is
given for each of the following signs.
usually measured at one minute and
five minutes afler dellvery: type of
breathing. heart rate, colour, mus-
cle tone, and response to stimuli. [V.
Apgar (1909-74), US anacsthellsl]

aphagia (i-fay-jia) n. loss of the
abllity to swallow.

aphakia (a-fay-kid) n. absence of
the lens of the eye: the state of the
eye alter a cataract has been re-
moved and no Intraccular lens has
been inseried. —aphakle adj.

aphasla (dysphasla) (i-fay-zid)
n. a disorder of language afTecting
the generation and content of
speech and its understanding. It Is
caused by disease In the left hall of
the brain (the dominant hemi-
sphere) in a right-handed person.
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the nerves and muscles involved in

the generation and articulation of

speech.

aphrodistac (afré-diz-iak) n. an
agent that slimulates sexual excite-
ment.

aphthous ulcer (af-this) n. a
small ulcer, occurring singly or in
groups in the mouth as white or red

spots.

apical (ay-pl-k’l) adj. of or relating
to the apex of an organ or tooth. a.
abscess see abscess.

aplcectomy (ay-pi-sel-1dmi) n. (in
dentlstry) surgical removal of the
apex of the rool of a looth, now often
called root end resection.

APL n. see APEL.

aplasla (i-play-zia) n. total or par
tial fatlure of development of an
organ or tissue. See also agenesls
—-aplastic (ay-plas-tlk) adJ.

aplastic anaemia n. a severe
form of anacmia, resistant to ther
apy. 1n which the bone marrow fails
to produce new blood cells (see pan
cytopenla). There are several
causes, including a reaction to toxh
drugs.

spnoea (ap-nee-) n. iemporary cee
satlon of breathing from any cause
formally defined as a reduction In
nasal air flow (o less than 30% of
normal for more than 10 seconds. n
index (he number of apnom
eplsodes per hour of sleep. a. mon!
tor an electronic alarm, responding
to a baby's breathing movement
that can monitor babies at risk from
cot dealh. See also sleep apnoua

adj

—aphaslc adj.

aphonla (i-foh-nié) n. absence or
loss of the voice caused by disease ol
the larynx or mouth or disease of

apocrine (ap-o-kryn) adj. 1. de
scribing sweal glands that occw
only In hairy parts of the body, m
peclally the armpit and groin. Thes
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glands develop in the hair follicles
and appear afler puberty has been
reached. Compare eccrine. 2. de-
scribing a type of gland that loses
part of its protoplasm when secret-
Ing. See secretion.
apolipoprotein (apoprotein)
{apo-lip-oh-proh-teen) n. any one of
a family of proteins found in
llpoproteins. Apolipoproleins have
a variety of [unctions, which in-
clude acting as ligands for the bind-
ing of enzymes (apolipoprotein B)
and as cofaclors [or the action of
other enzymes (apolipoproteins A
amd C).
apomorphine (apd-mor-feen) n. a
drug used mainly in the treatment
of parkinsonism that is poorly con-
frolled by levodapa. [t is adminis-
tered Ly subculaneous injection or
Infusion. Trade names: APO-go,
Writaject.
sponeurosis (apo-newr-oh-sis) n.
athin but strong fibrous sheet of tis-
sue that replaces a tendon in mus.
cles that are flat and sheetlike and

apperception

in the ordered removal of cells and
occurs naturally as part of the nor-
mal development, maintenance, and
renewal of cells, tissues, and organs.
Failure of apoptosis has been impli-
cated in the uncontrolled cell divi-
sion that occurs in cancer.

appendectomy (ap-én-dek-1omi)
n. US appendicectomy.

appendicectomy (i-pen-di-sck-
18mi) n. surgical removal of the ver-
miform appendix. See also appen-
dicitis.

appendicitis (i-pen-di-sy-tis)n. in-
Nammation of the vermiform ap-
pendix. acute a. the most common
form of the condition, usually afl-
fecting young people. The chief
symptlom is abdominal pain, first
central and laler in the right lower
abdomen, over the appendix. If not
treated by surgical removal (appen-
dicectomy) the condition usually
progresses o cause an abscess or
generalized peritonitis. chronic a. a
formerly popular dlagnosis to ex-
plain recurrent pains in the lower

have a wide area of atlach (e.g.
lo bones). —-aponeurotic (apd-
newr-ot-ik) adj.
apophysis (i-pol-i-sis) . a protu-
berance of bone to which a tendon is
altached. a. cerebri the pineal gland.
~—apophyseal adj.
physitie (3-pol-i-sy-tis) n. in-
mation of any agpphysis caused
by excessive pull of a tendon to
which it is atlached. See Osgood-
Ichlatter disease. Sever’s disease.

abd It is rore. and appen-
dicectomy will not usually cure
such pains.

appendlcular (ap-én-dlk-yoo-ler)
adj. 1. relating ta or alfecting the
verniiform appendix. 2. relating to
the limbs.

appendix (vermiform appen-
dix) (&-pen-diks) a. the short thin
blind-ended tube, 7-10 cm long. that
isattached to the end of the caccum.
1thas no known funclion in humans
and is liable to becone infected and
inflamed (see appendicitis).

spoplexy (ap-6-pleksi) n. see
stroke.

spoprotein (apd-proh-leen) n. see
wpolipoprotein.

poptosis (4-pop-td-sis) n. pro-
grammed cell death, which results

tl (ap-er-sep-shon) n.
(m ps\cholngy) the process by
which the qualities of an object, sit-
uallon, elc.. perceived by an indi-
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vidual are correlated with his/her
preexisting knowledge.

appestat (ap-&s-tat) n. a region in
the brain that controls the amount
of food intake. Appetite suppres-
sants probably decrease hunger by
changing the chemical characteris-
Ucs of this centre.

applanation (ap-l4-nay-shén) n.
flattening of the cornea. It Is used to
determine intraocular pressure (a.
fonomeltry). See tonometer.

applicator (ap-ll-kay-ter) n. any de-
vice used to apply medication or
{reatment to a particular part of the
body.

apposlition (apd-zish-dn) n. the
state of two structures, such as paris
of the body, being in close contact.
For example, the fingers are
brought Into apposition when the
fist is clenched.

appralsal (i-pray-2'l) n. the evalu-
ation of an individual’s perfor-
mance, usually by an Immediate
line manager. Appraisals are per-
formed on a regular basis for Na-
tlonal Health Service employees.

apraclonidine (ap-ri-kloh-ni-
deen) n. a sympathomimetic drug
administered in the form of eye
drops to reduce or prevent raised
intraocular pressure afler laser
surgery. Trade name: lopidine.

apraxia (dyspraxia) (i-praks-1a)
n. an inabllity to make skilled move-
ments with accuracy. This is a dis-
order of the cerebral cortex most
often caused by disease of the parl-
etal lobes of the brain.

aprotinin (i-proh-in-In) n. a drug
that prevents the breakdown of
blood clots (fibrlnolysis) by block.
ing the actlon of the enzyme plas-
min, i.e. it is an antifibrinolytic
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drug. It is administered by Lnjection
to control Lhe severe bleeding that
may occur In certain cancers, wilh
fibrinolylic treatments, and during
open-hearl surgery. Trade name
Trasylol.

APT n. alum preclpitated (oxoid: a
preparation used for immunization
against diphtherla.

APTT 5. activated partial thrombo
plastin time (see PTTK).

APUD cells pi. n. cells that share
the metabolic properly of amine
precursor uptake and decarboxyla
tion. They are widely distributed,
especially in (he mucosa of the gas
trointestinal tract and pancreas,
and are able to form a large varicty
of peptide substances.

apudoma (apuud-oh-md) n. a tu
mour that contains APUD cells and
may give rise to symploms caused
by excessive productlon of the hor
mones and other peptides that these
cells produce. Argentallinomas, ga
{rinomas, and VIPomas are exam
ples.

apyrexia (ap-l-reks-l8) n. the ab
sence of fever.

aqua (ak-wa) n. waler. a. destillat
dlistilled water. a. fortis nitric ackl

aqueduct (ak-widukt) n. (i

y) a canal Ining Nuld
a. of the midbrain (cerebral a., a. o
Sylvius) a canal connecting the thint
and fourth ventricles. [F. Sylvius dr
]a Boe (1614-72), French anatomist|

aqueous humour (ay-kwi-is) n
the watery fuid that fllls the cham
ber of the eye immediately behiml
the cornea and In front of the lens

arachidonlc acid (d-rak-i-don ik
n. see essential fatly acld.

arachnodactyly (i-rak-noh-dak
till) n. see Marfan's syndrome.




chnold (arachnold mater)
rak-noid) n. the middle of the
‘ee membranes coverlng the
iln and spinal cord (see
ninges), which has a fine, almost
yweb-like, texture. a. villi thin-
lled projections of the arachnoid
o the blood-filled sinuses of the
ra, through which cerebrospinal
id lows from the subarachnold
ice into the bloodstream. Large
Il (Pacchionian bodies) are found
the reglon of the superior saglttal

us.
chnolditis (i-rak-noid-I-tis) n.
infl y process )

ckening and scarring (1bresis) of

Argyll Robertson puplt

arch- (arche-, archi-, archo-)
prefix denoting [irst; beginning;
primitive; ancestral.

arcus (ar-kis) a. (in anatomy) an
arch. a. senilis a greyish line in the
periphery of the cornea, common in
the elderly. It begins above and
below the cornea bul may become a
continuous ring.

ARDS n. see adull respiratory dis-
tress syndrome.

areola (i-ree-5ld) n. 4. the brownish
or pink ring of tlssue surrounding
the nipple of the breast. 2. the part
of the iris that surrounds the pupll
of the eye. 3. n small space in a tis-
sue. —areolar (i-ree-dler) adj.

*membranous linings (meni

he spinal canal. The resulling en-

pment of nerve roots may result
| pain, and b in

1aflected area. Arachnoiditis may

n. loose ive
tissue consisting of a meshwork of
collagen, elastlc tlssue, and reticu-
lar fibres interspersed with numer-
ous ive Ussue cells.

ult from infection of the
ninges, surgery, or as a response
the oll-based dyes formerly used
myelography. s

or (ar-ber) n. (in anatomy) a tree-
e structure. a. vitae 1. the tree-
e outline of whlle matter seen in

ARF n. 1. acute renal failure. 2.
acute respiratory failure.

argentaffin cells (ar-jen-ti-fin) pl.
n. cells that stain readily wlth sil-
ver salts. Such cells occur. for ex-
ample, in the crypts of Lieberkilhn
in the intestine.

tions of the cerebell 2. the
elike appearance of the Inner
ds of the cervix (neck) of the
rus.

orization (ar-ber-1-zay-shon) n.
: branching termination of cer-

N Neurone processes.
ovlirus (ar-boh-vy-ris) n. one of
roup of RNA Ining viruses

fiinoma (; ) (ar-
Jen-tnfi-noh-ma) n. a tumour of the
argentaflin cells in the glands of the
Intestine (see apudoma). Argentafli-
nomas typlcally occur In the tip of
the appendlx and are among the
commonest tumours of the small in-
testine.

it are Lransmitted by arthropods
;mce arthropod-borne viruses)
1 cause diseases resulling in en-
»halitls or serioys fever, such as
1gue and yellow fever.

argl (ar-}i ) n. an amlno
acid that plays an Important role in
the formation of urea by the liver.

argon laser (ar-gdn) n. see laser.

Argyll Robertson pupll (ar-gyl
rob-eri-son) n. a disorder of the

€ n. AIDS-related lex: see
DS.

eyes, to several diseases of
the central nervous system (such as



ariboflavinosis

syphllis), in which the pupillary
(light) reflex is absent. Although the
pupils contract normally for near
vision, they fail to contract in bright
light. [D. Argyll Robertson (1837-
1909), Scottish ophthalmologist)

ariboflavinosls (i-ry-boh-flay-vin-
oh-sis) n. the group of symptoms
caused by deficiency of riboflavin
(vitamin B,). These symploms In-
clude inflammation of the (ongue
and lips and sores in the corners of
the mouth.

ARM n. artificial rupture of mem-
branes: see amniotomy.

ARMD 1. sve (age-related) macular
degeneration.

Arnold-Chlar] malformation
(ar-n’ld ki-ar-1) n. a congenital dis-
order in which there is distortlon of
the base of the skull with protrusion
of the lower brainstem and parts of
the cerebellum. [J. Arnold (1835
1915) and H. Chlari (1851-1916), Ger-
man pathologists)

aromatase inhibitor (i-roh-ma-
tayz) n. any of a class ol drugs used
In the treatment of advanced breast
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duce them, or the olls can be com-
bined wilh a base oil and massaged
into the skin.

arrector plil (i-rek-tor py-ly) n. (pl.
arrectores pllorum) a small erec
tor muscle attached to the hair fol
licle. Contraction of the arreclores
pilorum causes goose (lesh.

arrhythmla (3-rith-mid) n. any de
vlation from the normal rhythm
{sInus rhythm) of the heart. Ar
rhythmias include ectopic beats, ec:
topic tachycardias, hibrillation, and
heart block. sinus a. (SA) a normal
variation In the heart rate, which
accelerates slightly on Inspiration
and slows on expiration.

arsenlc (ar-sén-ik) n. a poisonous
greyish metallic element producing
the symptoms of nausea, vomiting,
diarrhoea, cramps, convulsions,
and coma when Ingested In large
doses. Arsenic was formerly used in
medicine, the most important ar
senlcal drugs being arsphenamine
(Salvarsan) and neoarsphenamine,
used in the treatment of syphilis
and dangerous parasitic diseases

bol: As.

cancer in | | women.
By Inhlbiting the actlon of aro-
matase, an enzyme that promotes
the conversion of testosterone to
oestradiol, they reduce oestrogen
levels, which helps in the control of
oestrogen-dependent tumours. Aro-
matase Inhibltors include anastra-
zole (Arimidex), eximestane (Aro-
masin). formestan (Lentaron), and
letrozole (Femara). See also amino-
glutethimide.

aromatherapy (d-roh-mé-th'e-ra-
pi) n. the therapeulic use of fra-
grances derived from essential oils.
These can be inhaled through an in-
(usion of the essential oils thal pro-

arter- (arterl-, arterio-) prefixde
noting an artery.

arterial blood gases (ABGs)
(ar-teer-idl) pl. n. gases present In
arterial blood, normally Including
oxygen, carbon dioxlde, and nitro
gen. Measurements of the partinl
pressures of oxygen and carbon
dioxide, together with the blood's
PH., give information on the oxygen
saturation of the haemoglobin aml
the acld-base state of the blood
which is relevant in critical care sil
ualions and for those requiring res
piratory support.

arteriectomy (ar-leer-l-ek-tomhn
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surgical excision of an artery or
part of an artery.
arterlogram (ar-teer-i-oh-gram) n.
the Iimage produced during arterl-
ography, which is usually stored on
photographic film or electronlc
media.
arteriography (ar-teer-i-og-raf) n.
Imaging of arleries (see anglogra-
phy). The major roles of arteriogra-
phy are to demonstrate the site and
extent of atheroma, especially in the
curonary arteries (see coronary an-
glography) and leg arterles (periph-
¢ral a). and lo demonstrate the
anatomy of aneurysms within the
skull (carotid and vertebral a.).
arterlole (ar-teer-i-ohl) n. a smail
branch of an artery. leading into
many smaller vessels - the capillar-
{es. By thelr constriction and dila-
tlon, under the regulation of the
sympathetlc nervous systemn, arte-
rioles are the principal controllers
of blood flow and pressure.
arterlopathy (ar-tcer-i-op-athi) n.
disease of an artery.
arterloplasty (ar-ieer-i-oh-plas-Ll)
n. surgical reconstruction of an
artery; (or example, in the treat-
ment of aneurysms.

arteriorrhaphy (ar-teer-i-o-rifi) n.
suture of an artery.
arterlosclerosis (ar-teeri-oh-

skleer-oh-sis) n. any of several con-
ditions affecting the arteries. espe-
clally atherosclerosis.
arterlotomy (ar-teer-l-ot-3mi) . an
ncision Into, or a needle puncture
af. the wall of an artery.
arterlovenous (ar-tcer-i-oh-vee-
nds) adj. relating to or affecting an
artery and a vein. a. anastomasis see
anastomosis. a. fistula gee fistula. a.
malformation see angioma.

arthritis

arteritis (ar-ter-1-tis) n. an inflam-
malory discase affecting the mus-
cuiar walls of the arteries. The al-
fecled vessels are swollen and
tender and may become blocked.
temporal (or glant-cell) a. a cond!-
tion that occurs in the elderly. It
most commonly affecis the arterles
of the scalp and blindness may re-
sult from thrombaosls of the arteries
to the eyes.

artery (ar-ter-i) n. a blood vessel car-
rying blood away from the heart.
The walls of arteries contain smooth
muscle fibres, which contract or
relax under the control of the sym-
pathetlc nervous system. See illus-
tration. See also aorta, arteriole.
—arterial adj.

arthr- (arthro-) prefix denoting a
joint.

arthralgla (arthrodynia) (arth-
ral-ja) n. severe pain in a jolnt, with-
out swelling or other signs of arthri-
Uis. Compare arthritis.

arthrectomy (arth-rek-tdml) n.
surglcal exclsion of a joint.

arthritis (arth-ry-tls) n. inflam-
mallon of one or more Joints.
characterized by swelling, warmth,
redness of the overlying skin, pain,
and restriction of motion. Any dis-
ease involving the synovial mem-
branes or resulting in the degenera-
tion of cartllage may cause arthritis.
Treatment of arthritis depends on
the cause, but aspirin and simllar
analgesics are oflen used to sup-
press (nflammation, and hence
reduce pain and swelling. See also
Juvenile chronic arthritis, os-
teoarthritls, psoriasis, rheumatoid
arthritis, seplic (arthritis), haemar-
throsis, pyarthrosis, hydrarthrosis.
—arthritle (arth-rit-ik) adj.
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arthrocentesis (arth-roh-sen-tee-
sis) n. aspiration of Muid from a joint
through a puncture needle.

arthroclasla (arth-roh-klay-zid) n.
the surgical breaking down ol anky-
losis in a joint to permit freer move-
ment.

arthrodeslis (arth-roh-dee-sis) n.
artificial ankylosis: the fusion of
bones across a joint space by sur-
gery, which eliminates movement.
srthrodynla (arth-roh-din ii) n. see
arthralgia.

arthrography (arth-rog-rifi) n. an
X-ray imaging technique for exam-
Ining joints. A contrast medium (ei-
ther radiolucent gas or radiopaque
material) is injected into the joint
space, oullining its contents and ex-
tent accuraltely.

arthrogryposls (arth-roh-gri-poh-
sis) n. congenilal defects of limbs
characterized by contractures (both
flexion and extension) causing fixed
deformities of the joints il un-
treated. a. multiplex congenita a con-
genital disease with multiple causes
fn which there are contractures,
i joints, and absent skin creases,
48 a result of the muscles being re-
placed by fibrous tissue.
arthropathy (arth-rop-athi)n. any
disease or disorder involving a
Joint.

#rthroplasty (arth-roh-plasti) n.
surgical remodelling of a discased

int. To prevent the ends of the
nes fusing after the operation, a

farge gap may be created between
them (gap or excision a.), a barrier of
artificial material may be inserted
(Interposition a.). or one or both
bone ends may be replaced by a
prosthesis of metal or plastic (re-
placement a.). McKee-Farrar a. re-

artificlal insemination

placement arthroplasty of the hip
joint. Both the head of the femur and
the acetabulum are replaced by
metal prostheses; the replacement
acetabulum is cemented into the
bone. total a. replacement arthro-
plasty in which both joint surfaces
are replaced. See also hemiarthro-
plasly.

arthroscope (arth-roh-skohp)n. a
telescope that is inserted into a joint
through a small incision in order to
inspect ils contents (see¢ arthros-
copy).

arthroscopy (ar-thros-képi) n. in-
spectlion of a joint cavity with an
arthroscope, enabling percutancous
surgery (such as meniscectomy)
and biopsy to be performed.

arthrostomy (ar-thros-tomi) n. a
procedure to enable a temporary
opening to be made inlo a Joint cav-
ity.

arthrotomy (arth-rot-6mi) a. asur-
gical incision to open a joint in
order to inspect the contents or 10
drain pus (in septic arthritis).

articulatlon (ar-tik-yoo-lay-shon)
n. (in anatomy) the point or type of
conlact between two boneg. See

joint, !

artificlal heart (u-tifishl) #. a
titanium pump that is implanted
into the body 1o take over the func-
tion of a filing leN ventricle in pa-
tients with heart discase. This al-
lows the diseased ventricle tlime to
recover its function. The pump is
powered by an external battery,
strapped to the patient’s body, lo
which it is connected by wires
passed through the patient’s skin.
The most recent devices are small
cnough to (it into the heart itself.

artificlal inseminatlon ». in-



artificlal kidney

strumental introduction of semen
into the vagina in order that a
woman may conceive. The semen
specimen may be provided by the
husband (AIH - artificial insemina-
tion by husband) in cases of impo-
tence or by an anonymous donor (Df
- donor insemination), usually in
cases where the husband is sterile.

artificlal kidney (dlalyser) n.
see haemodialysis.

artificlal respiration n. an emer-
gency procedure for malntaining a
Now of air into and out of a patient's
lungs when Lthe natural breathing
reflexes arc absent or insufficient.
The simplest and most efficient
method is mouth-to-moulh respira-
tion.

artificlal rupture of mem-
branes (ARM) 5. see amnlotomy.

artificial sphincter n. an appara-
(us designed to replace or supporta
sphincter that Is either absent or in-
effeclive. See also neosphincter.

arytenold cartllage (arl-tee-
noid) n. elther of the iwo pyramid-
shaped cartilages that lie at the back
of the larynx next to the upper edges
of the cricoid cartilage.

ary Id y (a-rit id
ek-tdmi) n. surgical excislon of the
arytenold cariilage of the larynx in
the treatment of paralysls of the
vocal folds.

asbestos (ass-best-os) n. a (ibrous
mineral that is incombustible and
does not conduct heat. It is used in
the form of fabric or boards for its
heat-resistant properties.

bhaatoal best-oh-sis) n. a

lung discase - a form of pneumoco-
niosis - caused by fibres of asbestos
Inhaled by those who are exposed to
the mineral. See aiso mesothelioma.

48

ascarlasis (aska-ry-dsis) n. a dis-
ease caused by an infestation with
the parasitic worm Ascaris fumbri-
coides. Adult worms In the Intestine
can cause abdominal paln. vomit.
ing, constipation, diarrhoea, appen.
dicltls, and peritonitis; migrating
larvae In the lungs can provoke
pneumonina.

Ascaris (ass-ki-ris) 2. o genus of
parasitic nematode worms. A. lum
bricoides the largest of the human
Intestinal nematodes. Larvae hatch
out in the Intestine and then mi
grate via the hepatic portal vein,
liver, hearl, lungs, windpipe, and
pharynx, before returning to the in
testine where they later develop
Into adult worms (see also ascarla
sis).

Aschoff nodules (ash-ofd) pi. n
nodules that occur in Lhe muscular
and conneclive tissue of the hearl
in rheumatic myocarditis. [K. A. 1.
AscholT (1886-1942), German pathol
oglst)

ascites (hydroperitoneum) (4
sy-tecz) n. the accumulation of fluid
in the perlioneal cavity, causing ab
dominal swelllng. chylous a. ascites
that eccurs when the drainage of
lymph from the abdomen is ob
structed. See also oedema.

ascorbic acld (d-skor-bik) n. s
vitamln C.

A8D n. see (atrial) septal defect.

~ase suffix denoting an enzyme.

asepsls (ay-sep-sis) ni. the complet
absence of bacterla, fungi, virus
or other microorganisms that conit
cause disease. Asepsls is the Ideat
stale for the performance of surgiia!
operations and Is achleved by usiny
sterilization (echniques. —aseplis
adj.
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Asherman syndrome (ash-er-
mdn) 1. a condition in which amen-
orrhoea and inferiility lollow a
major haecmorrhage in pregnancy.
It may resull from overvigorous
cureltage of the uterus in an

asplrator

conditlons nearly always arlse in
patients with pre-existing lung dis-
ease and fall into three categories.
The allergic form most commonly
affecls aslhmnlic patients and may
cause collap: or lobes

to control the bleeding. This re
moves the lining, the walls adhere,
and the cavily 1s obliterated to a
greater or lesser degree. Compare
Bheehan’s syndrome. [J. G. Asher-
man (20Lh cenlury), Czechoslova-
kian gynaccologist)

asparaglinase (i-spa-rd-Jin-ayz) n.
an enzyme that Inhibits the growih
of certain (umours and Is used (in
the form of crisantaspase) in the

of alung. The colonizlng form leads
to formation of a fungus ball (as-
pergilloma), usually within a pre-
existing cavity in the lung. In the
third category the fungus spreads
throughout the lungs and may even
dissemlnate throughout the body:
this form s rare bul potentially
fatal.

Asperglllus (ass-per-jil-ds) n. a
genus of fungi, including many com-

Irealmcnl of acute lymphoblastic
ia. Trade name: Er
asparagine (d-spa-ra-jeen) n. see

amino acid.

mon Ids, some of which cause
infectlons of the resplratory system
in humans. A. fumigatus the cause
of aspergillosis.

espartate Inot ase
AST) (ass-par-lay() n. an enzyme
volved in the transamination of
amlno acids. Measurement of AST
In the serum may be tised in the di-
agnosis of acute myocardial infarc-
{lon and acute liver dl 1t was

la (&-sperm-1a) n. strictly, a
lack or fallure of formation of
semen. More usually, however, the
(erm Js used to mean the total ab-
sence of sperm from the semen (se¢
azoospermlia).

formerly called serum glutamic ox-
sloacetic transaminase (SGOT).
tpartic acld (aspartate) (a-
par-tik) n. see amino acid.
Asperger's syndrome (ass-per-
#r2) . a mild form of autism char-
#tterized by aloofness, lack of inter-
®Wt In other people. stilled and
pedantic styles of speech, and an ex-
temslve preoccupation with a very
spaclalized interest (such as lime-
ables). [H. Asperger (1906-80), Aus-
fHan paediatrician]
spergltiosie tass-per-jil-oh-sis) n.
4 group of conditions caused by
Mungt of the genus Aspergilius, usu-
iy Aspergillus fumigatus. These

(A-sfiks-id) . sufl
a llfc threatening condition in
which oxygen is prevenled from
reaching the tlssues by abstruction
of or damage to any part of the res-
piratory system.
asplration (ass-per-ay-shén) a. the
withdrawal of fluid from the body
by means of suction. vacuum a. a
method of terminating pregnancy
by suction of the products of con-
ception through an intrauterine
cannula. See also (aspliration) cytol-
ogy, endometrial (aspiration).
aspirator (ass-per-ay-ter) a. any of
various instruments used for aspi-
ration. Some employ hollow needles
for removing fluid from cysts, in-

fon:



asplrin

flamed Joint cavities, etc.; another
kind is used to suck debris and
water from Lhe patient’s mouth dur-
ing dental treatment.
asplrin (acetylsalicylic acld)
(ass-prin) n. a widely used drug that
relieves pain and also reduces in-
fammation and fever. It is taken by
mouth for the relief of headache,
toathache, neuralgias, ctc. It is also
taken o reduce fever in influenza
and the common cold, and daily
doses are used in the preventlon of
coronary thromboslis and strokes in
those al risk. Aspirin works by in-
hibiting the production of prosta-
glandins; it may Irritale the lining
of the stomach, causing nausea,

b

tient on the Instructions of the pa
tient's primary nurse or In her ab
sence. See primary nursing.

assoclation area (i-soh-si-ay
shén) n. an area of cerebral cortex
that lles away from the main arem
that are concerned with the recep
tion of sensory impulses and the
start of molor impulses but is linked
o them by many neurones (associa
tlon fibres).

assoclation of ideas n. (in psy
chology) linkage of one idea to an
other In a regular way according tv
thelr meaning. See also free assor|
ation.

AST n. see aspartate aminotram
lerase.

vomiting, pain, and blecding. [t has
been Implicated as a cause of Reye's
syndrome and should therefore not
be given to children below the age of
15 unless specifically indicated.

assertion (i-ser-shon) n. the skiil to
communicate positively in order to
press one’s own claims, rights, or
opinions.

assessment (d-ses-mént) n. 1. the
first stage of the nursing process, in
which data about the patient’s
health status Is collected and from
which a nursing care plan may be
devised. 2. an examinatlon sel by
an examining body to (est a candl-
date’s theoretical and practical
nursing skllls.

assimilation (d-simi-lay-shén) n.
the process by which food sub-
stances are taken into the cells of
the body after they have been di-
gesled and absorbed.

g device (-
sis-tiv) n. see hearing aid.

assoclate nurse (i-soh-si-dt)n. a
nurse whe provides care for a pa-

g (&-sle-ri-dg-noh-sin

n. see agnosia.

asterold hyalosis (ass-té-roid hy
&-loh-sis) n. a degenerative condl
tion, formerly known as asteroit
hyalitis, In which tiny deposits of
calcium are suspended In the vitm
ous humour. Vision !s usually no
affected.

asthenla (ass-theen-1d) n. wenk
ness or loss of strength.
asthenic (ass-th’en-lk) adj. dr
scribing a personallly disordm
characterized by low energy, sin
ceptibility to physical and emn
tional stress, and a diminished ca
pacity for pleasure.

asthenopla (ass-thi-noh-pid)n. w
eyestraln.

asthenospermlia (ass-thi-nol
sper-mid) n. the presence in
semen of spermatozoa with pum
motility, revealed by seminal annh
sis.

asthma (ass:ma) a. the condition v
subjects with widespread narrow
Ing of the bronchial airways, whi I



n

changes in severlty over short peri-
ods of time and leads to coughing,
wheezing, and difficulty in breath-
ing. bronchial a. asthma that may
be precipitated by exposure to one
or more of a wide range of stimuli,
Including allergens. drugs (such as
aspirin), exertion, emotion, infec-
tions. and air pollution. Treatment
Is with bronchodilators, with or
without corticosteroids, usually
sdministered via aerosol or dry-
powder inhalers, or - if the condj-
tion Is more severe - via a nebulizer.
Rovere asthmatic attacks may need
large doses or oral corticosteroids
(see slatus asthmatlcus). cardiac a.
usthma that occurs In left ventricu-
lar heart failure and must be distin-
guished [rom bronchial asthma, as
the treatment is quite different.
asthmatic (ass-mat-ik) adj.
satigmatism (3-stig-mé-tizm) n. a
efect of vislon in which the image
uf an object Is distorted because not
all the light rays come to a focus on
the retina. This is usually due to ab-
normal curvature of the cornea
and/or lens, whose surface resem-
hies part of the surface of an egg
irather than a sphere). —-astig-
matic (ass-tig-mat-1k) adj.
sttragalus (ass-{rag-ilis) n. see
Ialus.
sitringent (i-strin-jént) n. a drug
that causes cells to shrink by pre-
vipitating protelns from their sur-
faes. Astringents are used in lo-
tlons to harden and protect the skin
4 to reduce bleeding from minor
abrasions.
slrocytoma (ass-iroh-sy-toh-ma)
A any brain tumour derived from
mn-nervous supporting cells (glla),
which may be beniffn or malignant.

ataraxia

In adults astrocytomas are usually
found In the cerebral hemlspheres
but in children they also occur in
the cerebellum.

asymmetric tonic neck reflex
n. a primitive reflex that is present
from birth but should disappear by
six months of age. If the Infant is
lying on lts back and the head is
turned Lo one slde, the arm and leg
on the side to which the head is
turned should stralghten, and the
arm and leg on the opposite side
should bend (the ‘fencer’ position).
Persistence of the reflex beyond six
months is suggeslive of cerebral
palsy.

asymmetry (ay-sim-it-ri) a. (in
anatomy) the state in which oppo-
site parts of an organ or parts at
opposite sides of the body do not cor-
respond with each other. —asym-
metric (ay-si-met-rik) adj.

asymptomatic (ay-simp-tdm-at-
ik) adj. not showing any symptoms
of disease, whether disease is pres-
ent or not.

asynclitism (4-sin-klit-lzm) n. tilt-
ing of the fetal skull towards one or
other shoulder causing the top of the
skull to be either nearer to the
sacrum {(anterior a. or Naegele's
obliquity) or nearer {o the pubis
(posterior a. or Litzmann's oblig-
uity). These mechanisms enable the
fetal head to pass more easily
through the maternal pelvis.

asynergla (asin-erjld) n. see
dyssynergia.

asystole (i-sls-10-11) n. a condition
in which the heart no longer beats,
accompanicd by the absence of com-
plexes in the electrocardiogram.
—asystolic (a-sis-tol-ik) adj.

ataraxia (at-d-raks-id) & a slate of



atavism

calmness and freedom from anxiety.
especially the state produced by
uanquillizing drugs.

ataviem (at-d-vizm) n. the phenom-
enon in which an individual has a
character or discase known to have
occurred in a remote ancestor but
not in his parents.

ataxia (i-laks-id) n. the shaky
movements and unsleady gait that
result from the brain’s failure (o reg-
ulate the body’'s posture and the
strength and dlrection of limb move-
ments. cerebellar a. a conditlon in
which the patlenl staggers when
walking, cannot pronounce words
properly, and may have nystagmus.
Friedreich’s a. an inherlted disorder

mM

haled foreign bodies. bronchial ran
cers, or enlarged lymph nodes.
atenolol n. a drug (seebeta bluckm:
used (o treat angina and high bl
pressure. [t is administered b
mouth or intravenous injeclln
Trade name: Tenormin.
atherogenlc (ath-er-oh-Jen-ik) i
denoting a factor that may ciue
atheroma. Such factors include  lp
arectte smoking, excessive (on
sumption ol animal fats and refhv
sugar, obesity, and inactivity,
atheroma (ath-er-oh-ma) n. doges
erallon of the walis of the artei e
duc (o the formation In them of atni
plaques and scar Lissue. This [tmn,
blood circulation and predispmmva

appearing [irst in adol It
has the features of cerebellar atlaxia,
(ogether with spasticity of the
Jimbs. sensory a. alaxia that is exag-
gerated when the patient closes his
eyes (see Romberg’s sign). See also
ntaxia telangiectasia, tabes dorsalis
(locomotor ataxla). —ataxic ad).

ataxia telanglectasla (ill-an-ji-
ek-lay-zIl3) n. an inherited (autoso-
mal recessive) neurological disor-
der. Ataxla is usually noted early in
life. Prominent blood vessels are
visible in the sclerac of the eyes, and
menlal retardation, growth retar-
dation, abnormal eye movements,
skin leslons, and immune defi-
clency may be found.

atel- (atelo-) prefix denoting im-
perfect or incomplele development.

atelectasls (at-é-lek-td-sis) n. fall-
ure of part of the lung to expand.
This occurs when the cells lining
the alveolf are Immature, as in pre-
mature bables; it also occurs when
the larger bronchlal tubes are
blocked by retained secretions, in-

thrombosi mt
atherosclerosis (ath-er-oh skim
oh-sis) n. a disease of the arteriva
which fatty plagues develop on thes
inner walls, with eventual obstne
tion of blood flow. See atheromu
athotosis (ath-é-toh-sis) n
writhing involuntary movement s
pecially afTecting the hands, las
and longue. It is usually a foim
cercbral palsy but can be causet b
drugs used to treat parkinsonhs
or by the withdrawal of phenuthi
zines. —athetotlc adj.
athlete’s foot (ath-leets) 1 nhn
gus infection of the skin betwevn ik
toes: a type of ringworni. Mmi+
name: tinea pedis.
atlas (at-las) n. the first coovhe
vertebra, by means of which
skull is articulated o the backinw-
ATLS n. advanced trauma lite e
port, which comprises the hes
ment programmes for patients st
have been subjected 1o ma
trauma (e.g. serious road traffi
cldents, missile injuries). Dol



wirses, and paramedical personnel
nvolved in ATLS receive special
welning for dealing with such emer-
ncles.
AYN n see (acute) tubular necrosis.
Hem (at-6m) n. the smallest con-
dltuent of an element that can take
warl in a chemical reaction. An
slom consists of a positively
-harged nucleus with negatively
harged electrons orbiting around
"
siemizer (at-6-my-zer) n. an in-
srument that reduces liquids to a
ke spray of minute droplets.
eny (at-6ni) n. a state In which
«uscles are floppy, lacking their
-ormal elasticity. —atonlc (i-ton-
Ahadj.
viepen (at-oh-pén) n. see atopy.
vepy (at-oh-pl) n. a form of allergy
« which there is a hereditary or
wulitutional tendency to develop
wypersensitivity reactions (e.g. hay
wyor, allergic asthma, atopic
wjoma) In response (o allergens
+inpens). Individuals with this pre-
Heposition - and the conditions pro-
«wed In them by contact with al-
vigrns - are described as atopic.
servastatin (ator-vas-ldtin) n. a
syg used to reduce abnormally
jgh levels of cholestero] and other
s in the blood (see statin). It is
{nistered by mouth. Trade

|$‘7: I;Ipnor.. i "

+ & compound that contalns ad-
#ino, ribose, and three phosphate
aups and occurs In cells. The
Wmical bonds of the phosphate
squps store energy needed/by the
ol for muscle contractlon; this en-
9y Is released when ATP is split
4 ADP or AMP, ATP is formed

atrioventricular bundie

from ADP or AMP uslng energy pro-
duced by the breakdown of carbo-
hydrates or other food substances.
See also mitochondrion.

atracurium besliate (at-ri-kewr-
1Gm bes-il-ayt) n. a muscle relaxant
administered by injection during
anaesthesla. Trade name: Trac-
rdum.

atresla (d-tree-zid) n. 1. congenltal
absence or abnormal narrowingofa
body opening. biliary a. narrowing
of the bile ducts, which fall todrain,
causing jaundice in affected babies.
duodenal a. narrowing of the duo-
denum. causing complete obstruc-
tion of its lumen. tricuspid a. ab-
sence of the tricuspld valve, with
T tack of icatlon be-
tween the right atrlum and right
ventricle of the heart. 2. the degen-
erative process thal affects the
majorlty of ovarlan folllcles. Usu-
ally only one Graaflan folllcle will
ovulate In each menstrual cycle.
—atretic (i-ret-tk) ad/.

atrl- (atrlo-) prefix denoting an
atrium, especially the atrium of the
heart.

atrial (ay-url-al) adj. of or relatlng
to the atrium or atria. a. fibrillation
see Mbrillation. a. septal defect see
seplal defect.

atrioventricular (AV) (ay-tri-oh-
ven-trik-yoo-ler) ad). relating to the
atrla and ventricles of the heart.

atrloventricular bundle (AV
bundie, bundle of His) n.a bun-
dle of modified heart muscle fibres
(Purkinje fibres) passing from the
atrioventricular (AV) node forward
to the seplum beiween the ventri-
cles, where it divides into right and
left bundles, one for each ventricle.
The fibres transmit contraction




atrioventricular node

waves from the atria, via the AV
node, to the ventricles.

atrioventricular node (AV
node) . a mass of modified heart
muscle situated in the lower middle
part of the right atrium. It receives
the impulse to contract from the
sinoatrial node, vla the atrla, and
transmils It through the atrioven-
tricular bundle 1o the ventricles.

atrium (ay-tri-im) n. (pl. atria) 1.
elther of the two upper chambers of
the heart. The left atrium receives
arterlal blood from the lungs via the
pulmonary artery: the right atrium
receives venous blood {rom the
venae cavae. See also auricle. 2, any
of various anatomical chambers
into which one or more cavities
open. —atrial adjf.

atrophy (at-rofi) n. the wasting
away of a normally developed organ
or tissue due (o degeneration ol
cells. This may occur through un-
dernourishment, disuse, or ageing.

lar a. atrophy of tis-

sue associated with various dis-
eases, such as poliomyelitis. See also
multiple system atrophy, spinal
muscular atrophy, Sudek’s atrophy.

atroplne (at-rb-peen) n. an antl-
cholinergic drug extracted (rom bel-
ladonna. Atropine relaxes smooth
muscle and is used to treat biliary
colic and renal collic. It also reduces
secretions of the bronchial tubes,
salivary glands, stomach, and in-
lestines and is used before general
anaesthesia and to relteve peptic ul-
cers. It is also used to dilate the
pupil of the eye. Trade name: Min-
Ims Atroplne.

ATT n. antiletanus toxoid. See DPT
vacclne.

attachment (i-tach-mént) n. 1. (In

M

psychology) the process of develop
Ing the first close selective relation
ship of a child’s life, most commonly
with the mother. a. disorder a psy
chlatric disorder in infants and
young children resulting from in
stitutionallization, emotional ne
glect, or chlld abuse. Affected chil
dren are elther withdrawn
aggressive, and fearful or altention
seeking and indiscriminately
friendly. 2. (in Britain) workin
arrangements in the Nations
Health Service by which distri
nurses, social workers, elc., are en
gaged In associatlon with speeifi
general practitloners, caring tw
their registered patlents rather thax
working solely on a geographical w
district basis.

attention-deficithyperactivity
disorder (ADHD, hyperkineti¢
disorder) (4-ien-shon def-i-sit ik
or-der) n. a mental disorder, usuali
of children. characterized by s
grossly excessive level of activin
and a marked impairment of Ik
ability to atiend, resulting in ap
gressive disruplive behaviow
Treatment usually Involves drup
(such as methylphenidate) and ls
haviour therapy.

attenuation (i-len-yoo-ay-shon)a
reduction of the disease-producim
ability (virulence) of a bacleriums
virus so that it may be used for In:
munization.

atticotomy (at-i-kot-dmi) . n v
gical operation to remove chule
teatoma from the ear. It is a form
limited mastoldectomy.

atypleal (ay-tip-ik-3l) adj. not us
forming to type. a. antipsychoth b:
antipsychotlc. a. facial pain newix
gia typified by pain in the face b






aut-
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and destruction of tis-

aut- (auto-) prefix d self,
-uﬂ-m (aw- lizm)n 1 (l(nmnr'-

psychlalrlc disorder of childhood
marked by severe difficulties in
communicating and forming rela-
tlonships with other people, in de-
veloping language, and in using ab-
stract concepls; repetitive and
limlled pauems of behavlour; and

sues by the body’s own immune re-
sponse. These disorders include per-
nicious anaemia, rheumatlc fever,
rheumatoid arthritis, glomerulo-
nephritis, myasthenia gravis, and
Hashimolo’s disease.
autoimmunity (aw-toh-i-mewn-iti)
n. a disorder of the body’s defence
mechanisms in which an immune

to tiny ch.

m ramlhar surroundings. About

% of autlstic children have learn-
ing disabilitles, but some are gifted
In specific areas. 2. the condition of
retreating from reallstic thinking to
self-centred fantasy thinking: a
symptom of personality disorder

and schlzophrenia. —autistic adj.
autoantibody (aw-(oh-an-ti-bodi)
n. an antibody formed against one of

r is generated against com-
ponents or products of its own Lis-
sues, ireating them as foreign ma-
terial and attacking them. Sce

y.

autolnfection (aw-toh-In-fek-shon)
n. 1. infection by an organism that
is already present in the body. 2. in-
fection transferred from one part of
the body to another via the fingers,
towels, elc.

the body’'s own ¢ In an tlon (aw-loh-in-toks-

autoimmune disease. i-kay-shdn) n. polsoning by a toxin
autoclave (aw-té-klayv) 1. n. a  formed within the body

plece of sterllizing i in (aw-10l-3-giis) adj. de-

which surgical Instruments, dress-
ings, elc,, are treated wlth steamn at
high pressure. 2. vb. to sterllize In
an autoclave.

autogenous (aw-to-in-Us) adj.
originating within the body of the
patient. a. vein graft a graft to by-
pass a blocked artery, made from
material derived from the body of
the patienl receiving the graft.

autograft (aw-t5-grahft) . a tissue
graft taken from one part of the
body and transferred to another
part of the same individual. Unlike
allografts, autografts are not re-
Jected by the body’'s immunity de-
fences. See also skin (graft).

autolmmune disease (aw-ioh-i-
mewn) n. one of a group of other-
wise unrelated disorders caused by

noting a graft that s derived from
the reciplent of the graft.

autolyels (aw-tol-i-sis) n. the de-
structlon of tissues or cells brought
about by the actions of their own
enzymes. See lysosome.

automatism (aw-tom--tizm) . be-
haviour that may be associated with
epllepsy, in which the palient per
forms well-organized movements or
tasks while unaware of doling so.

autonomlic nervous system
(aw-td-nom-ik) n. the pari of thr
peripheral nervous syslem respon
sible for the control of involunlary
muscles (e.g. heart, bladder, bowels)
and hence bodlly functions that are
not consclously directed. See para
sympathetic nervous system, sym
pathetlc nervous system.
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autonomy (aw-tonn-dml) n. the
right of personal freedom of action,
said o be one of the characteristics
of a profession.

autopsy (necropsy, post
mortem) (aw-lop-sl) n. dissection
and examination of a body afler
death to determine the causc of
death or the presence of discase.

autoradiography (radioautog-
raphy) (aw-toh-ray-di-og-rifi) n. a
technique for examining the distri-
bution of a radioactive tracer in the
tissues of an experimental anlmal.

autoscopy (aw-10s-kdpi) 1. the ex-
perience of seeing one’s whole body
as though from a vantage point
some distance away, Il can be a
symptom In epilepsy. See also out-of-
the-body experience.

autosomal (aw-t3-soh-mil) adj. re-
lating to an autosome. a. dominant
denoting hereditary diseases in
which the defective gene is doml-
nant and wil therefore tend to be
Inherited by (and be expressed in)
50% of the offspring (of clther sex) of
the person with the diseasc. a. re-
cessive denoting inheriled diseases
In which the defective gene is re-
cessive but not sex-linked. See aiso
recesslve.

autosome (aw-td-sohm) n. any
chromosome that is not a sex chro-
mosome and that occurs in pairs in
dliploid cells.

autosuggestion (aw-toh-si-jes-
chdn) n. self-suggestion or sell
condltioning that Involves repeal-
ing ideas 10 onesell in order to
chang# psychologlcal or physlologi-
cal states. See suggestion.
autotransfusion (aw-toh-trans-
few-zhon) n. reintroduction into a
patient of his or her own blood,

avulsion

which has either been previously
drawn and slored in a blood bank
or lost and then collected from the
patient’s circulatlon during surgi-
cal operation.

aux- (auxo-) prefix denoting In-
crease; growth.

AV adj. see atrioventricular.

avascular (i-vas-kew-ler) adj. lack-
ing blood vessels or having a poor
blood supply.

aversion therapy (i-ver-shén) n.
a form of behaviour theropy that Is
used (now rarely) to reduce the oc-
currence of undesirable behaviour.
The patlent is conditioned by re-
peated pairing of some unpleasant
stimulus with a stimulus related to
the undesirable behaviour. See aiso
sensitization.

avitaminosis (avl-taini-noh-sis) n.
the condition caused by lack of a
vilamin. See aiso deficiency dlsease.

AVM n. arteriovenous malformation
(see angloma).

avoldant (d-vold-dnt) adj. describ-
Ing a personality type characterized
by sell-consciousness. hypersensi-
tivity to rejection and criticism,
avoidance of normal situations be-
cause of their potential risk, hlgh
levels of tension and anxlety, and
consequently a resiricted life.

AVPU n. a sysiem for assessing the
depth of unconsclousness: A = alert;
V = volce responses present; P =
pain responses present; U = unre-
sponsive. It is useful for judging the
severily ol head inJury and the nced
for speclalized neurosurgical assls-
tance before formal evaluation
using the Glasgow scoring system.

AVT a. see auditory verbal therapy.

avulslon (i-vul-shon) 5. the tearing



or forcible separation of par( of a
structure.

axilla (ak-sil-a) n. (pl. axiilae) the
armpit. —axtllary adj.

axls (aks-is) n. 1. a real or imagi-
nary line through the centre of the
body or one of its parts or a line
about which the body or a part ro-
tates. 2. the second cervical ver-
tebra, which arliculales with the
atlas vertebra above and allows ro-
tational movement of the head.

axon (aks-on) n. a nerve fibre: asin-
gle process extending from the cell
body of a neurone and carrying
nerve impulses away from it.

axonotmesls (aks-on-dt-mee-sis)
n. ruplure of nerve fibres (axons)
withln an intact nerve sheath. This
may result from prolonged pressure
or crushing and it is followed by pe-
ripheral degeneration of the nerve
beyond the point of rupture. The
prognosis for regeneration Is good.

azapropazone (azi-proh-pa-zohn)
n. an anli-inflammatory drug (see
NSAID) taken by mouth to treat
rheumatoid arthritis, osteoarthri-
tis, ankylosing spondylitis, and
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-antibacterial drug applied exter-
nally as a cream Ln the treatment of
acne. ’l‘rade name: S8kinoren.
(ay-zel-a-st ) n. an
antihistamine drug that Is adminis-
tered in a metered-dose nasal spray
for the treatment of hay fever and
as eye drops to treat allergic con:
junctlvitis. Trade names: Optilast,
Rhinolast.
azithromycin (i-zith-roh-my-sin)
n. an antiblotic used to treat respl-
ratory, skin, soft-lissue, and other
infections, especially those caused
by the organlsm Chlamydm tra.
is. 1t is admini ed by
mouth. Trade name: Zithromax.
azo- (axoto-) preflx denoting a nl-
trogenous compound, such as urea
azoospermia (aspermia) (ay-
zoh-0-sperm-14) n. the absence of
sperm from the seminal fluid.
azotaemla (azd-tee-mlf) n. a for-
mer name for uraemia.
azoturla (azd-tewr-id) n. Lhe pres
ence in the urine of an abnormally
hlgh concentration of nitrogenous
oompounds especlally urea.

gout. Trade name: Rh

azatadine (ay-zat-d-deen) n. an
antlhistamine drug used 10 treatl
hay fever, urticartia, itching, and
stings. It is administered by mouth.
Trade name: Optimine.

azathioprine (azi-th'y-d-preen) n.
an immunosuppressant drug, used
mainly to ald the survival of organ
or tissue uansplants. Trade name:
Imuran.

azelalc acid (az-é-lay-ik) n. an

(az-iree-0-nam) . an
antibiotic admlnlstered by injection
(0 treal infections caused by Gram
negatlve organisms. It is especially
useful for treating lung infections
in children with cystic librosis.
Trade name: Azactam.

azygos veln (az-l-gos) n. an un
paired vein that arlses from the In
ferior vena cava and drains into the
superlor vena cava, relurning blom!
from the thorax and abdomen.
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Il“ ki reflex ( ro-
sponse) (ba-bin- skl)n an upward
movement of the big loe that Is an
abnormal plantar reflex indicating
damage lo the pyramidal system in
the brain or spinal cord In those
over the age of 18 months. [J. F. F.
Babinskl (1857-1932), French neu-
rologist]

baby blues (bay-bl) n. see postnatal
{depression).

bacillaemia (ba-si-lee-mid) n. the
presence of bacllll In the blood, re-
sulting from Infectlon.

bacllle Calmette-Guérin (ba-
seel kal-met gay-ran) n. see BCG.
[A.L. C. Calmette (1863-1933) and C.
Guérin (lB’IZ—lQGl) French bacterl-
ologlsts]

bacliluria (ba- sll -yoor-id) n. the
presence of bacllll in the urine, re-
#ulting [rom a bladder or kidney In-
Bction. See cystitls.

Wclilus (bi-sil-as) n. (pl. baciil)
-@ny rod-shaped bacterium. See also

Pacilius, Lactobacillus, Strepto-
;bacillus.

Ilus 7. a large genus of Gram.
positive spore-bearing rodlike bac-
teria. They are widely distributed
in soil and air (usually as spores)
B anthracis a tle

bacltracin (basi-tray-sin) 2. an
antiblotlc produced by certain
stralns of bacterla and effective
agalnst a number of microorgan-
isms. Combined with other antibi-
otics, It is applied exiernally to treat
Infections of the skin and eyes.

(
spine, vertebral column) (bak-
bohn) n. the flexible bony column,
exiending from the base of the skull
to the small of the back, that en-
closes and prolects the spinal cord.
It is made up of individual bones
(see veriebra) connected by discs of
fibrocartilage (see interveriebral
disc). The backbone of a newborn
baby contains 33 vertebrae; seven
cervlcal, 12 thoracic, five lumbar,
five sacral, and four coccygeal. In
the adult the sacral and coccygeal
verlebrae become fused into two
single bones (sacrum and coccyx, re-
spectlvely). Sce Illustration. Ana-
tomlcal name: rachls.

back slaps (bak) pl. n. a manoeu-
vre (or the treatment of a choking
patlent. Firm slaps are given lo the
patlent’s back in an altempt to dis.
lodge the obstructing article from
l.he upper airway.

lofen (bak-15-fen) n. a skeletal

that causes anthrax. B. polymyxa
the source of the polymyxin group
of antibioti€s. B. subtilis a specics
that may cause conjunctivitis; it
8lso produces the antiblotic baci-
tracin.

muscle relaxani drug administered
orally to relieve spasm resulting
from injury or disease of the brain
or spinal cord, including cerebral
palsy and multiple sclerosls. Trade
names: Baclospas, Lioresal.
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tion. Most bacteria are untcellular;
the cells may be spherical (see coc-
cus), rodiike (see baclllus), spiral (see
Spirillum), comma-shaped (see Vib-
rio) or corkscrew-shaped (see spi-

rochaete). Generally, they range in

size between 0.5 and 5 pm. Motlle
species bear one or more fine hairs
(fagella) arising from their surface.
Bacteria reproduce asexually by
simple division of cells. They live in
soil. water, or air or as parasites of
humans, animals. and plants. Some
parasitic bacteria cause diseases by
producing poisons (see endoloxin,
exotoxin). —bacterial ad).

bactericidal (bak-teer-1-sy-dal) ad).
capable of Kkilling bacteria. Sub-
stances with this property include
antiblotics, antlseptics, and disin-
feclants. Compgre bactertostalic.
—bactericide n.

bacteriology (bak-leer-i-ol-8)i) n.
the sclence concerned with the
study ol bacleria. See also micro-
biology. —bacteriological adj.

—bacteriologist n.
bacteriolysin (bak-teer-i-ol--sin)
n. see lysin,

bacteriolysls (bak-leer-i-ol-I-sis)

n. the destructlon of bacterla by
is. —bacteriolytic adj.
cterlophage (phage) (bak-
teer-1-oh-fay)) n. a virus that attacks
bacteria. The phage grows and repli-
cates in the bacterial cell, which is
eventually destroyed with the re-
lease of new phages. Each phage
acts specifically against a partlcu-
lar species of bacterlum. This is uti-
lized in phage typing. a technique of
Identilying baclerla by the action of
known phages on them.
bacterlostatic (bak-teer-i-oh-stat-
1k) adj. capable of inhibiling or re-

balanitis

tarding the growth and multipllca.
tion of bacteria. Compare bacterlci-
dal.

bacterlum (bak-teer-iam) a. see
bacterla.

bacteriurla (bak-teer-l-yoor-1a) n.
the presence of bacteria In the
urine.

bagassosis (bagisohsls) n. a
form of external allergic alveolitis
caused by exposure Lo the dust of
mouldy bagasse, the residue of
sugar cane afler the sugar has been
extracted. Symptoms Include fever,
malalse, irritant cough. and respi-
ralory distress.

Baghdad boll (bag-dad) n. see ori-
ental sore.

BAMA n. see (bone-anchored) hear-
ing ald,

BAI n. see Beck Anxlely Inventory.

Baker's cyst (bay-kerz) i1. a cyst
behind the knee resulting from rup-
ture or herniation of the synovial
membrane from a knece joint af
fected by osteoarthrills. (W. M.
Baker (1839-96), British surgeon)

BAL n. A. see bronchoalveclar
lavage. 2. British Anti-Lewlslte (see
dimercaprol).

balanced salt solution {(BSS)
(bal-anst) n. a solution made to a
physiological pH and having physi-
ological concentgations of salts, in-
cluding sodfumy potassium, cal-
clum‘,. magnesiup, and chloride.
Such 'Nulds are used during in-
traocular surgery and to replace in-
traocular (luids.

balanltis (bal-A-ny-tis) n. inflam-
matlon of the glans penls, usually
associated with tightness of the fore-
skin (phimosis). b. xerotica obliter-
ans (BX0) an autoimmune condi-



balanoposthitis

tion characterized by ivory-white
patches on the glans.
balanoposthlitis (bal-i-noh-pos-
th'y-tis) n. inflammation of Lhe fore-
skin and the surface of the underly-
ing glans penls. It usually occurs as
a consequence of phimosls and rep-
resents a more extensive local reac-
tion than simple balanitis.
balantidlasis (bal-in-ti-dy-a-sis) n.
an Infestation of the large intesline
of humans with the parasitic proto-
zoan Balantidium coli. The parasite
invades and destroys the intestinal
wall, causing ulceration and necro-
sis, and the patient may experience
diarthoea and dysentery.
baldness (bawld-nis) n. see alo-

pecia.

Balkan beam (Balkan frame)
(bawl-kin) n. a reclangular frame
attached over a bed, used for the
support of splints, pulleys, or slings
for an immobllized limb.

ball-and-cage valve (bawl-ind-
kay)) n. a form of prosthesis com-
monly used for replacing damaged
heart valves.

ball-and-socket Joint (bawl-iand-
solt-it) n. see enarthrosis.

balloon (bi-loon) n. an lnﬂnlable
plastic cylinder of variable size that
is mounted on a thin tube and used
for dilating narrow areas in blood
vessels or in the alimentary tract
(strictures). b. angioplasty see an-
gloplasty.

ballottement (bi-lot-ménl) n. the
technique of examining a fluid-filled
part of the body to detect a [loaling
object. During pregnancy, a sharp
tap with the fingers, applied to the
uterus through the abdominal wall
or the vaglna, causes the fetus to
move away and then return, with
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an answering tap, to Its original po-
sition.

balneotherapy (bal-ni-oh-th’e-ri-
pi) n. the treatment of disease by
bathing, originally in the mineral-
containing waters of hot springs.
Today, speclalized remedial (reat-
ment in baths is used (o alleviate
pain and improve blood circulation
and limb mobility in condlitlons
such as arthritls.

balsam (bawl-sdm) 2. an aromatic
resknous substance of plant origin.
b. of Peru a South Amerlican balsam
used in skin preparations as a mild
antiseptic. See friar's balsam.

bandage (band-lj) n. a plece of ma-
terial, In the form of a pad or strip,
applied to a wound or bound around
an Injured or diseased part of the

body.

Bandl's ring (ban-d’lz) n. an ab-
normal retraciion ring (see retrac-
tion) that occurs in obstructed
labour. It is a sign of impending rup:
ture of the lower segment of the
uterus, which becomes progres:
sively thinner as Bandl's ring rises
upwards. Immediate actlon to re
lleve the obstructlon is then neces
sary, usually in the form of Cac
sarean section. [L. Band] (1842-92),
German obstetrician]

Bankart's operation (bank-arts)
n. an operation Lo repalr a defect in
the glenoid cavity in cases of recur
rent dislocation of the shoulder. [A
S. B. Bankart (1879-1951), British
orthopaedIc surgeon]

Bantl's syndrome (ban-tcez) 1 a
disorder in which enlargement niu!
overactlvity of the spleen occurs a»
a result of increased pressurr
within the splenic veln. The cuni
monest cause is cirrhosis of the
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liver. [G. Bant} (1852-1925), Italian
pathologisl]

barbiturate (bar-bit-yoor-it) n. any
of a group of drugs, derlved from
barbituric acid, that depress activ-
ity of the central nervous sysiem.
Because barbiturates produce psy-

and phy

and have serlous toxic side-effects
(see barbiturism), their use as sleep-
Ing plls has declined. See amobar-
bital, butobarblial, phenobarbital,
thlopental.

barbiturlsm (bar-blt-yoor-izm) n.
addictlon to drugs of the barbiturate
group. Sligns of mloxlcallon include
slurting of speech, and

barrler cream

trointesilnal (ract. See (barium)
enema, barium meal, small bowel
(meal).

Barlow’s disease (bar-lohz) 2. in-
fantlle scurvy: scurvy occurring in
young children due to dietary defi-
clency of vitamin C. [Sir T. Barlow
(1845-1945), British physician)

Barlow's manoeuvre (mi-noo-
ver) n. a test for congenital disloca-
tion of the hip. A clunk fell and
sometimes heard when (he hip is
genlly adducted and backward pres-
sure |s applied to the head of the
femur indicates Instabllily of the
Jolnl [Slr'l‘ Barlnw]

loss of balance. Withdrawal of the
drugs must be undertaken slowly.

barbotage (bar-bd-tahzh) n. a
method of splpal anaesthesia In
which a small amount of anaes-
thetic Is infected into the subarach-
nold space followed by withdrawal
of cerebrospinal fluid into the sy-
ringe. This process is repeated until
all the anaesthetic has been in-
Jocted.

barlum enema (balr-lim) n. see
mema.

barium follow-through n. see
fnall bowel (meal).

Wrlum meal n. a technique for ex-
sinining the 1

and duodenum. The patient swal-
fows barium sulphate to coat the lin-
ing of the grgans, and a serles of X-
rays Is taKen. Granules that produce
ms to distend the stomach may be
given to produce a double-contrast
sffect. .

barlum sulphate 7. a barlum salt,
Insoluble in water, that is opaque lo
X.rays and is used as a contrast
medium in radlography of the gas-

tor) (ba-
roh-ri-sep- ter) n a collecllon ofsen
sory nerve endings speclalized to
monltor changes in blood pressure.
‘The main receptors lie in the carotid
sinuses and the aortic arch.

Barr body (bar) n. see sex chro-
matin. (M. L. Barr (1908-95), Cana-
dian anatomlst]

Barrett's ocesophagus (ba-réis)
n. a condltion in which the normal
squarnous epllhellum llnlng the oc-

isT d by ¢

eplthelium because of damage
caused by gas(ro-oesophageal reflux
or (rarely) by corrosive oesophagl-
tls. The condition may be associated
with an ulcer (Barrett’s ulcer).
[N. R. Barrett (1903-79), British sur-
geon]

barrier cream (ba-rier) n. a
preparation used to protect the skin
against water-soluble irritants (e.g.
detergents, breakdown products of
urine). Usually applied in the form
of a cream or ointment and often
containing a sllicone (e.g. dimetl-
cone), barrier creams are useful in
the alleviatlon of varlous skin dis-




barrier nursing

orders, including napkin rash and
bedsores.

barrier nursing 5. the nursing care
of an Infectious palient in Isolation
from other patients, to prevent the
spread ol lnfecﬁun.

ginitis)

L]

ally becomes a rodent uicer and de
stroys the surrounding tissue. Thr
term ‘rodent ulcer' is sometimm
used (o mean any basal cell carcy
noma.

basal gangfla pl. n. several large

bartholinitis (vul
(bar-thd-1-ny-tis) n. inﬂammallon
of Bartholin's glands. acute b.
bartholinitis in which abscess for-
mation may occur (Bartholin’s ab-
scess). chronic b. hartholinitis in
which cysts may form in the glands
as a resull of blockage of thelr ducts.

Bartholin's glands (greater
vestibular glands) (bar-thd-
linz) pl. n. a pair of glands that
open at the junction of the vagina
and the vulva. Their secretions lu-
bricate the vulva and so assist pen-
elration by the penls during coitus.
{C. Bartholin (1655-1748), Danish
anatomist]

Bartter syndrome (bar-1ér) n. an
Inherited condition of the kidney,
which causes abnormalities in the
excretion and reabsorption of salts
from the blood. This results in low-
ered levels of potassium and chlo-
ride and an increased level of cal-
cium. The baby fails to grow
properly and becomes progressively
weaker and dehydralted. [F. C. Bart-
ter (1914-63), US physlcian]

of grey malter embedilmi
deep within the white matter of the
cerebrum. They include Lhe caudatr
and lenticular nuclei (togethm
known as the corpus striatum) aml
the amygdalmd nucleus. The lenlic
ular ists of the
and globus pallidus. The basal yin
glia are involved with the reguls
tlon of voluntary movements at n
subconscious level.

basal metabolism n. the mini
mum amount of energy expended
by the body to maintain vita
processes, e.g. respiration. circula
tion, and digestlon. It is expressed in
terms of heat production per unit of
body surface area per day (basal
metabolic rate - BMR). BMR is nol
mally determined Indircctly. by
measuring the resplralory quotien!
Measurements are best taken dur
ing a period of least activity, i.e. dur
ing sleep and 12-18 hours after a
meal, under controlled temperatury
conditions.

bnul nnreosls . preltminary un

induced in a palient

basal cell elrclnoma (BCC)
(bay-sl) n. the commonest form of
skin cancer: a slow-growlng tumour
that usually occurs on the central
area of the face, especlally in falr-
skinned people. The prevalence in-
creases greatly with exposure lo
sunlight. Treatment involves curet-
Lage and cautery, surgical excision,
cryotherapy, or radlotherapy. If ne-
glected for decades, a BCC eventu-

by administration of a narcotic drug
prior to administratlon of a general
anaesthetlc by inhalation.

base (bayss) n. 1. the main ingredl
ent of an ointment or other medic!
nal preparation. 2. a substance tha
releases hydroxyl ions when din
solved in walter, has a pH greate
than 7 and turns litmus paper blue,
and reacts wlth an acld to form a
salt and water only. Compare acid



basement membrane (bayss-
mént) n. the thin delicate nembrane
that lies at the base of an epi-
theljum.
basic life support (BLS) (bay-
slk) n1. the provision of Lreatment de-
signed to maintain adequate circu-
Iatlon and ventllation to a patient
In cardiac arrest, without the use of
drugs or specialist equipment. See
also cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tlon. Compare advanced life sup-

port.
basliar artery (basiler) n. an
artery in the base of the brain,
formed by the union of the two vert-
obral arleries.
basliic veln (ba-zil-ik) n. a large
veln in the arm, extending from the
hand along the back of the forearm.
then passing forward to the Inner
slde of the arm at the elbow.
basophil (bay-sé-fil) n. a varlety of
white blood cell distingulshed by
‘the presence in its cyloplasm -of
coarse granules that staln purple-
black with Romanowsky stains.
Basophils are capable of ingesting
foreign particles and contain his-
tamine and heparin.
Basophilla (bay-so-fil-1d) n. 1. a
Property of a microscopic structure
Jrhereby it shows an aflinity for
thasic dyes. 2. an Increase in the
pumber of basophils In the blood.
‘basophillc adj
helor plasger (ba-ché-ler) n.
‘atype of plaster that keeps both legs
ucted and medially rolaled, used
correct congentltal dislocallon of
be hip. [J. S. Batchelor (J805- ),
ritish orthopaedic surgeon]
Pat ears (bat) pi. n. protuberent ex-
ternal cars as a result of the absence
of the antihelical fold in the pinna. It

bearing down

can be surglcally corrected using an
otoplasty operation.

Batten's disease (bat-t'nz)n. a
rare hereditary disorder of lipld me-
tabolism. Faity substances accumu-
late in the cells of the nervous sys-
tem, causing progressive dementia,
epilepsy. spasticity, and visual fall-
ure. The condltion slarts in late in-
fancy or childhood. (F. E. Ballen
(1863-1918), Brilish neurologist)

battered baby syndrome (bat-
erd) n. see nonaccidental Injury.

battledore placenta (bat-t'l-dor)
n. aplacenta to which the umbilical
cord is atlached at the margin
(rather than at the centre).

Bazin's disease (bazanz) n. a
rare disease of young women in
which tender nodules develop under
the skin in the calves: it Is a tuber-
culide. The nodules may break
down and ulcerate though they may
clear up spontaneously. Medlcal
name; erythema induratum. (A. P.
E. Bazin (1807-78), French derma-
tologist]

BBB n. 4. see bundle branch block.
2. see blood-brain barrler.

BBV n. blood-borne virus.

BCC n. see basal cell carcinoma.

B-cell n. see lymphocyle.

BCO (baclile Caimette-Guérin)
n. a strain of tubercle bacillus that
has lost the power to cause tubercu-
lasis bul retains ils antigenic actlv-
1ty: it Is therefore used to prepare a
vacclne agalnst the disease.

b.d. (bis die) Latin: twice daily,
used as a direction in prescriptlons.

bearing down (bair-Ing down) a.
4. the expulsive uterine contrac-
tions of a woman in the second stage
of labour. 2. a sensation of heavi-
ness and descent in the pelvis asso-



Beck Anxiety Inventory

clated with pelvic tumours and cer-
tain other disorders.

Beck Anxiety Inventory (BAl)
{bek) n. a questionnaire (hat as-
sesses levels of anxiely experienced
by patients. It consists of an evalua-
tion of the cognitive and physical
manifestations of anxiety, which
areratedonascale from0103.[A. T.
Beck (1921~ ), US psychiatrist)

Becker muscular dystrophy
(bek-er) n. a sex-linked (X-linked)
disorder in which affected males de-
velop an increase in muscle size fol-
lowed by weakness and wasling. It
usually starts between the ages of 5
and 15, and 25 years afier onset most
patients are wheelchair-bound. Al-
though most men become severely
disabled, life expeclancy is close to
normal. The disorder is simllar to
Duchenne muscular dystrophy but
less severe. [P. E. Becker (1908- ),
German geneticist]

Beck S8cale for 8uiclde
Ideation (B88) 5. an assessment
tool designed to identlfy vulnerabil-
ity to and risk of suicide in patients.
[A.T. Beck)

Beck's triad n. the classical dlag:
noslic features of cardiac lampon-
ade: dilated neck veins, a fall in
blood pressure, and muflled heart
sounds. (C. S. Beck (1894-1971), US
surgeon]

beclometasone (bek-loh-met-a-
zohn) a. a corticosterold drug that
is administered by inhaler (o treat
hay fever and asthma and is applied
externally in the treatment of in-
fNlammatory skin dlsorders 'l‘rade

(L]

being the actlvity of a radionuclide
decaying at a rate of one sponin
neous nuclear transitlon per sec
ond. I has replaced the curle. Sym
bol: Bq.

bed bug (bed bug) n. a bloodsuck
ing insect of the genus Cimex, espe
cially C. lectularius. They live and
lay their eggs in the crevices of
walls and furniture and emerge nf
night lo suck blood; thelr bites leave
a route for baclerial infectlon.

bed occupancy 7. the number of
hospital beds occupied by patients
expressed as a percentage of the
total beds available in the ward, spe
clalty, hospital, area, or reglon. It Is
used to assess the demands for hos
pital beds and hence to gauge an ap
propriate balance between health
needs and beds.

bedsore (decubitus ulcer,
pressure sore) (bed-sor)n. anul-
cerated area of skin caused by con
(Inuous pressure on part of the body
in a bedridden patient. Careful nurs-
ing ls necessary to prevent local
gangrene. The patient's position
should be changed frequently, and
the buttocks, heels, elbows, and
other regions at risk kept dry and
clean.

bedwaetting (bed-wet-ing) n. see
enuresls.

behavioural objective (bi-hayv-
yer-al) n. the goal of a particular
nursing intervention or a specific
lesson, In (erms of whal a person is
expecled to be able to do as a result
of it.

names: B8
Propaderm.

becquerel (bek-er-el) n. the Sl unit
of aclivity of a radioactive source,

(bl-hayv-yer-izm)n.
an approach (o psychology poslu-
lating that only observable behav-
lour need be studied, thus denying



sny importance to unconscious
processes. —behaviourist n.

behaviour therapy (bi-hayv-yer)
. treatment based on the belief that
psychological problems are the
products of faulty learning and not
the symptoms of an underlying dis-
case. See aiso aversion therapy,
condilioning, desensitization, expo-
pure.

Sehget's syndrome (bay-selz) n.
arecurreni disease, involving many
body systems, characterized by oral
and genital ulceration and inflam-
matlon of the iris; skin lesions occur
In most cases. It may also lnvolve
the Joinls and cause inflammation
of the veins. The condition, whose
cause is unknown. occurs more
often tn men. (H. Behcet (1889-1948),
Turkish dermatologist]

bejel (endemic syphillis) (bej-&l)

Benedict’s test

into the nose 10 arrest nosebleeding.
[J. J. Bellocq (1732-1807), French
surgeon}

Bell’'s palsy (belz) n. paralysis of
the {acial nerve causing weakness
of the muscles of one side of the face
and an inabllity (o close the eye. The
cause is usually a viral infection.
[Sir C. Bell (1774-1842), Scottish
physiologist)

Bell's phenomenon 7. the nor-
mal outward and upward rotation
of the eyes that occurs when the lids
are closed. (Sir C. Bell}

belly (bel-i) n. 1. the abdomen or ab-
domlnal cavily. 2. the centrnl lteshy
portion of a muscle.

Bence-Jones protein (benss-jo-
h’nz) a. a proteln of low molecular
weight found in the urine of patients
with multiple myeloma and rarely
m patients with lymphoma, leu-

n. a long-lasting eal form
of syphills, particularly prevalent
where standards of personal hy-
glene are low. The disease Is spread
among children and adults by direct
body conlact.  *
belladonna (bel-i-don-d) n. 1.
deadly nighishade (Atropa bel-
ladonna). 2. the alkaloid derived
from deadly nightshade, from which
atropine s extracted. Preparations
oontaining belladonna are used for
trealing dlarrhoea. Trade names:
Alophen, Bellocarb.
belle indifférence (bel an-di-fay-
rahns) 1. a symptom of conversion
disorder in which an apparently
grave physical affliction (which has
no physical cause) is accepled in a
ealm and smiling fashion.
Bellocq’s cannula (Bellocq's
sound) ¢bel-oks) n. a curved hol-
low tube used for inserting a plug

and Hodgkin's disease.
(H. Bence-Jones (1814-73), British
physlcian]

benchmarking (bench-mark-ing)
n. a process by which best practice
is identifled and continuous im-
provement is generated through the
sharing of evidence and the com-
parison of practice.

(hand:

fluazide) (ben-droh-floo-ml-th'y-
d-zyd) n. a potent thiazide di-
uretic used In the treatment of con-
ditlons involving retention of Auid,
such as hypertension and oedema.
Trade names: Aprinox, Berkozide.

bends (bendz) n. see compressed air
iliness.

Benedict's test (ben-i-dikis) n. a
test for the presence of sugar in
urine or other liquids, using a solu-
{lon of sodium or potassium citrate,
sodlum carbonate, and copper sul-



beneficence

phate (Benedict’s solution). {S. R.
Benedict (1884-1936), US chemist]
beneficence (bi-nef-i-séns) n. (in
health care) the duty to do good and
avoid dolng harm to other people,
which Includes acting to promote
their interests and protecting the
weak and vulnerable. It includes the
duty of advocacy (see advocale).
benign (bl-nyn) adj. 1. describinga
" tumour that Is not cancerous. 2. de-
scribing any disorder or condition
that does not produce harmful
eﬂ'ecls Compare mnllgnam
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tions for treating moulh and throat
infecttons and skin conditions.
h 1 e 1

P L pine)
(benz-at-trd-peen) n. a drug similar
to trihexyphenidyl (benzhexol),
used mainly in the treatment of
parkinsonism to reduce rigidlty and
muscle cramps. Trade name: Co-
gentin.

benzene (ben-zeen) n. a toxic lig-
uld hydrocarben. Continued in-
halation of benzene vapour may re-
sull In aplastic anaemia or a form of
leukaemia Formula: CeHe.

v.rtlge (BPPV) n. hrlef eplsodes
of rolary vertigo precl d by

b | (benz-heks-ol) n. see tri-
hexyphenidyl.

sudden head

(ben-zoh-kayn) n. a

cause of vertlgo. It Is thought to be

due to microscopic debris in the pos-

terior semicircular canal and Is

treated by a predetermined set of

head movements to move (hedebns
tic

local {c applied externally
to relleve painful conditions of the
skin and mucous membranes. Vir-
tually nontoxic, it can also be ad
ministered orally to treat mouth lac
emllnns or gasiric ulcers.

(BPH) n see prosiate glnnd

benorilate (ben-or-l-ayl) n. acom-
pound of aspirin and paracetamol
that relieves pain, Inflammation,
and fever. It Is an alternative to as-
pirin, particularly in the treatment
of rheumaiold arthritis. Trade
name: Benoral.

tenperidol (ben-pe-ri-dol) #. a bu-
tyrophenone antipsychotic drug
used mainly to treat deviant and an-
tisocial sexual behavlour. It is ad-
minlstered by mouth. Trade name:
Anqull.

benserazide (ben-ser-i-zyd) n. a
drug admlinistered by mouth In
combinatlon with levodopa (as
Madopar) to treat Parkinson's dis-
ease.

benzalkonlum (ben-zil-koh-niim)
n. an antiseptic used in prepara-

] (ben-zoh-dy-az
é-peenz) pl. n. a group of anxlolytics
and hypnotics, includlng bromaz
epam, dlazepam, and oxazepam.

benzolc acld (ben-zoh-ik) n. an an
tiseptic used as a preservative anl
to treat fungal infections of the skin

benzoln (ben-zoh-in) n. a fragrant
gum resin used as a constituent of
friar’s balsam.

benzoyl peroxide (ben-zoh-il pé
rok-syd) n. a preparation adminis
tered as a cream, lotion, or gel in the
treatment of acne and fungal skin
conditlons. It removes Lhe surface
layers of the epidermis. unblocks
skin pores, and has an antiseptl
effect. Trade names. Acnecide

benzthiazide (benzthy-azyd)n
a thiazide diuretic used in the treat
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ment ol conditions involving Muid
relention.

benzydamine hydrochloride
(ben-zy-dd-meen hy-droh-klor-ryd)
n. an antl-inflammalory drug (see
NSAID) administered as a cream,
maulhwasl, or throat spray. Trade
name; Difflam.

benzyl benzoate (ben-zyl ben-
zoh-ayl) n. an oily aromatlic liquid
that is applied externally for the
treatment of scables. Trade name:
Ascablol.

benzylpeniclilin (ben-zyl-pen-i-sil-
in) n. see penicillin,

bereavement (bi-recv-mént) n. the
feellngs that arlse as the resull of
helng deprived, especially of a rela-
tion, frlend, or other loved one
through death but also of previous
wood health. No tlme limit can be
put on the period of bereavement.

beriberl (b'e-ri-b'e-rl) n. a nutri-
tional disorder due to deficlency of
vilamin B, (thiamin). It Is wide-
spread in communltles in which the
illet Is based on polished rice. dry: b.
a form of beriberl in which there Is
rxtreme emaciatlon. et b. a form
of beriber} in which there is an ac-
cumulation of tissue Auid (cedema).
There is nervous d alion in

betaxalol

the powder and can produce granu-
lomata in the skin or lungs. In the
lungs, these can lead to fibrosis un-
less prevented by prompt use of oral
corlicosteroids.

Best's disease (bests) n. see vitel-
Iform degeneration. [F. Best
(1878-1920), German physiclan)

beta agonist (bee-td) n. see sym-
pathomimelic.

beta blocker n. a drug that pre-
vents stimulation of the beta-adren-
ergic receptors al the nerve endings
of the sympathetic nervous system.
Beta blockers decrease Lhe activily
of the heart and some reduce the
production of aqueous humour (and
therefore pressure) inside the eye.
They Include propranolol, ox-
prenolol, sotalol, levobunolol, and
timolol.

beta cells pl. n. the cells of the
islets of Langerhans that produce
insulin. Compare alpha cells, delta
cells.

betahistine (bee-ti-hlst-een) n. a
drug that Is an analogue of hista-
mine and increases blood flow
through the inner ear. It is admin-
istered by mouth lo treat Méniére’s
disease. Trade name; Serc.

hoth forms of the disease and death
from heart failure is often the out-
rome.
berry aneurysm (b'erl) n. see
ancurysm.
berylllosls (b'eri-li-oh-sis) n. poi-
soning by beryllium or its com-
pounds, either by Inhalation or by
skin contamination. Inhalatlon of
lumes [Fom molten berylllum
causes an acule alveolitls and is
usually fatal. Subacute and chronic
torms can resull from exposure {o

bet th (bee-ti-meih-a.
sohn) n. a synthetic corticosterold
drug with effects and uses similar
to those of prednisolone. The side-
effects are those of cortisone. Trade
names. Betnelan, Betnesol. Bet-
novate.

betatron (bee-ld-tron) n. a device
used to acceleraie a stream of elec-
trons (beta particles) into a beam of
radlation that can be used in radio-
therapy.

betaxnolol (bel-aks-oh-lol) n. a beta
blocker drug used (o treat high






n

tion in which allernate ectopic beats
of the hearl are transmitted 1o the
pulse and felt as a double pulse beat
{(pulsus bigeminus).
blguanide (by-gwah-nyd) n. any of
a class of drugs that Increase glu-
cose uptake by the muscles and re-
duce glucose release by the liver.
These drugs, which include met-
formin, are taken by mouth in the
treatment of {ype 2 diabetes melll-

lus.

bllateral (by-lat-er-al) edj. (in
anatomy) relating to or affecling
both sides of the body or of a tissue
ar organ or both of a palr of organs.
blle (byl) n. a thick alkaline fluld
that is secreted by the liver and
stored In the gall bladder. It Is
ejected intermittently into the duo-

Blllings method

gall bladder, to form the common
bile duct, which drains into the duo-
denum.

blle plgments p!. n. coloured com-
pounds - breakdown producis of the
blood pigment haemoglobin - that
are excreted in bile. The two most
important bile plgments are biliru-
bin, which is orange or yellow, and
its oxldized form biliverdin, which
is green. Mixed with the Intestinal
contents, they glve the brown col-
our {o the faeces (see urobllinogen).

blle salts pl. n. sodium glyco-
cholate and sodium taurocholate -
the alkaline salts of bile - necessary
for the emulsificatlon of fats.

Bllharzla (bl-harts-13) n. see Schis-
tosoma.

bllharzimsis (bil-haris-1-i-sis) n. see

b it

denum, where It helps to Yy
fats so that they can be more easily
digested. Bile may be yellow, green,
or brown; its constituenis include
bile plgments and salts, lecithin,
and cholesterol. s

blle aclds pl. n. theorganic aclds in
blle: mostly occurring as bile salls.
They are chollc acld, deoxycholic
acld, glycochollc acid, and tauro-
cholic acld.

Mle-acld sequestrant (si-kwes-
trdny) n. a drug that binds to bile
acids, forming a complex that Is ex-
creted in the faeces. The reduction
Inbile aclds causes chol ol o be

blll- prefix denoting bile.

billary (bil-yer-1) adj. relating to or
affectIng the blle duct or blle. . colic
severe steady pain in the upper ab-
domen (in the mid-line or to the
right) resulling from obstruction of
the gall bladder or common bile
ducl, usually by a stone. Vomiting
often occurs simullaneously. b. fis-
tula see fistula.

blllous (bll-yis) adj. 1. conlalning
blle. 2, a lay term used to describe
atiacks of nausea or vomiting.

bllirubln (bili-roo-bin) a. see bile

oxidized to blle aclds, decreases low-
density lipoprotein serum levels,
and decreases serum cholesterol
levels. See colestipol. colestyramine.
blie duct n. any of the ducts that
convey bile from (he)lver. Many
small ducis unite to [6rm the main
blle duct, Lhe hepatic duct. This Jolns
Ihe cystic duct, which leads from the

bllluria (choluria) (bili-yoor-i&) n.
the presence of blle in the urine: a
feature of certain forms of jaundice.

blllverdin (bili-ver-din) n. sec bile
plgments.

Billings method (bil-ingz) n. a
melhod of planning pregnancy in-
volving the daily examination of
cervical mucus, which varies in



Biliroth’s operation

consistency and colour throughout
the menstrual cycle. [J. and E.
Billings (20th century), Australian
physiclans]

Blitroth's operation (bll-rohts) n.
an operation in which the lower
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itl) 2. the proportion of a drug that is
dellvered (o its slie of actlon in the
body. This Is usually the amount en:
tering the circulation and may be
low when the drugs are given by
mouth,

part of the st hisr d and
the remaining portion jolned to the
duodenum (8. o. ) or the lower
stomach and duodenum are re-
moved with atlachment of the re-
h to the (B.
0. II. See gasirecltomy. [C. A. T. Bill-
roth (1829-94), Ausirian surgeon)
bimanusl
using lwo hands to perform an ac-

Yy (by-oh-kem-istri) n.
the study of the chemical processes
and substances occurring in Jlving
things. —blochemiceal ad). —blo-
chemist n.

bloenglneering (by-oh-en-jl-neer-
ing) n. the application of biological
and engineerlng principles to the

(by-man-yoo-al) ad}. and facture of
equlpmen( and devices for use in
logical ex- of

tivity, such as a gy
amination.

binaural (byn-or-il) adj. relating to
or involving the use of both cars.

binder (byn-der) n. a bandage that is
wound around a part of the body,
usually the abdomen, to apply pres-
sure or to give support or protec-
tion.

binge-purge syndrome (binj-
per)) n. see bulimla.

binocular (bin-ok-yoo-ler) adj. re-
lating to or involving the use of both
eyes. b. vision lhe acquired ability to
focus both eyes on an object at the
same time, so that only one image is
seen.

binovular (bin-ov-yoo-ler) adj. de-
rived from two separate ova, as are
fraternal twins. Compare unlovular.

blo- prefix denoting ife or living or-
ganisms.

bioassay (by-oh-ass-ay) n. estima-
tion of the activity or potency of a
drug or other substance by compar-
ing its efTects on living organisms
with effects of a preparation of
known strength.

bloavallablilty (by-oh-a-vayl-4-bil-

such products lnclude orthopaedic
prostheses and heart pacemakers.

blogeneslis (by-oh-Jen-i-sis) a. the
theory that llving organisms can
arise only from other living organ-
{sms and not from nonliving mat-
ter.

blology (by-ol-8ji) n. the study of
living organisms including their
structure and function and their re-
latlonships with one another and
wlith the inanimate world. —blo-
logical (by-0-lo)-ik-dl) adj. —blol
oglst n.

blonice (by-on-iks) a. the sclence
of mechanical or electronic sys-
tlems that function in the same
way as, or have characteristics of,
living systems. Compare cyber
netics. —blonlc adj.

blonomics (by-6-nom-lks) n. ser
ecology.

blophysical profile (by-oh-fiz-ikil
proh-fyl) n. a physiological assess
ment of felal wellbelng, including
ultrasound scans, cardiolocograms,
and fetal movements.

blopsy (by-op-si) n. the removal of o
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small plece of living tissue from an
organ or part of the body for micro-
scopic examination.

blostatistics (by-oh-sti-tst-lks) n.
statistical information and tech-
niques used with special reference
{o sludies of health and social prob-
lems. See also demography, vital sla-
tistics.

tiotin (by--tin) . a vilamin of the B
complex that is essential for the me-
tabolism of fat, being involved in
falty acid synthesis and gluconeo-
genesis. Rich sources of the viiamin
are egg yolk, yeast, and liver.

bipolar (by-poh-ler) adj. (in neurol-
ogy) describing a neurone (nerve
cell) that has two processes extend-
Ing In different directions from lis
cell body. B

bipolar disorder n. see manic-
depressive psychosis.

bird-fancler’s lung (berd-fan-si-
erz) /1. a form of extrinsic allergic
alveolitls caused by the inhalation
of avlan proleins present in the
droppings and feathers of certain
birds, especially pigeons and caged
birds (such as budgerigars). There
Is an acute and a chronic form. See
also alvdolitis.

birth (berth) n. (in obstetrics) see
labour.

birth control n. the usc of contra-
ception or sterilization (male or fe-
male) to pgevent unwanted preg-

nancies.
birthing chalir (berth-ing) n. a
chalr speclally adapted lo allow
childbirth to take place in a sliting
position. Its recent introduction In
the Western world followed the in-
creasing demand by women for
wreater mobility during labour. The
chair is electronlcally powered and

bistoury

can be tilted back quickly and easily
should the need arise.

birthmark (berth-mark) n. a skin
blemish or mark presenl at birth.

birth rate (live birth rate) n. the
number of live births occurring in a
year per 1000 total population. See
also fertility rate.

bisacodyl! (bis-ak-oh-dil) n. a laxa-
tive that acts on the large intestine
to cause reflex movement and bowel
evacuation. It Is administered by
mouth or in a suppository. Trade
name: Dulco-lax.

bisexual (by-seks-yoo-il) adj. 1. de-
scribing an individual who is sexu-
ally attracted to both men and
women. 2 describlng an individual
who possesses the qualities of both

sexes,
bismuth (blz-muth) n. a white
metallic element. Its salts are used
In some anlacid mixtures and as
protective agents In skin powders
and pastes. They were formerly
widely used in the treatment of
syphilis. Symbol: Bl
bisoprolol (by-soh-proh-lol) n. a
beta blocker drug used to treat
angina pecloris. Il is administered
by mouth. Trade names: Emcor,
Monocor.
blsphosp -
nayts) pi. n. a group of drugs that
inhibit the resorption of bone by
blocking the actlon of osteoclasis.
Bisphosphonales are used In the
treatment ol Paget’s disease and hy-
percalcaemla due lo cancer and In
the (realment and prevenllon ol
tm 1 osls. They
include etidronate (Didronel), pa-
midronate (Aredia), alendronate
(Fosamax), and clodronate.
bistoury (bis-ter-i) n. a narrow sur-

h (bis-fe




bite-wing

gical knife, with a straighl or curved
blade. See illustration.
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Types of bisloury

bite-wing (byt-wing) n. a dental X-
ray film that provides a view of the
crowns of the teeth in part of both
upper and lower jaws.

Bltot’'s spots (bee-tohz) pl. n.
cheesy foamy greyish spols that
(orm on the surface of dry patches of
conjunctiva at the sldes of the eyes.
‘They conslst of fragments of kera-
tinlzed epithellum. A common
cause is vitamin A deficlency. (P. A.
Bilot (1822-88), French physician]

bivalve (by-valv) ad). conslsting ol
or possessing two valves or sections.
b. cast a plaster cast that s cut into
anterlor and posterlor sections to
monitor pressure beneath the cast.
b ,
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blackwater fever (blak-waw-ter)
n. arare and serjous complicalion of
malignant tertian (falciparum)
malaria In which there is massive
destruction of the red blood cells,
leading to the presence of the blood
pigment haemoglobln in the urine.
bladder (blad-er) n. 1. (urinary
bladder) a sac-shaped organ that
has a wall of smooth muscle and
stores the urine produced by the
kidneys. b. neck incision see incision.
b. outflow obstruction see BOO, 2.
any of several other hollow organs
containing fluid, such as the gall
bladder.
bladder pressure study n. a
bined X-ray and Ty ex-
amination of the bladder to look for
abnormal function. The bladder is
filled slowly with contrast medium
using a small urinary catheter and
the pressure Is monltored during
flling and volding (mlcturltlon).
bladderworm (blad-er-werm) n.
see cyslicercus.
Bislock-Taussig operation
(blay-lok taw-sig) n. an operation
in which the pulmonary artery is
d to the subclavlan

. avaginal lum that

has two blades.

black eye (blak) n. bruising of the
eyelids.

blackhead (blak-hed) n. a plug
formed of fatty malerial (sebum and
keratin) in the outlet of a sebaceous
gland in the skin. See also acne.
Medical name: comedo.

black heel n. a black area, usually
over the Achllles tendon, resulting
from the rupture of caplllaries in
the skin In those who play basket-
ball, squash, elc. It may be mistaken
for malignant melanoma.

artery, performed on patients with
tetralogy of Fallot. [A. Blalock (1899
1964), US surgeon; H. B. Taussig
(20th century), US paediatrician)

bland (bland) adj. nonirritating:
mild; soothing: applied to foods and
diets.

blast (blahst) n. an important cause
of serious sofl-lissue injury that Is
assoclated with explosions or high:
velocity misslles. The eardrums,
lungs, and gastrolntestinal tract are
especially vulnerable to the indirect
effects of the blast wave.
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«blast syffix denoting a formative
cell.

blasto- prefix denoting a germ cell
or embryo.

blastocyst (blast-oh-sist) 7. an
carly stage of embryonic develop-
ment that consists of a hollow ball of
cells with a localized thickening (the
Inner cell mass) thal will develop
into the actual embryo. See also im-
plantation.

blastomycosis (blast-oh-my-koh-
sis) n. any disease caused by para-
sltlc fungi of the genus Blastomyces,
which may affect the skin (forming
warilike ulcers and lumaurs) or [n-
volve varlous internal tissues.

blastula (blast-yoo-13) n. an early
stage of the embryonic development
of many animals. The equivalenl
stage in Is (Includ hu-

blindness

cer cells (see cylotoxic drug), ad-
ministered by Injection in the treat-
ment of Hodgkin’s discase and other
lymph and in cell
carclnoma.

blephar- (blepharo-) prefix de-
noting the eyelld.

blepharitls (blel-d-ry-ls) n. in-
fMammation of the eyelids.

blepharochalasls (blef-er-oh-ka-
lay-sis) n. excessive eyelld skin re-
sulting from recurrent eplsodes of
oedema and inflammation of the
eyelld. It occurs In young people,
causing drooping of the lid. Com-
pare dermatochalasls.

blepharoconjunctivitls (blel.er-
oh-kén-Junk-tl-vy-is) n. Inflamma-
tlon involving the eyelid margins

and conjunctiva.

mans) is the blastocyst.

bleb (bleb) 1. a blister or large vesi-
cle. filtering b. a blister-like cyst un-
dlerneath the conjunciiva resulting
hom trabeculectomy, a surgical pro-
cedure commonly used In the treat-
ment of glaucoma.

biseding (bleed-ing) n. see haem-
wrthage.

bleeding time n. the time taken
for bleeding lo cease from a small
waund, such as a puncture in a fin-
wer orear lobe. It Is used as a test of
platelet function.

bienn- {blenno-) prefix denoting
mucus.

blennorrhagila (blen-d-ray-jid)n. a
soplous discharge of mucus, partic-
ularly from the urethra.

blennorrhoea (blend-ree-d) n. a
profuse watery discharge from the
wremthra.

dleomyecin (bli-oh-my-sin) n. an
sntlblotic with action against can-

bl (blef-er-6n) a. see cye-
1id.

blepharoptosis (blef-er-op-td-sls)
n. see ptosls.

blepharospasm (blef-er-oh-
spazm) n. involuntary tight con-
tractlon of the eyellds, either in re-
sponse 1o painful condltlons of the
eye ar as a form of dystonia.

blind loop syndrome (stagnant
loop syndrome) (blynd) n. acon-
dition of stasis of the small intestine
allowing the overgrowth of bacteria,
which causes malabsorptlon and
the passage of fatly slools (see stea-
torrhoea). It is usually the result of
chronic obstruction, surgical by-
pass operalions producing a stag-
nant length of bowel, or conditlons
In which a segment of intestine is
out of continuity with the rest.

blindness (blynd-nis) n. the in-
ability to see. For administrative
purposes, the term also covers cases
of partial blindness (see blind regis-



blind register

ter). The commonest causes of blind-
ness worldwide are trachoma, on-
chocerciasis, and vitamin A defi-
ciency, and ln Grcat Brltain
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tre in which blood collected from
donors is stored prior to transfu-
sion.

blood-brnln barrier (BBB) n. the

age-related at

ism thal controls the pas-

glaucoma, calaract, myopic retinal
degeneratlon, and diabetic retinopa-
thy. See also colour blindness, day
blind night blind snow
blindness.

blind register n. (in Britain) a list
of persons maintained by local so-
cial service departmenis who are
technically blind due to reduced vi-
sual acuity or who have severely re-
stricted fields of vision.

blind spot n. the small area of the
retina of the eye where the nerve fi-
bres from the light-sensitive cells
lead inlo the optic nerve. There are
no rods or cones in Lhis area and
hence it does not regisler light.
Anatomlcal name: punctum cae-
cum.

bllster (blis-ter) n. a swelling con-
taining watery fluld (serum) and
sometimes also blood (blood b.) or
pus, within or just beneath the skin.

block (blok) n. any interruption of
physiological or mental function,
brought aboul intentionally (as part
of a therapeutic procedure) or by
disease. See also heart block, nerve
block.

bdlood (blud) 7. a luld that circulates
throughout the body, via the arter-
ies and veins, providing a vehicle
by which an immense variety of dif-
ferent substances are transported
between the various organs and tis-
sues. It is composed of cells (see
blood cell), which are suspended In
a liquld medium (see plasma).

blood bank 1. a department within
a hospilal or blood transfusion cen-

sage of molecules from the blood
into the cerebrospinal Nuld and the
tissue spaces surrounding the cells
of the brain and thus protects the
brain from the effects of substances
harmful to it. The endothellal cclls
lining the walls of the brain capil-
larles are more 1lghtly joined to-
gether at their edges than those lin-
ing caplliaries supplying other parts
of the body. which allows the pas-
sage of solutions and fat-soluble
compounds but excludes particles
and large molecules.

blood casts pl. n. fragments of cel-
lular material (see cast) to which
blood cells are atlached, which are
derlved from the Kidney tubules and
are excreted in the urine in certain
kldney discases.

blood cell (blood corpuscle) n.
any of the cells thal are present in
the blood in health or disease. The
cells may be subclassified inlo three
major categories: red cells (see
erythrocyle). while cells (see leuco
cyle), and platelets. See lllustration

blood clot n. a solid mass formed
as the resull of blood coagulation,
either within the blood vessels and
heart or elsewhere. See also throm

bosis.

blood clotting n. see blood coagu
lation.

blood coagulation (blood clot-
ting) n. the process whereby blool
i3 converted from a liquid to a solid
state. The process involves the in
teraction of a variely of substances
(see coagulation lactors) and leadh






blood plasma

group AB contains both antigens
and group O neither. Blood of group
A contains antibodles Lo anligen B;
group B blood contains anti-A anli-
bodies or isoagglutinins; group AB
has neither antibody and group O
has both. The table {llustrates which
blood groups can be used In trans-
fuslon for each of the four groups.
See also rhesus factor.

blood plasma n. see plasma.

blood poisoning n. the presence of
either baclerial toxins or large num-
bers of bacteria in the bloodstream
causing serlous lllness. See py-
aemia, septicaemian, toxaemia.

blood pressure (BP) 5. the pres-
sure of blood agalnst the walls of Lhe
main arteries. Pressure s highest
during syslole, when the ventricles
are contracling (systolic pressure),
and lowest during dlastole, when
the ventricles are relaxing and re-
filling (diastolic pressure). Blood
pressure is measured - in milli-
metres of mercury - by means of a
sphygmomanomeler at the brachlal
artery of the arm. A young adult
would be expected to have a systolic
pressure of around 120 mm and a
diastolic pressure of 80 mm. These
are recorded as 120/80. See also
hypertension. hypotenslon.

blood serum n. see serum.

blood sugar n. the concentration of
glucose in the blood, normally ex-
pressed in milllmoles per litre. The
normal range Is 3.5-5.5 mmol/l.
Blood-sugar estimation Is an Im-
poriant Investigatlonina vanety of
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blood test 5. any test designed to
discover abnormalities in a sample
of a person’s blood or to determine
the blood group.

blood transfuslon 5. see transfu-
sion.

blood vessel n. a tube carrying
blood away [rom or towards the
heart. See artery, arteriole, vein,
venule, capillary.

Bloom’'s syndrome (bloomz) n. a
specific abnormality of chromo-
some 15 in which the indivldual suf-
fers [rom recurrent infections, blis-
(ering areas of the hands and lips,
and poor growth. Such children
have a much higher than normal
risk of developing cancer. {D. Bloom
(20th century), US dermatologist]

Blount disease (blownt) n. a con-
dition causing bow-legs as a result
of abnormal growth at Lhe eplphysis
at the (op of the tibla. It Is more com-
mon n Africans and Is most notice-
able In chlldhood. [W. P. Blount
(1900-92), US orthopaedic surgeon|]

BLS 7. see basic life support.

blue baby (bloo) a. an infant suf-
fering from congenlital hearl disease
in which the circulation Is misdi-
rected. This results in the presence
of parilally deoxygenaied blood
(which is blue in colour) in the pe
rlpheral circulatlon, which gives
the skin and llps a characteristic
purple colour (see cyanosls).

B-lymphocyte n. see lymphocyte.

BMI 1. see body mass index.

BMR n. basal metabolic rate (see
basal metabolism).

discases. most notably In d
mellitus. fasting b. s. (FBS) the con-
centration of glucose In the blood
after an overnight fast. See also
hyperglycaemia, hypoglycaemia.

BMT n. bol

transplantation.
Boarl flap (boh-ah-rl) n. a tube of
bladder tissue constructed o re-
place the lower Lhird of the ureter

See
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when this has been destroyed or
damaged or has to be removed be-
cause of the presence of a (umour.
See also ureteroplasly. [A. Boari
(19th century), ltalian surgeon]
body (bod-1) n. 1. an entire animal
organisni. 2. the trunk of an indl-
vidual, excluding the limbs. 3. the
maln or largest part of an organ. 4.
a solld discrele mass of tissue; e.g.
the carotid body. See aiso corpus.
body image (body schema) n.
the individual’s concept of the dis-
position of his limbs and the iden-
tity of the different parts of his body.
body mass Index (BMI) n. the
welght of a person (In kilograms) di-
vided by the square of the height of
that person (in melres): used as an
Indlcator of whether or not a person
I8 over- or underwelght. A BMI of
by 20and 25 Is idered nor-
mal, between 25 and 30 Is over-
weight, and grealer than 30 indi-
cales clinical obesily. ,
body temperature 7. the temper-
ature of the body, as measured by a
thermometer. In most normal indi-
viduals body temperature Is main-
(ained at about 37°C (98.4°F). A rise
In body temperature occurs In fever.
Boeck’s disease (beeks) n. see
sarcoidosis. [C. P. M. Boeck (1845-
1813), Norwegian dermatologist]
®oll (boil) n. a tender inflamed arca
of the skin containing pus. The
Infection is usually caused by the
bacterium Staphylococcus aureus,
which enters through a hair follicle
ur a break in the skin. Boils usually
heal when the pus Is releagsed or
with antibiotic treatment, though
wcastonally they may cause more
widespread infection. Medical
name: furuncle.

Bonney's blue

bolus (boh-1is) a. 1. a soft mass of
chewed food. 2. a (ablet or pill con-
taining a large dose of a drug.

bonding (bond-ing) a. 1. (in psy-
chology) the development of a close
and selective relatlonship, such as
that of attachment. 2. (in dentisiry)
the attachment of dental restora-
tions, sealanis, and orthodontic
brackets lo teeth.

bone (bohn) n. the hard extremely
dense connectlve tissue that forms
the skelelon of the body. It Is com-
posed of a matrlx of collagen flbres
impregnated with bone salts, chiclly
calcium carbonate and calcium
phosphate (hydroxyapatlte), In
which bone cells (osleocytes) are
embedded. compact (or cortical) b.
the outer shell of bones, consisting
of a hard virtually solld mass made
up of bony tissuc arranged in con-
centric layers (Haversian systems).
spongy (ar cancellous) b. bone found
beneath the outer shell; it conslsts of
a meshwork of bony bars (trabecu-
lae) with many Interconnecting
spaces containing marrow. See il-
lustrations.

bone graft n. see graft.

bone marrow (marrow) n. the
tissue contained wlithin the Internal
cavities of the bones. At birth, these
cavities are [illed entirely with
blood-forming myeloid tissue (red
marrow) but in later life the mar-
row in the limb bones is replaced by
fal (yellow marrow).

Bonney's blue (bon-1z) n. a dye
consisting ol a mixture of crystal vi-
olet and brilllant green. It is used as
a skin dlsinfectant and 1o demon-
strate the presence of a fistula, by
Instilling it via a cannula and trac-






8l

pulling forward on thelr heels. Ba-
bles who botlom-shuffle tend (o
walk sllghtly later. There is often a
family history of bottom shufTling.
botulinum toxin (bot-yoo-ly-nam)
n. a powerful nerve toxin, produced
by the bacterium Clostridium botu-
linum, that Is injected, in minute
dosage, for the treatment of varlous
conditions of muscle overaction,
such as sirablsmus (squint) and dys-
tonia (including blepharospasm).
achalasia, and spastic paralysis as-
soclated with cerebral palsy. Trade
names: Botox, Dysport.
dotulism (bot-yoo-llzm) n. a seri-
ous form of food polsoning lrom
foods containlng the loxin produced
by Lhe bacterium Clostridium boti-
linum, which thrives in improperly
preserved foods. The toxin selec-
tively affects the central nervous
system: some cases are fatal.
Bouchard's node (boo-shahdz) n.
a bony thickening arising at the
proximal interphalangeal Jolnt of &
finger in osteoarthritis. It is often
found together with ,Heberden's
nodes. [J. C. Bouchard (1837-1915).
French physician]
bougle (boo-zhee) n. o hollow or
solid cylindrical instrument, usu-
ally flexible, that is inserted Into
a tubular passage, such as the
oesophagus (gullet), rectum, or
urethra. Bougles are used in diag-
nosls and treatment, particularly by
enlarging strictures.
Bourneville’s disease (borné-
veez) 1. see tuberous (sclerosis). (D.-
M. Bournevlille (1840-1909), French
neurologist]
bowel (bow-&l) n. see Intestine.
Bowen's disqase (bohénz) n. a
type of in-sltu carcinoma of the

squamous epidermal cells of the
skin that does notl spread to the
basal layers. [J. T. Bowen (1857-
1941), US dermatologist |

bow-legs (boh-legz) pi. n. abnormal
out-curving of the legs at the kneces,
resulting in a gap between the knees
on standing. Medical name: genu
varum.

Bowman's capsule (boh-minz)
n. see glomerulus. [Sir W. P. Bow-
man (1816-92), British physician]

BP n. see blood pressure.

BPD n. see bronchopulmonary (dys-
plasia).

BPH n. benign prostatic hyperpla-
sla. See prosilate gland.

BPPV 7. see benign paroxysmal po-
sltional vertigo.

BPRS n. see Orief Psychiatric Rating

Scale.

brachi- (brachlo-) prefixdenoting
the arm.

brachlal (brayk-ial) adj. relating to
or affecting the arm.

brachlal artery n. an aricry that
exiends from the axlllary artery at
the armplit, down the side and Inner
surface of the upper arm (o the
elbow, where It divides into the ra-
dial and ulnar arteries.

brachial plexus n. a network of
nerves, arlsing from the spine at the
base of the neck, from which arise
the nerves supplying the arm, fore-
arm and hand, and parts of the
shoulder girdle. See also radial
(nerve).

brachlocephalic artery (bray-
ki-oh-si-fal-lk) n. see innominate
arlery.

brachlum (brayk-ium) a. (pl.
brachia) the arm, especially the
part of the arm belween the shoul-
der and the elbow.
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extent of a mallgnant melanoma.
The measurement correlates with
prognosis; tumours that are less
than 0.76 mm thick have a good
prognosis. [A. Breslow (1928-80), US
pathologist]

bretyllum tosylate (bre-til-ium
to-sy-layt) n. an anti-arrhythmic
drug used in patlents wilth cardiac
arrest {o reverse ventricular fibril-
lation that has failed to respond lo
wlectrical defibrillation. It is admin-
istered by intravenous injectlon.
Trade name: HBretylate.

Srief Psychiatric Rating Scale
(BPRS) 5. a measure of general
psychiatric symptoms based on pa-
tients’ verbal responses and obser-
valion of patients at the time of In-
forview.

Bright's disease (bryts) n. see
nephritls. (R, Bright (1789 1858),
iiritish physician)

brilllant green (bril- yﬂm) n. an
nnlilne dye used as an anliseptic.
L] idine (bri I-deen) n. an
nlpha agonist (see sympathomi-
metic) used In the form of eye drops
in the treatment of glaucoma. Trade
name: Alphagan.

brinzolamlde (brin-zol-d-myd)n.a
carbonic anhydrase inhibitor used
In the form of eye drops (o reduce in-
trnocular pressure in the treatment
of glaucoma. Trade name: Azopt.

Sriquet’s syndrome (bree-kayz)
. see somallzation disorder. [P. Bri-
quet (1796~ 1801) French psychla-
irist)

British Antl-l.owlllto (BAL)
(hrit-Ish antl-1oo-i-syl) 2. see dimer-
caprol.

brittle dlabetes (brit’l) n. type 1
dlabetes meliltus that constantly
enuses disruptlon ol lifestyle due to

Brompton cocktall

recurrent attacks of hypo- or hyper-
glycaemia.

Broadbent’s slgn (brawd-bents)
n. retractlon of the lefl side and back
near the 11th and 12th rlbs with
every hearibeat, indicating adhe-
sions between the pericardium and
the dlaphragm. (Sir W. H. Broad-
benl (1835-1907), Brillsh physician]

broad ligaments (brawd) pl. n.
folds of perltoncum extending ffom
each side of the uterus to the lateral
walls of the pelvis, supporting the
uterus and Fallopian (ubes. and
forming a partition across the pelvic
cavily.

Broca's area (broh-kiz) n. the
area of cerebral motor cortex re-
sponsible for the initlation of
speech. It Is situated in the left
frontal lobe In most (but not all)
right-handed people. [P. P. Broca
(1824-80), French surgeon)

Brodle's abscess (broh-diz) n. see
abscess. [Sir B. C. Brodie (1783-
1862), Britlsh surgeon]

bromazepam (broh-maz-&-pam) n.
a long-acting benzodiazepine drug
used In the short-term treatment ol‘

anxlety. 1t is adminl
by mouth. Trade name: I.uwun
bromism (broh-mizm) n. a group
of sy including dr
loss of sensation, and slurred
speech, caused by excessive intake
of bromides.

bromocriptine (broh-moh-krip-
teen) n. a drug, derived [rom ergot,
that Is administered by mouth in
the treatment of parkinsonism,
acromegaly, and disorders associ-
ated wilh excessive secretion of pro-
lactin and to prevenl lactation.
Trade name: Pariodel.

Brompton cocktall (bromp-ton




bromsulphthalein

kok-layl) n. a mixture of alcohol,
morphine, and cocaine sometimes
given to control severe pain in ter-
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does not conlain cartilage or mu-
cous glands in its wall. The smallesl
bronchloles open Into the alveoli.

minally ill people, y those
dying of cancer. The mlxmre was

adj.
bronehlolltla (bronk-l-oh-ly-tis) a.

Mirsitried at the Br

lon of the small airways

London.
bromsulphthaleln (brom-sulf-tha-
lin) n. a blue dye used in lesls of
liver function.
bronch- (broncho-) prefix denot-
ing the bronchial tree.

(bronk-idl) pi. n. breath soupds
transmitted through consolidated
lungs in pneumonia; they are sim{-
lar to the sounds heard normally
over the larger bronch! and are
louder and harsher than vesicular
breath sounds.

bronchlal carcinoma n. cancer of
the bronchus, one the
causes of death In smokers. See also
lung cancer, oat-cell carcinoma.

in the lungs (see bronchiole) due to
Infection by viruses, usually the res:
piratory syncytial virus, and occur-
ring most commonly in infants of
less than one year. b. obliterans or-
ganizing pneumonia (BOOP) a fNu-
like illness with cough, fever, and
shortness of breath; there are
paichy infiltrates on X.ray. It may
result from a viral infection. be
caused by certaln drugs, or be asso-
clated with connective tlssue dis-

ease.
bronchitis (brong-ky-tls) n. in
Nammation of the bronchi. acufe b.
bronchitis caused by viruses or bac:
(eria. It is characlerlzed by cough
ing, the produmon of mucopurulent

lal tree n. a branching sys-
tem of tubes conducting air from the
trachea to the lungs: {ncludes the
bronchi and their subdivisions and
the bronchioles.
bronchlectasis (bronk-l-ek-td-sls)
n. widening of the bronchi or thelr
branches. It may be congenital or it
may result from Infection or ob-
struction. Pus may form in the
wldened bronchus so that the pa-
tient coughs up purulent sputum,
which may contain blood. Treat-
ment consists of antiblotic drugs to
control the Infection and physio-
therapy to drain the sputum.
Surgery may be used If only a few
segments of the bronchi are af
lected.
bronchlole (bronk-i-ohl) n. a sub-
division of the bronchlal tree that

and br chronic
b. bronchitis In which the patient
coughs up excessive mucus secreted
by enlarged bronchlal mucous
glands; the bronchaspasm cannot be
relieved by bronchodilator drugs
The disease Is particularly preva
lent in Britain In association with
cigarette smoking, air pollution,
and emphysema.

lavage (BAL}
(brong-koh-al-vee-oh-ler) n.
method of oblaining cellular mn
terial from the lungs that is used
particularly in the investigation
and monltoring of Interstitial luny
disease and In the investigation of
pulmonary infllirates in immunoe
suppressed patients.

bronchoconstrictor (brong-koh
kon-strik-ler) n. a drug that caumw
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narrowing of the alr passages by
producing spasm of bronchial
smooth muscle.
bronchodiiator (brong-koh-dy-lay-
ter) n. an agenl, such as ephedrine,
salbutamol, ipratropium, or theo-
phylllne, that causes widening of
the air passages by relaxing
bronchial smooth muscle.
bronchography (brong-kog-rifi)
#  X-ray examlnation of the
bronchlal tree after it has been
mude visible by the Injection of
rndiopaque dye or contrast medlum.
It has been largely superseded by
*I'scanning.
bronchomycosis (brong-koh-my-
hoh-sls) n. any of various fungal in-
fwtions of the bronchl, such as can-
dlilosls of the lungs.
honchophony (brong-kof.6ni) n.
we vocal resonance.
sronchopleural (brong-koh-ploor-
Al) adj. relating to a bronchus and
(he pleura. b. fistula an abnormal
remmunication (see Nstula) between
alironchus and the pleural cavity.
Monchopneumonla (brong-koh-
nuw moh-nid) 2. see pneumonta.
bdonchopulmonary (brong-koh-
pul mbn-er-i) adj. relating to the
lungs nnd the bronchial wee. b. dys-
phnia (BPD) a condlllon seen usu-
ally In premature bablgs as a result
of towpiratory distress syndrome,
wquiring prolonged treatment with
wevyen beyond the age of 28 days.
enohoscope (bronk-6-skohp) n.
< fustrument used Lo look into the
wravhen and bronch). With the aid
«l n brunchoscope the bronchial tree
san be washed out (see bron-
»himlveolar lavage) and les of

Brucella

moved with long forceps. —bron-
choscopy (brong-kos-ko-pi) n.

bronchospasm (brong-koh-
spazm) n. narrowing of bronchi by
muscular contraction in response (o
some stimulus, as in asthma and
bronchitls. Some types of bron-
chospasm can usually be relieved
by bronchodilator drugs; olhers,
such as chronic bronchiltls, usually
cannot.

bronchus (bronk-Us) n. (pl.
bronchl) any of the alr passages be-
yond the (rachea that has cartilage
and mucous glands in its wall. See
also bronchlole. —bronohlal ad).

bronze diabetes (bronz) n. see
haemochromatasis.

brown fat (brown) n. a form of fat
In adlipose tissue that is a rich
source of energy and can be con-
verted rapidly (o heat. There is spec-
ulation that a rapid turnover of
brown fat occurs to balance exces-
sive intake of food and unnecessary
production of white fat (making up
the bulk of adipose tissue). Some
forms of obesity may be linked Lo
lack of - or Inability to synthesize -
brown fat.

Brown-Séquard syndrome
(brown say-kar) n. the neurological
condition resulting when the spinal

‘ cord has been damaged. Below the
lesion there is a spastic paralysis on
the same side and a loss of pain and
temperature sensation on the oppo-
site side. [C. E. Brown-Séquard
(1018-94), French physiologlst]

Brucella (broo-sel-d) n. a genus of
Gram-negatlve aerobic spherical or
rodlike parasitic bacterla responsi-
ble for brucellosis (undulant fever)
inh and ious abortion

tisau0 and foreign bodies can be re-

in catue, pigs, sheep, and goats. The



principal species are B. aborfus and
B. melltensis.
brucellosis (Malta fever,
Medlterranean fever, undu-
lant fever) (broo-si-loh-sis) n. a
chronic disease of farm animals
caused by bacterla of the genus Bru-
celia, which can be transmitted to
humans either by contact with an
infected animal or by drinking non-
pasleurlzed conlaminnled milk.
he, fever,
aches and pains, and ; oc-
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are embedded in the submucosa and
secrele mucus. [J. C. Brunner (1653
1727), Swiss anatomist]

Brushfield spots (brush-fecld) pl.
n. greylsh-brown spals seen in the
iris of the eye. They can be found in
normal individuals but are usually
assoclated with Down's syndrome
(T. Brushfield (1858-1937), British
physician]

BS8A n. body surface area.

BSE n hnvlne spongiform en

hy. See Creutzfeldt-Jakol

casionally a chronic form develops
with recurrent symptoms.
Bruch’s membrane (bruuks) n.
the transparenl innermost layer of
the chorold, which is in contact
with the retinal pigment epithelium
(see retina). [K. W. L. Bruch (1819-
84), German anatomist]
Brudzinskl sign (bruud-zin-skl) n.
a sign present when there is irtita.
tion of the meninges (the mem-
branes covering the brain), for ex-
ample in meningltis. As the neck is
pulled forward, the hips and knees
bend involuntarily. [J. von Brudzin-
ski (1874-1917), Polish physician)]
Brufen (broo-fén) 2. see ibuprofen.
bruise (contuslon) (brooz) n. an
area of skin discoloration caused by
the escape of blood from ruptured
underlying vessels following injury.
brult (broot) n. a sharp or harsh sys-
tollc sound, heard on auscultation,
that Is due to turbulent blood flow in
a peripheral artery, usually the
carolid or {liofemoral artery. Bruits
can also be heard over arterio-
venous fistulae or malformations.
Brunner's glands (brun-erz) pl.
n. compound glands of the small in-

disease, spongiform encephalopa

thy.

B88 1. 1. see balanced salt solullon
2. see Beck Scale for Suicide
Ideation.

bubo (bew-boh) n. a swollen in
flamed lymph node in the armplt o
groin, commonly developing in sof
sexually transmitied diseases (c.¢
soft sore), bubonic plague, and lelsh
maniasis.

bubonlic plague (bew-bon-ik)n
see plague.

buccal (buk-il) adj. relating to the
mouth or the hollow part of the
cheek.

buccinator (buks-i-nay-ter) n. »
muscle of the cheek that has its ori
gin in the maxilla and mandible. Iy
is responsible for compressing the
cheek and is Important in mastica
tion.

Budd-Chiarl syndrome (bud ki
ah-rl) a. a rare condition that fl
lows obstructlon of the hepatic vein
by a blood clot or tumnour. It is cha
acterized by ascites and cirrhosia«
the liver. [G. Budd (1808-82), British
physiclan; H. Chiarl (1851-191t)
German pathologist]

testine, found in the duod: and
the upper part of the jeJunum. They

bud: Ide (bew-dess-d-nyd)n «
corticosteroid drug used in o naal



spray to treat hay fever or as an in-
hwnlant for asthma. It is also admln-
Intered by mouth or enema for the
ireatment of Crohn’s disease and ul-
cerative colitls. Trade names: Bu-

t,F 1.
Suerger's dlsease (ber-gerz) n.
an inflammatory condition affect-
Ing the arieries, especlally the ar-
\eries of the legs. The condition may
Irad to gangrene of the limbs and ve-
nous or coronary thrombosis. Med-
\ral name: oblit-

buphthalmos

fluid. 2. (In anatomy) a rounded
bony prominence. 3. a thin-walled
air-filled space within the lung, arlis-
Ing congenltally or in emphysemn
—bullous ad).

Buller's shleld (buul-erz) n. a pro-
tectlve shleld placed over one eye
when the other is infected. It con-
slsls of a watch glass flxed in posi-
ton with adhesive tape. [F. Buller
(1844-1905), Canadian ophthalmolo-
gist)

erane. (L. Buerger (18'79—1943) Us
physlcian]
namac (bew-fels-3-mak) 2. an
antl-inlammatory drug (see NSAID)
whninistered externally in the form
of n cream for the treatment of skin
Inflammmation and to relieve itching.
wulter (buf-er) n. a solution whose

pemphigoid (buul-iis) .
see pemphigoid.

bumetanide (bew-met-8-nyd) n. a
quick-acting loop diuretic used to
relieve the fluid retention (oedema)
occurring In heart fallure, kidney
disease, and cirrhosis of the liver. It
Is administered by mouth or by in-
jecllon Trade name: Burinex.

hytrogen on ation (pH) re-
mains virtually unchanged by dilu-
tlon or by the addition of acid or al-
kull. See also acld-base balance.
uld (bulb) a. (in y) any

dle (bun-d'l) a. a group of mus-
cles or nerve fibres situated close to-
gdther and running in the same di-
rection.

sounded structure or a rounded ex-
pansion at the end of an organ or
puart

bulbar (bul-ber) ad/ 1. relatlng to
o nffecting the

h block (BBB) n. a
defect in the speclalized conducting
tissue of the heart that Is recognized
as an electrocardlographic abnor-
mu.llt

#. relating to a bulb. 3. relating to
the eyeball.

bulbourethral glands (bul-bo-
vaar-ge-thrdl) n. see Cowper’s
whanila,

sulimia (bew-lim-ii) n. insallable
wyorvating. This symptom may be
yrhogenic, as In anorexla nervosa
1k nervosa or the binge-purge sfh-
#1ome); or It may be due to neuro-
lswival causes, such as a leslon of
e hypothalamus.

bulla (buul-d) n. (pl. bullae) 1. a

dle of His (hiss) a. see atri-
oventricular bundle. {W. His (1863-
1934), Swiss anatomist]
bunlon (bun-ydn) n. & swelling of
the jolni between the great toe and
the firsi metatarsal bone. A bursa
often develops over (he site and the
great toe becomes displaced towards
the others. Bunions are usually
caused by ill-Mitting shoes and may
require surglcal treatment.
buphthalmos (hydrophthal-
mos) (hul' lhal mas) n. infantile or
increased

targn blister, containing serous

pressure within the eye due to a de-



buplvacalne

fect in the development of the tis-
sues through which fluid drains
from the eye.

bupivacaine (bew-plv-i-kayn)n. a
potent local anaesthetic. used
mainly for regional nerve block.
Trade name: Marcaln.

buprenorphine (bew-pren-or-feen)
n. a powerful synthelic opiate
palinkilling drug; it acts for 6-8
hours. and is administered by
mouth. Trade name: Temgeslc.

bur (ber) n. 1. a cutling drill that fits
In a dentist’s handplece. Burs are
mainly used (or cuttlng cavitles in
teeth, removing old restorations,
and preparing teeth to recelve
crowns. 2. (burr) a surglcal drill for
culting through bone. b. hole a cir-
cular hole drilled through the skull
to release pressure Inside the skull
or to lacilitate biopsles and other
procedures.

Burkitt's lymphoma (Burkitt’'s
tumour) (ber-kits) n. a malignant
tumour of the lymphatic system,
most commonly affecting children
and largely confined lo tropical
Alrlca. It Is the most rapldly grow-
ing malignancy, with a tumour dou-
bling time of about five days. It can
arise at varlous sites, most com-
monly the faclal structures, such as
the Jaw, and In the abdomen. [D. P.
Burkitt (1911-99), Irish surgeon)
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degree b. a burn in which both the
epidermis and the underlying der-
mis are damaged. third-degree b. a
burn that involves damage or de-
struction of the skin 1o its full depth
and damage 10 the tissues beneath.

burr (ber) n. see bur.

bursa (ber-sd) n. (pl. bursse) a
small sac of fibrous tlssue that is
lined with synovial membrane and
filled with fluid. Bursae help to re-
duce friction; they are normally
formed round Joints and Iin places
where ligaments and tendons pass
over bones. —bursal adj.

bursa of Fabriclus (fi-brish-us)
n. a mass of lymphold tissue occur-
rlng as an oulgrowth of the cloaca of
young birds. It is an imporiant
source of B-lymphocytes. [H. Fabri-
clus (1537-1618), Itallan anatomist]

bursitis (bursal synovitis) (ber
sy-tis) n. inflammation of a bursa,
resulting from Injury, Infeclion, or
rheumatold synovitis. It produces
pain and sometimes restricls move-
ment at a nearby joint. See also
housemald's knee.

buserelin (bew-sé-rel-in) n. a druy
(see LHRH analogue) that Is admin.
Istered as a nasal spray for the treal
ment of endometriosis and to help In
the management of advanced can
cer of the prostate gland. Trade
names: Suprecur, Suprefact.

bum (bern) n. tissue d caused
by such agents as heat, chemicals,
electricity. sunlight, or nuclear ra-
diatlon. Burns cause swelling and
blistering; loss of plasma from dam-
aged blood vessels may lead to se-
vere shock. There s also a risk of
bacterlal Infectlon. first-degree b. a
burn affecting only the outer layer
(epidermls) of the skin. second-

{bew-spy-rohn) n. adruy
used torelleve the symploms of anx
lety. Trade name: Buspar.

busulfan (busulphan) (bew-sul
fan) n. an alkylating agent that de
stroys cancer cells by acting on the
bone marrow:. It Is admlnistered by
mouth, mainly in the treatment ol
chronic myeloid leukaemia. Trade
name: Myleran.
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barbital (butobarbitone)
(bew-toh-bar-bl-1al) a. an interme-
1llate-acting barbllurale, used for
the treatment of insomnia and for
sedation. Trade name: Soneryl.

butriptyline (bew-trip-ti-leen) n. a
Iricyclic antldepressant drug ad-
minlstered by mouth.

duttock (but-dk) n. either of the two
fleshy protuberances at the lower
posterior section of the trunk, con-
nisting of muscles (see gluteus) and
fal. Anatomical name: natis.

byssinosis

butyrophenone (bew-ti-roh-fee-
nohn) n. one of a group of chem]-
cally related antipsychotic drugs
that includes haloperidol, droperi-
dol, benperidol, and trifluperidol.

bypass (by-pahs) n. diversion of a
flow from its normal channels, usu-
ally by means of surgery. See anas-
tomesis, cardiopulmonary bypass,
coronary artery bypass graft, shunt.

byssinosls (bis-i-noh-sis) n. an in-
dustrlal discase of the lungs caused
by Inhalation of dusts of cotton, flax,
hemp, or sisal.



Cc

€ 1. symbol for carbon. 2. symbol for
Celsius or centigrade,

Ca symbol for calcium.

cabergoline (ki-ber-gd-leen) n. a
drug used In the treatment of
parkinsonism. It ls administered by
mouth. Trade name Cabaser.

CABG n. see coronary artery bypass

graft.

cac- (caco-) prefix denoting dis-
ease or deformity.

cachet (kash-ay) n. a flat capsule
contalning a drug thal has an un-
pleasant taste. The cachet Is swal-
lowed intact by the patient.

cachenxia (ki-keks-id) a. a condi-
tion of abnormally low welght,
weakness, and general bodily de-
cline associated with chronic dis-
ease, such as cancer.

cadaver (ki-dav-er) n. a dead body,
especially one preserved and used
for dissection and analomical study.

caecosigmoldostomy (see-koh-
sig-mold-ost-6mi) n. an operatlon in
which the caecum is joined to the
slgmoid colon.

caecostomy (see-kost-6mi) n. an
operalion in which the caecum is
brought through the abdominal wall
and opened in order to drain or de-
compress the intestine.

caecum (see-kiim) n. a blind-ended
pouch at the junction of the small
and large intestines, to which the
vermiform appendix is attached.
-—caecal ad).

Caesarean section (slz-air-1in)

n. a surgical operation for deliver
Ing a baby through the abdominal
wall, usually by a transverse incl
sion in the lower segment of the
uterus (lower uterine segment C. s.)
It is carried out when there are risks
to the baby or to the mother from
normal chlldbirth and may be per
formed, if necessary, as soon as the
child is viable.

caeslum-137 (seez-iim) 2. an ar
tificial radioaclive jsotope of the

llic el i used
rarely in radlotherapy. Symbol
13Cs. See also teletherapy.

café au lalt spots (kaf-ay-oh-lay)
pl. n. well-defined pale-brown
patches on the skin. The presence
of slx or more in an individual i
strongly suggestive of neurofibro
matosls.

caffelne (kaf-een) n. an alkalold
drug, present in coffee and tea, tha
has a stimulant action on the cen
tral nervous system and is a weak
diuretic. It is used In analgesir
preparations.

Cafley’s disease (kaf-iz) n. see hy
peroslosls. [J. Caffey (1895-1966), US
paedialriclan)

CAH n. see congenital adrenal hyper
plasta.

calsson disease (kay-sbn) 2. sv
compressed air illness.

calamine (kal-3-myn) n. a prepa
ration of zinc carbonale used as a
mild astringent on the skin in the
form of a lotion. cream, or olntmen
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oalc- (calcl-, calco-) prefix de
noting calclum or calcium salis.

calcaneus (heel bone) (kal-kay-
nlis) n. the large bone In the tarsus
of the foot that forms Lhe projection
of the heel behind the fool.

ocalcareous (kal-kair- uls) ad/ con
talning calci

Calgary Depression Scale

tlon, reduces conduction of im-
pulses in the heart, and causes va-
sodilatation. Calcium antagonists
include amlodiptne, dlitlazem,
nicardepine, nifedipine, and vera-
pamil, which are used to treat
angmn and hlgh blood pressure.

te (kar-bo-nayt)

carbonate: chalky
nlellorol (kal-sifer-ol) n. see vita-
min
ulclllcullon (kal-si-fl-kay-shén)
n. the deposition of calclum salts in
llssue. This occurs as parl of the
norma! process of bone formation
(see osslification).
calcinosis (kal-si-noh-sis) n. the

n. a salt of calcium that neutralizes
aclds and is used In many antacid
preparations. It {s also used as a cal-
clum supplement and to reduce
high blood levels of phosphates
(which It binds) in patients with
renal fallure Formula: CaCOj3,
te and L
(gloo ké- nayl lak-tayt) n. salts of

abnormal d ition of
salts in the tissues.
oalclpotriol (kalsi-pot-ri-ol) n. a
vitamin D analogue administered as
an olntment, cream, or scalp solu-
tion for the trealment of psorlasis.
Trude name: I)orvonol

that are used to treal and
prevent disorders caused by cal-
clum deficlency, such as tetany and
rickets, and to preveni osteoporosis.
Formulae:
(CH,OH(CHOH),C00},Ca H,0:
(CH,CHOHCOO),Ca.5H,0.

] ‘!ll’l ! )]
(kal-si-toh-nin) n. a hormone, pro-
duced by the C cells of the thyrold
wland, that lowers the levels of cal-
clum and phosphate, in the blood.
CalcitonIn Is given by Injection to
Ireat hypercalcaemia and Paget's
isease of bones. Compare parathy-
rold hormone.

salclum (kal-siim) n. a metalllc el-
ement that is an Important con-
stituent of bones, teeth, and blood. It
Is also essential for many metabolic
processes, Including nerve function,
muscle contraction, and blood clot-
ling. Symbol: Ca.

salclum antagonist n. a drug
Ihat Inhlbits the influx of calclum
luns Into cardiac and smooth-mus-
rle cells; it therefore reduces the
strength of hejrrrnuscle contrac-

losis (kal-kew-lohsis) n. the
presence of multiple calcull in the

body.

calculus (kal-kew-lds) n. (pl. cal-
cull) 1. a stone: a hard pebble-like
mass formed within the body, par-
ticularly in the gall bladder (see gall-
stone) or anywhere in the urinary
tract. Calcull may also occur in the
ducts of the sallvary glands. 2. a cal-
cifled deposit that forms on the sur-
face of a tooth as 1t Is covered with
plague.

Caldwell-Luc operation (kawld-
wel look) n. an operation in which
the maxillary sinus is dralned
through an incision above the upper
canine tooth. [G. W. Caldwell (1834
1918), US otolaryngologist; H. Luc
(1855-1925), French laryngologist)

Calgary Depression Scale



callbrator

{CD8) (kal-ga-ri) n. a structured in-
terview tool that enables the assess-
ment of depression in people suffer-
ing from schizophrenia.

callbrator (kal-i-bray-ter) n. 1. an
instrument used for measuring the
size of a tube or opening. 2. an in-
strument used for dilating a tubu-
lar part, such as the gullet.

callectasis (hydrocalycosis)
(kal-i-ek-ta-sis) n. dilatatlon or dis-
tension of the calyces of the kidney,
which is malnly associaled with
hydronephrosis and usually demon-
straled by ullrasound or intra-
venous urogram.

calliper (callper) (kal-i-per) n. 1.
an instrument with two prongs or
jaws, used for measuring diameters,
parilcularly of the pelvis In obstet-
rics. 2, (calllper splint) a surgical
appllance (see orthosis) that Is used
to correct or control deformity of a
jolnt in the leg. 1t consists of a metal
bar that is fixed to the shoe and held
to the leg by means of straps.

callosity (callus) (ki-los-ith n. a
hard thick area of skin occurring in
parts of the body subject to pressure
or friction, particularly the soles of
the feet and palms of the hands.

callus (kal-is) n. 1. the composite
mass of tissue thal forms belween
bone ends when a fracture is heal-
ing. It Initlally consists of blood clot
and granulation tlssue, which de-
velops into carttlage and eventually
new bone, which unites the frac-
ture. 2. see callosity.

calor (Iu;l-er) n heal one of the four
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waler from 14.5°C to 15.5°C (Lhe 15°
calorie). One Calorie (kilocalorie or
kilogram calorle) is equal to 1000
calories; this unit is used to Indicate
the energy value of foods. Both these
unils have now largely been re
placed by the joule and kllojoule re-
spectively (1 calorie = 4.1855 joules),

calorific (kalcr-if-ik) adj. produc-
ing heat.

calorimeter (kal-er-im-it-er) n.
any apparatus used to measure the
heat lost or gained during various
chemical and physical changes
Calorimeters are used to delerminc
the energy value of dilferent loods
—calorimetry n.

calvaria (kal-vair-id) . the vault of
the skull.

calyx (kay-llks) n. (pl. calyces)a
cup-shaped part, especially any of
the divisions of the pelvis of the kld
ney.

camphor (kam-fer) n. a crystalline
aromatic substance oblained from
the tree Cinnamomum camphora.
Is used in liniments. creams, and
sprays as a counterirritant and
antlprurltlc.

Campylobacter (kam-pl-loh-bak
ter) n. a genus of splral motile
Gram-negative bacteria that are n
common cause of food poisoning,
producing headache, nausea, diar
rhoea, and vomiting. C. pylori see
Helicobacter.

canal (kid-nal) n. a tubular channel
or pnssage e.g. the alimentary

cln-llculms (ka-né-lik- yooly -tin)

1 signs of i lonina n. jon of a )
tissue. See also dolor, rubor. lumor.  pecially a lacrimal canaliculus (s
calorie (kal-er-l) n. a unit of heat lacrimal (apparatus)).

equal to the amount of heal required
to raise the temperature of 1 gram of

canaliculus (ka-ni-lik-yoo-las) »
(pl. canalicull) a small channel o
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canal. Canallculi occur, for exam-
ple, in compact bone, linking lacu.
nae containing bone cells; In Lhe
liver, transporting bile to the bile
duct; and as part of the lacrimal ap-
paratus of the eye.

sancellous (kansi-1is) adj. lattice-
|1ke. ¢. bone spongy bone, which Ina
mature bone has a low density and
is surrounded by denser cortical
hane.

sancer (kan-ser) n. any mallgnant
umour, including carcinoma and
sarcoma. It arises from the abnor-
mnl and uncontrolled division of
volls that then invade and destroy
the surrounding tissues. The cancer
vollsspread (see metastasis), seulns
up y tumnours (
al sltes distant from the original tu-
mour.
There are probably many causative

factors, some of which are known;

cantharidin

yeasts (forroerly called Monilia) that
inhabit the vagina and alimentary
tract. C. albicans a small oval bud-
ding species primarily responsible
for candldosls —enndld-l mﬂ

) (kan-

di-doh-sis)n. acommon yeasl Infec-

tion of moist areas of the body, usu-

ally caused by Candida albicans. It
is common In the vagina, where it is
known as fhrush, but is also found
in the mouth and skin folds. On the
skin the lesions are bright red with
small satelllte pustules, while in the
mouth candidosis appears as white
patches on Lhe tongue or Inside the
cheeks. In the vagina it produces
Itching and sometimes a thick white
discharge. Topical, intravaginal, or
oral therapy with imidazoles Is el-
fective; nystatin, adminislered by
mouth, helps to reduce candldal In-
fectlon of the bowel.

o Is as-
wmcinted with lung cancer, radiation
with some sarcomas and leukaemia,
al several viruses are Implicated;
genctlc factors are involved In the
dovelopment of many cancers.
I'rentment of cancer depends on the
iype of tumour, the site of the pri-
miary tumour, and the extent of
apread.

ssancer phobla 5. a disorder in
which minor symptoms are inter-
moted as signs of cancer and panic
aitucks may occur. It leads {o com-
pulnively performed rituals, espe-
+inlly repeated hand-washing.

nencrum oris (kank-rum or-lss)
# ulcoratlon of the llps and mouth.
Ay 1iso noma.

esndesartan (kan-dess-ar-tan) n.
we unglolensin 11 antagonist.

Sandida (kan-di-d3) n. a genus of

(kay-nyn) n. the third tooth
from the midline of each Jaw. There
are thus four canines, two In each
Jaw. It Is known colloquially as the
eye toth.

cannabis (kan-i-bis) a. a drug pre-
pared from the Indlan hemp plant
(Cannabis sativa), also known as
pot, marijuana. hashish, and bhang.
It produces euphoria and hallucina-
tions and has little therapeutic
value; Its nonmedical use Is illegal.
See also dependence.

cannula (kan-yoo-13) n. a hollow
tube designed for inseriion Into a
body cavity. The tube contains a
sharp pointed solld core (frocar),
which facilitates Its insertlon and is
wlthdrawn when the cannula is in
place.

cantharidin (kan-tha-rl-din) a. the
active princlple of cantharides (see



cantholyslis

Spanish fly). A toxic and irritant
chemical, cantharldin causes blis-
tering of the skin and was formerly
used in velerinary medicine as a
counterirritant and vesicant.

cantholysis (kan-thol-i-sis) n. a
surgical procedure to divide the at-
lachment of the canthus (corner of
the eye) [rom its underlying bone
and lendon. It Is performed as part
of some operations on the eyelld.

canthoplasty (kan-thoh-plasti) n.
a surgleal procedure to reconstruct
the canthus.

canthus (kan-thiis) n. elther cor-
ner of the eye; the angle at which
the upper and lower eyelids meet.
—canthal ad).

cap (kap) n. a covering or a cover-
like part.

CAPD 1. continuous ambulatory
peritoneal dialysls: a ‘method of
treating renal failure on an out-
patient basis.

CAPE n. see Clifton Assessment Pro-
cedures for the Elderly.

capecitabine (kap-)-sit-3-been) n.
a drug that is used in reatment of
cancers of the rectum, colon, or
breast that have spread {o other
sites. It is taken by mouth. Trade
name. Xeloda.

caplllary (kd-pil-er-i) n. an ex-
tremely narrow blood vessel. Capil-
laries form networks In most tis-
sues; they are supplied with blood
by arterloles and drained by
venules. The vessel wall Is only one
cell thick. which enables exchange
of oxygen, carbon dioxide, water,
salts, elc., between the blood and the
tissues.

capitate (kap-i-tayt) adj. head-
shaped; havingar ded extrem-
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wrlst (see carpus). It articulates with
the scaphoid and lunate bones be
hind. with the second, third, and
fourth metacarpal bones In froni,
and with the trapezoid and hamate
laterally.

capitellum (kap-i-tel-im) n. seeca
pllulum.

(ka-plt-yoo-1am) n. the
small rounded end of a bone thnt
artlculates with another bone
¢. humeri (or capiteliumy) the round
prominence at the elbow end of the
humerus that articulates with the
radlus.

capreomycin (kap-ri-oh-my-sin)#
an antibiotic drug, derived rom the
bacterium Streptomyces capreolus
that Is administered by Intramus
cular injection In the treatment of
tuberculosis. Trade name: Caps-
stat
capsule (kaps-yool) n. 1. a mem
brane, sheath, or other structure
that encloses a tissue or organ. jolni
¢. the Nbrous tissue, including the
synovial membrane, that surround
a freely movable Joint. 2. a solublk
case, usually made of gelatin, in
which certaln drugs are admins
tered. 3. the slimy substance thal
forms a protective layer around cor
tain bacterla.
clplllllﬂl (kaps-yoo-ly-tis) n. In
ion of a joint le. adw
sive c. see frozen shoulder.
capsulorrhexds (kaps-yoo-loh-rek
sis) n. a surgical procedure in whith
a continuous clrcular tear is mud
In the lens capsule of the eye. an
terior c. a tear made in the anterh
surface of the lens capsule during
cataracl surgery, which makes the
le much more i«

ily. ¢. bone the largest bone of the

slllenl {0 being torn during surget)
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sapsulotomy (kaps-yoc-lot-dmi) n.
an Incislon into the le of the

carbonic anhydrase inhlbitor

n. any one of a large group of com-
p ds, including the sugars and

irns, made after modern operations
for cataract in which the capsule is
not removed.

saptopril (kap-td-pril) n. a drug
usedd in the treatment of hear fall-
wre and hypertenslon; it acts by in-
hibiting the action of anglotensin
(we ACE inhibitor). Trade names:
Acepril, Capoten.

saput succedaneum (kap-ut
suk-si-day-niim) n. a temporary
swelling of the soft parts of the head
ol u newly born infant that occurs
dwring birth, due to compression by
the muscles of the cervix (neck) of
the uterus.

sarbachol (kar-bi-kol) n. a para-
sympathomimetic drug used oc-
rasjonally in the treatment of url-
nary retentlon and (as eye drops)
Wlalicoma.

ssrbamazepine (kar-bi-maz-¢-
peen) 0. an anticonvulsant drug
used In the treatment of epilepsy
and to relieve the pain of trigemi-
unl neuralgia. Trade name: Tegre-
ol

enrbaryl (kar-ba-ril) n. a drug ad-
winistered in the form of a lollon or
sliampoo to kill head and pubic llce.
lwde name: Carylderm.
sarbenoxolone (kar-bé-noks-d-
nhin) 11 a drug that reduces inflam-
mation, administered by mouth in
the treatment of gastric ulcers or ul-
+oin of the mouth. Trade names:
Siegastrone, Bloral.
sarbimazole (kar-bim-d-zohl)n. a
Jiug used to reduce the production
d thyrold hormone In cases of over-
«livity of the gland (thyrotoxico-
1) ‘Trade name: Neo-Mercazole.
ssrthohydrate (kar-boh-hy-drayt)

starch, that contain carbon, hydro-
gen, and oxygen and have the gen-
eral formula C,(H,0),. Carbohy-
drates are importiant as a source of
energy: they are manufactured by
plants and obtained by animals and
humans from the dict, being one of
the three main constituents of food.
See also disaccharide. monosaccha-
ride, polysaccharlde.

carbol fuchsin (kar-bol fuuk-sin)
n. ared stain for bacteria and fungi,
consisting of carbolle acid and
fuchsin dissolved in alcohol and
water.

carbolic acld (kar-bol-ik) n. see
phenol.

carbon dloxide (kar-bdn dy-ok-
syd) n. a colourless gas formed in
the Ussues during metabolism and
carried in the blood (o the lungs,
where It Is exhaled (an tncrease in
the concentration of this gas in the
blood stimulates respiration). Tt
forms a solid (dry ice) at ~75°C (alL
atmospherlc pressure) and in this
form is used as a refrigerant. For-
mula: CO,.

carbonic anhydrase (kar-bon-ik
an-hy-drayz) n. an enzyme (hat
catalyses the breakdown of carbonlc
acld into carbon dioxide and water
or the combination of carbon diox-
ide and water to form carbbnic acld.
It therefore facilitates the transport
of carbon dioxide from the tissues
1o the lungs.

carbonic anhydrase inhibitor
n. a drug that blocks the actlon of
carbonic anhydrase, which is pres-
ent in high concentralions in the
eye, kldneys, stomach lining, and
pancreas. Carbonic anhydrase In-



carbon monoxide

hibitors reduce the production of
aqueous humour in the eye and are
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aureus and may result In an exten-
sive slough of skin.
Ino-) prefix de

used malnly in treating gl
See ac ide, brinzolamide
dorzolamide.
carbon monoxide (mén-ok-syd)
n. a colourless almost odourless gas
that is very poisonous. When
breathed in It combines with
haemoglobin in the red blood cells
(see carboxyhaemoglobin). Carbon
monoxide is present In coal gas and
molor exhaust fumes. Formula: CO.
carbon tetrachloride (letra-
klor-ryd) n. a pungent volatile luid
used as a dry-cleaner. When Inhaled
or swallowed it may severely dam-
age the hearl, liver, and kidneys.
Trealment Is by admInlstration of
oxygen. Formula: CCL,.
carboplatin (kar-boh-plat-in) n. a
derivatlve of platinum that Is used
in the treatment of cerlain types of
cancer (e.g. ovarian cancer). It is
slmilar to cisplatin but causes less
nausea and vomiting. Trade name:
Paraplatin.
carboxyhaemoglobin (kar-boks-
i-heem-5-gloh-bin) n. a substance
formed when carbon monoxide com-
bines with the pigment haemoglo-
bin in the blood. Carboxyhaemoglo-
bin is incapable ol transporting
oxygen to the lissues and this is the
cause of death in carbon monoxide
poisoning.

car

cancer or carclnnma
carcinogen (kar-sin-d-jJin) n. any
that. when dtollv-
Ing tissue, may cause the produc:
tion of cancer. —carcinogenio
(kar sin-d-jen- 1k) adj.

(kar-si h-jend
sis) n. lhe evolution of an invasive
cancer cell from a normal cell. In:
termediale stages, known as carcl
noma in situ, may be recognizable

carcinold (kar-sin-old) n. see ar
gentaffinoma.

carcinoma (kar-sin-och-méa) n. can
cer that arises in eplthelium, the tis
sue that lines the skin and internal
organs of the body. It may occur in
any tissue contalning epithelial
cells. Organs may exhlblt more than
one type of carcinoma; for example
an anda
carclnoma may be found in the
cervix (but not usually concw
rently). —carcinomatous adj.

carcinoma In situ (CIS) n. th
earllest slage of cancer spread. in
which the tumour is confined (o ths
epithellum and surgical removal ol
the growth should lead to cure. dix
talc. i. s. (DCIS) the earliest stage ol
breast cancer, which s confined v
the lactiferous (milk) ducts. See ois
cervical (cancer), CIN (cervical in
(meplthelln.l neoplasia).

(kar- boks 8 heemb-gluh bi-nee-mid)
n. the presence of carboxyhaemo-
globin in the blood.

carbuncle (kar-bung-kil) n. a col-
lection of boils with multiple
drainage channels. The Infection is
usually caused by Staphylococcus

s (kar-sin-oh-mé
toh-sls) n. carcinoma that hm
spread widely throughout the txxly

(kar-sin-ol
koh-m4) a. a malignant tumour W
the cervix, uterus, or vagina con
taining a mixture of adenocai!
noma, sarcoma cells, and stromn




w

eardl- (cardlo-) prefix denoting the
heart.

esardla (kar-dld) n. 1. the opening at
the upper end of the stomach that
- with the h (gul
ln). 2. the heart.

sardiac (kar-di-ak)adj. 1. of, relat-
ing to, or affecting the heart. 2, of or
ielating to the upper part of the
sloinach (see cardia).

eardiac arrest n. the cessation of
offective pumping action of the
Iwart, which most commonly occurs
when the muscle fibres of the ven-
(iicles start to beat rapidly without
pumping any blood (ventricular Nb-
1illatlon) or when the heart stops
Iwating completely (asystole). There
i abrupt loss of consclousness, ab-
wnce of the pulse, and breathing
stops. Unless it Is treated promptly,”
hroverslble brain and

P ¥
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rodt's ligaments) (kar-din-il) pl.
n. fan-shaped sheets of fascia that
extend from the vagina and the
cervix of the uterus to the walls of
the pelvis.

cardlology (kar-di-ol-8ji) n. the scl-
ence concerned wilh the study of the
structure, function, and discases of
the hearl. nuclear c. the study and
diagnosis of heart disease by the
Intravenous injection of a radionu-
cllde, which emits gamma rays, en-
abling a gamma camera and com-
puter to form an Image of the heart.
—cardiologist n.

cardlomyopathy (kar-di-oh-my-
op-d-thl) n. any chronic disorder af-
fecting the muscle of the heart. It
may result in enlargement of the
heart, heart faflure, arrhythmlas,
and embollsm.

eath follow within minutes. Some
fonts may be r d by
nnsage of the heart, artificial res-
plration, and defibrillation.
rardinc-arvest team n. a desig-
naied team of doctors in a hospital
«ho altend cardiac arrests as they
weur and administer appropriate
Wenatment.
sardlac cycle n. the sequence of
ments between ‘one heartbeat and
e next, normally occupying less
than o second. See diastole, systole.
le n. the lized
muncle of which the walls of the
linai | are composed. It conslsts of a
witwork of branching elongated
»ellu (Nbres).
sasdiac reflex n. reflex contirol of
the heurt rate,
satdlac tamponade n. see tam-
ponade.

ug ts (Mac

(kar-di-oh-my-
oh- plasll) n. a surglcal technique to
replace or reinforce damaged car-
diac muscle with skeletal muscle.

cardiomyotomy (Heller's op-
eration) (kar-di-oh-my-ot-dmi) n.
surglcal splitting of the muscular
ring at the junction of the stomach
and oesophagus to relleve achala-
sla.

cardiopathy (kar-di-op-A-thi) n.
any diseasc of the heart. —esrdlo-
pathle (kar-di-oh-path-1k) adj.

cardloplegla (kar-di-oh-plee-Jid) n.
a technique in which the heart s
stopped by Injecting it with a solu-
tion of salts, by hypothermia, or by
an clectrical stimulus. This has en-
abled complex cardiac surgery and
lmnsplanls lobe performed salely.

(kar-

dl oh- pul -mon-er- I) n a me(hod by

which the circulation to the body is

maintained while the heart is dellb-
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erately stopped during heart
surgery. The functlon of the heart
and lungs is carried out by a pump-
oxygenalor (hear(-lung machine)
until the natural circulation is re-
slored.

cardiop y r
tion {CPR) n. an emergency pro-
cedure for life support. consisting of
artificial respiration and manual ex-

*ternal cardiac massage. [t is used in
cases of cardlac arrest or apparent
sudden death resulting from electric
shock, drowning, respiratory arrest,
or other causes, to establish effec-
tive clrculation and ventllation in
order to prevenl irreversible brain
damage.

cardlospasm (kar-di-oh-spazm) n.
see achalasia.

cardiotocograph (kar-di-oh-tok-
oh-graf) n. the instrument used in
cardiotocography to produce a car-
diotocogram, the graphic printout of
the measurements obtained.

cardiotocography (kar-dl-oh-t6-
kog-rifi) n. the electrenic monitor-
ing of the fetal heart rale and
rhythm, either by an external
microphone or transducer or by ap-
plying an electrode to the fetal scalp,
recording the fetnl ECG and hence
the hearl rate. The procedure also
includes a measurement of the
strength and freq of uterine

monia and pleurlsy may fovm -
of the syndrome.

cardiovascular system (airss
latory system) (kar-dioh
kew-ler) n. the hearl together w-
two networks of blood vesseds 1
systemic circulation and the .
monary circulation. The cardion
cular system elfects the circulas
of blood around the body, whi+
brings abou( transport of nut) s
and oxygen to the tissues and tly-
moval of wasle producls.

cardloversion (countershoed|
(har-di-oh-ver-shén) n. a methot .«
resloring the normal rhythm of 1.
heart in patients with incrense
heart rate caused by arrhythmis »
controlled direct-current shock i
glven through electrodes placed
the chest wall of the anaesthetis
patient. The apparatus is called o
cardiovertor.

care asslstant (kair) /1. a peiss.
who assists with the general carn
a patient, usually assisting a nure
or social worker with care of llu
vuinerable elderly In the commu
nlty.

Caregiver Strain Index (C8)|
(kair-giv-er) n. an assessment tirl
used by nurses (predominantly
mental health nurses) to assem
stress in careglvers.

care plan n. see planning.

contractions by means of an exter-
nal transducer or an intrauterine
catheter.

(kalr-ecz) n. decay and crum
bling of the substance of a bone. den
tal c. tooth decay, caused by the me
tabolism of the bacteria in plaque

y synd (post-
cardiotomy syndrome) (kar-dl-
ot-dmi) n. a condltion that may de-
velop alter surgery to the heart and
the pericardium and is character-
ized by fever and pericarditis. Pneu-

hed to the surface of the tooth
Acld formed by bacterlal break
down of sugar in the dlet gradually
elches and decomposes the enamel
of the tooth; if left unrepaired. it
spreads in and progressively de:



«y4 the tooth completely. —cart-
b tdj.
stina (kd-ree-nd) n. a keelike
sucture, such as the keel-shaped
wtilage at the bifurcation of the
-« hica into the two maln bronchi.
srlogenic (kair-i-oh-jen-ik) adj.
wing caries, particularly dental
ales.
sminative (kar-min-a-tiv) n. a
ituy that relleves flatulence. used
utreat gastric discomfort and colic.
wmustine (kar-mus-teen) n. an
skylating agent administered by in-
milon in the treaiment of certain
rancers, including myeloma, lym-
phomas, and brain tumours. Trade
mime: BICNU.
sdmeous mole (karniis) n. a
fleshy mass in the uterus consisting
of pleces of placenta and products
of conception that have not been ex-
lled aller abortlion.

s disease (ka-rd-leez)n. an
inherited condition in which the
bile ducts, which drain the liver, are
widened, causing an increased risk
of infection or cancer in the gall
hadder. Compare Caroli's syn-
drome. [.J. Caroli (201h century).
¥rench physiclan]

Oaroli's syndrome 1. an inher-
ited condition in which the bile
ducts, which drain the liver, are
widened and there arc fibrous
changes in the llver and cysts
within the kidneys. Campa‘re Car-
oll’s discase. [J. Caroli]

ia (ka-ro-ti-n
. see xanthaemia.
eprotene (ka-ré-teen) n. a vellow,
orange, red, or brown plant pig-
ment; one of the carotenoids. The
post important form, -carotene, is

mii)

carotld sinus

an antioxidant and can be converied
in the body to retinol (vitamin A).

carotenold (ka-rot-in-oid) a. any
one of a group of about 100 naturally
occurring yellow Lo red pigments
found mostly in plants.

carotld artery (ki-rot-id) a. cither
of the two main arteries in lhe neck
whose branches supply the head
and neck.

Internal

external carotid
carotid
cammon
carotid
inneminate

artery

The origin and main branches of
the carolid arteries

carotid-artery stenosis (ca-
rotld stenosls) n. narrowing ol
the carotid artery, which reduces
the supply of blood to the brain and
is a cause of strokes. Many cases can
be treated by surgical excision or
bypass of the narrowed segment (see
also endarterectomy).

carotid body n. a small mass of tis-
sue in the carotid sinus containing
cheinoreceptors that monitor levels
of oxygen, carbon diox!de. and hy-
drogen ions in the blood.

carotid slnus ». a pocket in the
wall of the carotid artery. at ils di-
vision in the neck, containing re-



carp-

ceptors that monltor blood pressure
(baroreceptors).

carp- (carpo-) prefix denoting \he
wrist (carpus).

carpal (kar-pal) 1. adj. relating to
the wrist. 2. n. any of the bones
Torming the carpus.

carpal tunnel syndrome n. tin-
gling, numbness, and pain affecting
all the hand except the little finger
and half of the ring finger; there
may be weakness of the thumb due
to wasting of the thenar emlnence. It
is caused by pressure on the median
nerve as il passes through the wrist,
which may result from any contin-
uous repetltive mo of the
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blocker used as eye drops in the
{reatment of glaucoma. Trade name
Teoptic.

cartilage (kar-til-ij) n. a dense con
nectlve tissue, consisting chiefly of
chondroltin sulphate, that is ca
pable of withstanding considerable
pressure. [n the [etus and infant car
tlage occurs in many parts of the
body, bul most of this cartilage dis
appears during development. Carti
lage Is the precursor of bone follow
ing a fracture (see callus). elastic ¢
cartilage occurring in the external
ear. fibrocartilage cartllage occur
ring in the interveriebral discs and

hand, such as keyboarding.

carphology (floccillation) (kar-
fol-3)1) n. plucking at the bedclothes
by a delirlous patient. This is olten
a sign of extreme exhaustion and
may be the pretude to death.

carpopedal spasm (kar-poh-pee-
d’l) n. see spasm.

carpus (kar-pls) n. the eight bones
of the wrist (see lllustration). The
carpus artlculates with the meta-
carpals distally and with the ulna
and radlus proximally.

carrier (ka-rier) . 1. a person who
harbours the microorganisms caus-
ing a particular disease without ex-
perienclng signs or symptoms of In-
fection and who can transmit the
dlsease to others, 2. (in genetics)a
person'who bears a gene for an ab-
normal trait without showing signs
of the disorder. 3, an animal, usu-
ally an insect, that passively trans-
mits infectious organisms from one
animal to another or from an ani-
mal to a human being. See aiso vec-
tor.

carteolol (kar-tee-5-lol) n. a beta

line c. cartilage found
In the costal cartilages, larynx, trn
chea, bronchi, nose, and covering
the surface of the bones al joints,
caruncle (ka-ring-kil) n. a small
red Neshy swelling. hymenal c. »
caruncle occurring around the mu
cous membrane linlng the vaginal

lunate capilate
scaphold
trapezoid

trapezium

carpus
2
c
2
s

Bones of the lefl wrist and hand
(from lthe [ront)






cata-

raphy, now referred to as CT (see
computerized tomography).
cata- prefix denoting downward or
againsl.
catabolism (ki-tab-3l-izm) n. the
hemical di ition of !

sult from metabolic discin ta '
diabetes) or from Injury or enjse
of the eye to harmful radintimy
cataract extraction /. iy
removal of a cataract frons th .

substances by the body to form sim-
pler ones, accompanied by the re-
lease of energy. See also metabolism.
—catabollc (kat-i-bol-ik) adjj.
catagen (kat-d-jén) nn. see anagen.
catalase (kat-3-layz) n. an enzyme,
present in many cells (including red
blood cells and liver cells), thal
calalyses the breakdown of hydro-
gen peroxide.
catalepsy (kat-i-lep-si) n. the ab-
normal matintenance of poslures or
physical attitudes, occurring in
calatonia.
catalyst (kat-a-list) n. a substance
that allers the rate of a chemical re-
action bult {s itself unchanged at the
end of the reaction. The catalysts of
biochemical reactions are the en-
Zymes.
cataphoresls (kal-d-[6-ree-sis) n.
the introduction into the tissues of
positively charged ionized sub-
slances (cations) by the use of a dj-
rect eleciric current. See ionto-
phoresis.
cataplexy (kat-d-pleks-i) n. a sud-
den onsel of muscle weakness that
may be precipitaied by exclitement
or emotion. There may be total loss
of muscle {one, resulting in collapse,
or simply jaw dropping or head nod-
ding. It occurs in 60-90% of patienls
wilh narcolepsy.
cataract (kat-é-rakt) n. any opacity
in the lens of the eye, resulting in
blurred vision. Cataracts most com-
monly occur in the elderly (senile
c.), but some are congenital or re-

extr lar c. e. removal of «
calaraci alone, leaving the lem .
sule behind to support the 1om.
ing lens tissue. intracapsutar « »
moval of the whole lens. inelwh-
the capsule that surrounds it
catarrh (ki-tar) a. the excessiss
cretion of thick phlegm or mur i
the mucous membrane of the i
nasal sinuses, nasopharynx, ot «
passages.
catatonia (kat-d-toh-nid) n. n stan
in which a person becomes mute
sluporous or adopts bizarre gen
tures (see also flexibilitas cotva
Catatonia was once a noted fuutui
of schizaphrenia but is now hudl,
ever seen in developed countries b
remains common in developing
counlrics. —catatonlc adj.
CATCH-22 ». Cardiac abnormat
ties, Abnormal facies. T-cell dol
clency (from absent thymus), (1uh
palate, Hypocalcaemia, chrowm
some 22 (In which the defect lirs)
another name for di George syn
drome.
catchment area (kach-mént)n
the geographic area from which a
hospital can expect to receive pa
tients and on which in Britain the
designated populatlon of the hospi
tal is based.
catecholamines (kat-&-kol4
meenz) pl. n, a group of physiologi
cally important substances, includ
ing adrenaline, noradrenaline, and
dopamine, with different roles
(mainly as neurotransmitters) in




.+ lunctioning of the sympathetic
wiventral nervous systems.
sigut (kat-gut) 1. a natural fibrous
wterial prepared from the tissues
¢ anhinals, usually from sheep in-
~tines, formerly widely used to
+w up wounds and tie ofT blood ves-
wls during surgery. The catgut
awlually dissolves and is absorbed
-y the tissues, so that the stitches
Wt have to be removed aler.
«stharsis (ki-thar-sis) n. purging
4 cleansing out of the bowels by
siving the patient a laxative (cathar-
) to slimulate intestinal activity.
slhartic (ki.thartik) n. see laxa-
five.
votheter (kath-it-er) n. a fexible
wbe for insertion into a narrow
wpening so that fluids inay be intro-
#uced or removed. suprapubic c. a
ratheler passed through the abdom:
inal wal! above the pubis into the
sladder. usually when this is very
wnlarged lo relieve urinary reten-
tlon. urinary c. a catheter passed
Inte the bladder through the
wrethra 1o allow drainage of urine
In certain disorders and to empty
the bladder before abdominal oper-
atlons.
atheterization (kath-it-er-l-zay-
shon) n. the introduction of a
atheter Into a hollow organ. ca:-
diac c. the introduction of special
eatheters into the chambers of the
heart, usually via the arteries and
velns of the arms or legs. It allows
the measurement of pressures in the
chambers and pressure gradients
across the valves and the intreduc-
tlon of contrast medium (see angio-
cardiography). urethral ¢. the intro-
duction of a catheler into the
bladder in order to relieve obstruc-

caudai

tion to the outflow of urine (see also
intermittent self-catheterization).
vascular c. the Introduction, via
catheters, into the arteries or veins
of contrast medium for radiogra-
phy, drugs to constrict or expand
vessels or to dissolve a thrombus,
metal coils or other solid materials
lo block bleeding vessels or to
thrombose aneurysms (see em-
bolization), or devices for monitor-
ing pressures within imporiant ves:
sels.

catlon (kat-1-6n) n. a positively
charged ion, which moves towards
the cathode (negative electrode)
when an electric current is passed
through the solutlon contalning it.
Compare anlon.

CATS8 . Credit Accumulation
Transfer Scheme: a system in edu-
callonal establlshinents in which
credil ratings are awarded at vari-
ous levels of achievement (certifi:
cate, diploma., and [irst-degree
level). See afso APEL.

cat-scratch fever (kat-skrach) n.
an infectious disease, possibly viral
in origin, transmitted to humans fol-
lowing injury (o the skin by a cal
scratch, splinter, or thorn. The in-
jury becomes inflamed and mild
fever and swelling of the lymph
nodes (usually those closest {o the
wound) develop aboul a week after
infectlon.

cauda (kaw-di) n. a tail-like struc-
lure. ¢. equina a bundie of nerve
roots from the lJumbar, sacral. and
caccygeal spinal nerves that de-

nd from the spinal cord to their
respective openings in the veriebral
coluinn.

caudal (kaw-d'l) adj. relating to the
lower part or tail end of the body.



caul

caul (kawl) 2. 1. (In obstetrics) the
amnion, a piece of which may cover
an Infant's head at birth. 2. (In
anatomy) see omentum.

causal agent (kaw-zil) n. a faclor
assoclated with the delinitive onset
of an [liness (or other response, in-

luding an accldent). of

causal agents are bacteria, trauma,
and noxious agents.

causalgia (kaw-zal-jid) n. an In-
{ensely unpleasant burning pain felt
in a limb where there has been par-
tial damage to the sympathelic and
somatic sensory nerves.

caustlc (kawstlik) n. an agent, such
ag silver nitrate, that destroys {ls-
sue. Caustic agents may be used to
remove dead skin, warts, etc.

cauterize (kaw-té-ryz) vb. to de-
stroy tissues by direct application
of a heated Instrument (known as a
cautery). used for the removal of
small warts or other growths and
also 10 stop bleeding from small ves-
sels. —eautery n.

cavernosography (kav-er-noh-
sog-rall) n. a radlological examina-
tion of the erectile tissue of the penis
that entails the infusion of radlo-
paque contrast material into the
corpora cavernosa via a small bul-
terfly needle. Radiographs taken
during the infusion glve informa-
tion regarding the veins dralning
the penis.

cavermnosometry (kav-er-noh-
som-itri) n. the measurement of
pressure within the corpora caver-
nosa of the penis during infusion.
The flow rate required to produce
an erectlon is recorded and also the
Mlow necessary to maintaln the in-
duced erection. The examlination is

10n

important in the investigation of
failure of erection and impotence

cavermous breath sounds (am:
phoric breath sounds) (kav
nis) pl. n. hollow breath sounds
heard over cavlties in the lung.

cavernous sinus n. one of the
paired cavitles within the sphenoid
bone, al the base of the skull behind
the eye sockets, into which blonl
drains {rom the brain, eye, nose
and upper cheek before leaving the
skull through connectlons with the
internal jugular and facial veins.

cavity (kav-itl) a. 1. (in anatomy)a
hollow enclased area; for example.
the abdominal cavity or the buccal
cavity (mouth). 2. (in dentistry) the
hole In a tooth caused by caries m
abrasion or formed by a dentist {n
retain a filing.

CBF n. cerebral blood flow.

€ cells pl. n. parafollicular cells o
the thyroid gland, which produce
calcltonin.

CCF n. congestive cardlac failure
See heart fallure.

CCU n. see coronary care (unit).

€D n. controlled drug. See Misuse of
Drugs Act 1971.

€D4 n. a surface antigen on helpet
T-cells that is particularly impor
fant for immune resisiance
viruses. It Is also a receptor for H1V,
progressive reductlon of CD4-bear
ing T-cells reflects the progression
of AIDS.

CDH n. see congenital dislocation of
the hip.

CDS n. see Calgary Depression Scile

cefaclor (sef-d-klor) n. a cephalu
sporin antibiotic that Is adminis
tered by mouth for the treatment of
otitis media, upper and lower respl
ratory-tract infections, urinary






cellulitis

mosomes (karyokinesis) and then of
the cytoplasm (cytokinests). Cell d}-
vision to produce more body (so-
matic) cells is by mitasts; cell divl-
sion during the formation of
gameles is by melosls.

cellulitis (scl-yoo-ly-is) . an In-
fection of the deep dermis of the
skin by jj-haemolytic streplococei.
It is mdst common on the lower legs
and there may be fated lym-
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desires that are inappropriate or
feared.

-centesls syffIx denoting puncture
or perforation.

centl- prefix denoting one hun-
dredth or a hundred.

centigrade temperature (sent-|-
grayd) n. see Celsius temperature.

centile chart (sen-tyl) n. a graph
with lines showing average meas:
ur of helght, weight, and

h itis and lymphadenitls. It Is
otherwise similar to erysipelas, but
the margins are less clearly delined
because the infection s deeper.

cellulose (sel-yoo-lohz) n. a carbo-
hydrate consisting of linked glucose
units. It is an important constituent
of plant cell walls. Cellulose cannot
be digested by humans and Is a com-
ponent of dietary fibre (roughage).
Celslus tamperature (centl-
grade temperature) (sel-si-is)
n. temperature expressed on a scale
in which the melting peint of ice Is
assigned a temperature of ¢° and the
bolling point of water a temperature
of 100°. The formula for converting
from Celslus (C) to Fahrenheil (F)
is: F = 9/5C + 32. See also Fahren-
helt temperature. [A. Celsius (1701-
44), Swedish astronomer]
cement (si-ment) n. 1, any of a
group of materlals used In dentisiry
elther as fillings or as lutes for
crowns. 2, see cementum.
cementum (cement) (si-men-
tim) 2. a thin layer of hard tissue on
the surface of the root of a tooth. It
anchors the fibres of the periodontal
membrane to the (ooth.
« ) n. (In psychology)
the mechanism, postulaied by
Freud, that suppresses or modlfies

head circumference compared with
age and sex, against which a child’s
physical development can be as-
sessed. The lines of growth on the
graph are called centiles, and the
number of a centlle predicts the per-
centage of children who are below
(hat measurement at a given age; for
example, the 10th centlle means that
10% of the age- and sex-maiched
population will be smaller and 90°
will be bigger. Children whose
growth lles outside the 97th or 3nd
centiles may need to be investl
galed.

central audlitory processing
disorder (sen-tril) n. see obscurr
auditory dysfunction.

tral nervous sy {CN$)

A. the brain and the spinal cord, a
opposed to the peripheral nervow
system. The CNS is responsible for
the Integration of all nervous aclly
Itles.

central venous catheter n an
Intravenous catheter for insertion
dlrectly into a large vein, most com
monly the subclavian under the
claviele or the jugular In the neck
or Indirectly via a peripheral vein
(e.g. the femoral vein In the groin)
It enables intravenous drugs and
fluids o be given and intravenow
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Ppressures to be measured during op-
erations or in Intensive care.

cephalosporin

cephal- (cephalo-) prefix denot-
ing the head.

P
n. blood pressure in the right
etrlum, recorded by means of a
catheler inserted into the vena cava
and attached 1o a manometer. It is
monitored particularly afler hearl
surgery.

eentri- preflx denoting centre.

oentrifugal (sen-tri-few-gil) ad).
moving away from a centre, as from
the brain to the peripheral tissues.

gentrifuge (sen-tri-fewj) 7. adevice
for separating components of differ-
ent denslties in a llquld, using cen-
trifugal force. The liquid is placed
in special containers that are spun
at high speed around a central axis.

oentriole (sen-tri-ohl) n. a small
particle found tn the cytoplasm of
cells, near the nucleus. Centrioles
are involved in the formation of the
spindle and aster during cell divi-
slon.

sentripatal (sen-trip-it']) adj. mov-
{ng towards a centre, as from the pe-
ripheral tissues to the brain.

ere (kinetochore) (sen-
tré-meer) n. the part of a chromo-
some that joins the two chromatids
toeach other and becomes attached
10 the spindle during mitosis and
losls. When chr divi-
slon takes place the centromeres
split longitudinally.

tentrosome (centrogphere)
(sen-iré-sohm) n. an area of clear cy-
toplasm. found next to the nucleus
In nondividing cells, that contains
the centrloles.
sontrosphere (sen-tro-sfeer)n. 1.
an area of clear cytoplasm seen in
dividing cells around the poles of
the spindle. 2. see cenirosome.

(sef-d-1al-jid) n. pain
In the head: headache.

cephalhaematoma (scf-il-heem-
a-1oh-md) n. a swelling on the head
caugsed by a collection of bloody
fluld between one or more of the
skull bones and its covering mem-
brane (periosteum). [t Is most com-
monly seen in newborn Infants de-
livered with the ald of forceps or
subjected to pressures during pas-
sage through the birth canal. No
treatment is necessary and the
swelling disappears in a few
months. If it Is extensive, the blood
in the fluid may break down, re-
leasing bilirubin (nto the blood-
stream and causing jaundice.

cephalic (si-fal-ik) adj. of or relal-
Ing to the head.

cephalic Index 1. a measure of the
shape of a skull, commonly used in
cranlometry.

cephallc version n. a procedure
for turning a fetus that Is lying ina
breech or (ransverse position so
that its head will enter the birth
canal first.

cephalocele (si-fal-6-seel) n. pro-
trusion of the contents of the skull
through a defect in the bones of the
skull. See neural tube defects.

cephalogram (sef-i-loh-gram)n. a
special standardized X-ray plcture
that can be used to measure alter-
atlons in the growth of skull bones.

cephalometry (scf-d-lom-itri) n.
the study of facial growth by ex-
amination ol standardized lateral
radiographs of the head. It is used
mainly for dingnosis in orthodon-
tlcs.

cephalosporin (sef-a-loh-spo-rin)



n. any one of a group of semisyn-
thetic antibiotics, derived from the
mould Cephalosporium, which are
elfeclive against a wide range of
microorganisms and are therefore
used o (reat a variely of infections
(see cefaclor, cefadroxil, cefalexin,
cefazolin). Cross-sensltivity with
penicillin may occur and the prin-
cipal side-effects are allergic reac-
tions and irritation of the digestive
tract.

cerclage (ser-klahzh) n. see cervi-
cal (cerclage).

cerebeliar syndrome (Nonne's
syndrome) (se-ri-bel-er) n. see
(cerebellar) ataxla.

cerebellum (se-ri-bel-im) a. the
largest part of the hindbrain,
bulglng back behind the pons and
the medulla oblongata and over-
hung by the occlpital lobes of the
cerebrum. The cerebellum Ls essen-
tial for the maintenance of muscle
tone, balance, and the synchroniza-
tion of activity in groups of muscles
under voluntary control, converting
muscular contractlons into smooth
coordinated movemenl. —cerebel-
lar adj.

cerebr- (cerebri-, cerebro-) pre-
Jix denating the cerebrum or brain.

cerebral abscess (seri-bril) n.
see abscess.

cerebral aqueduct n. see aque-
duct.

cerebral cortex n. the Intricately
folded outer layer of the cerebrum,
making up some 40% of the brain
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cerebral haemorvhage n. blecd
ing from a cerebral blood vessel into
the tissue of the brain. It is com
monly caused by degenerative din
ease of the artertes and high blood
pressure but may result from bleed
Ing from congenital abnormalitics
of blood vessels. The sympioms vary
from a transient weakness or numb
ness Lo profound coma and dealth
See also atheroma, hypertension.
stroke.

cerebral hemisphere 1. one of
the two palred halves of the cer
ebrum.

cerebral palsy n. a disorder of
movement and/or posture as a re
sull of nonprogressive but perma
nent damage to Lhe developing
brain, which may occur before, dur
ing, or immediately after delivery
Causes Include an Inadequate sup
ply of oxygen to the brain, low leveh
of glucose in the blood, and infee
tion. Cerebral palsy is often assacl
ated with other problems, such as
learning difficulties, hearing diM
culties, poor speech, and epilepsy
There are three main types: spastic,
In which the limbs are dificult 1
control; ataxic hypotonic, in which
the maln problem is poor balance
and uncoordinated movements; anl
dyskinetic, In which there is invo)
untary movement of Lhe limbs.

cerebration (seri-bray-shén) . 1,
the functioning of (he brain as s
whole. 2. the unconscious activities
of the brain.

by welght. It Is directly responsibl
for consclousness, with essential
roles in perception, memory,
thoughl, mental ablllty, and intel-
lect, and It is responsible for initlat-
ing voluntary activily.

pinal fever (spotted
fever) (se-ri-broh-spy-nél) n. afor
mer name for meningococcal mon
Ingitls.

cerebrospinal fluld (CSF) n. the
clear watery fluld that surrouni






cervicitis

dilatation of the cervix of the uterus
during the second (rimester of preg-
nancy. The membranes bulge and
subsequently rupture, and the felus
is expelled prematurely. c. intraepi-
thelial neoplasia see CIN. c. smear a
specimen of cellular material,
scraped from the cervix of the
uterus, that is stained and examined
under a microscope In order to de-
tect cell changes indicating the pres-
ence of cancer.

cervicltis (ser-vi-sy-lis) n. inflam-
matlon of the cervix of the uterus.

cervix (ser-viks) n. a neckllke part.
c. uteri the neck of the uterus, which
projects into the vagina and con-
talns the cervical canal.

cestode (ses-tohd) n. see tapeworm.

cetirizine (s&l-ri-zeen) n. a non-
sedating antihistamine used to treat
such allergic condliions as hay fever
and urlicaria. It Is adminlstered hy
mouth. Trade name: Zirtek.

eetrlmldo (set-rimyd) n. a deter
gentd forcl
skin surfaces and wounds, steriliz-

1

current sore throat, slight fever,
palnful tymph nodes in the neck and
armplts, depression, cognitive im
pairment (especially an Inability to
concentrate), and general malaise
The cause is unknown, but some
viral conditlons (especially glandu
lar fever) are known to trigger the
dlsease.

CFTR gene n. the gene, lying on
chromosome no. 7. that encodes a
protein, cystic lbrosls transmem
brane regulator (CFTR). enabllng
the transport of chloride ions acros
cell membranes. Patlents with cy»
tic fibrosis lack CFTR due to a mu
tatlon |n lhis gene.

1 1

cysi)
(ki-lay- 213n) . a swollen sebaceous
gland In the eyelld, caused by
chronic inflammation followiny
blockage of the gland’s duct.

chalcoslis (kal-koh-sis) n. the de
pusition of copper in the tissues ¢
the eye, usually resuliing from the
presence of a copper forelgn by
wlthin the eye.

ing surglcal Instr and ba-
bles’ napkins, and in shampoos.

CF n. see cystic Nbrosls.

CFS/ME n. the approved name for
the conditlon formerly known as
chromc fangue syndrome. myalgic

yelitis (or enc

thy), ormswtmlj‘anguesyndmme It

is characterized by extreme dls-

abling fatigue that has lasted for at
least six months, is made worse by
physical or mental exertion, does
nol resolve with bed rest, and can-
not be altrlbuted to other disorders.

The fatigue is accompanled by al

least some of the following: muscle

pain or weakness (see ibromyalgia),
poor coordination, joinl pain, re-

(shang-ker) a. a painl
ulcer that develops at the site when
infection enters the body. e.g. ontlw
lips, penis, urethra, or eyelid. It h
the primary symptom of such infe
tlons as sleeping sickness am
syphilis.

chancrold (shank-roid) n. see mh
sore.

charcoal (char-kohl) 7. a fine binb
powder, a form of carbon that is (l»
residue from the partial burning
wood and other organlc materials
activated ¢. charcoal that has Iwe
treated to Increase its propertios si
an adsorbent, used as an emerguin
antldote lo various poisons.

Charcot-Bouchard aneurysm



1"

(shar-koh boo-shard) n. see aneu-
rysm. [J. M. Charcol (1825-93),
French neurologist; C. J. Bouchard
(1837-1915), French physiclan]

Charcot-Marie-Tooth disease
peroneal muscular atrophy,

ereditary sensorimotor neu-
ropathy) (mi-ree tooth) n. a group
of inherited diseases of the periph-
rral nerves, now more commonly
known as hereditary sensorimotor
weuropathy, causing a gradually
progressive weakness and wasting
of the muscles of:the legs and -the
lower pari of the thighs. The hands

mud arms are eventually affected. [J.
M Charcot; P. Marle (1853-1940),
French physician; H. H. Tooth
11156,-1925), British physician]

Oharcot’s Jolnt n. a damaged.
wollen, and deformed joint result-
ing from repeated minor injuries of
which the patient is unaware be-
vnune the nerves that normally reg-
isler pain age not functioning. The
voidlition may occur in syphilis.
disbetes mellltus, and syringo-
myella. [J. M. Charcot]

Oharcot’s triad . the combina-
Hon of fever, rigors, and jaundice
that Indicates acute cholangitis.
11 M. Charcot)
thamley clamps (charn-ll) pi. n.
an upparatus used to encourage
arihrodesis between the ends of two
famien on either side of a joint. Par-
il pins driven through the bone
+iln nre connecled on each side of
thw Joint by bolts bearing wing nuts;
ughtening of the screw arrange-
ments forces the surfaces of the
tanes together. {Sir J. Charnley
«191 H2), British orthopaedic sur-
wani|

chelating agent

CHC 7. see Community Health Coun-
cll.

CHD 7. coronary hearl disease (see
ischaemic heart discase).

Chedlak-Higashl esyndrome
(ched-i-ak hl-gash-i) n. a rare fatal
hereditary disease in children, in-
herited as an aulosomal recessive
condition, causing enlargement of
the llver and spleen, albinism, and
abnormalilies of the eye. The cause
is unknown but (hought to be due
to a disorder of glycolipid metabo-
llsm. [A. Chedlak (20th century),
Cuban physician; 0. Higashl (20th
century), Japanese pacdiatriclan)

chell- (chello-) prefix denoting the
lip(s).

chellits (ky-ly-tis) n. inllammatlon
of the lips. angular c. chellitis that
affects the angles of the lips and may
be caused by a staphylococcal or
candldal Infectlon.

chelloplasty (ky-loh-plasti) n. see
labloplasty.

chelloschlisis (ky-losk-i-sis) n. see
clelt lip.

chellosis (ky-loh-sis) n. swollen
cracked bright-red lips. This is a
common symptom of many nutri-
tional disorders, including aribo-
favinosis (vitamin B; deficiency).

chelr- {chelro-) prefix denoting ithe
hand(s).

cheiroarthropathy (ky-roh-arth-
rop-athi) n. the resiricted hand
movement seen in long-standing
dlabetes, due to chronle thickening
of the skin limiting joint Aexibility.
See dlabetic hand syndrome.

chelropompholyx (ky-roh-pom-
f&-liks) 1. a type of eczema affecting
the palms and fingers. See pom-
pholyx.

chelating agent (kee-layl-ing) n.



chem-

a chemlical compound that forms
complexes by binding metal lons.
Some chelating agents, including
desferrioxamine and penicillamine,
are drugs used to treat metal poi-
soning: the metal Is bound to the
drug a.nd excreted ss]'ely

) prefix d
chemlca.l or chemlery

[C

h-rl-sep-
ter)n.acell or group of cells that re-
sponds to the presence of specific
chemical compounds by initiating
an impulse In a sensory nerve.
Chemoreceptors are found in the
taste buds and in the mucous mem-
branes of the nose. See also receplor.

chemosis (ki-moh-sis) n. swelling
(oedema) of the conjunctiva.

chemotaxis (kee-moh-taks-lss) n.
movement of a cell or organism In
response to the stimulus of a gradl-
ent of chemical concentratlon.

chemotherapy (kee-moh-th'e-ra-
pi) n. the prevention or treatment of
disease by the use of chemlcal sub-
stances. The term is Increasingly re-
stricted to the treatment of cancer
with antimetabolites and simlar
drugs (In contrast to radiotherapy).
See also cylotoxic drug.

cherry angloma (cheri) n. seean-
gloma.

chest (chest) n. see thorax.

Cheyne-Stokes respiration
(chayn-stohks) n. a striking form of
breathing In which there is a cycli-
cal variation in the rate, which be-
comes slower unill breathlng stops
for several seconds before speeding
up to a peak and then slowing again.
It oceurs partlcularly In states of
coma. [J. Cheyne (1777-1836), Scol-
tish physician; W. Stokes (1804-78),
Irish physlcian]

1

CHEF n. see (congestive) heart failure. |

CHI n. see Commission for Health '
Improvement.

chiasma (ky-az-mi) n. (pi. chias.
mata) see optlc (chiasma).

chickenpox (chik-in-poks) 5. a
highly infectious disease caused by
the varicella-zoster virus (a her
pesvirus), which Is transmitied by
alrborne droplets. Symptoms are
mild fever followed by an itchy rash
of red plmples that spread from the
trunk to the face, scalp, and limls
These develop Into vesicles and then
scabs, which drop off alter about 12
days. The patlent is infectious from
the onset of symploms until all the
spals have gone. Medical name
varicella.

Chlef Nursing Officer (cheeh n
the government's chlef nursing ad
viser, who Is responsible for pro
viding an expert professional con
tribution and advice on nursing
midwlifery, and health visiting ma
ters to ministers and senlor offi
clals. There are separate officers f
England, Scotland, Wales, am
Northern Ireland.

chliblains (perniosis) (chil
blaynz) pl. n. dusky red itchy
swellings thal develop on the m
tremities In cold weather. They usu
ally settle in two weeks but treat
ment with nifediplne is helpful in
severe cases.

child abuse (chyld) n. the msl
treatment of children. It may take
the form of sexual abuse, when s
child Is involved Ln sexual aclivin
by an adul(; physical abuse, when
physical injury is caused by cruein
or undue punlshment (see nona |
dental injury); neglect, when bul-
physical provision for needs is laih



113

ing; and emotional abuse, when lack
of affection and/or hostility from
careglvers damage a child's emo-
{ional development.

ohildbirth (chyld-berth) n. see
labour.

shild health clinic x. (In Britain)
a apecial clinic for the routine care
of infants and preschool children.
The service provides screening lals
for such conditions as

chiorbutanol

mitted infections (see urethritis).
—chlamydial ad).

chloasma (melasma) (kloh-az-
ma) n. ill-defined symmetrical
brown patches on the cheeks or else-
where on the face. Chloasma Is a
photosensitivity reaction in women
on comblned oral contraceptive
pills or who are pregnant; very
rarely it occurs in men.

dislocation of hips, suppressed
wjuint, and impaired speech and/or
hearing, education for mothers (es-
weclally those having their first
vhild) in feeding techniques and hy-
tione, and Immunizatlons against
Infectlous dlseases.

#hir- (chiro-) prefix denoting the
hand(s). See also cheir-.

shiropody (podiatry) (ki-rop-5di)
a the study and care of the foot, in-
1luding its normal structure, its dis-
suses, and their treatment. —chi-
repodist n.

shiropractie (ky-ré-prak-tik) n. a
svatem of treailng diseases by ma-
nipulation, mainly of the vertebrae
of the backbone. It Is based on the
theory that nearly all disorders can

chlor- {(chl ) prefix denotl
chlorlne or chlorides. 2. green.

chloracne (klor-ak-nl) n. an occu-
pational acne-like skin disorder that
occurs after regular contact wlth
chlorinated hydrocarbons.

chloral hydrate (klor-il hy-drayt)
n. a sedative and hypnotic drug ad-
ministered by mouth as a syrup,
mainly In children and the elderly;
its derlvative chloral betaine is for-
mulated as tablets. Trade name:
Welldorm.

chlorambucil (klor-am-bew-sil)
n. an alkylating agent used in
chemotherapy, mainly in the treat-
ment of chronic leukaemias. It is
given by mouth; prolonged large
doses may cause damage lo the bone
TAITOW. Trade name: Leukeran.

1.

Iw traced to the incorrect ali

«f bones, with consequent malfunc-
llonlng of nerves and muscle
thr h the body. hirop

chlor Icol (ilor fi
kol)n. an antlblonc that Is effective
against a wide variety of microor-

Vor (ky-ro-prak-ter) n.

Ohamydia (kld-mld-li) n. a genus
ol Gram-negative bacteria that are
wbllgate intracellular parasites of
humans and other animals, In
which they cause disease. C. pneu-
wonige a cause of pneumonia.
1" psittaci the cause of pslttacosls.
V' trachomatis the causallve agent

1 However, due to ils seri-
ous side-effects, especially damage
{0 the bone marrow, it is usually re-
served [or serious infections (such
as typhold fever) when less toxic
drugs arc Ineffective. 11 Is also used,
in the form of eye drops or ointment,
to treat bacterial conjunctivitis.
Trade names: Chloromycetin,
Hemicetine.

of the eye disease trachoma and a ¢hlorbutanol (klor-bew-i4-nol) n.

»wnmon cause of sekually trans-

an antibacterial and antifungal



chlordlazepoxide

agent used in injection solutions, in
eye and nose drops, in powder form
for irritational skin conditions. and
as a gargle or mouthwash (com-
bined with chlorhexidine).
chlordiazepoxide (klor-dy-az-l-
pok-syd) n. a benzodiazepine with
muscle relaxant properties, admin-
istered by mouth or injection. Trade

U

chlorophenothane (klo-roh feen
&-thayn) n. see DDT.

chiorophyll (klo-ré-fil) . one of «
group of green pigments, found tn
all green plants and some bactels
that absorb light 10 provide enciys
for the synthesls of carbohydrute
from carbon dioxide and wain
(photosynthesis).

names: Librium, Trop .
hlorhexidine (klor-heks-i-deen)
n. an antlseptic used in solutions,
creams, gels, and lozenges as a gen-
eral disinfectant for skin and mu-
cous membranes, as a preservative
(for example, In eye drops), or (in
very dilute solution) as a mouth-
wash to prevent or control mouth
Infections. Trade name: Hibitane.

chiorine (klor-een) n. an extremely
pungent gascous element with anti-
septic and bleaching properties. It
Is widely used to sterilize drinking
water and purify swimming pools.
In high concenlrations il is toxic.
Symbol: Cl.

chlormethlazole (klor-ml-ih'y-a-
zohl) n. see clomethlazole.

chlormethine (mustine, nitro-
gen mustard) (klor-mi-theen) n.
an alkylating agent now only occa-
sionally used for treating Hodgkin's
disease. Adminlstered by injection,
It is very toxic, causing severe nau-
sea and vomiting and bone-marrow
damage.

chloroform (kio-réform) n. a
volatile liquid formerly widely used
as a general anaesthetic. Chloro-
form is now used only in low con-
centrations as a Navouring agent
and preservative, in the treatment
of Natulence, and in lini asa

qul {klo-roh-kween) n
drug used principally in the treat
ment and prevention of malaria lm!
also used in rheumatoid arthrith
and lupus erythematosus. It is ad
ministered by mouth or Lnjection, s
side-effect of prolonged use in lary
doses is eye damage. Trade nameo
Avloclor, Nivagquine.

chlorphenamine (chlorphen
iramine) (klor-fen-ameen) n. a u
tent antihistamine used to treat
such allergles as hay lever, rhinitis
and urticaria. It is administered
mouth or, to relieve severe condi
tions, by injection. Trade name
Piriton.

chiorpromazine (klor-prom4
zeen) n. a phenothlazine antipsy
chotic drug, administered by mouth
or Injectlon or as a rectal supposi
tory. It is used In the treatment e
schizophrenia and manla; it is als
used lo treat severe anxlely and ag
itation and to control nausea and
vomiling. It also enhances the
effects of analgesics and s used In
terminal illness and preparation for
anaesthesia. Trade name: Largac-
il

chlorpropamlde (klor-proh-pi
myd) n. a drug that reduces blood
sugar levels and is administered by
mouth 1o treat noninsulin-depend
enl diabeles in adults. Trade name

rubefacient.

Diabinese. See also sulphonylurea
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shMortalidone (chlorthalidone)
tklor-tal-i-dohn) n. a thiazide di-
wretic administered by mouth to

ts opaque to X-rays ls introduced
into the ducts by Injection into the
hloodsl.ream the liver. the bl.leducts

weat Nuid retentlon (oed ) and

(th lves, or the duodenal open-

high blood pressure (hyperiension).
Ivade name: Hygroton.
eMortetracycline (klor-tet-ri-sy-
kleen) n. an antiblotic active against
many bacteria and fungi. It is ad-
ministered as an olntment for skin
and eye infections and, in combina-
tion with other tetracyclines, by
mouth for systemic Infections.
Ivnde names: Aureomycin, Det-

tlo.

ehoansa (koh-i-nd) n. (pi. choanae)
a funnel-shaped opening, particu-
larly elther of the two openings be-
iween Lhe nasal cavity and the phar-
ynK.

shocolate cyst (chok-3lit) n. a
vyst fllled with dark fluid, occurring
In the ovary in endometriosis.

shol- (chole-, cholo-) prefix de-
noting bile.

eholaemia (kol-eem-id) n. the pres-
snce of blle or blle pi; in the

ing of the ducts.
cholanglolitis (kol-anji-0-ly-tis) .
i {on of the llest bile
ducts (cholangioles), See cholangitls.

graphy
(Kol-anji-oh-pank-ri-i-tog-rifi) n. a
method for outlining the bile ducts
and pancreatic ducts with radio-
paque dyes. endoscopic retrograde c.
see ERCP. percutaneous transhepatic
¢. (PTC) cholanglopancreatography
in which the dyes are introduced by
a catheter inserted into the ducts
from the surface of the skin.

cholangltla (kol-an-Jy-tis) n. in-
flammatlon of the blle ducts, often
caused by an obstruction in the
ducts. Initial treatment is by antibi-
otics, but removal of the obstruction
Is essentlal for permanent cure.

cholecalcHerol (koli-kal-sif-crol)
n. see vllamm D.
h the gall

blood. See jaundice.

sholagogue (kol-d-gog) n. a drug
that stimulates the flow of bile from
the gall bladder and bile ducts into
the duodenum.

sholanglocarcinoma (kal-anjl-
oh-kar-sin-oh-ma) n. a malignant tu-
mour of the bile ducts. It Is particu-
Iarly likely to occur at the junction
of the two main bile ducts within
the liver, causing obslructive jaun-
dice.

sholangiography (kol-anji-og-

yst- prefix d
bladder.

cholecystectomy (koll-sls-tek-
tdmi) n. surgical removal of the gall
bladder, usually for cholecystitis or
gnllslom:s

tomy (koli-
sist-en- lerm(-oml) n. a surgleal pro-
cedure in which the gall bladder is
jolned 10 the small intestine. Il is
performed in order to allow bile to
pass from the llver (o the intestine
when the common bile duct is ob-
strucled by an irremovable cause.

i) n. X-ray igation of the bile

holecystitls (koll-sis ty-lis) n. in-

tlucts, used to d ate the site
and nature of any abstruction to the
ducts or (o show the presence of
stones within them. A medium that

ion of the gall bladder.
(koll-si;-loh-dew-oh-di-nosl-ér’ni) n
a form of cholecystenterostomy in
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which the gall bladder is joined (o
me duodenum.

opened, to search for or to remove
stones within it.

t (koli-
sis-toh- gas lrost dmi) n. a I'orm of
cholecyslenterostomy In which the
gall bladder is joined 1o the stom-
ach. It is rarely performed.

cholecystography (koli-sis-log-
rafl) n. X-ray examinatlon of the gall
bladder. A compound opaque 1o X-
rays Is administered by mouth and
an X-ray photograph (cholecys:
Iogram) is tnken.

(koli-
sis-toh:| je—joo nost-éml) na form of
cholecystenterostomy In which the
gall bladder is Joined to the Jejunum.

cholecystokinin (koll-sis-toh-ky-
nin) n. a hormone secreted by cells
of the duodenum in response to the
presence of partly digested food In
the duodenum. It causes contraction
of the gall bladder and expulsion of
blle inlo the intestine and stimu-
lates the production of digestive en-
zymes by the pancreas.

cholecystolithlasis (koll-sis-toh-
lith-1-a-sis) n. see cholelithiasls.

cholecystotomy (koll-sis-tot-5ml)
n.asurgical operatlon in which the
gall bladder Ls opened, usually to re-
move gnllslones.

ladaeh

) pre-
Six denoting the common bile duct.

choledocholithlasis (koli-dok-oh-
lith-I-4-sls) n. stones withln the com-
mon blle duct. The stones usually
form in the gall bladder and pass
into the bile duct, but they may de-
velop within the duct after chole-
cystectomy.

choledochotomy (koli-d5-kot-
omli) n. a surgical operation in
which the common blle duct is

holelithiasle (cholecysto
lithlasls) (koli-lith-I-4-sis) n. the
formation of stones in the gall bl
der or bile duct (see gallstone).

cholellthotomy (koli-lith-ot-dmu
n. the surgical removal of gallstonee
by cholecystotomy.

cholera (kol-er-d) n. an acule infie
tion of the small intestine by the
bacterlum Vibrio cholerae, which
causes severe vomiting and dim
rhoea (known as ricewater stooln
leading to dehydration. The discase
is contracted from contaminated
food or drinking waler and often
curs in epldemics. Initial treatment
is concentrated on replacing the
fuid loss by oral rehydration thet
apy; tetracycline eradicates the bac
terla and hastens recovery. The
mortallty rate in untreated cases n
over 50%. Vaccination agains
cholera is elfective for only 6
months.

choleresls (kol-er-ee-sis)n. the pm
duction of bile by the liver.

choleretic (kol-er-et-1k) n. an ageni
that stimulates the secretion of bils
by the liver thereby Increasing the
Now of bile.

cholestasls (koli-stay-sls) n. fail
ure of normal amounts of bile tu
reach (he intestine, resulting in ob
struclive jaundice. The symptonn
are jaundice with dark urine, pale
laeces, and usually itchlng (pruri
tus).

cholesteatoma (koli-stl-d-toh-mh)
n. askin-lined sac contalning debrh
from dead skin cells that grows (rom
the eardrum into the mastoid bone
Unless treated (by mastoldectomy).
il can carry infection to the brain,
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causing meningitis or a cerebral ab-
scess.
cholesterol (kdl-est-erol) n. a (at-
like materlal (a sterol) present in
the blood and most tissues, espe-
clally nervous tissue. Elevated
blood atlon of chol ol
(hypercholesterolaemia) is often as-
socialed wllh atheroma, of which

chondrosarcoma

acld components. The term usually
refers lo acetylcholinesterase, which
breaks down the neurotransmitter
acetylcholine into choline and
acetlc acld.

choluria (kol-yoor-id) n. blle in the
urine, which occurs when the level
of bile in the blood is raised, espe-
cla.l.ly in obslrucuve Jaundice

) prefix denot-

hol ol is a major
Cholesterol is also a cons(ltuent of ing carlllnge.
gallstones. chondritis (kon-dry-tis) n. any in-

oholesterosis (kol-esl-er-oh-sis) n.
a form of chronic cholecy:mls ln

- tilage.

Mammalory conditlon affecting car-

which small crystals of ch
are deposited on the Internal wall oI‘
the gall bladder. The cryslals may
enlargeto b

(kon-droh-blast)n. a
cell that produces the malrix of car-
tilage.
hond (kon-droh-blas-

cholestyramine n. see colestyra-
mine.

oholic acid (cholallc acld) (kol-
{k) n. see blle aclds.

gholine (koh-leen) 5. a baslc com-
pound importiant in the synthesis of
phosphatldylcholine (leclthin) and
other phospholipids and of acetyl-
choline. It is also involved In the
transport of fat in the body. Choline
is sometimes classed as a viiamin
but, although It Is essential for life,
it can be synthesized in the body.

chollnergle (koh-lin-er-jik) adj. 1.
describing or relating to nerve fi-
bres that release acetylcholine as a
neurotransmitter. c. receptor a re-
ceptor at which acetylcholine acts
(0 pass on messages from choliner-
gic nerve fibres. c. urticaria see ur-
ticaria. 2. describlng drugs (hat
mimic the actions of acetylcholine
(see parasympathgmimetic). Com-
pare adrenerglc.

cholinesterase (koh-lin-est-er-
Ayz) n. an enzyme that breaks down
a choline ester into its choline and

toh-md) n. a lumour derived from
chondroblasts, having the appear-
ance of a mass of well-differentiated
cartilage.

chondroclast (kon-droh-klasl) . a
cell that Js concerned with the ab-
sorption of cartllage.

chondrocyte (kon-droh-syl) n. a
cartilage cell, found embedded in
the matrlx.

chondroma (kon-droh-mé) . a rel-
atlvely common benign tumour of
cartilage-forming cells, which may
occur at the growing end of any
bone bul Is found most commonly
in the bones of the feet and hands.

chondromalacia (kon-droh-mi-
lay-shld) n. soflening, inflamma-
tlon, and degeneratlon of cartilage
at a joint. c. pateliae chondromalacia
alfecting the undersurface of the
kneecap, resulting in pain in the
front of Lhe knee and grating, which
Is made worse by kneeling, squat-
ting, or climbing stairs.

chondrosarcoma (kon-droh-sar-
koh-ma) n. (pI. chondrosarco-



chord-

mata) a malignant tumour of cartl-
lage cells, occurring in a bone. Re-
stricied to the axial skeleton, such
tumours are slow-growing but infil-
trate adjacent structures.

chord- (chordo-) prefix denoting
1. a cord. 2. the nolochord.

chorda (kor-da) n. (p/. chordae) a
cord, tendon. or nerve fibre. chor-
dae tendineae siringlike processes
In the heart that attach the margins
of the mitral and tricuspid valve
leaflets Lo projections of the wall of
the ventricle (papitlary muscles).

chordee (kor-dee) n. acule angula-
tlon of the penls. It may occur as a
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on-ik) 2. see human chorionic gon-
adotrophin.
chorionic villi pl. n. see villus.
chorionic villus sampling
(CVS) n. a felal monitoring tech.
nique In which a sample of chori-
onlc villus is extracled through the
cervix or abdomen under ultra-
sound visunllza(lon The earliest
d time for Is
lhc ninth week of pregnancy. The
cells so obtained are subjected to
chromosomal and biochemical stud-
les to determine if any abnormali-
tles are present in (he fetus. Thisen.
ables the prenatal dlagnosis of such
ital disorders as Down's syn:

result of Peyronle’s di or,ina
chlid, of hypospadlas.

chordotomy (kor-dot-dmi) . see
cordotomy.

chorea (ko-ree-i) n. a jerky invol-
uniary movement particularly af-
fecting the head, face, or llmbs The

are most ly due

to disease of the basal ganglia. Hunt-
ingion's c. see Huntinglon’s disease.
Sydenham’s ¢. chorea thal mainly
affects children and typically occurs
afler an infection caused by p-
haemolylic streptococci (such as
rheumatic fever or scarlet fever).

chorlon (kor-idn) 5. the embryonic
membrane that tolally surrounds
the embryo from the tlme of im-
plantation. —chorionle adj.

chorioneplthelioma (chorio-
carcinoma) (kor-1-6n-ep-i-theel-1-
oh-ma) n. a rare form of cancer orlg-
Inattng in the chorlon. It is a highly
malignant tumour usually follow-
ing a hydatidiform mole, although it
may follow aboriion or even a nor-
mal pregnancy.

chorionic gonadotrophin (kor-i-

drome and thalassaemia.

chorloretinopathy (kor-i-oh-ret:
in-op-a-thl) n. any eye disease in-
volving both the choroid and the
retina. central serous c. shallow reti
nal detachmenl in the area of the
macula due to leakage through the
retinal plgment epithelium (sev
retina) into the subretinal space
The cause Is unknown. 1t affects
young adult males, causing reduced
or dislorted vision that usually sel
tles In a few months.

choroid (ko-rold) n. the layer of the
eyeball between the retina and the
sclera. It contains blood vessels and
a pigment that absorbs excess Light
and so prevents blurring of vision
See eye. —choroldal (Ko-rold-4l
adj.

choroldal detachment x. the
separallon of the choroid frotn the
sclera of the eye as a resull of leak
age of fluid from the vessels of the
chorolid. It occurs when pressure in
slde the eyeball is very low, usually
after trauma or Intraocular surgery

choroiditls (ko-rold-I1is) n. in
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flammation of the choroid layer of
the eye. Vision becomes blurred but
the eye is usually painless. See
uveltis.

ohoroldocyclitls (ko-roid-oh-sy-
kly-Us) n. Inflammation of the
choroid layer and the ciliary body of
the eye.

chorold plexus n. arich network
ol blood vessels, derived from those
of the pla mater. in each of (he
brain’s ventricles. It is responsible
for the production of cerebrospinal
Nuid.

Christ

i h

chronic

medicine, a sample of the mixture
is placed al the edge of a sheel of f1I-
ter paper (paper ¢.) or a column of a
powdered absorbent (column c.).
The componentis of the mixture are
absorbed to different extents and
thus move along the paper or col-
umn at different rates.

chromatolysis (kroh-mi-tol-i-sis)
n. the dispersal or disintegration of
the microscopic structures within
the nerve cells that normally pro-
duce protelns. It is part of the cell's
response to huury

philia B) (kris-mas) . a disorder
that is Identical In its effects to
hnemophilia A, but is due to a defi-
clency of a different blood coagula-
lon factor, Factor IX. [S. Christmas
(20th century), In whom the raclor
was [irst identified]

chdnm. fac!or n. see Faclor IX.

p @ (kroh-mi-td-for)
n. a cell containing plgment. In hu.
mans chromatophores conlaining
melanin are found in the skin. hair,
and eyes.

chromatosls (kroh-mi-toh-sis) n.
abnormal plgmentation of the skin,
as occurs in Addlson’s disease.

chromic acid (kroh-mik) 2. a

) prefix denoti
¥ nlour or plgmenl
suffix denoti.
ing or pigmentation.
ohromat- (chromato-) prefix de-
noting colour or pi ion

staln-

d of chromlum used {n so-
lutlon as a caustic for the removal of
warts. Formula: CrQ,.

chromosome (kroh-mé-sohm) a.
one of the threadlike structures ina

ohromatid (kroh-ma-tld) a. one of
the two threadlike strands formed
by longitudinal division of a chro-
mosome during mitosis and melo-
six. They rernain attached at the
vontromere.

ohromatin (kroh-ma-tin) s. the ma-
terial of a cell nucleus that stains
with basic dyes and consist€ of DNA
and protein: the substance of which
the chromosomes are made.

shromatography (kroh-mé-tog-
vAN) n. any of several techniques for
soparating the components of a mix-
ture by selective absorption. In (wo
anch techniques, widely used in

cell leus that carry the genetle
Information in the form of genes. It
is composed of a long double (ila-
ment of DNA colled into a helix lo-
gether wlith associated proteins. The
nucleus of each human somatic cell
contains 46 chromosomes, 23 being
of maternal and 23 of paternal ori-
gin. Seeubochmmalld cem.romcre
sex chr
adj.

chronle (kron-ik) adj. describinga
disease of long duration Involving
very slow changes. Such disease Is
often of gradual onset. Compare
acute, —chronicity (kron-iss-iti) n.
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fatigue sy

fatigue synd n. see
CFS/ME.
chronilc obstructive pul-
monary disease (COPD,

chronic obstructive alrways
disease, COAD) n. a dlsease of
adults, especially those over the age
of 45 with a history of smoking or
inhalation of airborne pollution. It
has features of emphysema and
chronic bronchitis and is diagnosed
when the forced expiratory volume
in 1 second (FEV)) is less than 60%
of the predicted value for the pa-
tlent's age and height and the pa-
tient does not respond to steroid
drugs or bronchodilators.
Chronic Sick and Disabled
Persons Act 1970 n. (in Britain)
an Act providing for the identifica-
tion and care of those suffering from
a chronic or degenerative disease
for which there Is no cure and
which can be only pariially allevl-
ated by treatment.
Churg-Strauss syndrome
(cherg-strows) n. a clinical syn-
drome comprlsing severe asthma
associaled with an increased
eosinophil count in the peripheral
blood and eosinophllic deposits in
the small vessels of the Jungs. It usu-
ally responds Lo oral corticosteroids.
Untreated, it may resull in severe
and widespread systemic angiltis.
{J. Churg (1910~ ) and L. Strauss
(1913~ ), US pathologists]
Chvostek’s sign (vos-leks) n. a
spasm of the faclal muscles elicited
by lightly tapping the facial nerve. It
is a sign of tetany. [F. Chvostek
(1835-84), Austrian surgeon}
chyle (kyl) n. an alkaline milky lig-
uid found within the I Is after a
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lymph with a suspension of minute
droplets of digested fats, which have
been absorbed from the small intes-
tine.

chyluria (kyl-yoor-id) n. the pres-
ence of chyle in the urine.

chyme (kym) n. the semiliquid acid
mass that is the form in which food
passes from the stomach to the
small intestine. It Is produced by the
actlon of gastric juice and the
churning of the stomach.

chymotrypsin (ky-moh-trip-sin) .
a proteln-digesting enzyme (see pep:
tidase). It Is secreted by the pan
creas in an inactive form, chy:
motrypsinogen, that is converted
into chymotrypsin in the duodenum
by the actlon of trypsin.

chymotrypsinogen (ky-moh-trip
9in-3-Jin) n. see chymotrypsin.

clcatriclal (sik-a-trish-il) adj. as:
soclated with scarring. c. alopecia
see alopecia.

clclosporin (cyclosporin) (sik-
loh-spo-rin) A. an immunosuppres
sant drug used {o prevent and treat
rejection of a transplanted organ or
bone marrow. It is also used to trent
rheumatold arthritls, psoriasis, and
atoplc eczema. Ciclosporin is ad
ministered orally or by inlravenous
infuslon. Trade names: Neoral,
Sandimmun, 8ang-Cya.

-clde sufix denoting Kkiller or
killing.

clilary body (sll-i-er-i) n. the part of
the eye that connects the choroid
with the Irls. It consists of three
zones: the ciliary ring, which ad
Joins the chorold; the ciliary
processes, a series of about 70 radial
rldges behind the iris {o which the

1 of the lens Is

period of absorption. Il consists of

y
altached; and the cillary muscle, con
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traction of which alters the curva-
lure of Lhe lens (see accommoda-
tion).
olllum (sll-iam) 7. (pl. cltle) 1. a
halrlike process, large numbers ol
which are found on certain epi-
thelial cells, particularly the epi-
thellum that lines the upper respi-
ratory (racl, and on cerlain
protozoa. 2. an eyelash or eyelld.
-clliary ad).

cimetidine (si-met-i-deen) 7. an H,-
receplor antagonist (see antihisia-
mlne) that Is administered by
mouth or injectlon to treat such di-
Hestive disorders as stomach and
duodenal ulcers and gastro-
oesophageal reflux disease. Trade
names: Dyspamet, Galenamet,
Yagamet.

Olmex (sy-meks) n. see bed bug.

CIN (c.rvlcll Intraopl!h.llal

[} in

the cervix ol' (he uterus preceding

the Invasive stages of cervical can-*

cor. The CIN grading system dlstin-
wulshes three stages: CIN I (mild
dysplasia); CIN 2 (moderate dyspla-
sla), and CIN 3 (severe dysplasia,
carcinoma in sltu).

einchocalne (sink-d-kayn) n. a
local hetic administered as an

circle of Willis

from . The symptoms include ring-
Lng nolses in the ears, dizziness, and
blurring of vision.

clne- prefix denoting any technlique
of recording a rapid series of X-ray
images on cme ﬁ.lm for la!er analy
sls. E. [ graphy;
cinefluorography. Cine fllm is now
being replaced by electronic storage
media.

clngulectomy (sing-yoo-lek-(5mi)
n. surglcal excision of the clngulum,
occasionally carried out as psycho-
surgery [or intractable mental ill-
ness.

cingulum (slng-yoo-lum) n. (pi. cln-
gula) a curved bundle of nerve fi-
bres In each cerebral hemisphere,
nearly encircling its connection
wlth the corpus callosum. Il is the
part of the brain controlling anger
and depression. See cerebrum.

clprofibrate (sip-roh-fy-brayt)n. a
drug used for (reating hyperlipl-
dacmia (see Mbrate). It is adminis-
tered by mouth. Trade name:
Modalim.

clprofloxacin (sip-roh-floks-3-
sin) n. a broad-spectrum quino-
lone antibiotic that can be given
orally and Is particularly useful

oiniment to relieve the pain of
haemorrhoids. Trade name: Nu-
percainal.

oinchona (sing-koh-na) n. the dried
bark of Cinchona trees, formerly
used in medicine to stimulate the
appelite and to prevent haemor-
rhage and diarrhoea. Cinchona is
1he source of quinine.
ainchonlsm (sink-6-nlzm) a. poi-
soning caused by an overdose of cin-
rliona or Lhe alkaloids quinine,
yuinidine, or cinchonine derived

i Gram-negative baclerla,
such as Pseudomonas, Lhat are
resistant to all other oral antibi-
otics. It is also used as eye drops to
treal eye infectlons. Trade names:
Ciloxan, Clproxin.

clrcadlan rhythm (ser-kay-diin)
n. the perfodic rhythm, synchro-
nized approximately to the 24-hour
day/night cycle, secn in various
metabolic activities of most living
organisms (e.g. sleeping, hormone
secretion).

circle of Willls (ser-kiil v wll-iss)



circulation

n. a circle on the undersurface of the
brain formed by linked branches of
the arteries that supply the brain.
['T. Willis (1621-75), English anato-
mist]

clrculation (ser-kew-lay-shon) n.
1. the movement of a fluid in a cir-

(K1}

the deltoid muscle of the shoulds
and the overlying skin.
circumoral (ser-kam-or-dl) ad/ sit
uated around the mouth.
cirrhosis (si-rob-sis) n. a comlithn,
in which the liver responds 1o i
Jury or death of some of its colla by
ing interlacing strands of i

cular course, fally the

of blood through the cardiovascular
system. 2. Lhe sysiem of vessels ef-
fecting this passage. pulmonary c.
circulation of blood between the
heart and lungs. Deoxygenated
blood passes to the lungs from the
right ventricle via the pulmonary
artery; oxygenated blood returns to
the left atrium via the pul

bruus {issue between which an it
ules of regencrating cells. Causew in
clude alcoholism (alcoholic c.), vii al
hepatitis (postnecrotic c.), chronp
obstruction of the common bile d v
(secondary biliary c.), autoimmune
diseases (primary biliary c.. Pty
and chronic heart fallure (cardin
c.). Complications include povinl

veln. systemicc. cnrculnllon ol'hlood
between the hearl and all parts of
the body except the lungs. Oxy-
genaled blood leaves Lhe aorta and
deoxygenated blood returns into Lhe
vena cava. See also collaleral circu-
latlon. —ecirculatory adj.
clrcum- prefix denoting around;
surrounding.
circumcision (ser-kiim-slzh-dn) n.
surgical removal of the foreskin of
the penis. This operation is usually
performed for religious and ethnic
reasons but is somelimes required
for medical conditlons, mainly phi-
mosis and paraphimosis. female c.
surgical removal of the clitoris,
labia minora, and labia majora. See
clitoridectomy, infibulation.
clircumduction (ser-kim-duk-
shén) n. a circular movement, such
as that made by a limb.
circumfiex nerve (ser-kam-fleks)
n. amixed sensory and motor nerve
of the upper arm. [t arises from the
ifth and slxth cervical segments of
the spinal cord and is distributed lo

hyper ascltes, hepatlc vn
hal hy,and h alr-

rhotle adj.

clrs- (clrso-) prefix denoting a v |
cose veln.

cirsold (ser-soid) ad). describing
the distended knotled appearance of
a varlcose vein.

CI8 n. see carcinoma in situ.

CI8C n. see(clean) Intermiltent selt
catheterlzatlon.

clsplatin (sis-plat-in) n. a heavy
metal compound; a cytoloxic drug
that impedes cell division by dam
aging DNA. Administered intra
venously, it Is used In the treatment
of testicular and ovarian tumours.

clstema (sis-ter-nd) n. (pl. cister
nae) 1. one of the enlarged spaces
beneath the arachnoid that act as
reservoirs for cerebrospinal fluid. c.
magna the largest of the cisternac,
lying bencath the cerebellum and
behind the medulla oblongata. 2. a
dilatation at the lower end of the
thoracle duct, into which the great
lymph ducts of the lower limbs
drain,



alopram (sit-al-6-pram) n. an

lldepressant drug that acts by

onging the action of the neuro-

nsmitler serolonin (5-hydroxy-

famine) in the brain (see SSRI).

I taken by mouth. Trade name:
mhl.

c acld (sit-rik) n. an organic
jpid found naturally in cltrus fruits.
Yitric acid is formed in the Nirst

e of the Krebs cycle. Formula:
1 {COOH)YC(OHXCOOH)CH,CO0

‘_h.rlc acld cycle n. sev Krebs
“pycle

bacter (sil-roh-bak-ter) n. a
genus of Gram-negative anacrobic
rod-shaped bacteria widely distrib-
wted In nature, The organisms cause

claw-hand

bone: a long slender curved bone, a
pair of which form the front part of
the shoulder girdle. Fracture of the
clavicle is a common sports Injury:
the majority of cases require no
treatment other than supporting the
weight of the arm in a sling. —clav-
Icular (kla-vik-yoo-ler) ad).

clavulsnic acld (kiev-yoo-lan-ik)
n. adrug that interferes with the en-
zymes (peniclllinases) that inacti-
vate many peniclllin-type antiblot-
ics, such as amox{clllin. Combined
with the antibiotlc, clavulanlc acid
can overcome drug resistance.

clavus (klay-viis) n. a sharp pain
in the head, as il a nall were heing
driven in.

tnfectlons of (he inteslinal and url-
nary tracts, gall bladder, and the
feninges thal are usually sec-
ondary. occurring in the elderly,
newborn, d,and {

law-foot (klaw-fuut) n. an exces-
sively arched foot, glving an unnat-
urally high instep. In most cases the
cause Is unknown, but the defor-
mity may sometimes be due to an

between the les flex-

‘compromised.

eitruliine (sit-ri-leen) n. an amino
acld produced by the liver as a by-
product during the conversion of
ammonia to urea.

©JD 1. see Cr -Jakob di

ing the toes and the shorter muscles
that extend them. Medical name:
pes cavus.

claw-hand (klaw-hand) n. flexion
and contraction of the fingers with

ex at the Joints between the

olamp (klamp) n. a surgical instru-
ment deslgned to compress a struc-
ture, such as a blood vessel or a cut
end of the Intestine. See illustration.
elaudication (klaw-di-kay-shon) n.
limping. infermitfent c. a cramping
pain in the calf and leg muscles, In-
'duced by exerclse and relieved by
rest, that is caused by an Inadequaie

* supply of blood to the affected mus-
cles.

claustrophobia (klaw-strd-foh-
bid) n. a morblg fear of enclosed
places. See also phobia.

clavicie (klav-i-kal) a. the collar

noncrushing clamp

twin gastrointestinal clamp

Intestinal clamps



cleavage

Ningers and the hand, giving a claw-
like appearance. The causes of
claw-hand include injurles, sy-
ringomyelia, and leprosy. See also
Dupuyuren’s contracture,
cleavage (kleev-Ij) n. (in embryol-
ogy) the process of repeated cell dl-
vislon of the fertilized egg to form a
ball of cells that becomes the blaslo-

cyst.

cleft lip (harellp) (1elt) n. the con-
genital deformity of a cleft in the
upper lip, on one or both sides of the
midline. Il Is ollen d witha
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climacteric (kly-mak-ter-ik) n. see
menopause. malec. declining sexual
drive and fertility in men, usually
occurring around or after middle

age.

clindamycin (klin-di-my-sin) n. an
antiblotic administered by mouth,
Injectlon, or toplically to treat seri:
ous bacterlal infections. Trade
name: Dalacin.

elinle (klin-ik) n. 4. an esiablish-
ment or depariment of a hospital de-
voted to the treatment of particular

or the medical care of out-

clefl palate. Medical name: chello-
schisis,

cleft palate 7. a [1ssure in the mid-
line of the palate due to failure of
the two sides to fuse in embryonic
development. Only part of the palale
may be affected, or the cleft may ex-
tend the full length with bilateral
clefts at the front of the maxilln; it
may be accompanied by a clefl lip
and disturbance of looth formation.

cleld- (cleldo-, clid-, clido-) pre-
JSix denoting the clavicle (collar
bone).

cleldocranial dysostosis (kly-
doh-kray-niél dis-os-toh-sis) n. a
congenital defect of bone formation
in which the skull bones ossify im-
perfectly and the collar bones (clav-
lcles) are nbsem

patients. 2. a gathering of instruc-
tors, students, and patlents, usually
in a hospital ward, for the examina-
tion and trealment of the patients.

clinical audit (klin-i-kdl) n. a
process by which doctors, nurses,
and other health-care professionals
systematically review the pro-
cedures used for dlagnosis, care,
and treatment, examlning how as-
soclated resources are used and in-
vestigating the effects care has on
the outcome and quality of life lor
the patient.

clinical governance (guv-er
néns) n. a system for making local
health services responsive 1o pa-
tlents and alming to reduce varia-
tions in clintcal practice, thus im-
proving national standards. It

(ki ) n. an
antihistamine used to relleve the
symplomns of hay fever and ur-
Llicarla. It is administered by mouth.
Trade names: Aller-eze, Tavegh.

Clifton Assessment Proced-
ures for the Elderly (CAPE)
(Kklif-tén) n. an assessment (ool de-
signed to assess quality of life and
physical and cognltive dependency
levels In the elderly.

« of audit, continuing profes-
slonal development, standard sel:
ting, workforce planning, com:
plalnts handling, user involvement,
risk assessment, and research and
development.

clinical medicine n. the branch of
medicine dealing with the study of
actual patients and the diagnosis
and treatment of disease at the bed-
side, as opposed to the study of dis-
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ease by pathology or other labora-
tory work.

clinodactyly (klin-oh-dak:-tili) .
congenital dellection of one or more
digits from the central axis of the
hand or foot. Clinodactyly may af-
fect both hands (or feet) and may be
found in association with other con-
genital malformations.

clitoridectomy (klit-er-id-ek-tdmi)
n. surgical removal of the clitorls.

clitoris (kllt-er-1ss) n. the female
counterpart of the penls, which con-
tains erectile tissue (see corpus (cav-
ernosum)) but Is unconnected with
the urethra. It becomes erect under
conditions of sexual stimulation.

olitoromegaly (kllt-er-oh-meg-all)
n. abnormal development of the
clitoris due to excessive exposure to
androgens, cither from abnormal
endogenous production or exoge-
nous administratlon.

oloaca (kloh-ay-kd) n. the most
posterior part of the embryonic
hindgul. It becomes divided Into the
reclum and Lhe urinogenital sinus.

olomethlazoile (chlormethia-
zole) (kloh-mi-th’y-d-zohl) n. a
sedative and hypnotle drug admin-
Istered by mouth or injection to
treat insomnia In the elderly (when

clopldrogel

vitro fertllizatlon. Trade name: Clo-
mid.

clomipramine (kloh-mip-ri-meen)
n. a drug administered by mouth or
Injection to treat various depressive
states (see antidepressant). Trade
name: Anafranll.

clonazepam (kloh-naz-&-pam)n. a
drug with antlconvulsant proper-
ties, administered by mouth or In-
Jection to treat epilepsy and other
conditions involving seizures.
Trade name: Rivetril.

clone (klohn) 4. n. a group of cells
(usually bacterla) descended [rom a
single cell by asexual reproduction
and therefore genetlcally identical
to each olher and to the parent cell.
2. an organism derived from a sin-
gle cell of ils parent and therefore
genetically identical to it. gene c. a
group of identlcal genes produced

. by techniques ol genetic engineer-

ing. 3. vb. to form a clone.

clonlc (klon-tk) adj. of, relating to,
or resembling clonus. The term s
most commonly used to describe the
rhythmical limb movements seen
as part of a convulslve cpileptic
selzure (see epilepsy).

clonidine (kloh-ni-deen) n. a drug
adminlstered by mouth or Injection
(o treal high blood pressure (hyper-

fated with agita-  (enslon)
tion, and restlessness) and drug
withdrawal sy lly In

and migralne. Trade
names: Catapres, Dixarit.

alcoholism). Trade namec: Hem-
Inevrin.
clomifene (clomiphene) fkloh-
ml-feen) n. a synthetic nonsteroldal
compound (see anti-androgen) that
induces ovulation and subsequent
menslruation in women who fall 1o
ovulate and stimulales increased
ovulation (see superovulation) for in

(kloh-niis) n. rhythmical
contraction of a muscle In response
10 a suddenly applied and then sus-
tained streich stimulus. It is most
readily oblained at the ankle and is
usually a sign of disease in the brain
or spinal cord.

clopldrogel (kloh-pid-ro-gel) n. a
drug that reduces platelet aggrega-
tion. It is administered by mouth to



Clostridium

prevent slrokes or heart attacks in
those at risk. Trade name: Plavix.

Clostridium (klo-strid-iam) n. a
genus of mostly Gram-positive
anaerobic spore-forming rodlike
bacteria commonly found in soil
and In the intestinal Lract of hu-
mans and animals. C. botulinum a
specles thal grows freely in badly
preserved canned foods, producing
a toxin causing serious food polson-
ing (see botulism). C. tetani a species
that causes tetanus on contami-
nation of wounds. C. perfringens
(Welch’s bacillus) a species that
causes blood polsoning, food poi-
soning, and gas gangrene.

clotrimazole (kloh-trim-3-zohl) n.
an antifungal drug used to treat all
types of fungal skin Infections (in-
cluding ringworm) and vaginal In-
fections. It Is applled to the infected
part as a cream or solution or as
vaginal pessaries. Trade name:
Canesten.

clotting factors (kloti-ing) pl. n.
see coagulation factors.

clotting time n. see coagulation
time.

clozapine (kloz-3-peen) 5. an atyp-
ical antipsychotic drug used in the
trealment of schizophrenia and
other disorders resistant to conven-
tional antipsychotics. Adminlistered
by mouth, It is notable for the ab-
sence of (remors and repetitive

that are d with

other antipsychotic drugs. In a few
cases it may depress levels of white
blood cells. Trade name: Clozaril.

clubbing (klub-ing) 2. thickening
of the tissues at the bases of the fin-
ger and toe nalls so that the normal
angle between the nall and the digit
is Mlled in. In extreme cases the digit

12

end becomes bulbous like a club o
drumstick. Clubbing s seen in som
dlseases of the heart and respiratory
system and as a harmless congenital
abnormality.

club-foot (klub-fuut) n. see talipex

clumpling (klump-ing) n. see agglu
tination.

cluster headache (klust-er) 2. »
variant of migraine more common
in men than In women. The unilm
cral pain around one eye Is very s»
vere and lasts between 15 minutes
and three hours. It is associated
with drooping of the eyelid (plosis),
a bloodshot eye, and/or excessive
production of tears in the eye.

cluttering (klut-er-ing) n. an m
ratic unrhythmical way of speaking
in rapid jerky bursts. It can make
speech hard to understand, and
speech therapy is usually helpful
Unlike stammering, there are nn
repetltions or protonged hesitations
of speech.

Clutton’s Joint (klu-t'nz) n. a pain
less joint effusion in a child, usually
In the knee, caused by inflammation
of the synovial membranes due
congenital syphills, [H. H. Clutton
(1850-1909), Dritish surgeon|

CMF 5. cyclophosphamide, methn
trexate, 5-fluorouracll: the comn
nation of chemotherapy drugs st
In standard treatment for breast
cancer.

CML 2. chronic myeloid leukacmin
See myeloid (leukaemla).

CMV n. see cylomegalovirus.

CNS n. see central nervous system

COAD n. chronic obstructlve ah
ways discase (see chronic abstrm
tlve pulmonary dlsease).

coagulant (koh-ag-yoo-lant) n. mn
substance capable of converting
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blood from a liquid (o a solid siate.
See blood coagulation.

coagulase (koh-ag-yoo-layz) n. an
enzyme, formed by disease-produc-
Ing varietles of certain bacterla ol
the genus Stephylococcus, that
rauses blood plasma 10 coagulate.
ftaphylococei thal are positive
when lested for coagulase produc-
tlon are classified as belonging to
the species Staphylococcus aureus.

coagulation (koh-ag-voo-lay-shén)
n. the process by which a colloidal
liquld changes 10 a Jelly-like mass.
See blood coagulation.

songulation factors (clotting
factors) pl. n. a group of sub-
stances present in blood plasma that
are responsible for the conversion
of blood from a liquid 1o a solid state
(e blood coagulation). Although
they have specific names, most co-
nyulation factors are referred to by
an agreed set of Roman numerals
(ve¢ Factor VIII, Factor 1X, Factor
X1).

scagulation time (clotting
(ime) n. the time taken for blood
or blood plasma to coagulate (see
hlood coagulation).

eoagulum (koh-ag-yoo-lim) n. a
imass of coagulated matter. such as
Ihnt formed when blood clots.

eoalesce (koh-iless) vb. to grow
Ingether or unite. —coalescence

l-worker's pneumoconio-
(anthracosls) (kohl-wer-
kerz) n. a lung disease caused by
roul dust. It affecls mainly coal min-
1% hut also other exposed workers,
wich ns lightermen, If the Jungs’ ca-
pueity to accommodate and remove
the particles Is exceeded. See pneu-
meoniosis.

coccygodynia

coarctation (koh-ark-tay-shén) n.
(of the aorta) a congeniial narrow-
ing of a short segment of the aorta,
resulting in high blood pressure in
the upper parl of the body and arms
and low blood pressure in the legs.
The defect Is corrected surglcally.

Coats’ disease (kohw) . a con-
genltal anomaly of the blood vessels
of the retina, which are abnormally
dilated and leaking. This resulis in
subretinal haemorrhage and mas-
sive exudation. [G. Coals (1876-
1915), DBrilish ophthalmologlst]

cobalt (koh-bawlt) n. a metallic el-
ement that forms part of the vita-
min B;; molecule. Symbol: Co.
cobalt-60 (radiocobait) a powerlul
emliter of gamma radlatlon. used in
the radlatlon treatment of cancer
(see radlotherapy. teletherapy).

cocalne (ké-kayn) a. an alkalold,
derived from the leaves of the coca
plant (Erythroxylon coca) or pre-
pared synthetically, somelimes used
as a local anaesthetic In eye, ear,
nose, and throat surgery. Since it
may lead 1o psychological depend-
ence, cocaine has largely been re-
placed by safer anacsthetlcs.

cocalnlem (koh-kayn-izm) n. 1.
the habitual use of, or addiction to,
cocaine In order to experlence its
intoxlcating effects. 2. the mental
and physical deterioration resulting
from addiction to cocaine.

coccus (kok-Us) n. (pl. coecl) any
spherlcal bacter/um. See gonococ-
cus, meningococcus, Micrococcus,

Staphyl

Streplococcus.
¢

ygo-) pre-

¥\ 'y
Jix denoting the coccyx.
coccygodynia (coccydynia)



cocecyx

(kok-si-goh-din-14) n. pain in the coc-
cyx and the neighbouring area.
coccyx (kok-siks) n. (pl. coccyges
or coccyxes) the lowermost el-
ement of the backbone: Lhe vestigial
human tail. It consists of four rudi-
mentary coccygeal vertebrae fused to
form a triangular bone that articu-
lates with the sacrum. See also veri-
ebra. —coccygeal (kok-slj-idl) adj.
cochlea (kok-lid) n. the spiral
organ of the labyrinth of the
ear, which is concerned with the re-
ceptlon and analysis of sound.
—cochtear (kok-li-er) adj.

hi duct ( ) n.
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derived from morphine bul less po.
tent as a patn killer and sedative
and less toxic. It is administered by
mouth or Injection to relieve pain
and also 10 suppress coughs.

cod liver oll (kod) n. a pale yellow
oll, extracted from the livers of cod
and related fish. that is rich in vita-
mins A and D and used in the treat-
ment and preventlon of deficiencies
of these vitamins (c.g. rickets).

-cosle syffix denoting 1. a body cav-
ity. 2, see cele.

coell- (coello-} prefix denoting the
abdomen or belly.

Mlac (seel-1-ak) ad). of or relating

see scala.

cochlear implant 7. a device to
improve the hearlng of profoundly
deaf people who derive no benefit
from conventional hearing alds. It
conslsts of an electrode that s per-
manenily implanted into the inner
ear (cochlea). An exlernal battery-
powered device with a microphone
and an electronic processing unit
passes [nformation Lo the electrode
uslng radio-frequency waves.

cochlear nerve n. the nerve con-
necling the cochlea to the brain and
thereflore responsible for the nerve
impulses relating lo hearlng. It
forms part of the vestibulocochlear
nerve.

Cockayne’s syndrome (kok-
aynz) 5. a heredilary disorder (in-
herited as an autosomal recessive
condition) assoclaled with Lrisomy
of chromosome no. 20. Clinlcal fea-
tures Include epldermolysis bullosa,
dwarfism, mental retardation, and
plgmentary degeneration of the
retina. [E. A. Cockayne (1880-1956),
Brltish physician}

codelne (koh-deen) n. an analgesic

to the abdominal region. c. frunk a
branch of the abdominal aoria sup
plying the slomach, spleen, liver,
and gall bladder.

coellac disease 5. a condition In
which the small intestine fails todi-
gest and absorb food. It Is due o a
permanent sensitivily of the in-
testinal lining to the prolein gliadin,
which Is contained in gluten in the
germ of wheat and rye and causes
atrophy of the digestive and absorp-
tive cells of the intestine. Symptoms
include stunted growth, distended
abdomen, and pale frothy foul
smelling stools. Medical name:
gluten enteropathy.

coelloscopy (see-li-0s-kbpi) n. the
technlique of Introducing an endo-
scope through an inclsion in the ab
dominal wall (o examine the in
testines and other organs within the
abdominal cavity.

coenzyme (koh-en-zym) a. a non
prolein organic compound that, in
the presence of an enzyme, plays an
essentlal role in the reaction that is
catalysed by the enzyme.

coffee-ground vomlit (kolce
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grownd) n. vomit conlaining gastric
Juices and small dark fragmenis of
partly digested blood, Indicating
slow bleeding in the upper gas-
trointestinal tract.

Cogan's syndrome (koh-génz)n.
adisorder in which keratitis and ir}-
docyclitis (see uvellls) are associ-
ated with tinnitus, vertigo, and bi-
lateral sensorlneural deafness. [D.
G. Cogan (1908-93), US ophthalmol-
oglst)

ceognition (kog-nlsh-dn) 5. a group
of mental activities (Including per-

ulatlon of semen. See also orgasm.
—coltal adj.

col- (coll-, colo-) prefix denoting
the colon.

colchlcine (kol-chl-seen)n. adrug
oblained from the meadow salfron
(Colchicum autumnale), adminls-
tered by mouth to relieve paln in at-
tacks of gout and to prevent attacks
of polyserositis.

cold (common cold) (kohld) n. a
widespread infeclious virus discase
causlng inflammation of the mu-
cous membranes of the nose, throat,
and bronchial tubes. S in-

ception. recognition, and jud, )
that leads (o awareness of an object
or sliuatlon. Compare conatlon.
-cognitive (kog-ni-tiv) ad/.
aognitive psychology n. the
school of psychology concerned
with the ways In which knowledge
Is acquired, stored, correlated. and
retrieved, by studylng the mental
processes underlying attentlon, con-
vept formatlon, information pro-
cessing, memory, and speech.
oognitive therapy n. a form of
psychotherapy based on the belief
that psychologlcal problems are the
products of faully ways of thinking
nbout the world. The Lherapist as-
uists the patient to identifly these
Inlse ways of thinking and to avoid
them.
ooitus (sexual Intercourse,
oopulation) (koh-lt-is) n. sexual
contact between a man and a
woman during which the erect
penls enters Jhe vagina and is
moved within it by pelvic thrusis
until ejaculation occurs. c. inferrup-
tus an unreliable contraceptive
method in which the penis is re-
moved from the vagina before ejac-

clude a sore throat. stufty or runny
nose, headache, cough, and general
malalse.

cold sore 5. see herpes (simplex).

colectomy (kd-lek-témi) n. surgl-
cal removal of the colon (fotai c.) or
a segment of the colon (partial c.).
See also hemicolectomy, procto-
colectomy.

colestipol (kd-les-U-pol) 2. a drug
that binds blle aclds (see bile-acld
sequestrant). It is administercd by
mouth to lower cholesterol levels in
the blood In patlents with hyperlip-
Idaemia and primary hypercholes-
terolaemia. Trade name: Colestid.

colestyramine (cholestyra-
mine) (koll-sty-ri-meen) n. a drug
that binds bile acids (see bile-acid
sequestrant). It is administered by
mouth to relieve conditions due lo
irritant effects of bile acids (such as
the itchlng that occurs In obstruc-
tive jaundice), o treat dlarrhoea,
and to lower blood levels of choles-
terol and other fats. Trade names:
Questran, Questran Light.

colle (kol-ik) n. severe abdominal
pain, usually of fluctuating sever-
ity. with waves of pain seconds or a
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n. an obsolete

that is common among babies, due
to wind In the intestine associated
with feeding difficultles. intestinal
¢. colic due to partial or complete ob-
struction of the Intestine or to con-
stipation. Medical names: enteral-
gla, tormina. See aiso biliary
(calic).

coliform bacteria (kol-i-form) p/.
n. a group of Gram-negative rodlike
bacteria that are normally found in
the gastrointestinal tract and fer-
ment the sugar lactose. It includes
the genera Enterobacter, Esche-
richia, and Klebsiella.

collstin (ko-list-in) n. an antibiotic
administered by mouth o slerillze
the bowel before surgery. Trade
name: Colomycin.

colitis (ké-ly-11s) 7. iInflammation of
the colon. The usual symptoms are
diarrhoea, sometimes wlth blood
and mucus, and lower abdomlinal

term for connective-tissue disease.

collar bone (kol-cr) n. seeclavicle.

collateral (ké-lat-er-al) 1. adj. ac-
cessory or secondary. 2. n. a branch
(e.g. of a nerve fbre) that is at right
angles to the main part.

collateral circulation n. 1. anal-
ternative route provided for the
blood by secondary vessels when a
primary vessel becomes blocked. 2.
the channels of communication be-
tween the blood vessels supplying
the heart.

Colles’ fracture (kol-iss) . sce
fracture. (A. Colles (1773-1843). Irish
surgeon)

collodlon (ké-1oh-didn) n. a syrupy
solution of nitrocellulose In a mix-
ture of alcohol and ether. When ap
plied to minor wounds it evaporates
to leave a thin clear transparent
skin. Flexible collodion also con-
talns and castor oil, which

pain. ischaemic c. colllls caused by
partial or temporary cessation of
blood supply to the colon. mucous c.
see Irritable bowel syndrome.
pseudomembranous c. colitls caused
by overgrowth of the normal popu-
lation of Clostridium difficile, which
Is a complicatlon of therapy wlth
some antiblotics. ulcerative c. (UC,
idiopathic proctocolitis) colitis of
varying severily in which the rec-
tum (see proctitis) as well as a vary-
Ing amount of the colon b in-

allow the skin lo stretch n little
more.

collold (kol-oid) n. a mixture in
which particles of one component
(diameter 104-10* mm) are dis-
persed in a continuous phase of an-
other component. —colloldal adj.

collyrlum (ko-leer-lim) 5. a med:
icated solution used to bathe the
eyes.

coloboma (kolo-boh-mé) n. (pi.
colobomata) a defect in the deve):

Named and ulcerated; its cause is
unknown.

collagen (kol-3-Jin) n. a protein
that is the principal constituent of
white fibrous connective tissue (as
occurs in tend Coll is also

of the eye abnor-
malities ranging In severity from a
notch In the lower part of the irls,
makIing the pupll pear-shaped, to de-
fects behind the iris In the fundus.
The enlarged pupil causes dazzle

found in skin, bone, cartilage, and
ligaments.

Sydip
colon (koh-l6n) A. the main part of
the large inlestine, which conslsts
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of four sectlons - the ascending,
transverse, descending, and sigmoid
colons (see Lllustration). The colon
absorbs large amounts of water and
clectrolytes from the undigested
food passed on from the small Intes-
tlne. At intervals strong perlstaliic
movements move the dehydrated
contents (lfaeces) lowards the rec-
tum. —colonic (koh-lon-ik) adj.

descending colon
transverse colon

splenic flexure

colon
appendix

ascending colon

oolonic Irrigation n. washing out
the contents of the large bowe! by
means of coplous enemas, using ei-
ther water, with or withoul soap, or
nther medication.

golonoscopy (koh-1dn-os-kdpi) 1. a
procedure for examining the inte-
rior of the entire colon and recium
using a flexible llluminated fibre-

colp-

optic instrument (colonoscope) in-
troduced through the anus.
colony (kol-dnl) n. a discrete popu-
lation or mass of microorganisms,
usually bacteria, all of which are
consldered to have developed from a
single parent cell. See also culture.
colorimeter (kul-6-rim-it-er) n. an
instrument for determining the
concentrailon of a particular com-
pound In a preparation by compar-
Ing the intenslty of colour in it with
that in a standard preparatlon of
known concentralion.
colostomy (kd-lost-5mi) n. a sur-
glcal operation in which a part of
the colon Is brought through the ab-
domInal wall and opened in order
to draln or decompress (he inles-
tine. The colostomy may be tempo-
rary, evenlually being closed to re-
store continuity; or permancnt,
usually when the rectum or lower
colon has been removed.
cojostrum (kd-los-triim) n. the first
secretion from the breast, occurring
shortly after, or sometimes before,
blirth, prior to the secretion of true
milk. It Is a relatlvely clear fluld
containing serum, white blood cells,
and protective antibodies.
colour blindness (kul-er) n. any
of various conditions in which cer-
tain colours are confused with one
another. True lack of colour appre-
clation is extremely rare (see mono-
chromat); the most common type of
colour blindness is red-blindness
(see Daltonism). See also deutera-
nopia, tritanopia.
! flow ultr d imag-
Ing n. see Doppler ultrasound.
colp- (colpo-) prefix denoting the
vagina.
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colpitis (kol-py-is) n. inlammatlon
of the vagina. See vaginitis.

colpohysterectomy (kol-poh-
hiss-ter-ek-tdmi) n. surglcal re-
moval of lhe uterus through the
vagina. See hysterectormny.

colpoperineorrhaphy (kol-poh-
pe-ri-ni-o-rif) n. an operatlon lo re-
pair lears In the vagina and the
muscles surrounding its opening,
particularly posterlorly.

colporrhaphy (kol-po-rafl) n. an
operation deslgned (o remove lax
and redundant vaginal lissue and so
reduce the diameter of the vagina
In cases of prolapse of the anterior
vaginal wall (anterior c.) or poste-
rior vaginal wall (posterior c.).

p p (vag pe)
(kol-poh-skohp) n. an instrument
that s Inserted Into the vagina and
permits visual examinailon of the
cervix and the upper part of the
vagina (vaginal vault). —colpos-
copy (kol-pos-kdpl) n.

colposuspension (kol-poh-su:
spen-shdén) n. a surgical operation
in which the upper part of the vagl-
nal wall Is fixed o the anterlor ab-
dominal wall by unabsorbable su-
ture materlal. Performed (hrough
an abdominal inclsion, this sling op-
erallon is used in the surgical treat-
ment of prolapse of the vaginal wall,
parlicularly when stress Inconti-
nence exlsis. See aiso Stamey pro-
ure.
colpotomy (kol-pot-dm)) n. an in-
cision made into the wall of the
vagina. This was formerly used (o
confirm the dlagnosis ol cctopic
pregnancy, but has now been
largely superseded by laparoscopy.
column (kol-im) n. (In anatomy)
any pillar-shaped structure, espe-

cially any of the tracts of grey mal
{er found in the spinal cord.

coma (koh-mid) n. a state of un
rousable unconsciousness.

comatose (koh-ma-tohs) adj. ina
state of coma: unconscious.

combined therapy (kom-bynd)
n. therapy that comblnes severnl
types of treatment in order to im
prove results. I{ is usually a comhl
nation of surgery with radiotherapy
and/or chemotherapy for the treat
menl of mallgnant tumours (see u
juvant therapy). See also sandwich
therapy.

comedo (kom-i-doh) n. (pl. com:
adones) see blackhead.

commando operation (kd-mahn
doh) . a major operation performi
to remove a malignant tumour from
the head and neck. Extensive dix
sectlon, oflen involving the face, is
followed by reconstruction to re
stare function and cosmetlc accept
abllity.

commensal (kd-men-sal) n. anm
ganism that lives in close associa
tion with another of a differem
species without elther harming o
benefiting it. Compare symbiosix
—commensalism n.

comminuted fracture (kom |
new-tid) . see fracture.

Commission for Health Im-
provement (CHI) (ké-mish-on:
n. an independent inspectorate, cov
ering England and Wales, that wm
set up in 1999 to ensure that govern
ment standards set through il
health policies, national service
frameworks, and the National Insil
tute of Clinlcal Excellence (NICF)
are belng met.

commissure (kom-iss-yoor) n. 1. n
bundle of nerve flbres that crossen



»
 the midline of the central nervous
:gystem, often connecting similar
tructures on each side. 2. any
ther tissue connecting two similar
3elructures,
mmotlo retinae (ké-moh-shi-
'oh ret-i-nee) n. swelling of the retina
. associated with sudden reduction of
" vision, usually resulting from blunt
.lrauma to the eye.

ey

compatlbliity

ing and Midwlfery Councl! in order
{o practise; this requires regular re-
Iresher courses 1o supplement the
basic qualification of Registered

fidwife (RM). C: ity mid-
wives are atlached to hospital ob-
stetric units and their work in-
cludes home deliverles and
antenatal and postnalal care in the
communlty.

(con-
taglous disease, Infectious

‘disease) (ké-mew-nik-ibal) n.
any disease that can be transmitied
from one person to another. This
may occur by direct physical con-
tact, by common handling of a con-
taminated object (see fomes), via a
disease carrler, or by spread of in-
fecled droplets exhaled Into the air.

community health (k6-mew-nitl)
n. preventive services, mainly out-
side the hospltal, involving the sur-
veillance of special groups of the
population, such as preschool and
school children, women, and the el-
derly, by means of routine clinical
assessmenl and screening tests. See
also child health clinic.

Community Health Council
{CHC) u. (formerly, in Brilaln) a
group of local residents appointed
1o volce the views of patients in re-
lation to the Natlonal Health Ser-
vice.

community hospltal n. see hos-
pital.

community medicine 1. see pub-
lic health medicine.

ocommunlity midwife (domicll-
{ary midwife) n. (in Britain) a reg-
{stered nurse with speclal tralning
In midwifery (both hospital and
domiclliary practiet). The midwlife
musl be registered with the Nurs-

nurses pl. n. (in
Britaln) a generic term for health
visitors, communlty midwives. dis-
trict nurses, and community psy-
chlatric nurses. See also domiclllary
services.

community paediatriclan n. a
consultant In paedlatrics wlith spe-
clal responsibility for the care of
children outslde the hospital. See
also community health.

community physiclan n. see pub-
1ic health physician.

community services pl. n. see
domiciliary services.

community trust n. an NHS trust
that Is concerned with the provision
of community health services and,
In some locations, mental health
services.

compartment (kdm-pari-mént) n.
any one of the spaces in a limb that
are bounded by bone and thick
sheets of fascia and contain the mus-
cles and other (Issues of the limb. c.
syndrome swelling of the muscles in
a compartment, which raises the
pressure within so that the blood
supply to the muscle is cut off, caus-
Ing ischaemia and furiher swelling.
1t Is caused by trauma, damage 10
blood vessels, reperfusion after Is-
chaemia, or tight casts or bandages.
See also Volkmann’s contracture.

compatibility (kdm-pati-bil-iti) n.



compensation

the degree to which the body’s de-
fence systems will tolerale Lhe pres-
ence of Intruding foreign material,
such as blood when transfused or a
kidney when transplanted. Compare
incompatibility. See also histocom-
palibility, immunity. —compat-
tble adj.
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complement fixation n. the bind-
ing of complement to the complex
that Is formed when an antibody re-
acts with a specific antigen. Because
complement is taken up from the
serum only when such a reactlon
has occurred, testing for the pres-
ence of complement afler mixing a

L4 tion  (kom-p: y:
shdn) n. 4. the act of making up for
a functional or eruclural defi-
ciency. For fon

lon of a known organism
with a patient’s serum can give con-
firmation of Infection with a sus-
pected or i

for the loss of a diseased kidney is
brought about by an increase in slze
of the remalning kidney, so restor-
ing the urine-producing capacity. 2.
(in psychoanalysis) the act of exag-
gerating an approved character
tralt to make up for a weakness in
an opposite (rait.

complement (kom-pli-ménl) n. a
system of proteins thal interact with
one another to ald the body's de-
fences when antlbodles comblne
with antigens. See a/so Immunity.

P y
(kom-pli-ment-arl) n. various forms
of therapy that are viewed as com-
plementary to convenuonal medl
cine. Previously,

complex (kom-pleks) n. (in
psychoanalysls) an emotionally
charged and repressed group of
ideas and bellefs that is capable of
influencing an Individual’s behav-
jour.

complication (kom-pli-kay-shdn)
n. a disease or condition arising dur-
ing the course of or as a conse-
quence of another disease.

compos mentlis (kom-pds men-
Lis) ad]}. of sound mind; sane,

compress (kom-press) 1. a pad of
materlal soaked in hol or cold water
and applied to an injured part of the
body to relleve the pain of Inflam-
mation.

therapies were regarded as an al
ternative to conventlonal theraples,
and the {wo types were considered
to be mutually exclusive (hence the
former names alternative medicine
and fringe medicine). However,
many practitioners now have dual
training in conventional and com-
plementary therapies. There is very
limited provislon for complemen-
tary medicine within the confines
of the National Health Service. See
acupuncture, aromatherapy, chiro-
practic, homeopathy, naluropathy,
osteopathy, reflexology, reikl.

d alr ilinees (cals-
con disease) (kdm-prest) n. a
syndrome occurring In people work-
ing under high pressure In diving
bells or at great depths with breath:
Ing apparatus. On return to normal
atmospheric pressure nitrogen dis-
solved In the bloodstream expands
1o form bubbles, causing paln (the
bends) and blocking the circulalion
in small blood vessels in the brain
and elsewhere (decompression sick-
ness). Symptoms may be eliminated
by returning the victim to a higher
atmospheric pressure and reducing
this gradually.
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compresslon (kém-presh-6n) n.
the state in which an organ, tissue,
or part is subject to pressure. cer-
ebral c. pressure on brain tissue
from a cerebral tumour, intracra-
nial haemaloma, etc. c. venography
see venography.

compulslon (kém-pul-shdn) n. an
obsession that {akes the form of a
molor act, such as repetitive wash-
ing based on a fear of contamina-
tion.

pulsory ad (kom-

pul-ser-i) a. (in Britain) the entry
and detention of a person within an
institutlon without his consent, ei-
ther because of mental illness (see
Mental Health Acts) or severe social
deprivalion and sell-neglect (see Sec-
tlon 47). Compare voluntary admis-
slon.

computerized tomography
(CT) (kém-pew-(&-ryzd) n. a form
of X-ray examlnation in which the
X-ray source and delector (CT scan-
ner) rotate around the object to be
scanned and the information can be
used 1o produce cross-sectional im-
ages by computer (a CT scan). A
higher radtation dose Is recejved by
the palient than with some conven-
tlonal X-ray techniques, but the di-
agnostic Information oblained is far
greater and should cutweigh the
risk. CT scanning s particularly
useful in the head, chest, and ab-
domen.

conatlon (koh-nay-shén) a. the
group of menlal actlvities (Includ-
Ing drives, will, and instincts) that
leads to purposefulaction. Compare
cognition.

conception (kon-sep-shén) n. 1.
(in gynaecology) the start of preg-
nancy, when a male germ cell

conditioned reflex

(sperm) fertilizes a female germ cell
(ovum) in the Fallopian tube. 2. (in
psychology) an idea or mental im-
pression.

conceptus (kdn-sep-(is) n. the
products of conception: the devel-
oping felus and its enclosing mem-
brane at all stages in the uterus.

concha (konk-3) n. (pl. conchae)
(n y)any partr blinga
shell. c. guriculae a depression on
the outer surface of the pinna (aurl-
cle), which leads to the external au-
ditory mealus of the outer ear. See¢
also nasal (concha).

concordance (kon-hor-dénss) a.
simllarity of any physlcal charac-
teristic that is found In both of a
pair of twins.

concretion (kon-kree-shén) n. a
stony mass formed within such an
organ as the kldney, especlally the
coating of an Internal organ or a for-
elgn body with calcium salls. See
also calculus.

concusslon (kon-kush-6n) a. a
condition caused by injury to the
head, characterized by headache,
confusion, and amnesia. These
sy may be prol d and
constitule a post-concussional syn-
drome. See also (cerebral) conlusion,
punch-drunk syndrome.

condenser (kon-den-ser) n. (In mi-
croscopy) an arrangement of lenses
beneath the stage of a microscope. it
can be adjusted lo provide correct
focusing of light on the microscope
slide.

conditioned reflex (kén-dish-
dnd) n. a reflex In which the re-
sponse occurs not (o the sensory
stimulus thal normally causes it but
to a scparaie stimulus, which has
been learn( to be associated with it.
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conditloning (kon-dish-On-ing) n.
the establishment of new behaviour
by modifying the stimulus/response
associations.

condom (kon-dom) n. a sheath
made of latex rubber, plastic, or silk
that is fiited over the penis during
sexual intercourse. A condom Is a
reasonably reliable contraceptive;
it also protecls both partners
against sexually transmiited dis-
eases (including AIDS). female c. a
similar device for women, designed
to fit into the vagina.

conduct disorder (kon-dukt)n. a
repetitive and persistent pattern ol
aggressive or otherwise anlisocial
behaviour, It is usually recognized
in childhood or adolescence and can
lead to antisocial personality disor-
der. Treatment is usually with be-
havlour therapy or family therapy.

conduction (kon-duk-shén) n. 1.
(In physics) the process in which
heat ls transferred through a sub-
slance from reglons of higher to re-
glons of lower temperature. 2. (in
physlology) the passage of a nerve
Impulse.

conductor (kon-duk-ter) n. 1. (in
physics) a substance capable of
ransmitting heat (e.g. copper, sil-
ver) or electricity. 2, (In surgery)a
grooved surgical director.

condyte (kon-dil) n. a rounded pro-
tuberance that occurs at the ends of
some bones, e.g. the occipital bone,
and forms an articulation with an-
other bone.

condyloma (kon-di-loh-ma) n. (pl.
condylomata) a raised warllike
growlh. ¢. acuminatum (pl. condylo-
mata acuminata) a warl, caused by
humean papillomavirus. found on
the vulva, under the foreskin, or on
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the skin of the anal region. . latum
(pl. condylomata lata) a flat plaque
occurring in the anogenital region
in the secondary stage of syphilis.

cone (kohn) n. one of the two types
of light-sensitive cells in the retina
of the eye (compare rod). Cones are
essential for acute vision and can
also distingulsh colours.

cone blopsy n. surgical removal,
via a colposcope, of a cone-shaped
segment of tissue from the cervix of
the uterus. It may be performed if a
cervical smear reveals evidence of
cervical intraepithelial neoplasia
(see CIN): the afTected tissue Is re-
moved and examlned mlcroscopi-
cally for confirmation of the diag-
nosls.

confabulation (kon-fab-yoo-lay-
shdn) n. the invention of clrcum-
slantial but fictitlous detall about
events supposed (o have occurred in
the past. Usually this is lo disguise a
loss of memory; it typically occurs
in KorsakofT's syndrome.

confection (kén-fek-shon) a. (in
pharmacy) a sweet substance that
Is combined with a medicinal prepa-
ration to make it sultable for ad-
ministration.

conflict (kon-flikt) . (In psychol-
ogy) the state produced when a stim-
ulus produces two opposlng reac-
tions. Conflict has been used to
explain the development of neurotic
disorders, and the resolution of con-
flict remains an important part of
psychoanalysis. See also conversion.

congenlital (kén-jen-IU']) adj. de-
scribing a condition that s recog-
nized at birth or that is belleved to
have been present since birth, Con-
genital malformations include all
disorders present at birth whether
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they are inherited or caused by an
environmental factor.
congenital adrenal hyperpla-
sla (CAH) . a family of autoso-
mal recessive genellc disorders
causing decreased acllvity of any of
the enzymes involved In the syn-
thesis of cortisol from cholesterol.
Adrenal hyperplasla occurs due to
excesslve stimulation of the glands
by ACTH (adrenocorticotrophic
hormone) in response 1o the corti-
sol deficlency. The most serious
consequence is adrenal crisis
and/or severe salt wasting due to
lack of cortisol and/or aldosterone.
The condltion ls often easler to spot
at birth in females, who may exhibit
ambiguous genltalia due to high lev-
els of testoslerone in utero.
congenital dislocation of the
hip (CDH) n. an abnormality of the
hip jolnt, present at birth, in which
the head of the femur is displaced
or easily displaceable Irom the ac-
etabulum. which is poorly devel-
oped. Tt frequently afTects both hip
Joinls. See also Barlow's manoeuvre,
Ortolani manoeuvre.
heart di

conjunctivitis

raised Iniracranial pressure: it is
usually immediately fatal.
conlzation (ko-ny-zay-shdn) . sur-
glcal removal of a cone of tissue.
The technigque is commonly used in
excising a portion of the cervix
(neck) of the uterus (see cone biopsy)
for the ireatment of cervicitis or
early cancer (carcinoma in situ).
conjoined twins (kdn-joind) pl.
n. see Siamese twins.
conjugate (conjugate dlam-
eter, true conjugate) (kon-jig-
it) n. the distance between the front
and rear of the pelvis measured
from the most prominent part of the
sacrum to the back of the publc sym-
physis. It is estimated by subtract-
Ing 1.3-1.9 cm [rom the distance
belween the lower edge of the sym-
physis and the sacrum (the diagonal
c.). If the true conjugate is less than
aboul 10.2 cm, delivery of an Infant
through the nalural passages may
be difflcult or impossible.
conjunctiva (kon-junk-ty-vd)n. the
dellcale mucous membrane that
covers the front of the eye and lines
the Inside of the eyellds. —con-
Junctival ad).

g n. see
blue baby.

congestlon (kon-jes-chdn) n. an ac-
cumulation of blood within an
organ, which Is the resull of back
pressure within its velns (for exam-
ple congestion of the lungs and liver
occurs in heart fatlure).

Congo red (kon-goh) n. a dark-red
or reddish-brown plgment that be-
comes blue in acidic conditions. It is
used as a hislologlcal stain.

coning (kohn-ing) n. prolapse of the
brainstem through the foramen
magnum of the skull as a result of

J] (pink eye) (kon-
junk-ti-vy-Uis) n. Inflammation of
the conjunctiva, which becomes red
and swollen and produces a watery
or pus-contalning discharge. Con-
Junctivitls is caused by infection by
bacleria or viruses, allergy, or phys-
Ical or chemical Irritation. allergic
{or vernal) c. conjunctivilis of aller-
gleorigin, often associated with hay
fever or other forms of alopy. inclu-
sion ¢. a sexually transmitted form
of conjunctivitis caused by Chigmy-
dia trachomatis. It can be acquired
by newborn Infants as they pass
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through an infected birth canal. See
also trachoma, ophthalmia (neona-
torum).

connective tissue (kd-nek-tiv)n.
the tissue that supports, binds, or
separates more specialized tissues
and organs or functions as a pack-
ing tissue of the body. It consists of
an amorphous matrix of mu-
copolysaccharides (ground sub-
stance) in which may be embedded
while (collagenous), yellow (elastic),
and reticular fibres, fat cells, f-
broblasts, mast cells, and macro-
phages. Forms of connective tissue
include bone, cartilage, (endons, lig-
amentls, and adipose, areolar, and
elastic tissues.

connective-tissue disease 1.
any one of a group of diseases thal
are characterized by Inflammatory
changes in connective tissue. They
include dermatomyositis, systemic
and discold lupus erythematosus,
morphoea, polyarterilis nodasa, and
rheumatoid arthritis.

Conn's syndrome (konz)n. acon-
ditlon resulling from overproduc-
tlon of the hormone aldosterone
due to disease of the adrenal cortex.
See aldosteronism. [W. J. Conn
(1907- ), US physician])

1 ki

( g-win-itl)
n. relationship by blood: the shar-
Ing of a common ancestor within a
few generatlons.

t (kon-
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stresses the Importance of taking ac-
count of the objeclive effects or con-
sequences of one’s actions on other
people and on the overall situation.
vative ti it t (kon-

ser-vi-liv) n. treatment aimed at
preventing a condition from becom-
ing worse, in the expectatlon that
either natural healing will occur or
progress of the disease will be so
slow that no drastic (reatment will
be Juslified. Compare radical treat-
ment.

consolldation (kon-soli-day-shon)
n. 4. the state of the lung in which
the alveoli (air sacs) are filled with
fluid produced by inflamed tissue,
as in pneumonla. 2. the stage of re-
pair of a broken bone following cal-
lus formation, during which the cal-
lus is transformed by osteoblasts
into mature bone.

constipation (kon-sti-pay-shon) n.
a conditlon in which bowel evacua-
tions occur infrequently, or in
which the faeces are hard and small.
or where passage of faeces causes
difTiculty or pain. Recurrent or long-
slanding constipatlon is treated by
increasing dietary fibre (roughage),
laxatives, or enemas.

constrictor (kon-strik-ter) n. any
muscle Lthat compresses an organ or
causes a hollow organ or pari to con-
tract.

consultant (kon-sul-t'nt) n. a fully
lrained specialist in a branch of

sen-siis) n. a style of
praclised in the National Health
Service, in which mullldlsclplmary
management teams make d

who total respon-

sibllity for patient care.
P (hor p-shon) n.
any di 3 wasting of tis-

based on discussion and mutual
agreement.

consequentlalism (kon-si-kwen-
shil-izm) n. an ethical approach that

sues, especlally (formerly) pul-
monary tuberculosis. —consump-
tive adj.

contact (kon-takt) n. transmission
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of an infectlous disease by touching
or handling an infected person or
animal (direct ¢.) or by inhaling air-
borne droplets, etc., ining the

contrast medium

the clothing and connected to the
skin by a lube and a ine needle.
continuous positive alrways

infectlve microorganism (indirect
c).

contact lenses pl. n. glass or plas-
tlc lenses worn directly against the
eye, separated from it only by a film
of tear fluld. Contact lenses are used
mainly in place of glasses (o correct
errors of refraction, but they may
be used for protection in some types
of corneal disease.

contaglous disease (kén-tay-
Jus) n. originally, a disease trans-
milted only by direct physical con-
tacl; now usually taken Lo mean any
communicable disease.

continent diversion (kon-ti-nént
dy-ver-shén) n. the diversion and
collectlon of urine, usually alter cys-
tectomy, by construcling a reservoir
or pouch from a section of small or
large intestine or a combination of
both. This can be emptled by
catheterization via a small sloma; a
urinary drainage bag is nol re-
quired.

continuing professional de-
velopment (CPD) (kon-iin-yoo-
ing) n. the concept that learning
continues throughout one's life,
both through educational courses
and work experience and practice.
Individuals are encouraged to iden-
tify their personal learning needs
and to assess their progress in dy-
namic wayy. <

pump (kén-tin-yoo-us) n. a device
to deliver a continuous infusion of
fast-acting insulin to the body in-
stead of using repeated Injections
throughout the day. It is worn under

[ e (CPAP) n. an air pres-
sure in the range 530 cm H,0
(1.2-7.5 mPa). It can be applied lo the
upper alrways using a full face
mask or a nasal mask only (NnCPAP).
It is used in high-dependency units
to optimize oxygen delivery to pa-
tients who are being weaned from °
venillators and on patients at home
with sleep apnoea syndrome.

contra- prefix denoting agalnst or
opposite.

contraception (kon-trd-sep-shdn)
n. the prevention of unwanted preg-
nancy. See coilus (interruptus), con-
dom, dlaphragm, IUCD, IUS, oral
contraceptive, postcoital (contra-
ception), rhythm method, sterlliza-
tion. —contraceptive adj., n.

contraction (kdn-trak-shén) n. the
shortening of a muscle In response
(0 a motor nerve inpulse, This gen-
erates {enslon in the muscle, usu-
ally causing movement.

contracture (kon-trak-cher) n. Ni-
brosis of skeletal muscle or connec:
tive tissue producing shortening
and resulting In deformity of a joint.
See also Dupuytren’s contracture,
Volkmann's contracture.

contralndication (kon-rd-in-di-
kay-shon) n. any factor In a pa-
tient’s condition that makes It un-
wlse to pursue a certain llne of
trealment.

contralateral (kon-ird-lat-er-al)
adj. on or afTecting the opposite side
of the body.

contrast medium (contrast
agent) (kon-trahst) . a substance
administered to enhance the visi-
bllity of structures (i.e. Increase the



contrecoup

contrasl) during imaging. pesitivec.
m. a contrast agent (e.g. barium sul-
phale) that increases the density of
a structure in radjography. negative
¢. m. a contrast agent (e.g. gas) that
decreases the density of a structure
in radlography. magnetic resonance
¢. m. a contrast agent that i
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merly as conversion hysteria, in
which a conflict or need manifests
itselfas an organlic dysfunction or a
physlcal sympiom, such as blind-
ness, dealness, loss of sensation, gait
abnormalitles, or paralysis of vari-
ous parts of the body. None of these
can be d for by organic dis-

elther a positive contrast atom (usu-
ally gadolinjum) to Increase the sig-
nal or a negative contrast atom
(such as iron) to decrease it. uitra-
sound c. m. a contrast medium con-
sisting of tiny (1-10 pm diameter)
bubbles of gas, which rellect back
the sound waves strongly.

contrecoup (kon-tré-koo) n. injury
of a part resulting from a blow on
ils opposite side. This may happen,
(or example, Ifa blow on the back of
the head causes the front of the
brain to be pushed against the inner
surface of the skull.

controlled drug (CD) (kon-
trohld) n. see Misuse of Drugs Act
1971.

contusion (kdn-tew-zhdn) n. see
bruise. cerebral c. brulsing of the
brain, resulting from head injury or
surgery. Clinical signs range [rom
concusslon to coma, reflecting the
severity of the trauma.

convectlon (kon-vek-shdn) n. the
transfer of heat through a liquid or
gas by movement of the heated por-
Lions of the liquid or gas.

convergence (kdn-ver-jéns) n. in-
ward turning of the eyes to achleve
fuslon of separate Images during
near vision.

converslon (kdn-ver-shén) a. (in
psychlalry) the expression of con-
Nict as physical symploms.

conversion disorder n. a
psychological disorder, known for-

ease.

convolution (kon-vé-loo-shon) n. a
folding or (wisting, such as one ol
the many that cause the fissures,
sulci, and gyri of the surface of the
cerebrum.

convulslon (kon-vul-shén) 2. an in-
voluntary contraction of the mus-
cles produclng contortlon of the
body and limbs. Rhythmic convul:
sions of the limbs are a feature of
major epllepsy. febrile c. an epilep-
tle-type selzure assoclated with a
fever, which affects Infants and
young children and is usually
caused by a viral Infection.

Cooley's anaemla (koo-liz) 2. see
thalassaemia. [T. B. Cooley (1871-
1945), US paedlalrician)

Coombs’ test (koomz) n. a means
of detecting rhesus antibodies on
the surface of red blood cells that
precipitate proteins (globulins) in
the blood serum. The test is used
in the diagnosis of haemolytic
anaemia. [R. R. A. Coombs (1921-- ),
British immunologist]

COPD n. see chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease.

co-phenotrope (koh-fen-6-trohp)
n. a drug adminlstered by mouth in
the (reatment of diarrhoca. It con-
sists of a mixture of diphenoxylate
hydrochloride (an opioid that ro
duces peristalsis) and atropine
(which relaxes the smooth muscle
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of the gut) in a ratio of 100 to 1. Trade
names: Lomotit, Tropergen.

copper sulphate (kop-er) n. a salt
of copper that, In solution, has been
used as a fungicide and is a con-
stituent of Fehling's and Benedict's
solutlons, used to test for the pres-
ence of glucose in the urine. For-
mula: CuSO,.

copr- {copro-) prefix denoting fae-
ces.

coprolalia (kop-rd-lay-lid) n. the
repetitive speaking of obscene
words. It can be involuntary, as part
of the Gilles de la Tourelte syn-
drome.

coprolith (kop-ro-lith) n. a mass of
hard faeces within the colon or rec-
tum, due to chronic constlpatlon. It
may become calcifled.

yrin (kop-ré-por-il-rin)

n. a porphyrin compound that is
formed during the synthesls of pro-
toporphyrin IX. Coproporphyrin is
excreted in the faeces in hereditary
coproporphyria.

co-proxamol (koh-proks-i-mol) n.
an analgesic drug consisting of a
combinatlon of the drug paraceta-
mol and (he weakly narcotlc drug
dextropropoxyphenc. It Is adminis-
tered by mouth. Trade names: Dls-
taigesic, Paxalgesic.

copulation (kop-yoo-lay-shdn) n.
see coitus.

cor (kor) n. the hearl. c. pulmonale
enlargement of the righl ventricle
of the heart resulting from dlsease
of the lungs or pulmonary arieries.

coracold process (ko-rid-koid) n.
a beakllke process that gurves up-
wards and forwards from the top of
the scapula, over the shoulder jolnt.

eord (kord) n~. any long flexible
structure, which may be solid or

tubular. Examples include the sper-
matic cord, spinal cord, umbllical
cord, and vocal cord.

cordectomy (kor-dek-t5mi) n. sur-
glcal removal of a vocal cord or,
more usually, a piece of the vocal
cord (partiai c.).

cordocentesls (kor-doh-sen-tee-
sis) n. the removal of a sample of
fetal blood by inserting a hollow
needle through the abdominal wall
of a pregnant woman, under ultra-
sound guldance, into the umbilical
vein. The blood is subjected to chro-
mosome analysls and biochemical
and other tests to determine the
presence of abnormalitles. See also
prenatal dlagnosls.

cordotomy (chordotomy) (kor-
dot-5mi) n. a surglcal procedure for
the rellef of severe and persistent
pain In the pelvis or lower limbs, In
which the (racts of the spinal cord
transmittlng the sensation of pain
to consciousness are severed in the
cervical (neck) region.

corium (kor-lim) . see dermis.

com (korn) 2. an arca of hard thick-
ened skin on or between the loes:
a type of callosity produced by iil-
fitting shoes.

comea (korn-id) n. the transparent
clreular part of the front of the eye-
ball. It refracts the lighl entering the
eye onto the lens, which then fo-
cuses it onto the retina. —comeal
(korn-14l) adj.

commneal graft n. see keratoplasty.

corneal topography n. see lopog-
raphy.

cornification (kor-ni-fi-kay-shén)
n. see keratinization.

comu (kor-new) n. (pl. comua) (in
anatomy) a horn-shaped structure.
See also horn.



corona

corona (kd-roh-nid) n. a crown or
crownlike siructure. c. capitis the
crown of the head.

coronal (ko-ré-nil) adj. relatlng o
ihe crown of the head or of a tooth.
c. plane the plane that divides the
body into dorsal and ventral parts. c.
sufure the immovable joint between
the frontal and parietal bones (see
skull).

coronary anglography (ko-rdn-
er-i) n. see angiography.

coronary arterles pl. n. the ar-
terles supplying blood to the heart.
They arise from the aorta, just
above the aortic valve, and form
branches that enclrcle the heart.

coronary artery bypass graft
(CABQ@) n. an operation in whicha
segment of a coronary artery nar-
rowed by atheroma |s bypassed by
an autologous section of heallhy
saphenous veln or internal mam-
mary artery at thoracotomy. The
improved blood Now resulting from
one or more such grafls relieves
angina pectoris and reduces the risk
of myocardlal infarction.

coronary care n. a type of inten-
sive care developed in order o pro-
vide for the needs of critically ill and
Immedialely postoperalive patients
with cardiac and coronary arlery
disease. ¢. ¢. unit (CCU) a designated
ward in a hospltal in which coro-
nary care is given. See intensive

care.
y heart di (CHD)
n. see lschaemlc heart disease.
bosls 7. Lhe for- corp

144

who presides at an inquest, who
must be either a medical practl-
tioner or a lawyer of at least five
years standing.
coronold process (ko-ton-oid) n.
1. a process on the upper end of the
ulna. It forms part of the noich that
artlculates with the humerus. 2. the
process on the ramus of the
mandible to which the temporalis
muscle is attached.
corpus (kor-piis) n. (pl. corpora)
nny mass of tissue that can be dis-
d from its surr di c
mllosum the broad band of nervous
tissue that connects the iwo cer-
ebral hemispheres. c¢. cavernosum
elther of a palr of cylindrical blood
sinuses that form the erectile tissue
of the penis and clitoris. c. lufeum
the glandular tissue in the ovary
that forms at the site of a ruptured
Graallan [ollicle after ovulation. It
secretes the hormone progesterone,
which prepares the uterus for im-
plantation. If Implantation falls the
corpus luteum degenerates. If an
embryo becomes implanted the cor-
pus luteum conlinues to secrete
progesterone until the fourth month
of pregnancy. ¢. spengiosum the
blood sinus that surrounds Lhe
urethra of the male. Together with
the corpora cavernosa, it forms the
erectile tissue of the penis. ¢. strig-
tum the part of the basal ganglia in
the cerebral hemispheres of the
brain consisting of the caudate nu-

cleus and the lentiform nucleus.

matlon ofa blood clot (thrombus) in
the coronary artery, which ob-
structs the flow of blood to the heart.
See myocardial infarction.
coroner (ko-rdn-er) n. the officlal

(kor-pils-0l) 2. any small
partlcle, cell, or mass of tissue,

corrective (ko-rek-tiv) n. any drug
or agenl that modifles the action of
another substance.

Corrigan's pulse (water-ham-
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mer pulse) (ko-riginz) n. a pulse
characterized by an Initial surge fol-
lowed by a sudden collapse, usually
due to aortic regurgitation. (Sir D. J.
Corrigan (1802-80), Irish physician]

cortex (kor-eks) n. (pl. cortices)
the outer part of an organ, situated
Immediately beneath lts capsule or
outer membrane. —cortieal (kor-
Ui-kal) adj.

cortical Lewy body disease n.
see Lewy bodies.

cortlcosterold (corticold) (kor-
ti-koh-steer-oid) n. any steroid hor-
mone synthesized by the adrenal
cortex. See glucocorticoid, miner-
alocorticold.

corticotrophin (kor-ti-koh-troh-
fin) n. see ACTH.

corticotrophin-releasing hor-
mone (CRH) n. a peptide hypo-
thalamic hormone stimulating the
release of ACTH (adrenocorli-
colrophic hormone) from the an-
terior pltuitary. CR¥ fest a test In
which CRH is adminisiered intra-

cot death

and may cause serious side-effects
such as stomach ulcers and muscle
and bone damage.

Corynebacterlum (ko-ry-ni-bak-
teer-lim) n. a genus of Gram-
positive, mostly aeroblc, non.
motile rodlike bacteria. C. diph-
theriae (Klebs-Loeffler bacillus) the
causative organlsm of diphtheria. It
occurs in one of three forms: gravis,
intermedius. and mitis.

coryza (cold In the head) (ko
ry-za) n. a catarrhal Inflammation
of the mucous membrane in the
nose caused by ecither a cold or hay
fever. See also catarrh.

COSHH (control of substances
hazardous to health) n. (in oc-
cupalional health) legislation and
resulting regulations concerning
the dutles and responsibilltles of
employers and employees (0 ensure
thal hazardous substances used ina
workplace do nol alfect adversely
the operatives themselves or thelr

venously to analyse the ACTH re-
sponse, which is excessive in ¢ases
of primary adrenal fallure and sup-
pressed In cases of anterior hypo-
pituitarism,

cortisol (kor-tf-sol) n. a sleroid hor-
mone: the major glucocorticold syn-
thesized and released by the human
adrenal cortex. It Is important for
normal carbohydrate metabolism
and for the noymal response to any
stress. See also hydrocortisone.

cortisone (kor-liz-ohn) n. a natu-
rally occurring corticosterold that
Is used mainly (o treat deficlency of
corlicosterald hormones in Addi-
son’s disease and followlIng surglcal
removal of the adrenal lands. It is
adminisiered by mouth or injection

cost- (costo-) prefix denoting the
rib(s).

costal (kos-t'l) adj. of or relating to
the ribs. c. cartilage a cartilage that
connects a rib to the breastbone
(sternum).

costlve (kost-iv) ad/. constipated.

cot death (sudden Iinfant
death syndrome, 81DS) (kot)
n. the sudden unexpecled death of
an Infant less than two years old
(peak occurrence belween two and
six hs) from an identifiable
cause. There appear to be many fac-
tors involved, the most lmportant of
which is the pasition in which the
baby Is lald to sleep: bables who
sleep on thelr fronts (Lthe prone po-
sition) have an increased risk.




co-trimoxazole

co-trl le (koh-tri-mok
d-zohl) n. an antibacterial drug
conslsting of sulfamethoxazole (a
sulphonamide) and trimethoprim.
Co-trimoxazole is taken by mouth
for trealing urinary-tract, respira-
tory-lract. and gastrointestinal in-
fections. Side-effects may be severe.
Trade name: Septrin.

cotyledon (kot-i-lee-ddn) n. any of
the major convex subdlvisions of
the mature placenta. Each coty-
ledon contains a major branch of
the umbilical blood vessels.

cotylold cavity (kot-i-loid) n. see
acetabulum.

coughing (kof-ing) n. a form of vio-
lent exhalation by which frritant
particles in the airways can be ex-
pelled. Medical name: tussis.

coulomb (koo-lom) n. the SI unit of
eleciric charge, equal 1o the quan-
tity of electricity transferred by 1
ampere in 1 second. Symbol: C.

counselling (kown-sél-ing) n. a
method of approaching psychologi-
cal difficulties in adjustment that
aims to help the client work out his
Oown problems.

-eKs-
Len-shon) n. traction on one part of
a limb. while the remainder of the
limb is held steady: used particu-
larly in the treatment of a [ractured
femur.

counterirritant (kownt-er-i-ri-t'ny)
n. an agenl, such as methyl salicy-
late, Lhat causes irritation when ap-
plied to the skin and Is used in order
1o relieve more decp-sealed pain or

k t
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uous pull is applied, for example, (o
a limb so that broken bones can be
kept in allgnment during healing.

Cowper's plands (bulbo-
urethral glands) (kow-perz) pi.
n. a pair of small glands that open
into the urethra at the base of the
penis. Thelr secretion contrlbutes
to the seminal fluid. (W. Cowper
(1666-1709), English surgeon)

cowpox (kow-poks) n. a virus in-
fection of cows’ udders, transmitled
to humans by dlrect contact, caus-
Ing very mild symptoms similar to
smallpox. An altack confers immu-
nlty to smallpox. Medical name:
vaccinla.

cox- (coxo-) prefix denoting the
hip.

coxa (koks-3) n. (pl. conne) 1. the
hip bone. 2. the hip joint. c. valga a
deformity of the hip joint in which
the angle between the neck and
shaf of the fernur is abnormally in-
creased. ¢. vara a deformity of the
hip joint In which the angle between
the neck and shaft of the femur is
abnormally decreased.

conalgia (koks-al-}Jid) n. 4. pain in
the hip joint. 2. disease of the hip
Joint.

COX-2 Inhibitor n. an antl-Inflam-
matory drug (see NSALD) that blocks
the action of the enzyme cyclo-
oxygenase 2 (COX-2), which medi-
ates the production of prostaglandin
at sites of inflammalion, especially
in joints. COX-2 inhibitors are used
in the wreatment of arthritis (see
celecoxib, rofecoxib).

C

1. 5
countertraction (kownt-er-trak-
shdn) a. the use of an opposing force
to balance that belng applied dur-
ing (raction, when a sirong contin-

kie virus (kok-sak-i) n.
one of a group of RNA-containing
viruses that are able to multiply in
the gaslroiniestinal tract (see ecn-
terovirus). Type A viruses generally
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cause less severe diseases, although
some cause meningitis and severe
throat infections. Type B viruses
cause inflammation or degeneration
of brain or heart tissue and they can
also attack the muscles of the chest
wall, the bronchl, pancreas, thyroid,
and conjunctiva. See aiso Bornholm
disease, hand, foot, and mouth dis-
ease.

CPAP 1. see continuous positive air-
ways pressure.

CPD n. see continuing professional
development.

C-peptlde n. a peplide (so-called be-
cause of its C shape) formed when
Insulin is produced from ils precur-
sor molecule, proinsulin. As It re-
mains delectable in the plasma
much longer than Insulin, it can be
more easily assayed as a marker of
the degree of Insulln secretion.

CPK 1. creatine phosphokinase: see
creatine (kinase).

CPN n. communlty psychlalric
nurse. See community nurses.

CPR n. see cardlopulmonary resus-
citation. :

crab louse (krab) a. see Phthirus.

cradle (kray-d'l) n. a framework of
metal strips or other material that
forms a cage over an Injured part of
the body of a patlent lying in bed, to
protect It from the pressure of the
bedclothes.

cradle cap 5. a common condition
in young bables in which crusiy
white or yellow scales form a ‘cap’
on the scalp. It is treated by apply-
ing oil or using a special shampoo
and usually resolves in the first year
of life, although it may represent the
start of seborrhoelc eczema.

cramp (kramp) /. prolonged painful
contraction of a muscle. It is some-

cranlosynostosis

1lmes caused by an imbalance of the
salts in the body, but is more often a
result of fatigue, imperfect posture,
or stress. occupational c. spasm in
the making it i ibleto
perform a specific task but allowing
the use of these muscles for any
other movement. toriter’s c. see dys-
tonia.

crank- {cranlo-) prefix denoting the
skull.

cranial nerves (kray-niil) pl. n.
the 12 pairs of nerves that arise dl-
rectly from the brain and leave the
skull through separate apertures.
Compare spinal nerves.

cranlometry (kray-ni-om-itri) n.
the science or practice of measur-
Ing the dUTerences In the size and
shape of skulls.

e b atinml

b Lagt 4 \ L ’
(kray-nl-op-agus) n. Stamese twins
unlted by thelr heads.

cranlopharyngloma (kray-ni-oh-
f&-rin)-1-oh-ma) n. a brain lumour
derlved from remnants of Rathke'’s
pouch, an embryologlc structure
from which the pituitary gland is
partly formed.

I h-sti-

cr (kray-ni
noh-sis) n. premature closing of the
sutures and fonlanelles between the
cranlal bones during development,
resulting in the skull remaining ab-
normally small. Compare cranio-
synostosis.

craniosynostosis (kray-nl-oh-sin-
os-toh-sis) a. premature fusion of
some of the cranial sutures, usually
belore birth, so that the skull is un-
able to expand in certain directions
to assume Its normal shape under
the influence of the growing brain.
The skull may become elongated
Irom (ront to back. broad and short,
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peaked (oxycephaly), or asy

tri-

(kree-at-i-neen) n. a sub-

cal. Compare cranlostenosis.

cranlotabes (kray-ni-oh-tay-beez)
n. abnormal thinness and brittle-
ness of the bones of the vault of the
skull, occurring In children with
rickets.

cranlotomy (kray-nl-ot-dmi) n. 1.
surgical removal of a portion of the
cranium, performed to expose Lhe
brain and meninges for inspection
or biopsy or to relieve excessive in-
tracranial pressure (as in a sub-
dural haematoma). 2. surgical per-
foration of the skull of a dead fetus
during dlfficult labour, so that de-
llvery may continue.

cranium (kray-niim) n. the part of
the skeleton that encloses the brain.
It conslsts of elght bones connected
{ogether by immovnble joints (see
skull). —cranial adj.

cream (kreem) 1. a preparation for
use on the skin consisting of an
emulslon of oil In water, whlch may

stance derived from creatine and
creatine phosphate in muscle. Cre-
atinine is excreled in the urine.
creatinuria (kree-al-in-yoor-id) n.
an excess of the nltrogenous com-
pound creatlne in the urine.
creatorrhoea (kree-at-d-ree-d) n.
the passage of excesslve nitrogen in
Lhe faeces due 1o failure of digestion
or absorption in the small intestine.
It is found particularly in pancre-
allc failure. See cystic fibrosis, pan-
creatills.
Crodb’l method (krnydnyz) na
ique for lling the
from the uterus. With the uterus
contracted, downward pressure is
applied Lo the uterus through the ab-
dominal wall in the directlon of the
birth canal. This methed has now
been largely replaced by the Brandt
Andrews method. [K. S. F. Credé
(1819-92), German gynaecologist]
cmm Accumulation Transfer

or may not dlcation. It
rubs Into the skin easily, tends lo
dry the skin, and also contains
preservatlves, which may be aller-
genic. Compare olntment.
creatine (kree-d-teen) n. a product
of protein metabolism found in mus-
cle. c. kinase (CK, c. phosphokinase,
CPK) an enzyme Involved In the
breakdown of creatine to creatinlne,
isomers of which orlginate in the
brain and thyrold, skeletal muscle,
and heart. Damage {o these tissues
resulis in Increased levels of the iso-
mer In the serum. c. phosphate

(kred-it) n. see CATS.

emplng eruption (larva mi-
grans) (kreep-ing) a. a skin dis-
ease caused eflher by larvae of
nematode worms (e.g. Ancylostoma
braziliense) or by the maggots of cer-
tain flies. The larvae burrow within
the skin tissues, thelr movements
marked by long thin red lines that
cause the patient intense Lrritation.

crepltation (rale) (krep-i-tay-
shdn) n. a sofl fine crackling sound
heard In the lungs through the
stethoscope. Crepitations are not
normally heard in healthy lungs.

(phosphocreatine, phosph ) the
phosphale of creatine, which acls as
a store of high-energy phosphate In
muscle and serves to maintain ad-

equale amounts of ATP.

P (krep-itas) n. 1. a crack-
ling sound or grating feeling pro-
duced by bone rubbing on bone or
roughened cartllage, detected on
movement of an arthritic jolnt. 2, a
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simllar sound heard with a stetho-
scope over an inflamed lung when
the patient breathes in.

cresol (kree-sol) n. a strong anti-
seplic effective agalnst many mi-
croorganisms and used mostly In
soap solutions as a general disinfec:
tant. Cresol solutions irrilate the
skin and if taken by mouth are cor-
rosive and cause pain, nausea, and
vomiting.

crest (lrest) n. aridge or lincar pro:
tuberance, particularly on a bone,

CREST syndrome (krest) a. a
disease characterized by the asso-
clation of calcinosis, Raynaud's
ph ( h 1 mal-
function, sclerodactyly (lapering
fingers), and felangiectasia. It rep-
resents a variant of systemlc scle-
rosls and may be assoclated with
severe pulmonary hypertenslon.

crotinism (krei-in-izm) n. a syn-
drome of dwarflsm, mental retarda-
tlon, and coarseness of the skin and
facial fealures due to congenital
hypothyroldism.

Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease
{€CJD) (krolts-felt yak-ob) n. adls-
ease in which rapld progressive de-
generation of braln tissue results in
dementia and eventually death. It is
thought 1o be caused by an abnor-
mal prion proteln (see sponglform
encephalopathy). Most cases occur
sporadically but some forms of CJD
are inherited and a few are ac-
quired. A varian( form of acquired
CJD (vCJD) has been linked with
the consumption ol beef from cattle
infected with bovine form en-
cephalopalhy (BSE). [H. G. Creuiz-
feldt (1885-1964) and A. M. Jakob
(1884-1931),German psychlatrists]

CREF n. chronic renal fallure.

cri-du-chat syndrome

CRH n. see corticotrophin-releasing
hormone.

cribriform plate (krib-ri-form) 2.
see ethmoid bone.

cricold cartllage (kry-koid) n. the
cartilage, shaped like a signet ring.
that forms part of the anterfor and
lateral walls and most of the pos-
(erlor wall of the larynx.

cricold pressure n. a technique
in which a trained assislant presses
downwards on the cricoid cartilage
of a supine patient to aid endotra-
cheal intubation.

cricothyrold membrane (kry-
koh-th'y-rold) a. the fibrous tissue
in the anterlor aspect of the neck be-
tween the lower border of the thy-
roid cartilage (the ‘Adam’s apple’)
and the upper border of the cricold
cartilage, lying immedlately below
it. It is Lhe slte where cerlain emer-
gency alrway devices can be in-
seried.

cricothyroldotomy (kry-koh-th'y-
roid-ot-6mi) n. a technique for ob-
taining an emergency alrway
through the cricothyrold membrane
when standard airway techniques
have failed. needie c. cricothyroid-
olomy In which a large-bore intra-
venous cannula ls inserted directly
through the membrane. surgical c.
cricothyroldotomy in which a sur-
glcal hole is made in the membrane
and a cuffed tube, similar to a short
endotracheal tube is inserted di-
rectly.

cri-du-chat syndrome (kree-doo-
sha) . a congenlial conditlon of se-
vere mental retardation associated
with an abnormal faclal appear-
ance, spasticity, and a characleris-
tic catlike cry in infancy. IL results



Crigler-Najjar syndrome

from an abnormality in chromo-
some no. 5.
Crigler-Najjar (kry-
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enteritis, reglonal lleitis. (B. B.
Crohn(lsm 1983) US physlcmnl

gler nah-jar) n. a genetic disease in
which the liver enzyme glucuronyl
transferase, responsible for dealing
with bilirubin, is absent. Large

of bilirubin late in
the blood, and the child becomes
progressively more jaundiced. Life
expeciancy Is usually less than two
years. [J. F. Crigler (1919- )and V.
A. Naljar (914~ ), US pacdiatri-
cians]

cro-
mogllcnto, cromoglycate)
(kroh-moh-gly-kayl) n. a drug used
Lo prevent attacks of asthma and
hay fever and to ireat allergic con-
Junectivitis and olher allerglc condi-
tions. It Is administered as a nasal
spray or eye drops. Trade names:
Cromogen, Intal, Rynacrom,

- Vividrin.

cross-dressing (kros-dres-ing) n.
see transveslism.

crisis (kry-sis) n. (pl. cri 1. the
turning polnt of a disease, after
which the patient elther improves
or deteriorates. Since the advent of
antiblotics, infectlons seldom reach
the point of crisls. 2. the occurrence
of sudden severe paln in certain dls-
eases. See also Dietl's crisls. 3. a
state of psychological or physiolog-
ical disequilibrium in which nor-
mal coping strategies and mecha-
nisms have been suspended.
Interventlon may be required.

crista (krist-3) n. (pl. cristae) 1.
the sensory structure within the
ampulla of a semicircular canal
within the inner ear. 2. one of the
Infoldings of the inner membrane of
a mitochondrion. 3. any anatomi-
cal structure resembling a crest.

Crohn's dlsease (krohnz) n. a con-
dition In which segments of the ali-
mentary tract become inflamed,
thickened, and ulcerated. It usually
affects the terminal part of the
ileum; its acute form (acute ileitis)
sometimes mimics dicitis

(kros-in-fek-shon)
n the transfer of infection from one
pu(lenl lo nnnl.her ln hosplml

g (kros-
sek shdn-al) n. any lechnlque that
produces an image in the form of a
plane through the body with the
structures gut across. See comput-
erized tomography, magnetic reso-
nance imaging, positron emission
tomography. SPECT scanning,
ultrasonography.

crotamiton (kroh-td-my-tén) n. a
drug that destroys mites and |Is used
to (reat scabies and similar skin in-
fections and also (o relieve liching.
Itis applled to the skin as a lotlon or
ointment. Trade name: Eurax.

croup (kroop) n. acute inflamma-
tion and obstructlion of of the respl-
ratory tract, involving the larynx
and main air passages, in young
children (usually aged between six
months and three years). The usual
cause is a virus infection but bacte-
rial secondary infectlon can occur.
The sy are those of laryngi-

Chronic disease ollen causes partial
obstructlon of the intestine, leading
to pain, diarrhoea, and malabsorp-
tion. Alternative names:

tis, accompanied by harsh diflicult
breathing (see stridor), a character-
istic barkmp, cough, a rising pulse
rate, r and cyanosls.
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crown (krown) n. 1. the part of a
tooth normally visible in the mouth
and usually covered by enamel. 2. a
dental restoration that covers most
or all of the natural crown. 3. see
corona.

crowning (krown-ing) n. the stage
of labour when only the upper part
of the infant’s head is visible, enclr-
cled by, and Just passing through,
the vaginal opening.

cruclate ligaments (krew-shi-
ayt) pl. n. a pair (anterior and pos-
terjor) of ligaments inside each knee
Joinl. Damage to the cruciate ligo-
ments is a common sports injury,
especially In (ootball players.

crude rate (krood) n. Lhe total num-
ber of events (e.g. cases of lung can-
cer) expressed as a percentage (or
rate per 1000, etc.) of the whole pop-
ulation.

crural (kroor-il) adj. 1. relating to
the thigh or leg. 2. relating to the
crura cerebr} (see crus).

crus (kruus) 2. (pl. crura) an elon-
galed process or part of a structure.
c. cerebri one of {wo symmelrical
nerve (racls situated between the
medulla oblongata and the cerebral
hemispheres.

crush syndrome (krush) n. the
conditlon resulting from crushing
accidents in which large areas of
muscle are damaged, characterized
by severe shock resulting from
bloed and fNluid loss and oliguria
leading to kidney failure.

cryptococcosis

freezing and thawing under con-
trolled conditions, such as the
residue obtained from fresh frozen
blood plasma that has been thawed |,
at 4°C. This residue is used in the
control of bleeding in haemophilia.

cryopreservation (kry-oh-prez-cr-
vay-shén) n. preservation of tissues
by freezing.

cryoprobe (kury-oh-prohb) a. an in-
strument used In cryosurgery,
which has a fine tip cooled by al-
lowing carbon dloxlde or nitrous
oxide gas to expand within It.

cry Inopexy (kry-oh-ret-i-nok
peks-1) n. the use of extreme cold to
freeze areas of weak or torn relina
In order to cause scarring and seal
breaks. It is used in cryosurgery for
retinal detachment.

cryosurgery (kry-oh-ser-jer-l) n.
the use of extreme cold in a local-
Ized part of the body to freeze and
destroy unwanted tlssues. Cryo-
surgery ls commonly used for the
treatment of retinal detachment, the
destruclion of certain bone lu-
mours, and the obliteration of skin
blemishes. See cryoprobe.

cryotherapy (kry-oh-th’e-ré-pi) n.
the use of cold in the treatment of
disorders. See cryosurgery, hypo-
thermla. Compare thermotherapy.

crypt (kript) n. a small sac, follicle,
or cavity; for example, the crypts
of Lieberkithn (see Lieberkdhn's
glands),

crypt- (crypto-) prefix denoting

cry- (cryo-) prefix di cold.

cryaesthesia (kry-iss-theez-id) n.
1. exceptional senslitivity to low
temperature. 2. a sensation of cold-
ness.

cryopreclipltate (kry-oh-prl-sip-1-
) n. a prgclpllalc produced by

cryptococcosle (torulosis)
(krip-toh-kok-oh-sis) n. a diseasc
caused by the lungus Cryptococcus
neoformans, which attacks the lung,
resulting in a solid tumour-like
mass (foruloma). It may spread to
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the brain, leading to meningitis; this
can gceur as an opportunistic infec-
tion in those suffering from AIDS.

cryptogenic (krip-toh-jen-ik) adj.
of obscure or unknown cause.

cryptomenorrhoes (krip-toh-
men-&-ree-d) n. absence of blood
flow when the internal symptoms of
menstruation are preseni. The con-
dition may arise because the hymen
lacks an opening (see imperforate
(hymen)) or because of some other
obstruction.

cryptorchidism (cryptorchism)
(krip-or-kid-lzm) a. the condition in
which the (estes ail 10 descend into
the scrotum and are retained within
the abdomen or Inguinal canal.
—cryptorchid adj.. n.

cryptosporidiosls (krip-tah-sper-
id-l-oh-sis) n. an Intestinal infection
of mammals and birds caused by
parasitic protozoa of the genus
Cryptosporidium, which is usually
transmitted to humans via farm an-
imals. Ingestion of water or milk
conlaminated wlth Infective oocysls
resulls In severe diarrhoea and ab-
domlnal cramps, caused by release
of a toxin. Most patients recover in
7-14 days, but the disease can per-
sisl in the immunocompromised
(Including AIDS patients), the el-
derly, and young chlldren.

CS8F n. see cerebrospinal fluid.

CSI n. see Caregiver Straln Index.

C8O0M n. chronlc suppurative otitis
media. See otlils (medla).

€88D n. Central Sterile Supplies De-
partment (in a hospltal).

cT n. see
mography.

cubital (kew-bit'l) adj. relating to
the elbow or forearm. ¢. fossa the de-
pression at the front of Lthe elbow.

lzed to-
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cubold bone (kew-bold) n. the
outer bone of the tarsus, which ar-
ticulates with the fourth and fifth
melatarsal bones in front and with
the calcancus (heel bone) behind.

culrass (kwi-ras) n. see respirator.

culdocentesis (kul-doh-sen-tee-
sis) n. see colpotomy.

culdoscope (kul-doh-skohp) n. a
tubular instrument with lenses and
a light source, used for direct obser-
vation of the uterus, ovaries, and
Fallopian tubes (cuidoscopy). The In-
strument is passed through the wall
of Lhe vagina behind to the neck of
the uterus. The culdoscope has now
been largely replaced by the laparo-
scope.

Culten sign (kul-én) a. a bluish
bruiselike appearance around the
umbilicus, which Is seen in acute
pancreatitis. (T. S. Cullen (1868-
1953), US gynaecologist]

cufture (kul-cher) 1. n. a popuia-
tion of microorganisms, usually
bacteria, grown in a solid or liquld
laboratory medlum (c. medium).
which is usually agar, broth, or
gelatin. stock ¢. a permanent bacter-
ial culture, from which subcultures
are made. See also tissue (culture).
2. vb. to grow bacterla or other
microorganisms in cultures.

cumulative action (kew-mew-li-
tiv) n. the toxic effects of a drug pro-
duced by repealed administration
of small doses at inlervals that are
not long enough for it to be elther
broken down or excreted by the
body.

cunelform bones (kew-ni-form)
pl. n. \hree bones in the tarsus thal
articulate with the [irst, second, and
third metatarsal bones in front. All
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three bones articulate with the nav-
{cular bone behind.

cupole (kew-pd-14) n. 1. the small
dome at the end of the cochlea. 2.
any of several dome-shaped anatom-
ical structures.

curare (kew-rar-l) n. an extract
from the bark of South American
trees (Strychnos and Chondoden-
dron species) that relaxes and para-
lyses voluntary muscle. Curare was
formerly employed 1o control the
muscle spasms of lelanus and as a
muscle relaxant In surgical opera-
tions.

curettage (kewr-|-tl)) n. the scrap-
Ing ofiihe skin or the internal sur-
face of an organ or body cavity by

cyanosls

may be due to overstimulation of
the adrenal glands by excessive
amounts of the hormone ACTH, se-
creted either by a tumour of the
pituitary gland (Cushing’s disease)
or by a malignant tumour in the
lung or elsewhere. (H. W. Cushing
(1869-1939), US surgeon}

cusp (kusp) n. 1. any of the cone-
shaped prominences on the teeth,
especlally the premolars and mo-
lars. 2. a pocket or fold of the mem-
brane lining the heart or of the layer
of the wall of a veln, several of
which form a valve. When the blood
flows backwards the cusps fill up
and become distended, so closing
the valve.

means of a sp haped instru-

ment (curetie). Cureltage is usually
performed to remove diseased tis-
sue or lo obtaln a specimen (or di-
agnostic purposes. See also dilata.
tlon and cureftage.

curette (kewr-el) n. see curettage.

curie (kewr-ee) n. a former unit lor
expressing the actlvity of a radio-
active substance. It has been re-
placed by the becquerel. Symbo: Ci.

Curling's ulcers (ker-lingz) pl. n.
gastric or duodenal ulcers associ-
ated with stress from severe injury
or major burns. [T. B. Curling (1811-
88), British surgeon}

Cushing’s syndrome (kuush.
ingz) n. the condition resulting from
excess amounts of corticosterold
hormones Iin (he body. Symptoms
include weight gain, reddening of
the face and neck, excess growth ol
body and facial hair, raised blood
pressure, loss of mineral from the
hones (osteoporosis), raised blood
#lucose levels, and sometimes men-
1al disturbances. The syndrome

(kew-tay-nliis) ad). re-
lating to the skin.

cuticle (kew-ti-kil) n. 1. the epl-
dermis of the skin. 2, a layer of solid
or semisolid material that is se-
creted by and covers an eplthelium.
3. a layer of cells, such as the outer
layer of cells in a halr.

cutls (kew-lis) n. see skin.

CVA n. see cerebrovascular accldent.

CVP n. see central venous pressure.

€CV8 n. see chorionic villus sam-
pling.

CXR n. chest X-ray.

cyan- (cyano-) prefix denoting
blue.

cyanide (sy-8-nyd) n. any of the no-
toriously polsonous salts of hydro-
cyanic acld. Cyanldes combline with
and render tnactive the enzymes of
the tissues responsible for cellular
resplration, and therefore they kill
exlremely qmckly

2)

B,
(sy -i-noh-koh-bal-& mln) n. see vltn
minB.
cyanosls (sy-i-noh-sis) n. a bluish
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discoloration of the skin and mu-
cous membranes resulling from an
inadequate amount of oxygen in the
blood. Cyanosls is assoclated with
heart failure, lung dlseases, lhe
breathing of oxygen-deficlent at-
mospheres, and asphyxia. Cyanosis
is also seen in blue bables, because
of congenital heart defects. —cyan-
otlc adj.

cybernetics (sy-ber-net-iks) . the
science of communlcation processes
and automatic control systems in
both machines and llving things: a
study linking the working of the
braln and nervous system with the
functioning of computers and auto-
mated feedback devices. See also
bionlcs.

cycl- (cyclo-) prefix denoting 1.
cycleor cyclic. 2, the ciliary body.

cyclical vomiting (sy-klik-al) n.
recurrent attacks of vomiting, ofien
assoclated with acldosis, occurring
in children but with no apparent
cause.

cyclitis (sy-kdy-tis) n. inflammation
of the clliary body of the eye (see
uveitis).

cyclizine (sy-kliz-een) n. a drug
with antihistamine properties, ad-
ministered by mouth to prevent and
relieve nausea and vomlting in mo-
tion sickness, vertigo, disorders of

134

oh-th'e-rd-pi) n. the destruction of
part of the cillary body by freezing.
It is used {o reduce intraocular pres-
sure in the control of glaucoma.
cyclodlialysls (sy-kloh-dy-al-i-sis)
n. separation ol the clllary body
from its attachment to the sclera.
This may result [rom trauma or il
may be performed as part of an op-
eration to treat glaucoma.
cyclopenthlazide (sy-kloh-pen-
th'y-a-zyd) n. a diuretic adminis-
tered by mouth to treat oedema,
high blood pressure, and heart fail:
ure. Trade name: Navidrex.
cyclopentolate (sy-kioh-pen-16-
layt) n. a drug, simllar to atropine,
that is used in eye drops to paralysc
the cillary muscles and dilate the
pupil for eye examinations and to
treat some types of eye inflamma-
tion. Trade names: Minims Cy-.
clopentolate, Mydrilate.
cyclophosphamlide (sy-kloh-fos-
fa-myd) n. an alkylating agent ad-
ministered by mouth or Injection to
treat a variety of cancers, often in
combination with other cytaloxic
drugs. 1l also has immunosuppres-
sant propertles and ls used In treat-
ing rheumatold arthritis and other
conditions requiring reduced im:
mune response. Trade name: En-
doxana.

the inner ear, and ative
sickness. Trade name: Valoid.
cycloablation (sy-kloh-d-blay-
shdn) n. the destruction of part of
the ciliary body of the eye to reduce
the production of aqueous humour
and hence reduce intraocular pres-
sure. It is used in the treatment of
advanced glaucoma resistant to
other forms of treatment.
cyclocryotherapy (sy-kloh-kry-

yclop (sy-kloh-foh-
toh-A-hlay-shdn) . the use of light
or lasers to destroy the ciliary body
of the eye In order to reduce pro-
duction of aqueous humour and
hence reduce Intraocular pressure.
It Is used In the treatment of glau-

coma.

cycloplegla (sy-kloh-plee-jld) n.
paralysis of the ciliary muscle of the
eye (see cillary body). This causcs
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inability to alter the focus of Lthe eye
and is usually accompanied by
paralysis of Lthe muscles of the Iris,
resulting in fixed dilatlon of the
pupll (mydriasis).

eycloserine (sy-kloh-seer-cen) n.
an antibiotlc, active against a wide
range of bacieria, that may be used
as supporting lreatment In tubercu-
losis. Il is administered by mouth.

cyclosporin (sy-kloh-spo-rin) n. see
clclosporin.

cyclothymia (sy-kloh-th'y-mid) n.
the occurrence of marked swings of
mood from cheerfulness o misery.
These Nuctuations usually repre-
sent a personalily disorder, and are
not as great as lhose of manlc-
depressive psychosis.

cyclotomy (sy-klol-0mi) n. surgl-
cal incislon of the clliary body of the
eye.

cyesls (sy-ee-sis) n. pregnancy. See
also pscudocyesis.

oyn- (eyno-) prefix denoting a dog
or dogs.

cyproheptadine (sy-| proh hep(é
deen) n. a potent antlhi ad-

cysticercosls

cysts occurring In dlfferent parts
of the body. See dermoid cyst, Mm-
brial cyst, hydatid, ovarlan cyst, re-
tentlon cyst, sebaceous cysl. 2. a
dormant stage produced during the
life cycle of certain protozoan para-
sites of the allmentary canal, In-
cluding Giardia and Entamoeba. 3.
a structure formed by and sur-
rounding the larvae of certain para-
sitic worms.

cyst- (cysto-) prefix denoting 1. a
bladder, especlally the urinary blad-
der. 2. acyst.

cystadenoma (sis-tad-i-noh-md)
n. an adenoma showing a cystic
structure.

cystalgla (sis-taljid) n. pain in the
urinary bladder. This is common In
cystitls and when there are siones
In the bladder and is occasionally
present in bladder cancer.

cystectomy (sis-tek-1dml) a. sur-
glcal removal of the urlnary blad-
der. Usually (he ureters draining
the urine from the kidneys are re-
implanted into the leum (see ileal

dult).

ministered by mouth to treat aller-
gles and itching skin conditions and
(o prevent migraine attacks, Trade
name: Periactin.

oyproterone (cyproterons ac-
etate) (sy-proh-terohn) n. a
sleroid drug that inhibits the effecls
of male sex hormones (see anti-
androgen) and is used 10 treal vari-
ous sexual disorders and advanced
prostate cancer in men. It s admin-
Istered by mouth. Trade names: An-
drocur, Cyprostat.

oyst (sist) n. 1. an abnormal sac or
closed cavily lined with epithelium
and filled with liquld or semisolid
matier. There are many varieiles of

cystalne (sls-ti-een) n. a sulphur-
containing amlno acld that Is an im-
portant conslituent of many en-
zymes.

cystic (sis-llk) adj. 1. of, relating
to, or characterized by cysts. 2, of or
relating to the gall bladder or uri-
nary bladder. ¢. duct see blle duct.

cysticercosls (sis-li-ser-koh-sis)
n. a disease caused by the presence
of lapeworm larvae (see cysticercus)
of the specles Taenia solium in any
of the body tlssues. The presence of
cysticerci In the muscles causes
pain and weakness; in the brain the
symptoms are more serious, Inciud-
ing mental deterioration, paralysis,
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giddiness, epileptic attacks, and
convuisions.

cysticercus (bladderworm)
(sis-ti-ser-kiis) n. a larval stage of
some tapeworms in which the
scolex and neck are invaginated
into a large Nuid-filled cyst. See cys-
ticercosis.

cystic fibrosls (CF, flbrocystic
d! of the , Mu-
coviscidosis) n. a hereditary dis-
ease affecting cells of the exocrine
glands; the faulty gene responsible
has been identified as lying on chro-
mosome no. 7 and {s recessive, i.e.
both parents of the patieni can be
carrlers without being affected by
the disease. The abnormality results
in the production of thick mucus,
which obstructs the intestinal
glands (causing meconium ileus in
newborn bables), pancreas (causing
deflclency of pancreatic enzymes re-
sulting In malabsorption and fail-
ure o thrive), and bronchi (causing
bronchicctasis). Respiratory infec-
tlons, which may be severe. are a
common complication.

cystine (sis-leen) n. see amino acid.

cystinosis (sis-ti-noh-sis) n. an in-
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by infection. It is usually accompa-
nied by the desire to pass urine (re-
quently, with a degree of burning.
cystitome (sls-ti-lohm) n. a small
knife with a tiny curved or hooked
blade, used to cut the lens capsule in
some operatlons for cataract.
cystocele (sis-(3-scel) n. prolapse
of the base of the bladder in women.
It is usually due lo weakness of the
pelvic floor andr chlidbirth and
causes bulging of the anterlor wall
of the vagina on straining.
cystography (sis-tog-rifl) n. X-ray
examination of the urinary bladder
after the injectlon of a contrast
medium. The X-ray pholographs or
{ilms thus obtained are known as
cystograms.
cystolithlasls (sls-toh-lith-I-4-sis)
n. the presence of stones (calculi) in
the urinary bladder. The stones
cause pain, the passage of bloody
urine, and Interruption of the uri-
nary stream and should be removed
surgically. See calculus.
cystometer (sis-tom-it-er) n.anap-
paratus for measuring pressure
within the bladder. —cystometry
n

born defect in the bolism of
amino aclds, leading to abnormal
accumulation of the amino acld cys-
(lne in the blood, kldneys, and lym-
phatic system. See alse Fanconl
syndrome.

cystinurla (sis-tin-yoor-13) 2. an in-
born error of metabolism resulting
in excessive excretion of the amIno
acld cysline in the urine due to a de-
fect of reabsorption by the kidney
tubules. It may lead 1o the [orma-
tion of cystine stones in the kidney.

cystitls (sis-ty-tis) a. inflammation
of the urinary bladder, often caused

ystopexy (vesicofixation) (sis-
toh-peksi) n. a surgical operation Lo
fix the urinary bladder (or a portion
of ft) in a different position. It may
be performed as part of the repair
or correction of a prolapsed bladder.
cystoplasty (sis-loh-plastl) a. the
operation of enlarging the capacity
of the bladder by Incorporaling a
segment of bowel. clam c. an opera-
tion in which the bladder is cut
across longitudlnally from one side
of the neck to the other side through
the dome (fundus) of the bladder
and a length of ileum or colon is in-
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serted as a patch. See also lleocaeco-
cystoplasty, ileocystoplasty.

cystoscopy (sis-10s-kopi) n. exam-
ination of the bladder by means of
an instrument (cystoscope) inserted
via the urethra.

cystostomy (sis-tost-dmi) n. the
operation of creating an arllficial
opening belween the bladder and
the anterlor abdominal wall. This
provides a temporary or permanent
dralnage route for urine.

cystotomy (sls-tot-6mi) n. surgical
Incision into the urinary bladder.
usually by cutting through the ab-
dominal wall above the pubic sym-
physis (suprapubicc.).

oyt- (cyto-) prefix denoting 1.
cell(s). 2. cyloplasm.

oytarabine (sy-(a-ri-been) 5. a cy-
totoxic drug that Is used to suppress
the symptoms of some types of
leukaemia. It is administered by in-
Jection and can damage the normal
bone marrow, leading 1o various
blood cell disorders. Trade name:
Cytosar.

~cyte suffix denoting a cell.

oytochemletry (sy-toh-kem- lstrl)
n. the study of chemical

cytosome

ringe, and their subsequent exami-
nation under the microscope after
suitable preparation (by staining,
etc.). cervical c. the microscoplc ex-
amination of cells obtained by
scraping the cervix. See cervical
(smear). exfollative ¢, the micro-
scopic examination of cells that
have already been shed used in the
is of various d See
also llquid-based cytology. —cyto-
logleal adj.
cytolysis (sy-tol-i-sis) n. the break-
down of celis, particularly by de-
struction of their outer membranes.
cytomegalovirus (CMV) (sy-1oh-
meg-a-loh-vy-riis) n. a virus belong-
ing to the herpesvirus group. It nor-
mally causes only mild symptoms,
but in Immunocompromised indi-
viduals its effects can be more se-
vere; Il contracted by a pregnant
woman it may glve rise (o congenl-
tal mental handicap in her child.
cytometer (sy-tom-il-er) n. an in-
strument for determining the num-
ber of cells in a given quantity of
fluid, such as blood, cerebrospinal
I]uld or urine. See haemocytomeler.
ia (sy-toh-pee-nid) n. a

and their activities In living cells.

oytogenetics (sy-toh-)i-net-iks) n.
n science that links the study of in-
heritance (genetics) with that of
cells (cytology), it Is concerned
mainly with the study of the chro-
mosomes, especlally thelr origin,
structure, and functlons.

oytokinesls (sy-toh-ki-nee- sf8) n.
see karyokinesls.

cytology (sy-tol-6ji) n. the study of
the structure and function of cells.
uspiration c. the aspiratlon of speci-
mens of cells from lumours or cysts
through a hollow needle, using a sy-

deﬁclency of one or more of the
various types of blood cells. See
eosinopenia, erythropenia, lym-
phopenia, neutropenia, pancylo-
penia, thrombocytopenia.

cytoplasm (sy-loh-plazm) n. the
Jelly-like substance that surrounds
the nucleus of a cell. See also proto-
plasm. —cytoplasmic adj.

cytosine (sy-toh-seen) n. one of the
nitrogen-conlaining bases (see
pyrimidine) that occurs in the nu-
clelc acid DNA.

cytosomae (sy-loh-sohm) n. the part
of a cell that Is outside the nucleus.



cytotoxic drug

cytotoxic drug (sy-loh-toks-ik)n.
a drug that damages or destroys
cells and Is used to treat various
Lypes of cancer. There are various
classes of cytotoxic drugs, including
alkylating agents, antimetabolites,
anthracycline antiblotlcs, vinca al-
kaloids, and platinum compounds
(e.g. carboplatin). They destroy can-
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cer cells by inhibiting cell division
but also affect normal cells, causing
side-effects, particularly In bone
marrow, skin, stomach linlng, and
fetal tlssue; dosage must therefore
be carefully controlled.

cytotoxin (sy-toh-toks-in) n. any
substance that has a toxic action on
speclfic cells.



Dd

dacarbazine (da-kah-bi-zeen)n. a
drug administered by Injection in
the treatment of certain cancers, in-
cluding Hodgkin's disease and ma-
lignant melanoma. Trade name:
DTIC-Dome.

dacry- (dacryo-) prefix denoting
1. tears. 2. the lacrimal apparalus.

dacryoadenitis (dak-ri-oh-ad-i-ny:
tls) n. inflammatlon of the (ear-
producing gland. See lacrimal (nppa-
ratus).

dacryocystitls (dak-rl-oh-sis-ty-
tls) n. inMlammatlon of the lacrimal
sac, usually occurring when the
duct draining the tears Inlo the nose
Is blocked. See lacnmnl (apparatus).

dacr y (DCR)

treat cancers in chlldren. It is ad-
ministered by injection. Trade
name: Comegen Lyovac.

dactyl- prefix denoting the digits
(fingers or toes).

dactyllon (dak-tll-1dn) n. see syn-
dactyly.

dactylitls (dak-ti-ly-iis) n. Inflam-
mation of a finger or toe caused by
bone Infectlon (as in tuberculous os-
teomyelitls) or rheumatic disease or
seen in infants with sickle-cell dis-

ease.

dactylology (dak-ti-lol-3jl) n. the
representation of speech by linger
movemenls: sign language.
Daltonism (protanopla) (dawl-

(dak- rl-oll sls-toh-ry- noslbml)n an
operation to relieve blockage of the
nasolacrimal duct (which drains
tears into the nose), in which a com-
munlication is made between the
lacrimal sac and the nose by re-
moving the Intervening hone. See
dacryocyslitis, lacrimal (appara-
tus).

dacryollth (dak-ri-oh-lith) n. a
stone in the lacrimal canallculus or
lncrimal sac. See lacrimal (appara-
tus).

dacryoma (dak-ri-oh-md) n. a
harmless tumour-like swelling ob-
alructing any of the ducts associaled
with the lacrimal apparatus.

((Ink-(i-nol;-my-;m) na c;loloxlc
drug (an antlblotic) used malnly to

16n-1zm) n. red-blind| adefect in
colour vision in which a person can-
not distinguish between reds and
greens. The term has been used to
refer to colour blindness in general.
[J. Dalton (1766-1844), British
chemist]

danazol (dan-i-zol) n. a synthetic
progeslogen that Inhibits the secre-
tlon by the pitultary gland of
gonadotrophins. Administered by
mouth, it Is used to (reat precoclous
puberty, breast enlargement in
males (gynaecomastia), excessively
heavy menstrual periods, and en-
dometriosls. Trade name: Danol.

D and C n. seedilatation and curet-
Lage.

dandruff (dan-druf) n. visible scal-
ing [rom the surface ol the scalp, as-
sociated with the presence of the



Dandy-Walker synd

yeast Pityrosporum ovale. 1t is the
precursor of seborrhoeic eczema of
the scalp, in which there is a degree
of inflammation in addition (o the
greasy scaling. Dandrulff can be con-
trolled by shampoos containing tar,
selenium sulphide, zinc pyrithione,
or imidazole antifungals. Medical
nnme pityriasis capitis.

Walker syndi (dan-
di wnwk -er) A. a form of cerebral
palsy In which the cerebellum is
usually the part of the brain af-
fected. It leads to dlness of
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of high fasting blood-sugar levels in
the morning due {o an unrecognized
hypoglycaemic episode during the
night in a person with diabetes. The
eplsode has resulted in an outpour-
Ing of regulatory hormones (e.g.
adrenaline, glucagon), which have
increased the blood sugar o super-
normal levels.

day blindness (day) n. compara-
tively good vision In poor light but
poor vision In good Ulumination.
The condition is usually congenital
and d with poor visual acu-

balance and an abnormal gait and
may be associaled with hydro-
cephalus, [W. E. Dandy (1886-1946)
and A. E. Walker (1907- ), US sur-
geons)

dangerous drugs (dayn-jer-s) pl.
n. see Misuse of Drugs Act 1971.

dantrolene (dan-iroh-leen) n. a
muscle relaxant drug used (o relieve
muscle spasm In such conditions as
cercbral palsy, multiple sclerosis, or
spinal cord injury. It is adminis-
tered by mouth or by injection.
Trade name: Dantrium.

dapsone (dap-sohn) n. a drug (see
sulphone) administered by mouth
or injection to treat Jeprosy and der-
matitis herpellformis.

dark adaptation (dark) n. the
changes that take place in the relina
and pupll of the eye enabling vision
in very dim light. See rod. Compare
light adaptation.

daunorublcin (daw-noh-roo-blsin)
n. an anthracycline antibiotic that
interferes with DNA synthesis and
is used In the trealment of acute
leukaemia. It is administered by in-
Jjection.

dawn phenomenon (Somogyl
effect) (dawn) n. the ph

ity and defective colour vision. Med-
ical name: hemeralopls. Compare
nlght blindness.

day-case surgery .. surgical pro-
cedures that can be performed in a
single day. without the need (o
admit the patient for an overnight
stay in hosplal. Examples include
removal of many breast lesions, di-
latation and curettage, and opera-
tions for hernia and varicose veins.
Special units are cstablished in
many hospitals.

day hospltal n. see hospital.

DCIS8 7. see (ductal) carcinoma in
silu.

DDT (chlorophenothane, dico-
phane) n. a powerful insecticlde
that was formerly widely used. The
quantities now present in the envi-
ronment - in the form of stores ac-
cumulated in animal tissues - have
led to its use being restricted.

de- prefix denoting 1. removal or
loss. 2. reversal.

dead space (ded) n. 1. any part of
the respiratory tract containing air
that does not participate in the ex-
change of oxygen and carbon dlox-
uie 2, a cavily that remains {n an

lelely closed wound, in
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which blood may accumulate and
delay healing.

deafness (defl-nis) n. partial or
total loss of hearing in one or both
ears. conductive d. deafness that is
due to a defect In the conduction of
sound from the external ear to the
Inner ear. This may be due Lo perfo-
ratjons of the eardrum, fluid or in-
feclion in the middle ear (see glue
ear, olitis (media)), or disorders of
the small bones in the middle ear
(ossicles). sensorineural d. (percep-
tived.) deafness that may bedue loa
lesion of the cochlea In the inner
ear, the auditory nerve, or the audi-
tory centres in the brain. See also
cochlear implant, hearing aid, hear-
Ing therapy. Rinne's test, Weber's
test.

deamination (dee-ami-nay-shon)
n. a process that occurs in the liver
during the metabolism of amino
acids. The amino group (-NH,) isre-
moved from an amino’acid and con-
verted to ammonia. which is ulti-
mately converted (o urea and
excreted.

death (deth) n. absence of vital func-

decldua

debliity (d!-bll-it}) n. physical weak-
ness; loss of strenglh and power.

debridement (di-breed-mént) n.
the process of cleaning an open
wound by removal of forelgn ma-
terial and dead tissue, so that heal-
Ing may occur without hindrance.

debrisoquine (deb-ris-oh-kween)
n. a potent drug administered by
mouth to treat high blood pressure
(hypertenslon). Trade name: Decll-

nax.

dec- (deca-) prefix denoting ten.

d icificat! dee-kal-sifl-kay-
shon) n. loss or removal of calcilum
sal(s [rom a bone or tooth.

decapitation (di-kapi-tay-shon) n.
removal of the head, usually the
head of a dead fetus to enable deliv-
ery to take place. This procedure is
now very rare.

decapsulation (decortication)
{dee-kaps-yoo-lay-shdn) n. the sur-
gical removal of a capsule from an
organ; for example, (he stripplng of
the membrane thal envelops the
kidney or of the inflammatory cap-
sule that encloses a chronic abscess,
as in the treatment of empyema.

tions. brain d. per functional
death of the centres in the brain-
stem that contro} breathing, heart
rate, and other vlial reflexes (in-
luding pupillary r ). Usu-

d y (di-kay) n. (In bacteriology)
the decomposition of organic mat-
ter due Lo microbial action.

decl- prefix denoting a tenth.

decldua (di-sld-yoo-a) n. the modi-

ally two independent medical opin-
lons are required before brain death
Is agreed, bul organs such as kid-
neys may then legally be removed
for transplantatlon surgery before
the heart has stopped.

death certiffcate n. a medical cer-
tificate stating the cause of a per-
son’s death, usually also stating the
deceased’s marilal status, occupa-
tlon, and age.

fied mucous membrane that lines
the wall of the uterus during preg-
nancy and is shed with the after-
birth at pariurilion (see endo-
metrium). d. basalis the region of
the decidua where the embryo Is al-
tached. d. capsularis the thin layer
of the decidua thal covers the em-
bryo. d. parietatis the region of the
decidua that is not in contact with
the embryo. —decidual ad).



decompensation

decompensation (dee-kom-pen-
say-shon) n. inability of the heart to
maintain an adequate circulation in
the face of an increased workload or
some structural defect.

decomposition (dee-kom-pd-zish-
dn) n. the gradual disintegratlon of
dead organic matter, usually food-
stuffs or tlssues, by the chemlcal ac-
tion of bacteria and/or fungi.

decompression (dee-kém-presh-
&n) n. 1. the reduction of pressure
on an organ or part of the body by
surgical intervention. Ralsed pres-
sure in the fluid of the brain can be
lowered by cutting into the dura
maler; cardiac compression - the
abnormal presence of blood or fluld
round the heart - can be cured by
cutting the pericardium. 2. the
gradual reduction of atmospherlc
pressure for deep-sea divers. See
compressed air {llness.

p n. see
compressed air iliness.

decongestant (dee-kdn-Jest-ant)
n. an agent that reduces or relleves
nasal congestion. Most nasal de-
congesiants are sympathomimetic
drugs, which are applied either lo-
cally, in Lhe form of nasal sprays or
drops, or taken by mouth.

decortication (dee-kor-ti-kay-
shdn) n. 1. the removal of the out-
slde layer (cortex) from an organ or
structure, such as the kidney. 2. an
operalion for removing the blood
clot and scar tissue that forms after
bleeding into the chest cavily. 3. see
decapsulation.

decubitus (di-kew-bit-iis) n. the re-
cumbent position. d. ulcer see bed-
sore.

decussation (dee-kus-ay-shdn)n. a
point at which two or more struc-
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tures of the body cross to the oppo-
site side. The term is used particu-
larly for the point at which nerve
fibres cross over in the central ner-
vous system.

deep vein thrombosis (DVT) 1.
see phlebothrombaosis.

defecatlon (defi-kay-shdn) a. the
expulsion of faeces through the
anus.

defence mechanism (di-fenss)
n. the means whereby an undesir-
able impulse can be avoided or
controlled. Defence mechanisms in-
clude repression, projection, reac-
tion formation, sublimation, and
splitting.

deferent (defer-ént)adj. 1. carry-
ing away [rom or down [rom. 2. re-
lating to the vas deferens.

defervescence (def-er-ves-&ns) n.
the disappearance of a fever, a
process thal may occur rapidly or
take several days.

defibrillation (dee-fib-ri-lay-shon)
n. adminlstration of a controlled
electric shock to restore normal
heart rhythm In cases of cardlac ar-
resi due to ventricular fibrillation.
See defibrillator.

defibrillator (dee-Nbri-lay-ter) n.
the apparatus used for Issuing a
measured electrical current 1o a pa-
tient’s hearl In defibrillation. De-
fibrillators may be semi- or fully
automated lo recognize abnormal
rhythms and to deliver the appro-
priate shock, fully operator-depend.
ent, or implanted into the patient's
body like a pacemaker.

defibrination (dee-{ib-ri-nay-shan)
n. the removal of fibrin. one of the
plasma proteins that causes coagu-
latlon, from a sample of blood.

deficlency disease (di-fish-én-
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si) n. any disease caused by the lack
of an essentlal nutrient in the diet.
Such nutrients include vitamins, es-
sentlal amino aclds, and essentlal
fatty acids.

degeneration (dl-jen-er-ay-shdn)
n. the deterloration and loss of spe-
clalized function of the cells of a tis-
sue or organ. The changes may be
caused by a defective blood supply
or by disease. Degeneration may in-
volve the deposition of calclum
salts, of fal (see fatly degeneration),
or of fibrous tissue in the affected
organ or tissue. See also Infiltration.

deglutition (dee-gloo-tish-dn) n. see
swallowing.

dehiscence (di-hlss-&ns) n. a split-
ting open, as of a surgical wound.

dehydration (dee-hy-dray-shon) n.
loss or deficlency of water in body
tissues, The condltion may result
from inadequate water Intake
and/or from excessive removal of
water from the body; for example,
by sweating, vomiting, or diar-

rhoea.

dehydroepliandrosterone
{DMEA) (dee-hy-droh-epl-an-dros-
ter-ohn) n. a weak androgen pro-
duced and secreted by the adrenal
#lands afer adrenal maturation (see
ndrenarche). It Is largely converied
(o dehydroeplandrosterone sul-
phale and androstenedlone. All
three of these molecules can cause a
degree of mild androgenlzation but
can also be converied in the circu-
lation to the more potent androgens
testosterone and dihydrotestos-
terone.

dehydrogenase (deehy-droj-&-
nayz) n. see oxidoreductase.

déja vu (day-zha-vew) n. a vivid
psychic expefience In which imme-

delusion

dlately conlemporary events seem
to be a repetitlon of previous hap-
penings. It is a symptom of some
forms of epilepsy. See also jamals
vu.

dol (dal

d suture (| yed pri-
mary closure) (di-layd)n. atech-
nique used in the closure of conta-

i d ds and d
assoclated with tissue necrosis,
such as are produced by missile in-
jurles. The superficlal layers of the
wound are lelt open, to be closed
Iater when the tissues have been
cleaned.

Dethi boll (del-}) ri. see oriental sore.

dellrlum (di-ll-ri-im) n. an acute
disorder of the mental processes ac-
companying organic brain disease.
It may be manifested by delusions,
dlsorientatlon, hallucinatlons, or
exireme excitement and occurs In
metabolic disorders, intoxication,
deficiency diseases, and Infections.
d. tremens a psychosis caused by al-
coholism, usually seen as a with-
drawal syndrome in chronic alco-
holles. Features include anxlely,
tremor, sweatlng, and vivid hallu-
cinatlons.

delivery (di-liv-érl) n. see labour.

delta cells (del 1) pl. n. the cells in
the Islels of Langerhans thal pro-
duce somatostatin and pancrealic
polypeptide. Compare alpha cells,
bela cells,

deltold (del-told) n. a thick trlan-
gular muscle that covers the shoul-
der joint. It is responsible for rals-
ing the arm from the side of the
body. See illustration.

deluslon (di-loo-zhdn) n. an lrra.
tionally held belief thal cannot be
altered by rational argument. [t may
be a symplom of manic-depressive
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(deng-1) n. a viral discase that oc.
curs throughout the troples and
subtropics; it is transmitted to hu-
mans principally by the mosquito
Aédes aegypti. Symploms include se-
vere pains in the Joints and muscles.
headache, fever, and an lrrilaling
rash.

denlal (di-ny-al) n. a psychological
process in which an individual re-
fuses to accept an aspect of reality. It
Is seen parlicularly in dying pa-
tients who refuse to accept their im-
pending death.

Denls Browne splint (den-iss
brown) n. a splint used for the cor-
rection of club-foot In early infancy.
[Sir Denis J. W. Browne (1892-1967),
Drifish orthopaedic surgeon]

dens (denz) 5. a tooth or tooth-
shaped structure.

dent- (dentl., dento-) prefix de-
noting the teeth.

dental auxillary (den-t'l) n. any of
various assistants (o a dentist, now
referred to as professiondis comple-
mentary to dentistry. A dental hy-
glenist performs scaling and in-
struction In oral hyglene under the
prescription of the dentisl. A dental
nurse helps the dentist al the chair-
slde by preparing materials, pass-
Ing instruments, and aspiraling flu-
Ids from the patlent’s mouth, A
dental technician constructs den-
tures, crowns, and orthodontic ap-
pliances in the laboratory for the
dentist. A dental therapist performs
ireatment on chlldren under the di-
rection of a dentlst in the commu-
nity dental services and In hospi-
tuls. ’

dental caries n. see caries.

dental nurse 7. see dental auxil-
iary.

deodorant

dentate (den-tayt) adj. 1. having
teeth. 2. serrated; having 1oothlike
projections.

dentifrice (dent-i-[ris) n. a powder
or paste for cleaning the tceth.
‘Toothpastes contain a (Ine abrasive,
flavouring materials, and (usually)
fluorlde. Some contain antimicro-
blals.

dentine (den-teen) n. a hard tissue
that forms the bulk of a tooth. The
dentine of the crown Is covered by
enamel and that of the root by ce-
menlum.

dentistry (den-tist-ri) n. the profes-
slon concerned with care and treat-
ment of diseases of the teeth, gums,

and jaws.

dentitlon (den-tish-6n) n. the num-
ber, type. and arrangement of the
teeth as a whole In the mouth. per-
manent d. the 32 teeth usually pres-
ent by the age of 21, made up of in-
cisors, canines, premolars, and
molars. primary d. the teeth of
young chlldren, which are progres-
sively losl in preparation for the
eruption of the permanent teeth. 1t
conslsts of 20 leeth, made up of in-
cisors, canlnes, and molars only.
See lllustration.

denture (den-cher) nn. a removable
plate or frame bearing one or more
false teeth. complete d. a denture re-
placing all the teeth in one jaw. par-
tial d. a denture replacing some
teeth. designed to restore function
to the remaining teeth.

deodorant (dee-oh-der-ant) n. an
agent that reduces or removes un-
pleasant body odours by destroying
bacteria that live on the skin and
break down sweat. Deodorant
preparations ofien contain an antl-
septle.
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deontology (dee-on-tol-3jl) n. an
ethical approach slating that cer-
tain things must be done or prlnci-
ples followed, without consideration
of whether or not thls will lead to
the best consequences in the pariic-
ular circumstances.

deoxychollc acld (dee-oks-I-koh-
lik) n. see blle acids.

deoxycorticosterone (dee-oks-i-
kor-ti-koh-steer-ohn) n. a hormone,
synthesized and released by the

(di-part-mént) n. a department of
central government that supporis
the Secretary of State for Health in
meeting hls or her obligations.
which include the National Health
Servlce and the promollon and pro-
tection of the health of the nation.
dependence (drug depend-
ence) (di-pen-dans) n. 4. the phys-
Ical and/or the psychologlcal effects
produced by the habilual taking of
certain drugs, characterized by a

adrenal cortex, that r salt
and water balance. See also cortlco-
steroid.
deoxyribonuclelc acid (dce-oks:
I-ry-boh-new-klee-lk) n. see DNA.
Department of Health (DOH)

Ision 1o contlnue taking the
drug. physical d. dependence in
which withdrawal of the drug
causes speclfic symptoms (with-
drawal symptoms), such as sweat-
ing. vomiling, or tremors, that are
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reversed by further doses. It may be
induced by alcohol, morphine,
heroln, and cocaine. psychological
d. dependence In which repeated
use of a drug induces reliance on it
for a state of well-being and con-
tentment, bul there are no physical
withdrawal symptoms if use of the
drug is slopped. It may be lnduced
by nicotine in tob

Depotl Injections are usually given
deep into a muscle.

depressant (di-pres-dnt) 2. an
agent that reduces the normal ac-
tlvity of any body system or func-
tion. Drugs such as general anaes-
thetics, barbiturates, and oplates
are depressants of the central ner-
vou.s system and respiration.

and such drugs as barbiturates and
amphetamines. 2. a state of rellance
on olhers for aspects of self-care,
somellmes used as a measure of
nursing workload.

depersonalization (dec-per-so-ni-
ly-zay-shén) n. a state in which a
person feels himsell becoming un-
real or strangely altered, or feels
that his mind is becoming separated
from his body. Severe [eelings of de-
personalization occur In conditions
such as anxiety neurosis, schizo-
phrenta, and epilepsy. See also de-
realizatlon, out-of-the-body experl-
ence.

depilatory (di-pM-a-ter-l) n. an
agent applied to the skin to remove
halr.

depolarization (dee-poh-1a-ry-zay-
shén) n. the sudden surge of charged
particles across the membrane of a
nerve cell or of a muscle cell lhat

{ a phy

change in the membrane and can-
cels oul, or reverses, its resting po-
tenlial to produce an action poten-
tlal.

depot Injection (dep-oh) n. the ad-
ministration of a sustained-aclion
drug formulation that allows slow
release and gradual absorption, so
that the agtive agent can act for
much longer periods than is pos-
sible with standard injections.

lon (di-presh-4n) . a men-
tal state characlerized by excessive
sadness. Aclivity can be agltated or
retarded and sleep, appetite, and
concentration can be disturbed.
Loss or frustratlon cause depres-
ston, which may be prolonged and
disproportionate (dysthymic disor-
der; formerly called depressive neu-
rosis). Manlc-depressive psychosls
causes very severe depresslon, a
major affective disorder. Treatment
for depression Is with antidepres-
sant drugs, cognitlve therapy,
and/or psychotherapy. See also post-
natal (depression).
depressor (di-pres-er)n. 1. a mus-
cle Lhal causes lowering of part of
the body. 2, a nerve that lowers
blood pressure.
dequalinium (dek-wa-lln-iam) n.
an antiseptlc, actlve against some
bacterla and fungl, used as lozenges
to ireat mouth and throal Infections.
Trade names: Dequadin, Labo-

sept.

Derbyshire neck (dar-bi-sher) n.
endemic goitre that was once com-
mon in Derbyshire due to lack of lo-
dine In the soil and water.

dereallzation (dee-rii-ly-zay-shin)
n. a feeling ol unreality in which the
environment Is experienced as un-
real and strange. It occurs in asso-
clation with depersonalization or



with the conditions that cause de-
personalization.

dereism (dee-rl-izm) n. undirected
fantasy thinking that fails to respect
the reallties of life. It may be a fea-
{ure of schizophrenia.

derm- (derma., dermo-, der-
mat(o)-) prefix denoting the skin.

-derm siffix denoting 1. the skin. 2.
a germ layer.

dermal (der-mil) adj. relating to or
afTecting the skin, especially the der-

mis.
dermatitls (der-ma-ty-tis) n. an in-
flammatory condition of the skin,
especlally one In which outside
agents play a primary role (compare
eczema). allergic contact d. dermati-
tis in which skin changes resem-
bling those of eczema develop as a
delayed reaction to contact with a
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middle-aged and elderly people.
Compare blepharochalasis.
dermatoglyphics (der-mi.loh-
glif-iks) 2. 1. the patterns of finger.
palm, toe, and sole prints, which are
unique to each individual. Abnor-
malities are found in those with
chromosomal aberraiions. e.g.
Down’s syndrome. 2, Lhe study of
these patterns. which is of use in
medicine, criminology, and anthro-
pology.

dermatology (der-ma-tol-6)}) n. the
medical speclally concerned with
the diagnosis and treatment of skin
disorders. —dermatological adj.
—dermatologlst 2.

dermatome (der-mi-tohm) n. a
surgical Instrument used for cutting
thin slices of skin in some skin
grafting operations.

parijcular allergen. The
example in women is nickel d. from
jewellery, jean studs, elc.; in men
chromium d. is relatively common
(cement s the usual source). d. her-
petiformis an uncommmon very itchy
rash with symmelrical blistering.
especially on the knees, elbows, but-
tocks, and shoulders. It is associated
with gluten sensltivity. primary ir-
ritant d. a condition that may occur
In anyone who has sufficient con-
tact with such irritants as acids. al-
Kkalis. solvents, and (especially) de-
tergents. Il is the commonest cause
of occupational d. in hairdressers,
nurses. cooks, etc. See aiso napkin
rash. seborrhoeic d. see (seborrhoeic)
eczema.

dermatochalasls (der-mé-toh-ki-
lay-sis) n. redundant eyelid skin,
whlich may cause drooping of the
upper 11d. It occurs as a result of age-
ing and is therefore seen only In

Y I8 (der-ma-toh-my-
koh-sis) n. any infection of the skin
caused by fungl.

dermatomyositis (derni-toh-my-
oh-sy-tis) n. an inflammatory disor-
der of the skin and underlying (is-
sues, including the muscles. A
bluish-red skin eruption occurs on
the lace, scalp, neck, shoulders, and
knuckles and {s later accompanied
by severe swelling. The condltlon is
one of the connective-tissue dis-
eases; It is often assoclaled with in-
ternal cancer in adults, though not
In children.

dermatophyte (der-ma-toh-fy\) n.
any fungus belonging to the genera
Microsporum, Epidermophyion, or
Trichophyton, which cause ring:
worm. See also tinea.

dermatosis (der-mi-toh-sis) n. any
disease of skin, particularly one
without inflammation. juvenile
plantar d. a condition in which the
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skin on the front of the sole becomes
red, glazed, and symmelrically
cracked. It afTects children up to the
age of 14 and Is believed to be related
(o the wearling of trainers.

dermlis (corium) (der-mis) n. the
true skin: the thick layer of living
tissue thal lies beneath the eplder-
mis. —dermal adj.

dermographlsm (der-moh-graf-
izm) n. a local reaction caused by
pressure on the skin. People with
such highly sensitive skin can
‘write’ on il with a Nnger or blunt in-
strument, the pressure producing
weals.

dermold cyst (dermold) (der-
mold) n. a cyst containing hair, hair
follicles, and sebaceous glands, usu-
ally found at sites marking the fu-
slon of developing sections of the
body in the embryo.

Dascomet’s membrane (dess--
mayz) n. the membrane that forms
the deepest layer of the siroma
of the cornea of the eye. The endo-
thellum lles between It and the
aqueous humour. [J. Descemet
(1732- 1810), French |

detergent

with iron In body tissues and Muids
and is adminlstered by injection to
treat iron polsoning or diseases that
involve iron storage in parts of the
body (see haemochromatosls). Trade
name: Desfera),

desmold tumour (dez-mold) n. a
dense connective-tissue tumour
with a dangerous propensity for re-
peated local recurrence afler treat-
ment. Intra-abdominal desmolds
have an assocliation with famillal
adenomatous polyposls.

desmopressin (dess-moh-press-
in) n. a synthetic derlvative of vaso-
pressin thal causes a decrease In
urine outpul. It s taken orally, In-
(ranasally, or intravenously 1o treal
dlabeles Insipldus, noclurnal enu-
resis, mild haemophllia, and von
Willebrand's disease. Trade names:
DDAVP, Desmotabs, Desmo-

spray.
desogestrel (dess-oh-jee-strél) n.
a progestogen used in varlous oral
contraceptives, usually in combl-
natlon with an oestrogen. Trade
_names: ervclon Merclion.
(dess-oxi-met-a-

itization (d i-ty-zay-
shén) 5. 1. (hyposensitization) a
method for reducing the effects of a
known allergen by injecting, over a
period, gradually increasing doses
of the allergen, until resistance Is
built up. See allergy. 2. a technlque
used in the behaviour therapy of
phobic states. The thing that Is
feared Is very gradually introduced
to the patient, In conjunction with
relaxation therapy, so that he or she
Is able to cope with progresslvely
closer approximations to it.
desferrionamine (dess-ferri-oks-

zohn) n1. a cortlcostereld applied to
the skin as a cream or ointment (o
reduce inflammation and prurltus.
Trade name: Stledex.

desquamatlon (dess-kwi-may-
shdn) n. the process in which the
outer layer of the epidermis of the
skin Is removed by scaling.

detached retina (di-tachi) n. see
retinal delachment.

detergent (di-terjént) n. a syn-
thetic cl agent thatr
all impuritles from a surface by re-
acllng with grease and suspended
parllcles lncludlng bacterla and

A-meen) n. a drug that b

other microor



detoxlication

( ification)
(dee-toksi-kay-shén) n. 1. the
process by which toxic substances
are removed or loxic eflects neu-
tralized. It is one of the functions of
the liver. 2. the ‘drying-out’ of a pa-
lent suffering from alcoholism.

detrition (di-trish-dn) n. the
process of wearing away solid bod-
les (e.g. bones) by friction or use. -

detritus (di-try-tus) n. particles of
matter produced by disintegration,
tissue death, etc.

detrusor muscle (di-troo-ser) n.
the muscle of the urinary bladder
wall. Its function is assessed by uro-
dynamic investigation (see urody-
namics).

detumescence (dee-(ew-mes-éns)
n. 1. the reverse of creclion,
whereby the erect penis or clitoris
becomes flaccid alter orgasm. 2.
subsidence of a swelling.

deut- (deuto-, deuter(o)-) prefix
denoting \wo, second, or secondary.

deuteranopla (dew-ter-d-noh-pid)
n. adefect in colour vision in which
reds, yellows, and greens are con-
fused. Compare trilanopia.

developmental delay (di-vel-op-
men-t’l) n. considerable delay in the
physical or mental development of
children when compared with thelr
peers. There are many causes.
Global delay describes the state of a
child whose overall developmenl Is
slow in all areas.

anl dl

Yy
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in speciffc disorders, (such as
dyslexia) the handicap Is an isolated
problem.

P PR ol
n. skills galned by a developing
child, which should be achieved by
a glven age. Examples include smil-
ing by six weeks and sltting unsup-
poried by eight months. Failure to
achleve a particular milestione by a
glven age Is indicative of develop
mental delay.

deviation (dee-vl-ay-shdn) n. 1. (in
ophthalmology) any abnormal posi-
tion of one or both eyes. Deviations
of both eyes may occur in brain dis-
ease. Deviations of one eye come
into the category of squint (see stra-
bismus). dissociated vertical d. an ac-
quired condlitlon, chiefly associated
with infantile esolropia (convergent
strabismus), In which one eye looks
upwards when it is covered. 2. see
sexual deviation.

Devic's disease (dev-iks) /. see
neuromyelitis optica. (E. Devic
(1869-1930), French physician)

DEXA n. dual-energy X-ray absorp-
tiometry: a method of measuring
bone density based on the propor-
tlon of a beamn of photons (hat passes
through the bone.

dexamethasone (deks-d-meth-a-
zohn) n. a corticosteroid drug ad-
ministered by mouth or injection or
as eye or ear drops principally lo

treat severe allergies, skin and eye

n. any
one of a group of conditlons that
arlse in infancy or childhood and
are characterized by delays in bio-
logically determined psychological
functions. such as Janguage. In per-
vasive conditions (e.g. autism) many
types of development are involved;

d rheumatic and other in-
flammatory condliions, and hor:
mone and blood disorders. Trade
names: Decadron, Maxidex.

amine) (deks-am-l"et-émi.n) n. sev
amphelamines.
dextr- (dextro-) prefix denoting 1.
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the right side. 2. (in chemistry) dex-
trorotatlon.

dextran (deks-tran) n. a carbohy-
drate, cons!sling of branched chains
of glucose unlts, that Is a storage
product of bacteria and yeasts.
Preparations of dextran solution are
used in transfusions, in order to in-
crease the volume of plasma.

dextrin (deks-irin) n. a carbohy-
drate formed as an Iintermediate
product in the digestion of starch by
the enzyme amylase. Dextrin is used
in the preparation of pharmaceuti-
cal products and surgical dressings.

dextrocardia (deks-troh-kar-dia)
n. a congenital defect In which the
position of the heart is a mirror
Image of its normal position, with
the apex of the ventricles pointing to
the right.

dextromoramlide (deks-iroh-mor-
4-myd) n. an analgesic admlnistered
by mouth, injection, or as supposl-
lories to relleve moderale or severe
pain. Dextromoramide is similar to
morphine and can cause morphine-
type dependence. Trade name: Pal-
flum.

dextropropoxyphene (dcks-troh-
pro-poks-i-feen) n. an analgesic ad-
ministered by mouth to relieve mild
or moderate paln. Trade name: Dox-

olene.
dextrose (deks-trohz) n. see glu-

cose.

DHEA 1. see dehydroeplandros-
terone.

dhoble Itcf (doh-bl) n. a fungal in-
fection of the skin that chiefly af-
fects the groin but may spread (o the
thighs and buttocks. It |s caused by
certain species of Trichophyton and
Epidermophyton. Medical name:
tinea cruris. See also tlnea.

diabetes

DI n. donor insemination (see artifl-
cial insemination).

di- prefix denoting iwo or double.

dla- prefix denoting 1. through. 2.
completely or throughout. 3, apart.

dlabetes (dy-d-bee-teez) n. any dls-
order ol metabolism causing exces-
sive thirst and the production of
large volumes of urlne. d. insipidus
arare form of diabetes that is due to
deflciency of the pituitary hormone
vasopressin (antidluretic hormone).
d. mellitus (DM) a disorder of carbo-
hydrate melabolism in which sug-
ars In the body are not oxldized to
produce energy due to lack of the
pancreallc hormone Insulin. The ac-
cumulation of sugar leads to its
appearance in the blood (hyper-
glycaemia), then in the urine; symp-
toms Include thirst, loss of weight,
and the excessive production of
urine. The use of fats as an alterna-
tive source of cnergy leads to dis-
turbances of the acld-base balance,
kelosls, and eventually lo diabetic
coma. The diet must be controlled,
wlth adequate carbohydrate for the
body's needs; lack of balance In the
diel leads lo hypoglycaemln ln l,\pe
1 (or insulin-d
which usually starts in chudhood or
adolescence, pallents are entirely
dependent on Injections of Insulin
for survival. In type 2 (noninsulin-
dependent or mmaturity-onset) d. mel-
litus, either the pancreas retains
some abllity 1o produce Insulin, but
thls is Inadequate for the body's
needs, or the body becomes resis-
tant to the effects of insulin; oral
hypoglycaemic drugs or insulin
may be required. Type 2 diabetes
usually occurs after the age of 40,
but a rare form, maturity-onset d.




diabetic amyotrophy

of the young (MODY), develops In
people under 25. Type 3 (or gesta-
tional) d. mellitus develops during
pregnancy. -—dlabetic (dy-3-bet-ik)
ad,

.. .

diabetic amyotrophy 7. see amy-
olrophy.

diabetic hand syndrome n. the
comblnation of features, often found
in the hands of long-standing dia-
betic subjects, consisting of Du-
puytren’s contractures, knuckle
pads, carpal (unnel syndrome,
cheiroarthropathy, and sclerosing
tenosynovltis.

diabetic honeymoon period n.
a well-recognized period just after
the diagnosis of type 1 diabetes mel-
litus when only very low insulin
doses are required to control the
condltion. It will last for months o
afew years.

diabetic nephropathy n. see
nephropathy.

dlabetic neuropathy n. ser neu-
ropathy.

diabetic retinopathy 5. ser
retinopathy.

diagnosis (dy-dg-noh-sis) n. the
process of delermining the nature
of a disorder by considering (he pa-
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on recovery an intra-abdominal
haemorthage is indlcated. This isa
useful diagnostic {00! in Lrauma pa-
tients.

diatyser (dy-a-ly-zer) n. a piece of
apparatus for separating compo-
nents of a liquld mixture by dialy-
sis, used especially in haemodialy-

sls.

dlalysls (dy-al-i-sis) n. a inethod of
separaling parlicles of different di-
menslons in a llquld mixlure, using
a thin semipermeable membrane. A
solullon of the mixture is separated
Irom distilled water by the mem-
brane: the solutes pass through the
membrane into the water while the
proteins, elc., are retained. The
principle of dialysis is used in treat-
ing kidney fallure (see haemo-
dlalysis). peritoneal d. the use of the
peritloneum as a semipereable
membrane by patlents with kidney
failure. elther continuously or
intermitiently, employed when
haemodialysis is not appropriale.

diamorphine (dy-a-mor-feen) n. a
pharmaceutical preparation of
heroln: a powerful narcotic anal-
gesic used for the relief of severe
pain.

tient's signs and sy
background, and - when necessary ~
results of laboratory tesls and X-ray
examinations. differential d. diag-
nosis of a conditlon whose signs
and/or syinptoms are shared by var-
ious other conditions. See also pn.-
natal di Compare pr
-—dlagnostic (dy-dg-noss- llk) adj.
diagnostic peritoneal |

{dy-a-pd-dee-sis) n. mi:
grntlon of cells through the walls of
blood capiliaries into the tissue
spaces. Diapedesis is an important
pari of the reaction of tissues to in-
Jury (see inflammation).

diaphoresle (dy-i-fer-ee-sis) n. the
process ol sweating, especlally ex-
cessive sweating. See sweat.

n. the instillation of saline dlrectly
into the abdominal cavity and its
subsequent asplration a few min-
utes later. If the fluid is bloodstained

dlaphoretic (sudorific) (dy-a.fer-
et lk) na dmg such as pllocarpine,
that causes an increase in sweating
Antipyretic drugs also have dia
phoretlc activity.






diathesls

used 1o destroy unwanted tlssue and
to remove small superficlal neo-
plasms. See also electrosurgery.

diathesis (dy-ath-|-sis) n. a higher
than average tendency to acquire
certain diseases, such as allergles,
rheumatic dlseases, or gout. Such
diseases may run in families, but
they are not inheriled.

dlazepam (dy-az-&pam) nn. a long-
acting benzodiazepine, adminis-
tered by mouth or injectton, used to
treat acute anxlety, delirlum
tremens, epilepsy, and muscle
spasms. ]l Is also used as a premed-
Ication. Trade names: Diazemuls.
Vallum.

diazoxlde (dy-i-zok-syd) n. a drug
used to lower blood pressure in pa-
tlents with hypertension and also
used to treat condliions in which
the levels of blood sugar are low.
It is adminlstered by mouth or
(for hypertension) injection. Trade
name: Eudemine.

DIC n. see disseminated intravascu-
lar coagulation.

dicephalus (dy-sef-i-lis) n. see
cranlopagus.

dichromatic (dy-kroh-mat-ik) adj.
describing Lhe state of colour vision
of those who can appreclate only
twao of the three primary colours.
Compare (richromatic.

Dick test (dik) 7. a test for suscep-
tibllity to scarlet fever. [G. F. Dick
(1881-1967) and G. R. H. Dick (1881-
1963), US physicians)

diclofenac (dy-kloh-fen-ak) n. an
anti-Inflammatory drug (see NSAID)
used to relieve Joint pain in os-
teoarthritis, rheumatoid arthritis,
and ankylosing spondylitis. It Is ad-
ministered by mouth or injectlon or
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topically. Trade names: Volraman,
Vottarol.
Dlconal (dy-k5-nél) n. see dipipa-
none.
dicophane (dy-koh-fayn) n. see
DDT.

dicrotism (dy-krd-tlzm) 5. a condi-
tion In which the pulse is felt as a
double beat for each contraction of
the heart. It may be seen In typhoid
fever. —dicrotie (dy-Xrot-ik) adj.

dicycloverine (dicyclomine)
(dy-sy-klé-vé-reen) n. an anticholin-
ergle drug that reduces spasms of
smooth muscle and is administered
by mouth to relleve peplic ulcer, in-
fantile collc, colitls, and related con-
ditlons. Trade name: Merbentyl.

didanosine (ddt) (dy-dan-d-seen)
n. an antiviral drug that is adminis-
tered by mouth to prolong the lives
of patients with AIDS and HIV in-
fection. Possible side-effects include
damage {0 nerves, severe pancreati:
tis, nausea, vomiting. and headache.
'l‘rnde name: Vldc)l

1 (didy ) prefix d

the testls,

dlet (dy-&t) n. the mixture of foods
that a person eats. balanced d. a diet
that contalns the correct propor-
tions of all the nutrients.

dletary fibre (roughage) (dy-it-
er-i) n. the part of food that cannot
be dlgested and absorbed 1o produce
energy. Foods with a high fibre con-
tent Include wholemeal cereals and
flour, root vegetables, nuts, and
fruit. Dietary {1bre is considered by
some to be helpful In the prevention
of such diseases as diverticulosls,
constipation, appendicitis, obesity,
and diabetes mellitus.

dletetics (dy-i-tet-iks) n. the appli-
catlon of the principles of nutrition
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to the selection of food and the feed-
ing of indivIduals and groups.
dlethylcarbamazine (dy-eth-il-
kar-bam-d-zeen) n. an anthelmintic
drug that Is administered by mouth
in the treatment of filarlasls and

Ioiasls.

dliethylstilbestrol (dy-eth-il-stil-
bes-trdl) n. a synthetic female sex
hormone (see oestrogen) adminls-
tered by mouth or as pessarles to re-
lleve menstrual disorders and
symp of the o
treat prostate and breast cancer,
and to suppress lactatlon. Trade

digital

diffusion (di-few-zAdn) n. the mix-
Ing of one liquid or gas with another
by Lhe random movement of their
particles.

difiunisal (dy-floo-ni-sél) n. an anti-
Inflammatory drug (see NSAID) de-
rived from salicylic acid and used
to conlrol symploms in osteoarthrl-
tis and other painful condltfons. 1t is
administered by mouth. Trade
name: Dolobid.

dl George syndrome (dec-jor))
n. a hereditary condition resulting
in an mablhty to l')ghl infections
(l Inted with

names: Apstil, T

Dletl's crisls (deel Iz)n. acute ob-
struclion of a kidney causing severe
pain in the loins. The obstruction
usually occurs at the junction of the
renal pelvis and the ureter, causing
the kidney (o become dlstended
with accumulated urine (see hydro-
nephrosis). [J. Diell (1804-78), Pollsh
physician)

differential diagnosis (dif-er-en-
shal) n. see diagnosis.

differential leucocyte count
(differentisl blood count) n. a
determinatlon of the proportions of
the different kinds of white cells
(leucocytes) present in a sample of
blood. The information often aids
diagnosls of disease.

differentiation (dif-er-en-shi-ay-

shdn) n. 1. (In embryology) the
process in embryonlc development
during which unspeciallzed cells or
tissues become speclalized for par-
ticular functloffs. 2. (in oncology)
the degree of similarity of tumour
cells to the structure of the organ
from which the tumour arose. Tu-
inours are classifled as well, moder-
ately, or poorly differentiated.

bx of the pamlhyrold and thy-

mus glands, abnormalities of the
heart, and low levels of calcium. See
also CATCH-22. [A. M. di George
(1921- ), US paediatrician)]

digestion (dy-Jes-chdén) n. the
process in which ingested food Is
broken down In the alimentary
canal into a form thal can be ab-
sorbed and assimilated by the tis-
sues of the body.

diglit (diJ-it) n. a finger or (oe.

digital (di)-it-al) ad). 1. relating toa
finger or loe. 2. relatlng to or desig-
natlng Information that can be rep-
resented by a serles of numbers. d.
hearing ald see hearing aid. d. image
an electronically produced image,
such as an image produced by digi-
tal radlography, made up of pixels,
each of which has numbers to rep-
resent |ls posltion and shade. See
dlgitization. d. radiography see ra.
diography. d. subtraction a tech-
nique used in X-ray examinaltlon,
most commonly of blood vessels, in
which a digitized image taken be-
fore addition of the contrast
medium is subtracted by computer
from the Images taken after contrast



digitalis

injection. Ohly the outline of the
blood vessel remains on the image,
bling blood-vessel y and

blood supply to an organ to be
demonstrated more clearly.

digitalls (dij-i-tay-lls) n. an extract
from the dried leaves of foxgloves
(Digitalis species), which contains
various substances, Including digi-
toxin and dlgoxin, that stimulate
heart muscle.

digitalization (di)-1t-i-ly-zay-shdn)
A. the admlnistration of a derivative
of digitalis to a patienl with heart
failure untll the optimum level has
been reached In the heart tissues.

digitization (dij-it-I-zay-shdn) a. (in
radiology) the repr fon of
analogue images (i.e. images pro-
duced by X-ray machines, CT scan-
ners, MRI scanners, or ultrasound
probes) as a sel of numerical values,
which enables their electronic ma-
nipulation, slorage, and transfer via
computer links in the form of digital

images.
digltoxin (di)-i-toks-in) n. a drug
that Increases heart muscle con-
traction and is administered by
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enlargement or expansion of a hol-
low organ (such as a blood vessel)
or cavity.

dil (| and cur ge (D
and €) 7. an operation in which
the cervix (neck) of the uterus is di-
lated, using a dilator, and the lining
(endometrium) of the uterus Is
11ghtly scraped off with a curelte (se¢
curettage). It Is performed for a va-
riely of reasons, including removal
of cysts or tumours and examina-
tion of the endometrium in the di-
agnosis of gynaecological disorders.

dilator (dy-lay-ter) 5. 1. an instru-
meni used {o enlarge a body opening
or cavity. 2. o drug, applied elther
locally or systemically, that causes
expansion of a structure. See also
vasodllator. 3. a muscle that, by its
action, opens an aperture or orifice
in the body.

dill water (dil) n. a preparation
containing a volatlle oll extracted
from the dill plant (Anethum grav-
eolens), used to treal flatulence in
Infants.

diltlazem (dll-ti-A-zem) n. a calcium

that is used in the treat:

mouth or injection in heart faflure.
It Is slow-acting bul the efTects are
prolonged.

digoxin (dy-goks-In) a. a drug Lhat
increases heart muscle contraction
and is administered by mouth or in-
Jection in heart failure, 1t is rapidly
effective and the effects are short-
tlved. Trade name: Lanoxin.

dihydrocodelne (dy-hy-dro-koh-
deen) n. a drug administered by
mouth or injection lo relieve pain
and suppress coughs (see analgesic,
aniitussive). Trade name: DHC
Continus.

dllatation (dy-la-tay-shén) n. the

ment ol effort-associated angina anl
high blood pressure (hyperiension).
It acts as a vasedilator and is ad-
ministered by mouth. Trade names:
Adizem, Dilzem, Tlidlem, elc.

dimercaprol (BAL, British Antl-
Lewlsite) (dy-mer-kap-rol) n. n
drug that combines with metals in
the body and is adminlstered by in-
jection to treat poisoning by anti
mony, arsenic, bismuth, gold, mer
cury, and thalljum.

dimeticone (dimethicone) (dy
met-1-kohn) n. a silicone prepara
tion used externally to prevent
undue dryling of the skin and to pro
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tect it against rritating external
agents. It Is commonly used to pre-
vent napkin rash in babies. Trade
names: Conotrane, Slopel. See also
simethicone.

dinoprostone (dy-noh-prest-ohn)
n. a prostaglandin drug used mainly
to induce labour. It is administered
as a vaginal (ablet or gel. Trade
names: Propess, Prostin E2.

dioctyl sodium sulphosuccl-
nate (docusate sodlum) (dy-
ok-tyl soh.di-im sul-foh-suk-si-
nayt) n. a softening agent that is
given by mouth or in suppositories,
ollen together with a laxative, 1o re-
lieve constipation. It is also used In
solution fo soften ear wax.

diode laser (dy-ohd) . see laser.

dloptre (dy-op-ter) n. the unit of
measurement of the power of re-
fraction of a lens. One dioptre is the
power of a lens that brings parallel
light rays 1o a focus at a point one
metre from the lens, alter passing
through il.

diphenhydramine (dy-fen-hy-dri.
meen) n. an antlhistamine with
sedative properties administered by
mouth to induce sleep. It may be
combined wilh other drugs in cough
mixtures.

diphtherla (dif-theer-if) n. an acute
highly conlaglous infection, caused
hy the bacterium Corynebacterium
diphtheriae, that generally affects
the throat but occasiogally afTects
other mucous membranes and the
skin. Early sympioms are a sore
throat, weakness, and mild fever;
futer, a solt grey membrane forms
ucross the throat, constricting the
sir passages and causing dificulty
in breathing and swallowing. Bac-
terla multiply at the site of infection

diploé

and release a toxin into the blood-
stream, which damages heart and
nerves. An effective immunization
programme has now made diphthe-
ria rare In mosi Western countrles

(see also Schick lest).
diphtherold (dilther-old) ad). re-
bling diphtheria lally the

membrane formed in diphtherin) or
the bacteria that cause it.
diphyllobothriasis (dy-fil-oh-bo-
thry-a-sis) n. an infestation of the
Intestine wlith the broad tapeworm,
Diphytlobothrium latum, which
sometimes causes nausea, malnu-
trition. diarrhoea, and anaemia re-
sulting from mpaired absorplion of
vilamin B,; through the gut.
diplpanone (dy-pip-a-nohn) n. apo-
tent opioid analgesic administered
by mouth In combination with cy-
cllzine (as Diconal) to relieve severe

pain.
dipl- (diplo-) prefix denoting dou-
ble.

diplacusls (dip-li-kew-sis) n. per-
ception of a single sound as double
owing lo a defect of the cochlea in
the inner ear.

diplegla (dy-plee-ja) n. paralysis in-
volving both sides of the body and
affecting the legs more severely
than the arms. cerebral d. a form of
cerebral palsy in which there Is
widespread damage. in both cer-
cbral hemispheres, of the brain cells
that control the movements of the
limbs. —dipleglc adj.

diplococcus (dip-loh-kok-is) n.
any of a group of nonmotlle para-
sitic spherlcal bacteria that occur
In pairs. The group includes the
pneumococcus.

diplo# (dip-loh-ee) n. the lattice-like



tissue that lies between {he inner
and ouler layers of the skull.

diplold (dlp-loid) adj. describing
cells, nuclei, or organisms in which
each chromosome excepl the Y sex
chromosome Is represented twice.
Compare haplold. —diplold n.

diplopia (di-ploh-pid) a. double vi-
sion: the simullaneous awareness of
two images of the one object. It is
psually due lo limitation of move-
ment of one eye. which may be
caused by a defect of the nerves or
muscles conlrolling eye movement
or a mechanical restriction of eye-
ball movement in the orbil. Double
vislon that does not disappear on
covering one eye can be caused by
early cataract (see also polyopia).

dipsomania (dip-sé-may-nid) n.
morbid and Insatlable craving for
alcohol, occurring in paroxysms.
Only a small proportion of alco-
holics show this symptom. See alco-
holism.

dipyridamole (dy-py-rid-d-mohl) n.
adrug that dilates the blood vessels
of the heart and reduces platelet ag-
gregation. It is glven by mouth to
preven( thrombosis around pros-
thetlc heart valves. Trade name:
Persantin.

direct observed therapy (DOT)
(dl-rekt) n. antituberculosis therapy
in which the drugs are adminlstered
by a nurse practitioner.

director (dl-rek-ler) . an instru-
ment used to guide the extent and
directlon of a surgical Inclsion.

dls- prefix denoting separation.

disabliity (dis-a-bll-iti) n. a loss or
restriction of functional abllity or
activity as a result of impairment of
the body or mind. See also handlcap.
—disabled (dis-ay-biild) ad).
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disaccharide (dy-sak-a-ryd)n »
carbohydrate consisting of (wn
lInked monosaccharide units. I
most common disaccharides m+
maltose, lactose, and sucrose.

disarticulation (dis-ar-tik-yoo lay
shdn) n. separation of two bones nl n
joint. Thls may be the result of nn
injury or it may be done by the s
geon al operation in the course of
ampulation.

dilsc (disk) n. (In anatomy) n
rounded flattened structure, sucli as
an intervertebral disc or the opti

dise.

discleslon (dis-slzh-6n) n. an obs:
lete operation for cataract in which
the lens capsule was ruptured by »
fine knlife or needle to allow the sub
stance of the lens (o be absorbed nal
urally into the surrounding fuid «f
the eye.

discold lupus eryth

(DLE) (dis-koid) n. see lupus (ery
thematosus).

discrete (dis-kreet) adj. compossi
of several paris: describing lesloin
that are separate and do not run Intu
each other.

disease (dl-zeez) n. adisorder wilh
a specific cause and recognizable
signs and symptoms; any bodily nh
normality or fallure to [unction
properly, except that resulting di
recily (rom physlical injury (the Int
ter, however, may open the way fin
disease).

disimpaction (dis-im-pak-shdn)n
1he process of separating the broken
ends of a bone when they have been
forcibly driven together during n
fracture.

disinfectant (dis-in-fek-tint) n. an
agent that destroys or removes bic
teria and other microorganisms anil
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1 used (o cleanse surglcal instru-
ments and other objects. Examples

dissociative disorder

ceive special allowances under the
terms of the National Health Service

re cresol, hexachlor and
shenol.

lisinfection (dis-in-fek-shén) n.
the process of eliminating infectlve
microorganisms {rom conlaminated
mstruments, clothing, or surround-
Ings by the use of physlcal means or
chemicals (disinfectants).

disinfestation (dis-in-fes-tay-shdn)
. the destruction of insect pests and
other animal parasites. This gener-
ally involves the use of insecticides.

dislocatlon (luxation) (dis-15-
kay-shon) n. displ from

for di the medications they
prescribe for their patients.

di ctlon (dis-sek-shon) n. the
cutting apart and separalion of the
body tissues along the natural divi-
slons of the organs and different tis-
sues In the course of an operation.
Dissection of corpses is carrled out
for the study of anatomy.
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in-ayt-id)
ad). widely distributed in an organ
(or organs) or in Lhe whole body.
The term may refer to disease or-

their normal position of bones meet-
Ing at a joint such that there is com-
plete loss of contact of the jolnt sur-
faces. The bones are restored to
fheir normal positions by manlpu-
Jation under local or general anaes-
ia (see reducllion). Compare sub-
Juxation.
$lsopyramide (dy-soh-py-ré-myd)
‘s adrug administered by mouth or
‘InJection to treat various heari con-
idilions involving abnormal hearl
Jates. Trade names: Dirythmin 8A,
{Rythmodan.
disorlentation (dis-or-i-én-tay-
shdn) n. the slate produced by loss of
awareness of space, time, or per-
-eonality. It can occur as the result of
drugs, anxlety, or organic disease
(such as dementia or Korsakofl's
syndrome).
dlspensary (dis-pen-ser-i) n. a
place where medicines are made up
by a pharmacist according (o the
idoctor’s prescriptlon and dispensed
fo palients.
spensing practice (dis-pen-
eing prak-tis) n. (In Britain) a gen-
‘eral practice in which doctors re-

L or to pathological changes.

di. inated Intr ||
coagulation (DIC) n. a condition
resuiting from overstimulation of
the blood-clotiing mechanisms in re-
sponse to disease or injury, such as
severe infection, malignancy, acute
leukaemia, burns, severe trauma,
abruptio placentae, or intraulerine
fetal death. The overstimulation re-
sults in generalized blood coagula-
tion and excesslve consumption of
coagulation factors. The resulting
deficlency of these may lead to spon-
taneous bleeding.

n, see
mulllple sclerosis.

dissoclation (dis-soh-si-ay-shén)
n. (in psychlatry) the process
whereby thoughts and ideas can be
split off from consclousness and
may functlon independently, allow-
ing conflicting opinions to be held at
the same time about the same ob-
ject. Dissociation may be the main
factor In cases of dissociative {fugue
and multiple personalities (see dis-
sociative disorder). —dissoclative
(dis-soh-sha-tiv) adj.

dissoclative disorder n. any one
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of a group of exireme defence mech-
anlsms that include amnesia, fugue,
multiple personality disorder, and
trancelike states with severely re-
duced response to external stimuli.
See also dissociation.

distal (dis-t'l) ad). (In anatomy) sit-
uated away from the orlgin or point
of attachment or from the median
line of the body. Compare proximal.

Distalgesic (dis-(')-jee-slk) n. see
co-proxamol.

distichlasle (dis-li-ky-a-sis) . a
very rare condition in which there
is an extra row of eyelashes behind
the normal row. They may rub on
the cornea.

distigmine (dy-stig-meen) n. an
anticholinesterase drug used to
treat myasthenia gravls. It Is ad-
ministered by mouth. Trade name:
Ubretid. .

distraction (dis-trak-shon) n. 1.
(in orthopaedics) Increasing the dis-
Lance between (wo joinl surfaces or
the two ends of a divided bone. 2.
(In therapy) a diversional therapy
(hat can enable procedures to be
carried oul with the patient ln a
state of relaxation.

distraction test 5. a hearing test
used for screening infants belween
the ages of six and ten months. One
examiner sils in front of the infant
and gains Its attention, while a sec-
ond examiner, situated just behind
the infant, makes a sound at the
level of the infant’s ear {o one side or
the other. If the infant can hear it
(urns in the direction of the sound.

district nurse (home nuree)
(dis-trikt) a. (In Britain) & nurse
wlth speclal training in domiciliary
services. District nurses are usually
employed by a community trust but
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may also be allocated to a desig-
naled general practice (see atlach-
ment).

disulfiram (dy-sul-fi-ram) n. adrug
adminlstered by mouth in the treat-
ment of chronic alcoholism. It acts
as a deterrent by producing un-
pleasant effects. such as headache.
nausea, and vemiting. when taken
with alcohol. Trade name: Anta-
buse.

dithranol (dith-ra-nol) n. adrug ap-
plied to the skin as an ointment or
pasle to treat psoriasis. It may irri-
tate the skin on appllcation. Trade
names: Afphodith. Dithrolan.

diuresis (dy-yoor-ee-sis) n. in-
creased secrellon of urine by the
kidneys. This normally follows (he
drinking of more fluid than the body
requires, but it can be stimulated by
the administration of a diuretlc.

diuretic (dy-yoor-et-ik) n. a drug
that increases the volume of urine
produced by promoting the excre-
tion of salts and water from the kid-
ney. Diurellcs are used In the Lreat
ment{ of oedema and high blood
pressure. loop d. a dluretic, such as
furosemide, that acts by inhibiting
reabsorption of sodlum and potas:
sium in Henle's loop. potassium-
sparing d. a diurelic, such as
amiloride, that prevents excessive
loss of potassium at the distal con-
voluted tubules. thiazide d. a dl-
uretic, such as bendroflumethi-
azide, that acts by preventing the
reabsorptlon of sodlum and potas-
stum In the disial kidney tubules.

dlumal (dy-ern-il) ad/. occurring
durling the day.

divarication (dy-va-rl-hay-shdn) n.
the separalion or streiching of bod-
ily structures. rectus d. streiching of
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therectus abdominis muscle, a com-
mon condltion assoclated with preg-
nancy or obesity.

divaricator (dy-va-rl-kay-fer) n. 1.
a scissor-like surgical instrument
used to divide portlons of tissue into
two separate parts during an opera-
tion. 2. a form of retractor used o
open out the sides of an abdominal
Incision and facilitate access.

divergence (dy-ver-jéns) n. (in
ophthalmology) movement of the
eyes away from the midline. d. ex-
cess a type of dlvergent sirablsmus
in which the eyes are deviated out-
wards more when looking in the dis-
tance than for near vision. d. in-
sufficiency a type ol convergent
atrabismus In which the eyes arcde-
viated slighUy Inwards only when
looking In the distance.

diverticular disease (dy-ver-tik-
yoo-ler) n. a condillon in which
there are diverticula (see diverticu-
Jumn) in the colon iated with

DNA

testine without evidence of inflam-
mation (compare diverticulitis).

diverticulum (dy-ver-tik-yoo-lim)
n. (pl. diverticula) a sac or pouch
formed at weak points In the walls
of the alimentary tract. colonic d. a
dlverticulum that affects the colon.
They are somelimes associated with
abdominal pain or altered bowel
habit (see divertlcular disease, di-
verticulitis). fejunal d. a diverticu-
lum that affects the small intestine.
They are often multiple and may
give rise to abdominal discomfort
and malabsorptlon. Meckel’s d. a di-
verticulum that occurs in the lleum
as a congenital abnormality. [t may
become inflamed, mimicking ap-
pendicltis, or it may form a peptic
ulcer, causing pain, bleeding, or per-
foration.

divislon (di-vizA-6n) n. the separa-
tion of an organ or tissue Into parts
by surgery.

lower abdominal pain and disturbed
bowel habit. The pain is due to
spasm of Lthe muscle of the intestine
and not to infl lon of the di-

ygotic twins (dy-zy-got-lk) pl.
n. see twins.
DKA n. see (dlabetic) ketoacidosis.

DLE n. see (discold) lupus ery-

verlicula (compare dlverticulitls).

diverticulitls (dy-ver-tlk-yoo ly-tls)
. Inflammatlon of a diverticulum,
most commonly of one or more
colonic diverticula. This type of dl-
verileulitls Is caused by infection
and causes lower abdominal pain
with dlarrhoea or constipation. A
Meckel’s diverticulum may some-
times become Inflamed due (o infec-
tion, causing symptoms slmilar to
appendicitls. Compare diverticular
disease.

diverticulosls (dy-ver-tik-yoo-loh-
ais) n. a condition in which diver-
ticula exist in a segment of the ine

DM n. see dlabetes (mellitus).

DMD n. Duchenne muscular dysiro-
phy: see muscular dystrophy.

DMBSA 1. dimercaptosuccinic acid,
which when labelled with tech-
netlum-99m is used as a tracer {o ob-
tain scintigrams of the kidney, by
means of a gamma camera, particu-
larly to show scarring resulting
from infection and to assess the rel-
atlve quantity of functloning tissue
in each kidney.

DNA (deoxyribonuclelc acld)
n. the genetic material of nearly all
living organisms, which controls
heredlty and is located in the cell
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nucleus (see chromosome, gene).
DNA is a nuclelc acld composed of
two strands made up of units called
nucleotides, wound around each
other into a double helix. The DNA
molecule can make exact copies of
itsell by the process of replicatlon,
thereby passing on the genelic In-
formatlon to the daugh cells

182

practitioner, i.e. one who has been
reglsiered by the General Medical
Councll.
docusate sodlium (dok-yoo-sayt)
n. see dloctyl sodium sulphosucci:
nate.
D&deriein’s baclllus (ded-er
lynz) n. the bacterium Lactobaciflus
hilus, occurring normally in

when the cell divides.

DNAse n. an enzyme that catalyses

the cleavage of DNA. A genetically

i ed form, r bl hu-
man DNAse (dornase alfa), Is ad-
ministered by inhalation in the
treatment of cystic flbrosls (o re-
duce the viscasity of the sticky se-
cretlons in the lungs. Trade name:
Pulmozyme.

dobutamine (doh-bew-ti-meen) n.
a sympathomimetic drug used lo as-
slst in the management of heart fail-
ure. It increases the force of con-
traction of the ventricles and
Improves the heart output and it
may be given by contlnuous intra-
venous drip. Trade names: Do-
butrex, Posiject

docetaxel (dos-1-taks-&]) n. a cyto-
toxic anticancer drug (see taxane)
administered by intravenous infu-
sion for the treatment of advanced
breas{ cancer and non-small-cell
lung cancer. Trade name: Taxo-
tere.

Doctor (dok-ter) 5. 1. the title given
to a recipient of a higher universily
degree than a Master's degree, usu-
ally a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD or
DPhil) degree. The degree Medlci-
nae Doctor (MD) is awarded by
some Brltish universities as a re-
scarch degree (o those with a first
degree in medicine. 2. a courlesy
title given to a quallfied medical

the vagina and its secretions. See
Lactobaclllus. [A. S. G. Ddderlein
(1860-1941), German obstetrician
and gynaecologist)

DOH n seeDepartmen( of Health.

{ ) prefix di
long.

dolichocephaly (doli-koh-seFall)
n. the condition of having a rela-
tively long skull, with a cephallc

index of 75 or less. —dolicho-

cephalic adj.

dolor (doler)n pain: one of the four
1 signs of infl ionina

tissue. See aiso calor, rubor, tumor.

dolorimetry (dol-er-lm-itri) a. the
measurement of pain. See algesim-
eter.

domliclllary midwife (dom-isil:
yerl) n. see community mldwlfe.

domicliliary services pil. n. (in
Britain) health and social services
that are available in the home and
are distinguished from hospital-
based services.

dominant (dom-i-nédnt) adj. (in
genetics) describlng a gene (or
Its corresponding characterislic)
whose effect is shown in the indl-
vidual whether its allele is the same
or dilferent. aufosomal d. see auto
somal (dominant). Compare reces:
slve. —dominant n.

domperidone (dom-pe-ri-dohn) n.
an antiemetic drug used especially
to reduce the nausea and vomiting
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caused by other drugs (eg anti-
cancer drugs). It Is ad tered by

I)opplor ulira-ouml (dop-ler) . a
utilizing the

mouth or suppository. Trade name:
Motllium.

Donald-Fotherglll operation
(Fotherglil's operation, Man-
chester operation) (don-ild
foth-er-gil) n. a surgical operation
consisting of anterior colporrhaphy.
amputation of the cervix, and
colpoperineorrhaphy. It is per-
formed for genital prolapse, [A. Don-
ald (1860-1933) and W. E. Fotherglll
(1865-1926), British gynaecologists)

donepezil (don-ep-i-zll) n. see
acetylcholinesterase inhibltor.

donor (doh-ner) n. a person who
makes his own tissues or organs
ilable for use by else.
For example, a donor may provide
blood for transfusion ora kldney for
fon.d. i see

arll.ﬂcml insemlnation,

dopa (doh-pi) n. dihydroxyphenyl-
nlanine: a physiologlcally importiant
compound that forms an Intermed!-
ate stage in the synthesls of cat-
echolamines from the essentlal
amino acld tyrosine. The laevorola-
tory form, levodopa, is administered
for the trealment of parkinsonism.

dopamine (doh-pi-meen) n. a cat-
echolamine derived from dopa that
functions as o neurotransmitter,
acting on specific dopamine recep-
tors and also on adrenergic recep-
tors throughout the body; it also
stimulates the release of noradren-
nline from nerve endings. Dopa-
mine is used as a drug to Increase
the sirength of conltraclion of the
heart in heart failure, shock, severe
trauma. and septicaemia. It Is ad-
ministered by ln]ectlon in carefully
rontrolled dosage.

Fact lhal (he frequency of ultra.
sound waves changes when they are
rellected from a moving surface. It
is used 10 study the flow in blood
vessels and the movement ol such
structures as heart valves, The fre-
quency detecior may be part of the
ultrasound imaging probe, which
displays an image of the anatomy
on a TV screen. Simulianeously, the
Doppler signal from a particular
point on the image can be displayed
next to the anatomical posltion
using a split screen (duplex imag-
ing). Dlrectlon and veloclty of blood
Now can each be allocated to differ-
ent colours and displayed on a col-
our monltor over the anatomical
image (colour flow ultrasound imag-
ing). [C. J. Doppler (1803-53), Aus-
trian physiclst]

domase alfa (dor-nayz) n. see
DNAse.

dors- (dorsl-, dorso-) prefix de-
noting 4. the back. 2. dorsal.

dorsal (dor-sil) adj. relating to or
situated at or close to ihe back of the
body or to the posterior part of an
organ.

dorsiflexlon (dor-slflek-shdn) n.
backward flexlon of the foot or hand
or their digits; i.e. bendIng towards
the upper surface.

dorsoventral (dor-soh-ven-(rdl)
ad). (in anatomy) extending from
the back (dorsal) surface to the front
(ventral) surface.

dorsum (dor-sim) n. 1. the back.
2. the upper or posterior surface of
a part of the body.

dorzolamlde (dor-zol-d-myd) n. a
carbonic anhydrase inhibitor used
to reduce intraocular pressure in



the treatment of glaucoma. It is ad-
ministered as eye drops, sometimes
in combinatlon with timolol. Trade
names: Cosopt,

dose (dohs) n. a carefully measured
quantity of a drug that Is prescribed
by a doctor to be given to a pallent at
any one time.

dosimaeter (doh-slm-iter) n. 1. a
device to measure the Intensity of a
radiation source. 2. a device (o
record the amount of radiation re-
ceived by workers exposed to X-rays
or other radiation.

dosimetry (doh-slm-itri) n. 1. the
calculatlon of appropriate radiation
doses for treating glven condilions,
usually cancer in different parts of
the body. 2. the measurcment of the
dose received by a patient having a
dlagnostic technlque involving lon-
izing radiation or by a radiation
worker in his or her employment.

DOT 1. see direct observed therapy.

double contrast (dub-il) 2. a
(echnique usually used in X-ray ex-
aminations of the bowel, to enhance
the quality of the image. Barjum sul-
phate contrast medium is used to
coat the bowel wall; the bowel is
then distended with gas.

double vislon ». see diplopia.

douche (doosh) n. a forceful jet of
water used for cleaning any part of
the body, most commonly the
vagina.

Down's syndrome (downz) n. a
condition resulting from a genelic
abnormality in which an extra chro-
mosome is present (there are three
no. 21 chromosomes Instead of the
usual two), giving a total of 47 chro-
mosomes rather than the normal 46.
The chances of having a Down’s
child are higher with Increasing
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malernal age. AfTected individuals
share certain clinical features. in-
cluding a characlerlstic flat faclal
appearance with slanting eyes (as
in the Mongolian races, which gave
the former name, mongolism, 1o the
condition), broad hands with short
fingers and a single crease across
ihe palm, malformed ears, eyes with
a speckled Iris (Brushfield spots),
and short stature. Many individu-
als also have a degree ol mental
handicap, although (he range of
abilily is wide and some individu-
als are of normal intelligence. Med-
ical name: trisomy 21. [J. L. 11
Down (1828-96), British physician]
doxapram (doks-i-pram)n. adrug
that stimulates breathing. Admin-
istered by mouth or injection, it Is
used {o raise the level of consclous-
ness in comatose patients so that
they can be encouraged lo cough up
bronchial secretlons. Trade name:

Dopram.

doxazosin (doks-az-oh-sin) n. an
alpha-blocker drug used to treat
high blood pressure. It is adminis-
tered by mouth. Trade name: Car-
dura.

dolopln (doks-&-pin) n. a drug ad-
ministered by mouth 1o relieve de-
pression, especially when this 1s
assoclated with anxiety (see anti-
depressant). and applled topically (o
relieve liching associated wilh
eczema. Trade names: Sinequan,

Kepin.

doxorublcin (doks-oh-roo-bi-sin)
n. an anthracycline antlbiolic iso-
lated from Streptomyces peucetius
caesius and used mainly in the treat-
ment of leukaemia and various
other forms of cancer. It is adminis
tlered by injection or inlusion and
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can be given as a lipid formulation
t6 transport the drug to its target;
side-cffects include bone marrow de-
pression, baldness, gnstrolntestinal
disturbances, and hearl damage.

doxycycline (doks-}-sy-kleen) n. an
antlblotic administered by mouth to
{reat infections caused by a wide
vange of bacterla and other micro-
organisms. Trade name: Vibra-
mycln.

DPTY noa d vac-

ing a major change in a body func-
tlon.

draw-sheet (draw-shect) 1. a sheel
placed beneath a patient in bed that
may be pulled under the patlent
when one portlon has been soiled or
becomes uncomforiably wrinkled.

drepanocyte (sickie cell) (drep-
a-noh-syt) n. see sickle-cell disease.

drepanocytosis (drep-i-noh-sy-
toh-sis) n. see sicklecell disease.

di Ing (dres-ing) n. material ap-

cine against diphtheria, whooping
cough (pertussis), and tetanus or-
ganisms, prepared from their tox-
oids and other anilgens. See Appen-
dix 8.

DR n. see (dlgital) radiography.

dracontlasls (drak-on-ty-d-sis) n.
a tropical disease caused by the par-
asltic nematode Dracunculus medi-
nensis (see guinea worm). The dls-
case is transmilled lo humans via
conlaminaled drinking water. The

worm migrates lo the skin surface *

and eventually forms a large blister,
usually on the legs or arms, which
bursts and may ulcerate and be-
come infected.

Dracunculus (dra-hunk-yoo-lis)
n. see guinea worm.

dragee (dra-zhay) n. a plll that has
been coated with sugar.,

drain (drayn) 1. n. adevice, usually
o tube or wick, used to draw fluid
from an internal body cavily to the
surface. Suction can be applied
through a tube drain to increase its
olfectiveness. 2. vb. see drainage.

dralnage (drayn-lj) n. the dgawing
ofTof fluid frorn a cavity in the body.

plied 1o a wound or diseased part of
the body, with or withoul medica-
tion, to give protection and assist
healing.

dril} (drll) n. (in dentistry) a rotary
Instrument used lo remove tooth
substance, particularly In the treat-
ment of caries.

drip (Intravenous drip) (drip)n.
apparatus for the continuous Injec-
tion (transfusion) of blood, plasma.
saline, glucose solution, or other
fluid into a vein. The fluid flows
under gravity from a suspended bot-
tle through a tube ending in a hol-
low needle Inserted Into the pa-
tlent’s vein. Many infusions are
now controlled by electronically
regulated infusion pumps.

dropsy (drop-sl) n. see oedema.

DRS 5. see Delusions Rating Scale.

drug (drug) a. any substance that af-
fects Lhe structure or functioning of
aliving organism. Drugs are widely
used for the prevention, diagnosis,
and treatment of discase and for the
relief of symptoms.

drug dependence n. see depend-
ence.

1nr d

ugually Nuid that has
nbnormally. See also drain.
drastlc (dras-tik) n. any agent caus-

drusen ( ) (droo-
sén) pi. n. white or yellow deposits
of hyalln in Bruch's membrane of



dry mouth

the choroid. They are often associ-
aled with macular degeneration.
dry mouth (dry) n. a condition that
occurs as a result of reduced sall-
vary flow from a varlety of causes,
including Sjogren s syndrome. con-
nective-tissue d ex-
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birth. patent d. a. (PDA) [allure of
the ductus to close, producing a con-
tinuous murmur and consequences
similar to those of a septal defect.
dumbness (dum-nis) n. see mut-
ism.

fever (dum-dum) n. see

clsion or absence of a major salivary
gland, or radiotherapy to the head
that destroys the salivary glands.
Medical name. nerostomia.

D8H n. deliberate self-harm. See(m

kala-azar.

dumping eyndrome (dump-ing)
n. a group of symptoms that some-
times occur afer stomach opera-
tions, particularly gastrectomy
[f

3 suleld

DTPA n. dlethylenetriaminepen-
taacetic acld, which when labelled
with lechnetium-99m Is used as a
tracer to obtaln scintigrams of the
kidney over a perlod of time, by
means of a gamma camera, Lo show
function and reflux.

DU n. see duodenal uicer.

Duchenne muscular dystrophy
{DMD) (dew-shen) 1. see muscular
dystrophy. [G. B. A. Duch

ectomy syndrome). After a
meal, especially one rich in carbo-
hydrate. the patient feels faint,
weak, and nauscous, has a rapid
pulse, and may sweat and become
pale.

Duncen disease (dun-kin) n. see
X-linked lymphoproliferative syn-
drome. [Duncan family, In whom
the disease was first studled)

duo- preﬁ.r denoting two

(1806-75), French neurologist]

Ducrey’s baclllus (doo-krayz) n.
the bacterlum Haemophilus dicreyl.
See Haemophilus. [A. Ducrey (1860
1940), Italian dermatologist]

duct (duk) n. a tubelike structure or
channel, especially one for carrying
glandular secrellons.

ductal carcinoma in situ
({DCI8) (duk-'l) n. see carcinoma
in situ.

ductiess gland (dukt-lis) n. see
endocrine gland.

ductule (duk-lewl) 2. a small duct
or channel.

ductus arterlosus (duk-Us ar-
leer-i-oh-s(s) n. a blood vessel in the
fetus connecting the pulmonary
arlery directly to the ascending
aorta, so bypassing the pulmonary
circulatlon. It normally closes aflter

) prefix denot-
ing the duo

duodenal ulcer (DU) (dew-o-
deen-il) n. an ulcer in the duo-
denum, caused by the actlon of acid
and pepsin on the duodenal lining
(mucosa) of a susceptible individ-
ual. Symptoms include pain In the
upper abdomen and vomiting; com-
plicatlons include bleeding (see hae-
matemesis), perforation, and ob-
struction due to scarring (see pyloric

is). See also Helicob:

duodenoscope (dew-4- deen &
skohp) n. a lbreoptic or video in-
strumenl for examining the interior
of the duodenumn. An end-viewing
instrument is used for most exami-
nations, bul a slde-viewing instru-
ment is used for ERCP. The end-
viewlng Instrument is also used for
examinatlon of the stomach (gas-
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troduodenoscope) and it is usual 1o
bine the two fons (gas-

troduodenoscopy).

duodenostomy (dew-d-di-nost-
dmi) n. an operation In which the
duodenum is brought through the
abdominal wall and opened, usually
In order to introduce food. See also
gaslroduodenostomy.

duodenum (dew-d-deen-im) a. the
first of the three parts of the small
Intestine. It extends from the py-
lorus of the stomach to the jeJunum.
The duodenum receives bile from
the gall bladder and pancreatic juice
from the pancreas. —duodenal ad).

dupiex Imaglng (dew-pleks) n. see
Doppler ultrasound.

Dupuytren's contracture (dew-
pwee-trahnz) 2. a flexion deformity
of the ingers (usually the ring and
little fingers) caused by contracture
of the fascia in the palm and fingers.
({Baron G. Dupuytren (1777-1835),
French surgeon]

dura (dura mater, pachy-
meninx) (dewr-3) a. the thickest
and outermost of the three
meninges surrounding the braln
and spinal cord. —duraf adj.

DVT n. deep vein thrombosis. See
phlebothrombosis.

dwarfism (dworf-lzm) n. abnor-
mally short stature. The mosl com
mon cause is h

dyschondroplasia

mone (see progestogen) adminis.
tered by mouth to treat menstrual
abnormalities (such as dysmenor-
rhoea) and Inferlility and to prevent
miscarriage. Trade name: Duphas-
ton.

(dy: I
spl.lnl )n. alechmque that retalns
the essentials of splinting but allows
some controlled movement of the re-
strained body part.

dynamometer (dy-ni-mom-it-er)
n. a device for recording Lhe force
of a muscular contraction. A small
hand-held dynamometer may be
used 1o record Lhe sirength of a pa-
tient's grip.

~dynla suffix denoting pain.

dys- prefix denoting diMicult, abnor-
mal, or Impaired.

dysaesthesiae (dis-Iss-theez-1-ee)
pl. n. the abnormal and sometimes
unpleasant sensailons felt by a pa-
{ient with partial damage to sensory
nerve fibres when his skin Is stimu-
lated. Compare paraestheslae.

dysarthria (dis-arthrid) n. a
speech disorder in which the pro-
nuncm(lon is unclear n]lhom,h the

and are

normal.

dysbarism (dis-bar-izm) n. any
clinical syndrome due to a difTer-
ence between the atmospheric pres-

Dwarfism may also be caused by a
deficiency of growth !mrmone due

sure ide the body and the pres-
sure of air or gas within a body
cnvnly See compressed air illness.

to a defect in the pi y gland; a
genetic defect In the response (o
growth hormone; thyrbid deficiency
(see cretinism); such chronic dis-
cases as rickels: renal failure; and
intestinal malabsorption.
dydrogesterone (dy-droh-jest-er-
ohn) n. a synthetic female sex hor-

Ia (dis-kee-zid) n. a form
ol‘ constipation resultlng from a long
perlod of voluntary suppression of
the urge to defecate. The rectum be-
comes distended with faeces and
bowel movements are difficult or
painful.
dyschondroplasia (Olllec’s dis-



dyschromatopsia

ease) (dis-kon-droh-play-zid) n. a
condition due to faully ossification
of cartilage, resulling in develop-
ment of many benign cartilaginous
tumours (see chondroma). The
bones involved may become stunted
and deformed and there is a risk of
developing malignan( tumours (see
chondrosarcoma).

dyschromatopsia (dis-kroh-ma-
top-sid) n. any defect of colour v|-
slon.

dyscoria (dis-kor-13) n. any abnor-
mality in the shape of the pupll of
the eye.

dyscrasla (dis-kray-zid) n. an ab-
normal slate of the body or part of
the body. especlally one due (o ab-
normal developmem or melabolism

dysdladoch
chokinesis) (dls-dy- ncl &-koh-kl
nee-sis) 2. clumsiness In perform-
ing rapidly alternating movements,
It Is a sign of disease of the cerebel-
lum or its Intracerebral connec-
tions.

dysentery (disn-iri) n. an infec-

tion of the Intestinal tract i
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dysgenesis (dis-jen-i-sls) n. faulty
development.

yeg (ger
gonocytoma) (dis-jer-mi- -noh-
ma) n. a malignant lumour of the
ovary, Lhought to arise from primi-
tive germ cells; it Is homologous 1o
the seminoma of the testis. The tu-
mours are very sensitive to radlo-
therapy.

dysgraphla (dis-graf-id) n. see
agraphia.

dyshormonogenesis (dis-hor-
moh-noh-jen-I-sls) #. a group of in.
herited disorders of thyroid hor-
mone synthesis resulting in low
levels of thyroxine and trilodothy-
ronine and high levels of thyroid-
stimulating hormone, with conse-
quent goitre formation, resulting in
crelinism or mllder forms of hypo-
thyroldism.

dyskariosis (dis-ka-ri-oh-sis) n. the
abnormal condition of a cell that has
a nucleus showing the features
characleristic of the earllest stage
of mallgnancy. It may be seen, for

and

I Hheli

severe dlarrhoea with hlood and

I cells of a cervi-
ml smear.

mucus.
dysentery caused hy the protozoan
Entamoeba histolytica. It 1s mainly
confined to tropical and subtropical
countries. baciliary d. dysentery
caused by bacteria of the genus
Shigella. Epldemics are common in
avercrowded insanitary conditions.
Compare cholera.

dysfunction (dls-funk-shén)n. im-
palrment or abnormality in the
funciioning of an organ. —dys-
functional (dis-funk-shon-il) adj.

dysfunctlonal uterine bleed-
Ing 5. see menorrhagia.

(dis-ki-nee-zid) n. a
gmup of involuntary movements,
Including chorea and dystonla, that
appear 1o be a fragmentatlion of the
normal smoothly controlled limb
and facial movements. fardive d.
dyskinesia of the facial muscles,
tongue, and limb muscles, associ-
ated with long-term medlcation
with phenothiazines or certain
other antipsychotic drugs.

dyslalla (dis-lay-1i3) n. a speech dis-
order In which the patient usesa vo-
cabulary or range of sounds thal is
pecullar to him or her.
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dyslexla (dis-leks-in) n. a develop-
mental disorder selectlvely affect-
Ing a child’s ability 1o learn to read
and write. The condition can create
serious educational problems. Il is
sometimes called specific d., devel-
opmental reading disorder, or devei-
opmental word blindness to distin-
guish it from acquired difTicultles
wlth reading and writing. Compare
alexia. —dyslexle adj.

dyslogla (dis-loh-J13) n. dislurbed
and Incoherent speech. This may be
due to dementia, aphasia, mental re-
tardation, or menial illness.

dysmenorrhoea (dis-men-d-ree-d)
n. painful menstruation. primary
(spasmodic) d. dysmenorrhoea that
begins with the first perlod and is
heralded by cramping lower ab-
domlnal pains starting just before
or with the menstrual flow and con-
tinuing during menstruation. It is
often associated with nausea, vom-
Iting, headache, faininess, and
symploms of peripheral vasodilata-

dysrhythmia

may be responsible (see vaginls-
mus).

dyspep (indigestion) (dis-
pep-sid) a. disordered digestion:
usually applled to pain or discom-
fort in the lower chest or abdomen
after eating and somelimes accom-
panled by nausea or vomiting.
—dyspeptic adj.

dysphagla (dis-fay-jid) n. a condt-
tion in which the action of swallow-
ing is cither difficult to perform,
palnful (see odynophagia), or in
which swallowed material seems to
be held up in its passage to the stom-

ach.
dysphasla (dis-fay-zid) n. see apha-

sla.
dysphemla (dis-fee-mid) n. see
slammering.
dysphonla (dis-foh-nii) a. diffi-
cully in voice production. This may
be due to a disorder of the larynx,
pharynx, longue, or mouth, or it
may be psychogenlc. Compare
dysanhrla. aphasia.

tion. secondary (c ) d. dys-
menorrhoea thatl usually aflects
older women who lain of a con-

hetero-
plnlla) (dls play zid) n. abnormal
of skin, bone, or other

gesled ache with lower abdominal
cramps, which usually start from a
few days 1o {wo weeks before men-
s!ruatlun Causes include pclVlC in-

Ussues. fibrous d. dysplasia in
which bony tissue is replaced by
fibrous tissue, resulting in a ten-
dency 1o pathologlcal t'raclure See

ry disease, end rlosis.
fibrolds, and the presence of an
IUCD.
dysostosis (dis-oss-toh-sis) n. the
abnormal formation of bone or the
formation of bone in abnormal
places, such as a replacement of car-
tilage by bone.
dyspareunle (di$-pi-roo-nid) n.
painful or difficult sexual inter-
course experienced by & woman.
Psychological or physlcal factors

also bronch
—dysplastic (dis-| plns llk) adj.

dyspnoea (disp-nee-i) n. laboured
or difficult breathing. Dyspnoea can
be due to obstruction to the flow of
air into and out of the lungs (as in
bronchiiis and asthma). various dis-
eases affecting the tissue of the lung,
or heart disease.

dyspraxia (dis-praks-1a) n. see
apraxia.

dysrhythmia (dis-rith-mid) n. ab-




dyssoclal personality

normality In a rhythm, such as the
rhythm of speech or of brain waves
as recorded on an EEG.
dyssoclal personality (dis-soh-
shdl) n. see antisocial personallly
dlsorder.
dyssynergla (asynergla) (dis-
sin-er-jia) n. lack of coordination,
especially clumsily uncoordinated
movements found in patients with
di of the cerebel !
sphincter d. Incoordination of mic-
turition due to spinal cord damage
in multiple sclerosis.
dysthymic disorder (dlsth’y-mlk
dis-or-der) n. see depression.
dystocia (dis-toh-sld) n. diflicult
birth. It may be caused by abnor-
malities in the fetus (fetal d.), such
as excessive size or malpresenia-
tion, or by abnormalities in the
mother (maternal d.), such as an ab-
normally small pelvls or failure of
the uterine muscles to contract.
dystonla (dis-toh-nid) n. muscle
dysfunction characterized by
spasms or abnormal muscle con-
tracllon. Forms of dystonia include
torticollls, blepharospasm, and
writer’s cramp. Another form Is a
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postural dlsorder often associated
with disease of the basal ganglia in
the brain. —dystonle adj.

dystrophla adiposogenitalls
(dis-troh-fid adi-poh-soh-jen-i-iahl-
iss) n. see Frohllch’s syndrome.

dystrophia myotonica (myo-
tonlc dystrophy) (my-6-ton-1ka)
n. a type of muscular dystrophy in
which the muscle weakness and
wasting is accompanied by an un-
natural prolongation of the muscu-
lar contraction after any voluntary
effort (see myotonia). The disease
can affect both sexes (as It is Inher-
Ited as an aulosomal dominant char-
acter).

dystrophy (dystrophia) (dis-tré-
fi) n. a disorder of an organ or tls-
sue, usually muscle, due to impaired
nourishment of the affected parl.
See also Becker muscular dystro-
phy, Fuchs’ endothellal dystrophy.
muscular dystrophy.

dysuria (dis-yoor-14) n. dlfficult or
painful urlnation. This is usually as-
sociated with urgency and f[re-
quency of urinatlon If it is due to
cystitis or urethritis.






EBP

sponsible for an acute Infection in
humans with features simllar to
those of Marburg disease. Trans-
mission Is by contact with infected
blood and other body fluids. The
mortality rate Is 53-88°%, bul inten-
sive treatment (including rehydra-
tion) in the early stages of the dis-
ease can halt its rapid and usually
irreversible progresslon to haemor-
rhaging of internal organs.

EBP n. see evidence-based practice.

Ebstein’s anomaly (ebstynz)n.a
form of congenital heart disease af-
fecling the right side of the heart:
the muscle is unusually thin and the
heart valves are abnormal. It can
cause breathlessness, fallure 1o
thrive, cyanosis, and abnormal
heart rhythms. If mild, It may be
asymptomatic and llfe expectancy
is normal. If severe, correclive
surgery may be necessary. (W. Eb-
stein (1836-1912), German physi-
clan)

eburnation (ee-ber-nay-shén) n.
the wearing down of the cartllage at
the artlculating surface of a bone,
exposing the underlying bone and
leading to bone sclerosls. This is an
end result of osleocarthritis.

EB virus (EBV) n. see Epstein-Barr
virus.

@c- prefix denoting oul of or outside.

ecbholic (¢k-bol-.ik) ». an agent, such
as oxylocin, thai induces childbirth
by stimulating contractlons of the
uterus.

ecchondroma (ck-kon-droh-mé)
n. (pl. ecchondromata) a benign
carlilaginous tumour (see chon-
droma) that protrudes beyond the
margins of a bone. Compare en-
chondroma.

hy Is (cki

h-sis) n. a
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bruise: an Initially bluish-black
mark on (he skin, resulting from the
relcase of blood into the tissues ei-
ther through Injury or through the
sponlaneous leaking of blood Irom
the vessels.

eccrine (ek-ryn) adj. describing
sweal glands that are distribuled all
over the body. They are densest on
the soles ol the feet and the palms of
the hands. Compare apocrine.

ecdysls (ck-dy-sls) n. the act of

hedding skin; d

ECF n. see extracellular (fluid).
ECG n. see clectrocardlogram.

cosls) (I-ky-noh-ko-ky-a-sls) n. see
hydatid disease.

Echinococcus (1-ky-nd kok-uis) n.
a genus of small parasitic tape-
worms. Adults are found in the in:
testines of dogs. wolves, or jackals.
I the eggs are swallowed by hu-
mans, the resulting larvae may
cause hydatid disease. Two species
causing this condition are E. gran-
ulosus and E. multilocularis.

echocardlography (ck-oh-kar-di-
og-rafi) n. the use of ultrasound
waves to investigate and display the
actlon of the heart as i( beats. Used
in the diagnosis and assessment of
congenital and acquired heart dis-
eases, it is safe, painless, and reli-
able. Doppler e. a technlque for cal
culating blood flow and pressure
within the heart and greal vessels
by observing the reflection of ultra-
sound from moving red blood cells.
M-mode e. a technique using a single
beam of ultrasound {o produce a
nonanatomical Image that permits
precise measurement of cardlac di-
menslons. real-time e. a technique
using a pulsed array of ultrasound
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beams lo build up a moving image
on a TV monitor of the chambers
and valves of the hearl. frans-
oesophageal e. echocardiography in
which the ultrasound probe Is
d on an | endo-
scope, allowing the probe to be
placed directly agalnst the back of
the heart, enabling improved visu-
alization of posterior structures.
echoencephalography (ek-oh-
en-sef-a-log-raN) n. investigalion of
structures within the skull by de-
tecting the echoes of ultrasonlc
pulses.

okl 1

(ek-oh-ki is) n.
see echopraxia.

echolalia (ek-oh-lay-lid) n. patho-
logical repetition of the words spo-
ken by another person. it may be a
symptom of language disqrders,
autism, catalonlia, or Gilles de la
‘Tourette syndrome.

echopraxia (echokinesis) (ek-
oh-praks-id) n. pathological imi-
tation of the actlons of another
person. It may be a symptom of cata-
tonia.

echovirus (ek-oh-vy-riis) n. oneof a
group of about 30 RNA-conlalning
viruses orlginally isolated [rom the
human intestinal tract. These
viruses were lermed enteric cylo-
pathic iuman orphan viruses and
nre the cause of some neurological
disorders. Compare reovirus.

ECI n. see Experiencepof Caregiving
Inventory.

eclablum (ek-lay-bliim) n. the turn-
Ing outward of a lip.

eclampsla (l-klamp-sid) a. the
occurrence, In a woman with pre-
eclampsla, of one or more convul-
sions not caused by other condl-
tlons, such as epllepsy or cerebral

Ecstasy

haemorrhage. The onset of convul-
slons may be preceded by a sudden
rise in blood pressure and/or a sud-
den increase in ocedema and de-
velopment of ollgurla. The convul-
slons are usually followed by coma.
Eclampsia s a threat 1o both mother
and baby and must be {reated im-
mediately.

ecmnesla (ck-nee-zl3d) n. loss of
memory for recent events that does
not exiend (o more remote ones: a
common symptom of old age.

ECMO n. see extracorporeal (mem-
brane oxygenation).

ECoG n. see elecirocochleography.

ecology (blonomlics) (ce-kol-d)l)
n. the study of the relationships be-
{ween humans, plants and animals,
and the environment. —ecological
adj. —ecologlst n.

econazole (ec-Hon-id-zohl) n. an
antilungal drug used to treat ring-
worm and candidosis. It Is adminis-
tered as a cream, lotion, spray pow-
der, or vaginal pessary. Trade
names: Ecostatin, Pevaryl.

écraseur (ay-kra-zer) n. a surgical
device, resembling a snare, that is
used to sever Lhe base of a tumour
during Its surgical removal.

ecstasy (ek-sii-si) n. a sense of ex-
treme well-being and bliss. While
not necessarily pathologieal, it can
be caused by epilepsy (especially of
the temporal lobe) or by schizo-
phrenla.

Ecstasy ». the slreet name l'or
methylenedioxy
(MDMA). a mildly hallucinogenic
drug that generales feelings of eu-
phoria In those who lake it. Its most
common side-efTfect is hyperther-
mia; drinking large quantities of
water (0 combal the intense thirst




ECT

produced by taking the drug may re-
sult in fatal damage to the body's

14

beat, ectopic pregnancy). —ectoplc
(ek-top-1k) adj.

fluid bal Its e, sale,
use, and possession are lllegal.
ECT n. see electroconvulsive ther-

apy.

ect- (ecto-) prefix denoting outer or
external.

ectasla (ectasls) (ek-tay-zid) n.
the dilatation of a tube, duct, or hol-
low organ.

ecthyma (ek-ih'y-ma) n. an infec-
tion of (he skin, usually caused by
both Streptococcus pyogenes and
Staphylococeus aureus, in which the
full thickness of lhe epidermis Is
involved (compare impetigo). Ec-
thyma heals slowly and causes scar-
ring.

ectoderm (ek-loh-derm) a. the
outer of the three germ Jayers of the
early embryo. It gives rise to the
nervous syslem and sense organs,
the teeth and lining of the mouth,
and the epidermls and i{s associ-
ated structures (hair, nalls, etc.).
—ectodermal adj.

ectomorphlic (ek-toh-mor-fk)adj.
describing a body lype that is rela-
tively thin, with alarge skin surface
in comparlson to weight. —ecte-
morph n. —ectomorphy 7.

-actomy suffix denoting surgical re-
moval of a segment or all of an
organ or part.

ectoparasite (ck-loh-pa-rd-syt) n.
a parasite that lives on the outer
surface of its host. Compare endo-
parasite.

ectopla (¢k-toh-pid) n. 1. the mis-
placement, due cither to a congeni-
tal defect or injury, of a bodily part.
2. the occurrence of something in
an unnatural locatlon (see ectopic

Ic beat (extrasystole) n.
a heartbea( due to an impulse gen
erated somewhere In the heart out-
slde the sinoatrial node. They may
be produced by any heart disease,
by nicotine from smoking, or by caf-
feine from excesslve tea or coffee
consumptlon; they are common in
normal indtviduals. See arrhyth-
mia.

plc preg )
Ine pregnancy) n. the develop:
ment of a fetus at a site other than in
the uterus. The most common lype
of ectoplc pregnancy occurs in Fal-
lopian tubes that become blocked or
inflamed (tubal or oviducal preg-
nancy). The growth of the felus may
cause the tube (0 rupture and bleed.
In many cases the fetus dies within
three months of conceptlon. Medical
name: eccyesis.

ectro- prefix denoting congenital ab-
sence.

ectrodactyly (ek-troh-dak-ti-li) .
congenital absence of all or part of
one or more fingers.

ectr lla (ek-troh. 1id) n.
congenital absence or gross short-
ening (aplasia) of the long bones of
one or more limbs. See also amelia.
hemimella. phocomelia.

ectropion (ek-troh-pl-6n) a. lurn-
ing out of the eyelid, away from the
eyeball.

eczema (eks-imd) n. a common
itchy skin disease characierlzed by
reddening (erythema) and veslcle
formation, which may lead 10 weep-
ing and crusting. Outside agents do
not play a primary role (compare
dermatitis), but in some conlexis
the terms ‘dermatitis’ and ‘eczema’
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are used interchangeably. afopic e.
eczema that affects up to 20% ol' the
pulation and is d with
asthma and hay fever. discoid (or
lar)e. atype of that
1s characterized by coin-shaped le-
slons and occurs only In adults.
gravitational (or stasis) e. eczema as-
sociated wilth poor venous circula-
tlon. seborrhoeic e. (seborrhoeic der-
matitis) eczema that involves (he
scalp, eyelids, nose, and lips and is
associated with the presence of Pity-
rosporum yeasts and Is especlally
common In pallenls with AIDS. See
also p lyx.
(eks- em -3-10s) adj.
EDD n. expecled date of delivery.
o 1 (i d h 1l ) ad}

lacking teeth: usually applled o peo-
ple who have lost some or all of their
teeth.

edetate (eedl tay() n.a salt of the

acetic acid (LDTA) used as 8 che
lating agent in the treatment of pol-
soning. dicobalt e, an antidote to
cyanide, administered by Intra-
venous injectlon as soon as 1bl

ego
[J. H. Edwards (1928- ), Dritish ge-
netleist]
EEG (elect halogram)

a. seeelecu-oencephalography
effector (i-fek-ter) n. any structure
or agent that brings about activity
in a muscle or gland. The term is
also used for the muscle or gland it-

sell.

efferent (ef-er-8nt) adj. 1. desig-
nating nerves or neurones that con-
vey lmpulses from the brain or
spinal cord to muscles, glands, and
other effectors. 2. designating ves-
sels or ducts that drain fluid from
an organ or pari. Compare afferent.

efMeurage (ef-ler-ahzh) n. a form of
massage In which the hands are
passed continuously and rhythml-
cally over a patient’s skin in one di-
rection only, with the alm of in-
creasing blood flow in that directlon
and aiding the dispersal of any
swelling due 10 oedema.

effort syndrome (ef-ert) n. a con-
ditlon of marked anxiety about the
condition of one’s heart and circu-
lmory system. Thls Is accompanled
by a heigh of

afer polsoning. sodium calciume. a
drug used to treat poisoning by
heavy melals, such as lead and
strontium.

edrophonlum (ed-roh-foh-niim) n.
an anticholineslerase drug that is
administered by Injection in a test
for diagnosis of myasthenla gravls.

EDTA (ethylenediaminetetra-
acetic acld) n. see edelate.

#DV n. see end-diastolic volume.

Edwards’ syndrome (ed-widz)n.
the condltion of a baby born with
multlple congenital abnormalities,
Including menlal retardation, due
1o trisomy of chromosome no. 18.

heartbeat and respiration, which in
{urn is worsened by the anxlety it
induces.

effuslon (i-few-zhdn) a. 1. the es-
cape of pus, serum, blood, lymph, or
other Nuid into a body cavily. 2.
fluid that has escaped Into a body
cavlly.

eformoterol (ef-or-moh-ter-ol) n.
see formoterol.

ogg cell (eg) n. see ovum.

ego (eg-oh) n. (in psychoanalysis)
the part of the mind that develops
from a person’s experience of the
outside world and is most In touch
with external realities.



Ehlers-Danlos syndrome

Ehlers-Danlos syndrome (ay-
lerz dan-los) n. any one of a rare
group of inherited (autosomal dom-
inant or autosomal recessive) dls-
orders of the connective tlssue in-
volving abnormal or deficient
collagen. The skin is very elastic but
also very fragile: it bruises easily
and scars poorly, the scars often
being paper-thin. The joints tend to
be very moblle (double-jointed) and
dislocale casily. In some types the
uterus or bowel can rupture or the
valves in the heart can be weaker
than normal. [E. L. Ehlers (1863-
1937), Danish dermatologist: H. A.
Danlos (1844-1912), French derma-
tologlst)

Ehrlich's theory (alr-liks) n. an
early theory of antibody productlon,
postulating that receptor groups
with side chains were carrled on
cells and combined with antigens.
‘The receptors were Lthen thrown off
the cell and became antibodies In
the circulation. [P. Ehrlich (1854
1915), German bacteriologist]

EIA n. exercise-induced asthma. See
asthma.

eldetic (I-det-ik) adj. see imagery.

Eisenmenger reaction (I-zin-
meng-er) A. a condition in which
pulmonary hyperiension is associ-
aled with a septal defect, so that
blood lows from Lhe right to the lelt
side of the heart or from Lhe pul-
monary ariery (o the aorta. Oxygen-
depleted blood enters the general
circulation, which results In

cy is and polycyt [v.
Elsenmenger (1864-1932), German
physician)

ejaculation (l-jak-yoo-lay-shén) n.
the discharge of semen from the
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erect penis at the moment of sexual
climax (orgasm) in the male.

Ekbom’s syndrome (ek-bomz) n.
see restless legs syndrome. (K. A.
Ekbom (1907-77), Swedish neurolo-
gist]

elastic cartilage (I-lasst-1k) n. see
cartilage.

elastic tissue n. strong exiensible
flexible connective tlssue rich in
yellow elastic fibres. Elastic tissue
Is found in the dermls of the skin, in
arterial walls, and in the walls of the
alveoll of the lungs.

elastin (I-lasst-In) #. protein form-
ing the major constituent of elastic
tssue fibres.

elastography (i-lasst-og-rifi) n. an
ultrasonic imaging technique that
displays the elaslicity of soft tissues.
It has been found useful In demon-
strating abnormalities of both mus-
cle and breast tissue.

elation (exaltation) (i-lay-shon)
n. astate of cheerful excltement and
enthusiasm. Marked elation of
mood is a characterlstic of mania or
hypomania.

elbow (el-boh) n. the Joint in the
arm formed between the ulna and
part of the radius and the humerus.

Electra complex (i-lek-trd) n. the
unconsclous sexual feelings of a girl
for her father. accompanied by ag
gressive feelings for her mother
Compare Oedipus complex.

electrocardlogram (ECG) (i-lck
troh-kar-di-oh-gram) n. a recording
of the electrical activity of the heart
on a moving paper strip. The ECG
tracing is recorded by means of an
electrocardlograph (see electrocar
diography). It aids in the diagnosis
of heart disease, which may preduce
characleristlc changes in the ECG
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electrocardlography (i-lek-troh-
kar-di-og-rifi) n. a technique for
recording the electrical activity of
the heart. Electrodes connected to
the recording apparatus (electrocar-
diograph) are placed on the skin of
the four limbs and chest wall: the
record itsel( is called an electrocar-
diogram (ECG).

eslectrocardlophonography (i
lek-troh-kar-di-oh-[6-nog-rifi) n. a
technique for recording heart
sounds and murmurs simulla-
neously with the ECG. The sound is
picked up by a microphone placed
over the heart. The tracing is a
phonocardiogram.
electrocautery (i-lek-troh-kaw-
ter-i) n. the destructlon of diseased
or unwanted tissue by means of a

electroconvulsly

;lllm

needle or snare that 1. e
healed.

electrocoagulation (J-lek-.
koh-ag-yoo-lay-shdn) n. the coagu
lation of tissues by means of a
high-frequency electric current con-
centrated at one point as it passes
through them.

elactrocochleography (ECoG)
(i-lek-troh-kok-li-og-riifi) 5. a test to
measure electrical activity pro-
duced within the cochlea in re-
sponse to a sound stimulus. It Is
used in the diagnosis of Méniére's
disease and other forms of sen-
sorineural deafness.

electroconvulsive therapy
(ECT, electropleny) (i-lek-troh-
kon-vul-siv) n. a treaiment for se-
vere depression and occasionally
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Ehigtrode
r schizophrenia and mania. A con-
vulsion Is produced by passing an
electric current through the brain;
it is modified by giving a muscle’re-
laxant drug and an anaesthetic.
electrode (i-lek-trohd) n. any part
of an electrical conductor or record-
ing device that Is used to apply elec-
tric current to a part of the body or
collecl electrical activity (e.g. from
the heart or brain).
electrodesiccation (i-lek-iroh-
dess-i-kay-shdn) n. see fulguration.
electroencephalogram (EEG)
(I-lek-troh-en-sef-a-15-gram) n. see
clectroencephalography.
electr phalography (l-lek-
troh-en-sel-4-log-rifl) n. the tech-
nique for recording the electrical ac-
tivily from different paris ol the
braln and converting it into a trac-
ing called an electroencephalogram
(EEG). The machine that records
this activity is known as an en-
cephalograph. Electroencephalog-
raphy is mostly used in the dlagno-
sis and management of epilepsy and
sleep dlsorders.
electroglottography (i-lek-troh-
glot-og-rifi) n. a method of assess-
ing laryngeal function using exter-
nal recording electrodes.
electrolarynx (l-lek-troh-la-rinks)
n. a battery-powered electrlcal vi-
brator that helps people to speak
after laryngectomy.
electrolysls (l-lek-trol-lsis) n. 1.
the chemical decomposition of a
substance (see electrulyte) into pos-
itively and negatively charged lons
(see anlon, cation) when an electric
current is passed through it. 2. de-
structlon of tlssue, especially hair
follicles (see epilation), by the pas.
sage of an electric current.

198

electrolyte (i-lek-iro-1yl) 2. a solu-
tion that produces ions; for exam-
ple, sodium chloride solution con-
sists of free sodium and free
chloride ions. In medlcal usage elec-
trolyle usually means the ion itsell;
thus the serum electrolyte level is the
concentratlon ol separate lons
(sodium, potassium, chloride, bi-
carbonate, elc.) in the circulating
blood. See also anion, catlon.

electromyography (EMG) (i-lck-
troh-my-og-rafi) n. continuous
recording of the electrlcal activily
of a muscle by means of electrodes
inserted into the muscle fibres. The
tracing Is displayed on an oscillo-

scope.
electron (I-lek-iron) . a negatively
charged partlcle in an atom, one or
more of which orbit around the pos-
ilively charged nucleus of the atom.
electron microscope n. a micro-
scope that uses a beam of electrons
as a radiation source for viewing
the specimen. The resolving power
(ability to register [ine detail) is a
thousand times grealer than that of
an ordlnary light microscope.
electron volt n. a unit of energy
equal {o the increase in the energy
of an electron when it passes
through a rise in potential of one
volt. Symbol: eV.
electrooculography (i-lek-troh-
ok-yoo-log-rafi) n. an electrical
method of recording eye movements
by means of tiny electrodes attached
to the skin at the inner and ouler
corners of the eye. The recording is
an electrooculograin (EOG).
electroplexy (i-lek-troh-pleks-i) n.
see electroconvulsive therapy.
electroretinography (ilek-troh-
rel-in-og-rafi) 2. a method of record:
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ing changes in the electrical poten-
tial of the retina when it ls stimu-
lated by light; the recording is an
electroretinogram (ERG). One elec-
trode is placed on the eye In a con-
tacl lens and the other is usually at-
tached to the back of the head.

electrosurgery (i-lek-troh-serj-er-
i) n. the use of a high-frequency elec-
tric current from a fine wire elec-
trode (a diathermy knlfe) to cut
tissue. The ground electrode Is a
large metal plate. When used cor-
recUy, little heat spreads to the sur-
rounding lissues, In contrast to elec-
trocautery.

electrotherapy (i-lek-troh-th'e-ré-
pl) n. the passage of electric cur-
rents through the body’s tissues o
stimulate the functtoning of nerves
and the muscles that they supply.
See also faradlsm, galvanlsm.

electuary (i-lek-tew-er-l) n. a phar-
maceutiical preparation in which
the drug is made up’into a paste
with syrup or honey.

element (el-l-mént) n. a substance,
such as carbon, nllrogen, or oxygen,
that cannot be decomposed into slm-
pler substances. All the atoms of an
element have the same number of
protons. See also isotope, trace el-
ement.

elephantiasls (el-l-fan-ty-3-sis) a.
gross enlargement of the skin and
underlying connective tissues
caused by obsLruction of the lymph
vessels. Obstructlon is

embolism

strument that Is used (o raise a de-
pressed broken bone, periosteal e. an
instrument used in orthopaedics (o
strip the fibrous tissue (perlosteum)
covering bone. 2. a lever-llke in-
strument used to ease a tooth or root
out of its sockel during extraction.

elimination (i-lim-f-nay-shén) n.
(In physlology) the process of excre-
tion ol metabolic waste products
from the blood by the kidneys and
urinary tracl.

ELISA n. see enzyme-linked im-
munosorbent assay.

elbr (I-liks-er) n. a preparation con-
taining alcohol (ethanol) or glycer-
ine, which is used as the vehlcle for
bltter or nauseous drugs.

elliptocytosls (i-1ip-toh-sy-toh-sis)
n. the presence of significant num-
bers of abnormal elliptical red cells
(elliptocytes) In the blood.

om- prefix. seeen-

emaclation (I-may-si-ay-shén) n.
wasting of the body, caused by such
conditions as malnutrition or can-
cer.

emasculation (i-mas-kew-lay-
shon) a. strictly, surgical removal
ofthe penls. The term is often used
to mean loss of male characieristlcs,
as a resull of castration or emo-
tional stress.

embalming (Im-bahm-ing) n. the
preservation of a dead body by the
introduction of chemlcal com-
pounds thal delay putrefaction.

caused by the parasitic nlnrlal
worms Wuchereria bancrofti and
Brugia malayi<The parts most com-

monly affected are the legs but the |

scrotum, breasts, and vulva may
also be involved. See also filariasis.
elevator (el-i-vay-ter) n. 1. an in-

y (em-bd-lek-tamiy n.
surglcal removsl of an embolus In
order lo relieve arterial obstruction.

embollsm (em-bsl-lzm) n. the con-
ditlon in which an embolus becomes
lodged In an artery and obstructs its
blood flow. Treatment is by antico-
agulant therapy; major embollsm ig
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gans are formed. Compare fetus.
—embryonie (em-bri-on-ik) adj.

embryology (em-bri-ol-6ji) n. the
study of growth and development of
the embryo and fetus from fertiliza-
t{on of the ovum until birth. —em-
bryologlical ad).

embryoscopy (em-bri-os-képi) n.
examination of an embryo or fetus
during the first 12 weeks of preg-
nancy by means ol a flbreoptic
endoscope inseried through the
cervix. Direct visualization of the
embrvo or fetus permits the dlagno-
sls of malformations.

emesis (em-i-sis) n. see vomiting.

emetic (i-met-ik) n. an agent that
causes vomiting. such as ipecacu-
anha or common salt.

EMG n. see eleciromyography.

eminence (emin-ns) n. a projec-
tlon, often rounded, on an organ or
tissue, particularly on a bone.

emissary velns (em-lsser-i) pl. n.
a group of veins withln the skull
that drain bleod from the venous sl-
nuses of the dura mater to veins out-
slde the skull.

emisslion (i-mish-dn) n. the flow of
semen from the erect penls, usually
occurring while the subject is asleep
(nocturnale.).

EMLA cream (em-li) n. a cream
containing a eutectic mixture of
{ocal anaesthetics. Applied to the
skin as a thick coating and left for 90
minutes, it gives a helpful degree ol
local anacsthesla, allowing blood
samples Lo be taken and facilitating
blopsy procedures in young chil-
dren.

emmetropla (em--troh-pid) n. the
state of refraction ofthe normal eve,
in which parallel light rays are
brought to a facus on the retina with

emplrical

the accommodation relaxed. Com-
pare ametropia, hypermelropla, my-
opla.

emolllent (i-mol-iént) n. an agent
that soothes and softens the skin,
such as lanolin or lquid paraffin.
Emollients are used alone as mois-
turizers (o lessen the need for active
drug therapy (such as cortico-
sleroids for eczema) and in skin
preparations as a base for more ac-
tive drugs, such as antiblotics.

emotion (i-moh-shdn) n. a state of
arousal lhat can be experlenced as
pleasant or unpleasant. Emotions
can have three components: for ex-
ample, [car can involve on unpleas-
ant subjective experience, an In-
crease in physiological measures
such as hearl rate, and a tendency (o
fee from the situation provoking
the fear.

empathy (em-pa-thi) n. the abllity
to understand the thoughts and
emollons of another person.

emphysema (em-{i-seema) n. air
in the tlssues. pulmonary e. emphy-
sema In which the alveoll of the
lungs are enlarged and damaged,
which reduces the surface area for
the exchange of oXygen and earbon
dloxide. Severe emphysema causes
breathlessness, which is made
worse by infections. surgical e.
emphysema In which air escapes
into surrounding tissues through
wounds or surgical inclsions. usu-
ally into the tissues of the chest and
neck from leaks in the lungs or
oesophagus. Bacleria may form gas
In soft tlssues.

empirical (Im-pi-ri-kdl) adj. de-
scribing a system of (reatment
based on experience or observation,
rather than of logic or reason.



empyema
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) (em-py-
ee- mi) n. pus m the pleural cavlty,
usually secondary lo infection in the
lung or in the space below the dia-
phragm.

emulslon (i-mul-shdn) n. a prepa-
ration in whlich fine droplets of one
liquid (such as oil) are dispersed in
another liquid (such as water). In
pharmacy medlicines are prepared
in the form of emulsions lo disguise
the taste of an oil, which Is dis-
persed in a flavoured liquid.

EN n. see enrolled nurse.

en- (em-) prefix denoting In; inside.

enalapril (en-al-&-pril) n. a drug ad-
ministered by mouth for the treat-
ment of high blood pressure (hyper-
tension). It inhibits the action of
angiolensin, which results in de-
creased vasopressor (blood-vessel
constricting) activity and decreased
aldosterone secretion. Trade name:
Innovace.

enamel (I-nam-&l) n. the extremely
hard outer covering of the crown of
a tooth, which consists of crystalline
hydroxyapatite.

enarthrosls (cnarth-rohsis) n. a
ball-and-socket Joint, e.g. the shoul-
der joinl. Such a jolnt always In-
volves a long bone, which is thus al-
lowed to move in all planes.

encapsulated (in-kaps-yoo-layt-
id) adj. (of an organ, tumour, bac-
lerlum elc ) enclosed in a capsule

halo-) prefix

denotlng the bram.

f ion of the braln. It may be
caused by a viral or bacterial infec-
lion or It may be part of an allerglc
response 1o a systemic viral illness
or ination (see hall
myelitls). e. lethargica a form of
viral encephallitis that Is marked by
headache and drowsiness, pro:
gressing to cama (hence its popular
name - sleepy sickness). It can cause
postencephalitlc parkinsonism. See
also Rasmussen's encephalitis.

encephalocele (en-sel-i-loh-seel)
n. protrusion of the brain through n
defect in the bones of the skull. Sev
neural tube defects.

encephalography (en-sef-a-log
rdfi) n. any of various lechniques
for recording the structure of the
brain or the activity of the brain
cells. See echoencephalography,
electrc aphy,
encephalography.

encephalold (en-sef-i-loid) adj.
having the appearance of brain tis
sue.

encephaloma (en-sef-d-loh-ma)n
a brain tumour.

encephalomalacia (en-sef-d-loh
maA-lay-shid) n. softening of the
brain.

( f.3-lol
{

my-&ly-tis) n. an acute inflamma
tory disease affecting the brain and
spinal cord. acute disseminated e. n
form of delayed tlssue hypersensi
Livity provoked by a mild infection
or vaccmallon 7- 10 days earlier.

p ) (en-
sef-d-lin)n.a pepllde occurrlng nal-
urally in the brain and having
effects resembling those of mor-
phine or other opiates. See also en-
dorphin.

encephalitls (en-sef-a-ly-tis) n. in-

pathy (en-sef-A
loh- my-élop A- Y.hl) n. any condltion
in which there is widespread dis
ease of the brain and spinal cord.

encephalon (cn-sef-a-lon) n. ser
brain.

thy (

P P Fa-lop A
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thi) #. any of varlous dlseases that
affect the functioning of the brain.
See also hepalic (encephnlupal.hy),
iform |l hy, Wer-
nicke’s encephalopathy.
onchondroms (en-kon-droh-mé)
i M. (pl. enchondromata) a benlgn
cartilaginous (umour (see chon-
i-droma) occurring in the growing
< zone of a bone and not protruding
.-beyond its margins. Compare cc-
" chondroina.
ancopresis (en-koh-pree-sis) a. in-
,continence of faeces. The term is
_-used (or faccal solting In n child who
" has gained howel control but passes
formed stools In unacceptable
places.
shcounter group (in-kown-ter)n.
a form of group psychotherapy. The
emphasis is on encouraglng close
relationships between group mem-
bers and on {he expression of feel-

Ings.
oncysted (en-sist-id) adj. enclosed *

inacyst.
ond- (endo-) prefix denoting within
or inner.
endarterectomy (end-ar-ter-ek-
tdmi) n. a surglcal ‘re-bore’ of an
artery that has become obsliructed
by atheroma with or withoul a
blood clot (thrombus): the former
operation ls known as thrombo-
endarterectomy. The Inner part ol
the wall is removed together with
any clot thal is present. carofid e.
endarterectomy of one or more of
the carotid arteries.
ondarteritis (end-ar-ter-I-is) a.
chronic inflammation of the’ inner
portion of (he wall of an artery,
which most oflen results from late
syphilis. Thickening of the wall pro-
duces progresslve arterial obstruc-

endocervix

tion and symptoms from reduced
blood supply to the affecled part.
end artery (end) n. the terminal
branch of an artery, which does not
communicate with other branches.
endaural (end-or-dl) adj. within the
ear, especially relating Lo the exter-
nal auditory meatus of the outer

ear.

end-dlastolic volume (EDV)
(end-dy-a-stol-ik) n. the volume of
blood contained by the ventricles at
the end of diastole when the cham-
bers are full.

endemlic (en-dem-ik) ad). occur-
ring [requently in a particular
region or populatlon: applied lo dis-
eases that are generally or con-
stantly found among people in a par-
ticular area. Compare epldemic,
pandemlc.

endemic syphllis 5. see bejel.

endemlology (en-dee-mi-ol-dji) n.
the study of endemic disease.

ondocamlﬂl (en-doh-kar-dy-tis) n.

ion of the dium

and heart valves. It is most often due
to rheumatic fever or bacterial in-
fectlon (bacterial e.). The main fea-
tures are fever, changing heart mur-
murs, heart fallure. and embolism.
See also subacute baclerial endo-
cardltls.

endocardlum (en-doh-kar-diim)
n. a dellcate membrane that lines
the heart and is continuous with
the lining of arterles and veins.
—endocardial ad).

endocervicitis (en-doh-ser-vi-sy-
Us) n. Inflammation of the mem-
brane lining the cervix (neck) of the
uterus, usually caused by infection.
The condltion is accompanied by a
thick mucoid discharge.

endocervix (en-doh-ser-viks) n. the




endochondral

mucous membrane lining the cervix
of the uterus.

endochondral (en-doh-kon-dril)
adj. within the material of a carti-
lage.

endocrine gland (ductliess
gland) (end-oh-kryn) a. a gland
that manufactures one or more hor-
mones and secretes them directly
into the bloodstream (and not
through a ducl to the exterlor).
Endocrine glands include the pitul-
tary, thyrold, parathyrold, and
adrenal glands, the ovary and testis,
the placenta, and part of the pan-
creas.

endocrinology (en-doh-kri-nol-5)l)
n. the study of the endocrine glands
and the hormones they secrete.
—endocrinologlist n.

endoderm (end-oh-derm) n. the
{nner of the three germ layers of the
early embryo, which gives rise to
the lining of mosl of the alimentary
canal and lis assoclated glands, the
lining of the bronchi and alveoli of
the lung, and most of the urlnary
tracl. —endodermal (en-doh-der-
mﬁl)adl

| sinus tu

rare tumour of felal remnanis of thc
ovaries or testes.

endogenous (en-do)-in-is) ad/.
arising within or derived from the
body. Compare exogenous.

endolymph (end-oh-limf) n. the
fluid that fills the membranous
labyrinth of the ear.

endolysin (en-dol-i-sin) n. a sub-
stance within a cell thal has a spe-
cilic destructlve aclion agalnst bac-
teria.

endomaetrial (cn-doh-mee-tri-il)
adj. relating to or affecting the lin-
Ing of the uterus (endometrium). e.
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ablation an operation to remove the
enlire endometrium, usually to
treat menorrhagia. It is performed
under local anaesthetic by means ol
laser ablation, electrocoagulation,
balloon heating methods, micro-
waves, or cryotherapy. e. aspiration
the removal, by means of suction, of
a sample of endometrial tlssue for
diagnostic purposes. e. hyperplasia
an increase in the thickness of the
cells of the endometrium, usually
due to prolonged exposure to unop-
posed oestrogen (e.g. [rom HRT or
an oesirogen-secreting lumour).
Atypical cells may be present.
endometriosls (en-doh-mee-tri-ch-
sis) n. the presence of lissue similar
to the kind lining Lhe uterus (endo-
melrium) at other sites In the pelvis
or, rarely, throughout the body. The
conditlon causes pelvic paln and se
vere dysmenorrhoea.
endometritls (en-doh-mi-try-tis)n.
fnNlammation of the endometrium
duc to acute or chronic infection. It
may be caused by forelgn bodies,
bacleria, viruses, or parasiles.
Chronic endometritls may be re-
sponslble for the contraceptive ac
tlon of IUCDs.

(en-doh tri-dm)
n. the mucous membrane lining the
ulerus. 1t becomes thicker and more
vascular during the latter part of the
menstrual cycle and much of it
breaks down and Is lost in menstru
ation. If pregnancy becomes eslab
lished the endometrium becomes
the decidua.

endomorphic (en-doh-mor-fik)
adj. describing a body type that is
relatlvely fat, with highly developed
viscera and weak muscular and
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skeletal development. —endo-
morph n. —endomorphy n.

endomyocarditia (en-doh-my-oh-
kar-dy-lis) n. an acute or chronic in-
flammatory disorder of the muscle
and lining membrane of the heart.
The principal causes are rheumaltic
fever and virus infections. There is
enlargement of the heart, murmurs,
embolism, and [requently arrhyth-
mias.

endomysium (en-doh-miz-iim) n.
the fine connectlve tissue sheath
that surrounds a single muscle
fbre.

endoneurium (en-doh-newr-iiim)
n. the layer of fibrous tissue that
separates individual fibres withina
nerve.

endoparasite (en-doh-pa-ri-syt) n.
a paraslte that lives inslde its host,
for example In the liver, lungs, gut,
or other tissues of the body. Com-
pare ectoparaslte.

endophthalmitls (end-ofl-thal-my-
lis) n. inflammation. usually due to
Infection, within the eye.

dopl reticul (ER)

(en-doh-plaz-mik) n. a system of
membranes present in the cyto-
plasm of cells. It is the site of manu-
fucture of proteins and lipids and is
concerned with the transport of
these producls within the cell (see
also Golgl apparatus).

end organ n. a speclalized struc-
ture at the end of a peripheral nerve,
such as the tasle buds In the tongue,
scting as a receptor ﬁJl; a particular
scnsation.

endorphin (en-dor-fin) n. one of a
Wroup of peptides that occur natu-
rally in the brain and have pain-
relieving properlies similar to those
of the opiates. See aiso encephalin.

endotracheal

endoscope (end-oh-skohp) n. any
instrument, such as an aurlscope or
a gaslroscope, used to obtain a view
of the Interior of the body. Most
endoscopes consist of a (ube with a
light al the end and an oplical sys-
tem or a miniature video camera for
transmitting an Image to the ex-
aminer's eye. See also Mbrescope.
—endoscoplc (en-doh-skop-ik)
adj. —endoscopy (en-dos-kd-pl) n.

endoscopic retrograde chol-
anglopancreatography n. see
ERCP.

endospore (end-oh-spor) n. the
resting stage of certain baclerla,
partlcularly species of the genera
Bacilius and Clostridium.

endostapler (end-oh-stay-pler)n. a
stapling instrument (see staple) used
endoscoplcally for purposes of fix-
Ing tissues or joining them togelher.

endosteum (en-dos-tiiim) n. the
membrane that lines the marrow
cavity of a bone.

endothelloma (en-doh-ih'ec-li-oh-
mad) n. any lumour arising from or
resembling endothelium.

endothellum (en-doh-th’ee-1l-um)
n. the single layer of cells that lines
the heart, blood vessels, and lym-
phatic vessels. It is derived from em-
bryonic mesoderm. Compare epi-
thelium. —endothellal ad).

endotoxin (en-doh-toks-In) n. a pol-
son gencrally harmful to all body
(lssues, contained within certain
Gram-negative bacteria and re-
leased only when (he baclerial cell
is broken down or dles and disinte-
grates. Compare exoloxin.

endotracheal (ET) (en-doh-tray-
Kki-dl) adj. within or through the (ra-
chea. e. tube a tube inserted into the



and-plate

trachea to maintain a patent air-
way. See also intubatlon.
end-plate (end-playt) n. the area of
muscle cell membrane immediately
beneath the molor nerve ending ata
neuromuscular junctlon.
end-stage renal fallure (ESRF)
(end-stay)) n. the most advanced
stage of kidney failure, which ls
reached when the glomerular filtra.
(ion rate (GFR) falls to 5 ml/min
(normal GFR = 120 ml/min).
o n
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enkephalin (en-kef-i-lin) n. seeen-
cephalin.
enophthalmos (en-off-thal-mds) n.
a condition in which the eye is ab-
normally sunken inlo the socket.
enostosis (en-os-ioh-sis) n. a be-
nign growth within a bone.
{] (en-oks-i-mohn) n. an
Inotropic drug used in heart failure
to Increase the force and output of
the heart. It is administered by in-
Jection. Trade name; Perfan,

Y A (E8V)
(end-sis-tol-ik) n. the volume of
blood that remains In the ventricles
after systole when the heart is fully
contracted.

enema (en-im-3) n. (p/. enemata
or enemas) a quantity of Nuid in-
fused into the rectum through a
tube passed into the anus. barium
e. an enema using barium sulphate,
given to demonstrate the large
bowel by X-ray. For double contrast,
gas is pumped through the {ube to
distend the large bowel before the
radlographs are taken. evacuant e.
an enema using soap or ollve oil lo
remove faeces. small-bowel e. see
small bowel. therapeutic e. an enema
used to insert drugs into the reclum.

enervation (ener-vay-shén) n. 1.
weakness; loss of strength. 2. the
surgical removal ol a nerve,

engagement (in-gay)-mént) n. (in
obstetrics) the stage of pregnancy
that occurs when the presenting
part of the felus has descended inlo
the mother’s pelvis. Engagement of
the fetal head occurs when the
widest part has passed through the
pelvic tnlet.

h d role (
the nurse) see extended role.

hah

) A (of

lled nurse (EN) (en-rohid)

n. (in the UK) a nurse who has un-
dergone a two-year programme of
nursing education (see second-level
nurse). Entry (o the second-level
part of the Reglster may be in gen-
eral, mental, or mental handicap
nursing In England and Wales. In
Scotland and Northern Ireland
there Is generlc training for second-
level quallification.

ensiform cartilage (en-si-form)
n. see xiphold process.

ENT 1. ear, nose, and throat. See
otorhlnolaryngology.

Entamoeba (ent-i-mee-bd) n. a
genus of widely distributed amoce-
bae. E. coli a harmless Intestinal
paraslie. E. gingivalis a species
found between the teeth; it Is asso-
clated with periodontal disease and
gingivitis. E. histolytica a species
that invades the intestinal wall.
causing amoeblic dysentery and ul-
ceration; infectlon of the liver with
this species (amoeblc hepatitis) Is
common in {ropical countries.

enter- (entero-) prefix denoting
the intestine.

enteral (en-er-il) adj. of or relat:
Ing to the intestinal tracl. e. feeding
See nutrition.
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enteralgle (en-ter-al-jld) n. see
colic.

enterectomy (en-ter-ek-tdémi) n.
surglcal removal of part of the in-
testine,

enteric (en-le-rlk) adj. relating to
or affecting the intestine. e. fever see
paratyphoid fever, typhoid fever.

enteric-coated adj. describing
tablets that are coated with a sub-
stance that enables them to pass
through Lhe stomach o the intestine
unchanged.

enteritls (en-ter-I-tis) n. Inflamma-
tlon of the small intestine, usually
causing diarrhoea. infective e. en-
teritls caused by viruses or bacteria’
radiation e. enteritis caused by X-
rays or radloactive Lsotopes. See aiso
Crohn’s disease (regional enteritis),
gastroenteritis.

enteroblasls (oxyuriasis) (en-
ter-oh-by-i-sls) n. a discase, com-
mon in children throughout the
world, caused by the parasitic
nemalode Enterobius vermicularis
{see threadworm) in the large intes-
tine. The worms do not cause any
serlous leslons of the gut wall al-
though, rarely, they may provoke
appendicitis. Enterobiasis responds
well to treatment with plperazine
compounds. h

Enteroblus (Oxyuris) (en-ter-oh-
bils) n. see threadworm.

eonterocele (en-ler-ah-seel) 2. a her-
nia of the pouch of Douglas (be-
tween the rectum and ulerus) into
the upper part of the posterior vagi-
nal wall.

enteroclysls (en-ter-oh-kly-sis) n.
small-bowel ecnema (see small
howel).

enterococcus (en-ter-oh-kolt-iis)
n. any bacterium of the genus Strep-

enteroscope

tococrus that inhabits the human in-
testine.

enterocolitie (en-ter-oh-ko-ly-tis)
n. inllammation of the colon and
small intestine. See also colitls, en-
teritis, necrotlzing enterocolitis.

enterogenous (en-ter-oj-i-nts)adj.
borne by or carried in the intestine.

eonterokinase (en-ler-oh-ky-nayz)
n. the former name for enteropeptl-
dase.

enterolith (en-teroh-lith) n. a stone
within the Intestine. It usually
builds up around a gallstone or a
swallowed fruil stone.

enteron (en-(er-on) n. the Intestinal
tract.

enteropathy (en-ter-op-i-thi) n.
disease of the small intestine. Sve
also coeliac discase (gluten enter-
opathy). R

enteropeptidase (en-ter-oh-pep-
ti-dayz) n. an enzyme secreled by
the glands of the small intestine Lhat
acts on trypslnogen to produce
trypsin.

enteroptosls (en-ter-op-(oh-sis) n.
a condilion in which loops of intes-
tine (especially transverse colon)
are In a low anatomical position.

enterorrhaphy (en-ter-o-ré-fi) n.
the surgical procedure of stitching
an Intestine thal has elther perfo-
rated or been divlded during an op-
eratlon.

enteroscope (en-ler-oh-skohp) n.
an llluminated optical instrument
used lo inspect the interior of the
small intestine. The image is trans-
mitted through a fibreoptic bundle
or by atiny video-camera. The push
type is iniroduced by guidance
under direct vision. The sonde (ype
has an [nflatable balloon that pulls
the instrument through the length
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of the intestine by peristalsls. The
enteroscope is useful in diagnosing
the cause of haemorrhage of the
small Intestine or of strictures.
—enteroscopy (en-ler-os-kopl) n.

¥ (en-ter-ost-6mi) n. an
operation in which the small intes-
tine is brought through the abdom-
inal wall and opened (see duodenos-
tomy, jej y)orls
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and paralysls resulting from pres-
sure on a nerve in conditions in
which it is subJected to compression
by surrounding structures. See
carpal tunnel syndrome,

entroplon (en-troh-pl-on) n. in-
turning of the eyelid towards the
eyeball. The lashes may rub agalnst
the eye and cause irritation (see
trichlasl

Joined to the slomach (gastroen-
terostomy) or to another loop of
small intestine (enteroenterostomy).
enterotomy (en-ter-ot-dmi) n. sur-
glcal Incislon into the intestine.
enterotoxin (en-ter-oh-toks-in)n.a
poisonous substance thal has a par-
ticularly marked effect upon the
gastrolntestinal tract, causing vom
iting, diarrhoea, and abd 1

enucleation (i-new-kli-ay-shdn) n.
a surgical operation in which an
organ, tumour, or cyst is completely
removed. In ophthalmology it is an
operation in which the eyeball is re-
moved but the other structures in
the socket are lefl in place prior 10
fitting an ariificial eye.

onurosl- (en-yoor-ee-sis) n. the In-

pain.

enterovirus (en-ter-oh-vy-ris) a.
any virus that enters the body
through the gastrointestinal tract,
multiplies there, and then (gener-
ally) invades the central nervous
system. Enteroviruses include Cox-
sackie viruses and polloviruses.

enterozoon (en-ler-oh-zoh-on) n.
any anlmal specles inhabiting or in-
fecting the gut of another. See also
endoparasite.

enthesls (en-th'eesis) . 1. the site
of insertion of lendons and liga-
ments Into bones. 2. insertion of
synthetic Inorganic materlal to re-
place lost tissue.

enthesopathy (en-theez-op-&-lhi)
n. any rheumatic disease resulting

of urine, espe-
clally bedwelllng by children at
night (nocturnal e.). See also incon:
tinence. —enuretlc (en-yoor-et-ik)
adj.

environment (in-vyr-on-mént) n.
any or all aspects of the surround-
ings of an organlsm, both internal
and external, which Influence its
growth, development, and behav-
iour.

Environmental Health Officer
{EHO) (in-vyr-dn-men-tal) n. a per-
son, employed by a local authority,
who has special training in such as-
pects of environmental health and
pollutlon as housing, sanltation,
food, clean air, and water supplies
(formerly known as a Public Health
Inspector).

in Infl ion of enth Anky-
losing spondylitis, psoriatic arthri-
tis. and Relter's disease are exam-
ples.

entrapment neuropathy (en-
trap-mént) 2. pain, muscle wasting,

tal hearing ald n.
see hearing aid.

enzyme (en-zym) 7. a proleln that,
In small amounts, speeds up the rate
of a blological reaction without It-
self being used up in the reaction
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(L.e. it acls as a calalyst). Enzymes
are essential for the normal func-

eplu oW

eases, including allergies, para. '
infestations, and certain forms

tioning and devel of the
body. Fallure in the production or
aclivity of a single enzyme may re-
sult in metabolic disorders; such
disorders are often inherited and
some have serlous elfecls. —enzy-
matic adj.
bent assay (ELISA) n. a sensi-
tive technlque for measuring the
amount of a subslance. An antlbody
that will bind to the substance 13
produced; the amount of an easlly
measured enzyme that then binds
to the antibody complex enables ac-
curate measurement.

BOG 5. see eleclrooculography.

eonism (ee-d-nlzm) n. the adgp-
tlon of female manners and dress
by a man. See transsexualism, (rans-
vestism.

eo0sin (ce-oh-sin) n. ared acldicdye,
produced by the reaction of bromine
and fluorescein, used to stain blo-
logical speclmens for microscopical
examlnation.

sosinopenla (ee-oh-sin-oh- peemﬂ)

d &

eparterial (ep-ar-teer-ial) adj. sit-
uated on or above an artery.

ependyma (ep-en-dim-3) n. the ex-
tremely thin membrane, composed
of cells of the glla (ependymal cells),
that lines the ventricles of (he braln
and lhe chorold plexuses. I{ is re-
sponsible for helping to form cer-
ebrospinal luld. —ependymal adj.

ependymoma (ep-en-di-moh-mi)
n. a cerebral tumour derived from
the glial ependymal cells. [t may ob-
struct the flow of cerebrospinal
fluid, causing a hydrocephatus.

epheblatrics (i-fee-bi-at-riks) n.
the branch of medicine concerned
with the common disorders of chil-
dren and adolescents. Compare pae-
diatrlcs.

ephedrine (el-i-drin) n. a drug that
causes constriction of blood vessels
and widening of the bronchial pas-
sages (see sympathomimetic). It is
used mainly as a nasal deconges-
tant, being administered (alone or
inc ination with other drugs) as

n. a decrease in the
eosinophils in the blood.
eosinophll (ee-oh-sin-&-fil) n. a va-
rlety of white blood cell distin-
guished by the presence in its cyto.
plasm of coarse granules that stain
orange-red with Romanowsky
stains. Eosinophils are capable of
Ingesting foreign particles and are
involved in allergic responses nnd
host defence agalnst parasites.
esosinophllla (ee-oh-sind-fil-1&) n.
an increase in the number of
cosinophils In the blood. Eo-
sinophllia occurs In response to cer-
taln drugs and In a varlety of dis-

nose drops or by mouth.

eapl- prefix denoting above or upon.

epliblepharon (epi-blef-eron) n. an
abnormal fold of skin, present from
birth, stretching across the eye just
above the lashes of the upper eyelid
or in front of them In the lower lid.
It usually disappears within the
first year of life.

eplcanthus {eplcanthic fold)
(epi-kanlh-is) n. a vertical fold of
skin from the upper eyelld thal
covers the Inner corner of the eye. It
occurs abnormally in certain con-
genital conditions, e.g. Down’s syn-
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1n) n. a genus of fungi that grow on
the skin, causing tinea (ringworm).
See also dermatophyte.

epidiascope (cpi-dy-4-skohp) n. an
apparatus for projecting a greatly
magnified image of an object, such
as a specimen on a microscope slide,
on to a screen.

eopldidymectomy (epi-did-i-mek-
tdmi) . the surgical removal or ex-
cision of the epldidymis.

epldidymis (epl-did-i-mis) n. (pl.

)a highly c luted

tube, about seven metres long, that
connects the (estls to the vas defer-
ens. The spermatozoa are moved
along Lhe tube and are stored in the
lower part until ejaculation. —epl
didymal adj.

eopldidymitis (epi-did-i-my-tis) n.
Inflammatlon of the epldidymis.
The usual cause Is infection spread-
Ing down the vas deferens from the
bladder or urethra. The inflamma-
tion may spread to the testicle (epi-
didymo-orchitis).

epldidymovasostomy (epl-did-i-
moh-vayz-os-t1dmi) n. Lhe operation
of connecling the vas deferens to the
epididymis to bypass obstruction of
the latter. It is performed in an at-
tempt to cure azoospermia caused
by this blockage.

epldural (extradural) (epi-dewr-
dl)ad). on or over Lhe dura mater. e.
onaesthesia suppression of sensa-
tlon In the lower part of the body by
Injecting n local anaesthetic into the
epidural space, which anaesthetlzes
spinal nerve rools. It Is used espe-
clally to provide pain rellef during
chlldbirth orfo reduce the need for
deep general anaesthesla. e. space
the space between the dura mater of

epilepsy

the spinal cord and the vertebral
canal.

eplgastrium (epi-gas-trl-im) n. the
upper central region of the ab-
domen. —eplgastric ad).

epigastrocele (epl-gas-troh-seel)
n. a hernia through the upper cen-
{ral abdominal wall.

eplglottis (epi-glot-iss) n. a thin
leal-shaped flap of cartilage, covered
with mucous membrane, that is sit-
uaied Immedlately behind the root
of the tongue. It covers the entrance
to the larynx during swallowing.

eplglottitls (epi-glot-1-tis) n. an In-
fection of the eplgloltis, which
swells and causes obstruction of the
upper airways. It usually occurs in
children under seven years old. bul
is much less common since the Hib
vaccine was introduced.

eplkeratophakla (cpi-ke-rd-toh-
fay-kid) n. eye surgery to correct er-
rors of refraction in which the cur-
vature of the cornea is altered using
donor corneal tissue. which has
been frozen and shaped using a
lathe to produce a tissue lens that is
then sutured onto the cornea.

apliation (epi-lay-shon) n. the re-
moval of a hair by its roots. This can
be done mechanically or by elec-
trolysis; lasers for epilation are now
avallable.

epllepsy (ep-l-lep-si) n. any one ofa
group of disorders of brain function
characterized by recurrent altacks
that have a sudden onset. Selzures
may be generalized or partial. Gen-
eralized selzures may take the form
of major (tonicclonic or grand mal)
seizures. The tonic phase begins
when the patient falls (o the ground

with his ina

state of spasm. This is replaced by




aplleptiform

212

the convulsive of the

(epl-newr-iim) n. the

clonic phase, when the tongue may
be bitlen and urinary Incontinence
may occur. Mlnor or petit mal
seizures (absences) are briel spells
of unconsciousness, lasting for a few
seconds, during which posture and
balance are maintained and the eyes
stare blankly. A form of partial id-
iopathic epilepsy, they seldom ap-
pear before the age of three or after
and often ide spon-

taneously in adult life, although
they may be [ollowed by the onset of
major epllepsy. focal e. epilepsy
caused by structural disease of the
brain. idiopathic e. epilepsy that is
not associated with structural dam-
age to the brain. Jacksonian e. local
motor epilepsy in which the con.
vulsive movemen(s may spread
from the thumb to the hand, arm,
and face. femporal lobe (or psycho-
motor) e. focal epllepsy caused
by disease In the cortex of the tem-
poral lobe or the adjacent parietal
lobe of the brain. Its symptoms in-
clude hallucinations of smell, laste,
slght, and hearing, paroxysmal dis-
orders of memory, and automatism.
—epilleptic (epi-lep-tik) adj., n.

eplleptiform (epi-lep-ti-form) adj.
resembling an eplleplic attack.

eplleptogenic (epi-lep-ioh-Jen-lk)
ad). having the capaclty to provoke
epileptic seizures.

epilola (epl-lol-d) n. see luberous
(sclerosis).

epimenorrhagla (epi-men-d-ray-
18) n. see menorrhagla.

epimenorrhoea (epi-men-d-ree-d)
n. menstruation at shorter Intervals
than ls normal.

epinephrine (epi-nefrin) n. see
adrenaline.

outer sheath of connective tissue
that encloses the bundles (fascicles)
or l’lbres that make up a nerve.
(epi-fi inén)

n. an unusual symptom or event
that may occur simultancously with
a disease but is not necessarily di-
rectly relaled to il. Compare com-
plication.

eplphora (i-pif-er-d) n. walering of
the eye, in which tears flow onto the
cheek. It is due Lo some abnormality
of the tear drainage system: sce
lacrimal (apparatus).

eplphysis (i-pif-i-sis) n. 1. the end
of a long bone, which is injtially sep-
arated by cartilage from the shaft
(diaphysls) of the bone and develops
separaltely. It eventually fuses with
the dlaphysis 1o form a complete
bone. 2. see pineal gland. —epl-
physeal (epl-fiz-idl) adj.

eplphysitis (ep-ifi-sy-tis) n. in-
flammation of the eplphysis of a
long bone.

eplplo~ prefix denoting the omen-
tum.

eplplocele (i-pip-loh-scel) 5. a her-
nia that contains omentum.

eplploon (i-plp-loh-on) 2. see omen:
tum.

eplsclera (epi-skleer-) n. the out-
ermost covering of the sclera of the
eye, which provides nutrltional sup-
port to the sclera.

eplacleritis (epl-skleer-I-tis) n. in.
Nammation of the outermost layer
of the sclera of the eyeball, result-
Ing in a red painful eye that is sen-
sitive to light.

oplslo- prefix denoting the vulva,

eplslorrhaphy (ep-izl-o-rafi) n.
stltching together the margins of a







epoprostenol

structure, or species named after a
particular person, usually the per-
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The penis is composed largely of
erectlle tissue.
erection (i-rek-shén) n. the sexu-

son who first di ed or de-
scribed it. —eponymous (i-pon-i-
mus) adj.

epoprostenol (ee-poh-pros-ti-nol)
n. a prostaglandin drug used imme-
diately before and during renal dial-
ysls 1o prevent clotiing of blood In
the shunt. It Is adminislered by
inlravenous injection.

Epstein-Barr virus (EB virus,
EBYV) (ep-styn bar) n. the virus, be-
longing lo the herpesvirus group,
that is Lhe causatlve agent of glan-
dular fever. It is also implicated in
Burkitt's lymphoma, Hodgkin's dis-
ease, and hepatitls. [Sir M. A. Ep-
steln (1921- ) and Y. M. Barr
(1932- ), British pathologists]

epulls (ep-yoo-lis) n. a swelling on
the gum.

equl- prefix denoting equality.

equinia (i-kwln-ia) n. see glanders.

Erb's palsy (erbz) n. weakness or
paralysis of the shoulder and arm
caused by Injury to the upper roots
of a baby’s brachial plexus during
blrth. The of the should

ally active stale of the penis, which
becomes enlarged and rigid (due to
the erectlle tissue being swollen
with blood). The term Is also applied
to the clitoris.

arepsln (i-rep-sin) n. a mixture of
protein-digesting enzymes (see pep-
tidase) secreted by the Intestinal
glands. It is part of the succus en-:
tericus.

ERG n. see electroretinography.

eorg- (ergo-) prefix denoting work
or activity.

ergocalciferol (er-goh-kal-sil-er-
ol) n. see vitlamin D.

ergograph (er-gb-grahi) a. an ap-
paratus for recording the work per-
formed by the muscles of the body
when undergoing activity.

ergometrine (er-goh-met-reen)n.a
drug that stimulates contractions of
the uterus. It Is administered by in-
Jection to assist labour and (com-
bined with oxytocin) to coniro)
bleeding following L lete abor

tion.

and the flexors of the elbow are
paralysed and the arm hangs at the
side internally rotated at the shoul-
der. [W. H. Erb (1640-1921), German
neurologist]

ERCP n. endoscopic retrograde
cholangiopancreatography; a tech-
nique in which a catheter s passed
through a duodenoscope into the
ampulla of Vater of the common blle
ductand § d with a radl

(er-gd-nom-iks) n. the
study of humans in relatlon to their
work and working surroundings.

ergosterol (er-gos-ter-ol) n. a plant
sterol that, when irradiated with
ultraviolet light, Is converted to er-
gocalclferol (vitamin D,). See vita:
min D.

ergot (er-got) n. a fungus (Claviceps
purpurea) that grows on rye. It pro
duces several important alkaloids,
includl ergolamnine and ergo

medium to outline-the puncreallc

melrine. See also ergolism.

duct and bile ducts radiol ly.
erectile (i-rek-tyl) adl capable of
ing erectionor b ing erect.

erg b (er-got-d-meen) n. n
drug that causes consiriclion of
blood vessels and is used lo relieve
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migraine. It is administered by
mouth or In suppositories. Trade
names: Cafergot. Migril.

ergotism (er-gd-tizm) n. poisoning
caused by eating rye infecled with
the fungus ergot. The chief symp-
tom is gangrene of the fingers and
toes, with dinrrhoea and vomiting,
nausea, ond headache.

erogenous (l-ro)-in-is) adj. de-
scriblng certain parts of the body,
the physical stimulation of which
leads 1o sexual arousal.

eroslon (i-roh-zAdn) n. an eating
away of surface tissue by physical
or ical pr includi
those d with Infl

cervical e. an abnormal area of epl-
thelium thal may develop at the
corvix of the uterus dug to tissue
dnmage caused al childblrth or by
ntlempts al abortion. dental e. loss of
surface tooth substance, usually
raused by repeated application of
acid. It may result from excessive
intake of citrus or carbonated
drinks or citrus frults or from re-
wurgitation of acid from the stom-
ach,

arot- (eroto-) prefix denoting sex-
vnl desire or love.

BRPC pl. n. evacuated retalned
preducts of conception.

eructation (i-ruk-tay-shén) n.
helching: the sudden raising of gas
trom the stomac}.

eruptlon (i-rup-shon) a. 1. the out-
heak of a rash. 2. (in dentistry) the
wimergence of a growing tooth from
the gum Into the mouth.

RV 1. see (expiratory) reserve vol-
nme,

orysipelas (eri-sip-1is) n. a strep-
fweaceal Infection of the skin, espe-
tInlly the face, characterized by red-

erythroblastosis

ness and swelling. The affected
areas usually have sharply defined
margins, which can differentiate
erysipelas from the otherwise simi-
lar cellulitls.
erysipelold (e-ri-sip-i-lold) n. an
infection of the skin and under-
lying tissues with the baclerium

X

usually in people handling fish,
poultry, or meat. It is normally con-
fined to a finger or hand, which be-
comes reddened; sometimes sys-
temlc illness develops.

erythema (erl-thcem-3) n. flush-
Ing of the skin due to dilatation of
the blood capillaries in the dermis.
e. ab igne a reticular pigmented rash
on the lower legs or elsewhere
caused by persistent exposure (o ra-
diant heat. e. muitiforme a condition
characterized by so-called target le-
sions that may be recurrent and fol-
low herpes simplex inlectlon. e. no-
dasum a condition characterized by
tender bruilsellke swellings on the
shins. 1t Is often assoclated with
sireptococcal infectlon.

erythr- (erythro-) prefix denoting
1. redness. 2. erythrocyles.

erythraemla (eri-three-mil) n. see
polycythaemia (vera).

erythrasma (e-ri-thraz-ma) n. a
chronic skin infection due to the
bacteriwm Corynebacterium minu-
tissimum, occurring in such areas
as the armpits, where skin surfaces
are in contact.

erythroblast (i-rith-roh-blast) n.
any of a series of nucleated cells (see
normoblast) that pass through a
successlon of stages of maturation
to form red blood cells (erythro-
cytes). See also erythropoicsis.

erythroblastosis (I-rith-roh-blas-



erythrocyanosis

toh:-sis) n. the presence in the blood
of erythroblasts. e. foetalis a severe
but rare haemolytic anaem!a affect-
ing newborn infants due 1o destruc-
lion of the infant's red blood cells
by factors present in the mother’s
serum. It is usually caused by in-
compatibility of the rhesus blood
groups between mother and infant
(see rhesus factor).

orythrocyanosls (i-rith-roh-sy-a-
noh-sis) n. mottled purplish discol-
oration on the legs and thighs. The
condltlon is worse in cold weather.
Welght loss is the best ureatment as
it reduces the insulating effect of a
thick layer of fat.

erythrocyte (red blood cell,
RBC) (i-rith-roh-syt) n. a blood cell

ining the pi h i

bin, the principal function of which
is to transport oxygen. There are
normally about 5x 10" erythrocytes
per litre of blood.

erythrocyte sedimentation
rate n. see ESR.

erythrocytosls (i-rith-roh-sy-toh-
slis) n. an increase in the number of
red blood cells (erythrocytes) in the
blood. See polycythaemia.

erythroderma (exfoliative der-
matitis) (i-rith-roh-der-md) n. ab-
normal reddening, flaking, and
thickening of the skin affecting a
wide area of the body.

erythroedema (I-rith-ri-dee-mé) n.
see pink disease.

erythromyein (i-rith-roh-my-sin)
n. an antibiotlc used to treat Infec-
tions caused by a wide range of bac-
teria and other microorganisms. It
is adminlistered by mouth or injec-
tion or topically. Trade names: Ery-
max, Erythrocin.

erythropenla (i-rith-roh-pee-nid)
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n. areduction in the number of red
blood cells (erythrocytes) In the
blood.

erythroplasila (i rilh-roh-play-zid)
n. an abnormal red patch of skin
that occurs particularly in the
mouth or on the genilalla and is pre-
cancerous.

erythropolesis (i-rith-roh-poi-ec-
sls) n. the process of red blood cell
(erythrocyte) production, which
normally occurs in the blood-form-
Ing tissue of the bone marrow. Ser
also haemopolesis.

-y ot \ ( i
(l-rith-roh-poi-é-lin) n. a hormone
secreled by certain cells in the kid-
ney In response to a reduction in the
amount of oxygen reaching the tls.
sues. Erythropoletin increases and
controls the rate of red cell produc
tion (erythropoiesis).

erythropsla (eri-throp-sia) n. red
vislon: a symptom sometimes expe
rienced afler removal of a cataracl
and also in snow blindness.

Esbach's alt .

(ess
bahks) n. a graduated glass tube
used for measuring the amount of
albumin in a specimen ol urine. [G
H. Esbach (1843-90), French phys}
clan]

eschar (ess-kar) n. a scabor slough,
as produced by the action of heat or
a corroslve substance on llving tis
sue.

Escherichla (esh-erik-1i) n. n
genus of Gram-negative, generally
motile, rodlike bacteria that are
found In the intestines of humans
and many animals. E. coll a species
that is usually not harmful but some
strains of which cause gastroin
testinal infections. E. coli 0157 a
pathogenic serolype causing colltis,
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which may glve rise to the compll-
cations of haemolytic uraemic syn-
drome or thrombocytopenic pur-

pura.
Esmarch’s bandage (ess-marks)

ethmold hone

essential fatty acld n. oneof a
group of unsaturated fatty acids that
are essential for growth but cannot
be synthesized by the body. The es-
sentlal fatty acids are linoleic,

n.a rubber or elaslic bandage that is
wound tightly around a limb in
order to force blood oul from an
area in which an operation is (o be
performed in a bleod-free field. [J.
F. A. von Esmarch (1823-1908), Ger-
man surgeon)

esotropla (ess-oh-troh-pld) n. con-
vergent strabismus: a type of squint.

ey ( s

lelshmanlasis) (ess-puun-dia) n.
a disease of the skin and mucous
membranes caused by the parasitic
protozoan Leishmania braziliensis
(see leishmaniasis), occurring in
South and Central America.

B8R (erythrocyte sedimenta-
tlon rate) n. the rate at which red
blood cells (erythrocytes) setlle out
of suspension in blood plasma,
measured under slandardized con-
ditlons. The ESR increases in
rheumatic diseases, chronlc infec-
tions, and mallgnant disease, and
thus provides a valuable screening
{est for these condlitions.

BBRF n. see end-stage renal failure.

essence (ess-éns) n. a solution con-
sisting of an essential oil dissolved
In alcohol.

essentlal (i-sen-shil) adj. describ-
ing a disorder that is not apparently
attributable to an outside cause.

essentlal amino acld 2. an
amino acid that Is essentlal for nor-
mal growth and development but
cannol be synthesized by the body
and must therefore be obtained
fvom protein in the diel. See amlno
neld.

linolenic, and ar ic acids.

essential oll n. a volatile ol de-
rived from an aromalic plant. Es-
sential olls are used in various phar-
maceutical preparations. See also
aromatherapy.

EBV n. see end-systolic volume.

ESWL 1. exiracorporeal shock-wave
lithotripsy. See lithotripsy.

ET adj. see endotracheal.

etacrynic acld (ethacrynlc
acld) (et-d-krin-ik) n. a loop di-
uretic adminlistered by injection to
treat fluid retention (oedema), such
as that associated with heart failure
and kidney and liver disorders.
Trade name: Edecrin.

ethambutol (eth-am-bew-tol) n. a
drug administered by mouth in the
treatment of tuberculosis, in con-
Junction wilth other drugs.
th | (ethyl alcohol) (eth-a-
nol) . see alcohol.

ether (ee-ther) n. a volatile liquid
formerly used as an anaesthetic ad-
ministered by Inhalation. It also has
laxative actlon when administered

by mouth.

ethlcs (eth-lks) n. a code of princi-
ples governing correct behavlour,
which In the nursing profession In-
cludes behaviour towards patients
and their families, visilors. and col-
leagues.

ethinylestradiol (eth-i-nyl-ee-stri-
dy-ol) n. a synthetic female sex hor-
mone (see oestrogen) mainly used
(in combination with a prc )
in oral conlraceptives.

ethmold bone (eth-moid) . a bone
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in the floor of the cranium that con-
tributes to the nasal cavity and or-
bits. The part of the ethmoid form-
ing the roof of the nasal cavlty (the
cribriform plate) is pierced with
many small holes through which
the olfactory nerves pass. See also
nasal (concha), skull.

ethnology (eth-nol-dj}) . the study
of the different races of mankind,
concerned mainly with cultural and
social difTerences between groups
and the problems that arise from
their particular ways of life. —eth-
nlc (eth-nik) adj.

ethosuximide (cth-oh-suks-i-myd)
n. an anticonvulsant drug adminis-
tered by mouth 1o control epileptic
seizures. Trade names: Emeside.
Zarontin,

ethyl chloride (chloroethane)
n. a volatile llquid used chlelly as a
{ocal anaesthelic applied toplcally
(o the skin before minor surgery.
Formula: C,H,Cl.

etidronate (ct-i-droh-nayt) n. see
blsphosphonates.

atlology (ee-ti-ol-3jl) n. see aetiol-

ogy.

etoposide (e-top-oh-syd) n. a cylo-
toxic drug derived from an extract
of the mandrake plant. It Is admin-
istered intravenously or by mouth,
primarily Iin the treatment of
br hial carcl ly h
and testicular tumours. Trade
name: Vepesld.

etynodiol (ethynodiol) (et-I-noh-
dy-ol) n. a synthetic female sex hor-
mone (see progestogen) that Is used
in progestogen-only oral contracep-
lives. Trade name: Femulen.

eu- prefix denoting 1. good, well, or
easy. 2. normal.
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EUA 5. examination under anaes-
thetle.

eucalyptol (yoo-ki-llp-tol) n. a
volatile oil that has a mlld irritant
effect on the mucous membranes of
the mouth and digestive system. It is
taken as paslilles or inhaled as
vapour to relleve calarrh.

eugenlcs (yoo-jen-iks) n. the scl-
ence that Is concerned with the im-
provement of the human race by
means of the principles of genetics.

eumenoirhoea (yoo-men-d-ree-i)
n. regular menstruation. This does
not necessarily indicate regular
ovulation.

eunuch (yoo-nik) n. a male who
has undergone castration.

eupepsia (yoo-pep-sid) . the siate
of normal or good digestion.

euphoria (yoo-for-1) a. a state of
cheerfulness and well-being. A mor-
bid degree of euphoria Is character:
Istlc of mania and hypomania. Ser
also ecstasy, elatlon.

euplastic (yoo-plast-ik) adj. de
scribing a tlssue that heals quickly
after Injury.

Eustachlan tube (pharyngo-
tympanic tube) (yoo-stay-shon)
n. the tube thal connecls the middle
ear to the pharynx. It allows the
pressure on the inner side of the
eardrum to remaln equal to the ex-
ternal pressure. {B. Eustachio (1520
74), ltalian anatomist})

euthanasla (yooth-dn-ay-zia) n. the
act of taking Iife (o relieve suffering.
active e. euthanasia achieved by ac-
tlve steps, usually the adminlstra
tion of a drug. passive e. euthanasla
achieved by the deliberate with
holding of treatment that mlght pre
vent death. voluntary e. euthanasin
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produced al the requesl of the pa.
tlent.
euthyrold (yoo-th'y-rold) adj. hav-
ing a normally functioning thyrold
gland. Compare hyperthyrmdlsm.
¥

exchange transfusion

al’ler having been torn during child-
rih.

ovldonco—bnsod practice

(EBP) (ev-i-déns-bayst) a. heaith
care provided on the basis of the ef-

hypolhyroldlsm

ouﬂlyrold sick syndrome (sick
euthyrold syndrome) n. a syn-
drome in which the level of tri-
lodothyronine is markedly reduced,
thyroxine is slightly reduced, and
thyrold-stimulating hormone Is re-
duced or normal. It s commonly
seen in nonthyroldal iliness, due Lo
altered metabolism and transport ol
the thyroid hormones.

evacuation (i-vak-yoo-ay-shon) n.
removal of the conlents of a cavlty,
especially the emplying of the bow-
els (defecation).

evacuator (l-vak-yoo-ay-ter) n. a
device for sucking fluld out of a cav-
{ty. Evacuators may be used 1o
empty the bladder of unwanted ma-
terial during such operatlons as
the removal of a calculus or trans.
urethral proslatectomy.

evaluation (i-val-yoo-ay-shén) n.
the final slage of the nursing
process, in which the effects of nurs-
Ing interventions are compared
with the goals or objectives set in
the care plan. See expected outcome.

eventration (ee-ven-tray-shdn) n.
4. protrusion of the Intestines
through the abdominal wall. 2. ab-
normal elevation of pari of the dia-

fectl of interventlons in rela-
tion to the cost-effectlveness of
health outcomes.

evisceratlon (l-vis-er-ay-shon) n.
4. (in surgery) a. the removal of part
of the viscera. b. the protrusion of
an organ through a surgical Inct-
sion. 2. (In ophthalmology) an op-
eratton in which the contents of the
eyeball are removed, the empty
outer envelope (sclera) being left be-
hind. Compare enucleation.

Ewing's tumour (Ewing's sar-
comas) (yoo-ingz) n. a malignant
bone tumour arising In the bone
marrow. It usually affects the femur
but s liable to spread (o other bones
and {o the lung. It is most common
in children and adolescents. [J.
Ewing (1866-1943), US pathologist]

en- (eMo-) prefix denoting oulside or

outer.
hatl P
{

'bll)"
shon) a. an increase in the severlty
ofadisorder, marked by an increase
in the intensity of its symploms and
slgns.

enaltation (cg-zawl-tay-shon) n. see
elation. .

exanthem (cks-anth-ém) 2. arash
ar eruptlon, such as that occurring
in measles. e. subitum see roseola

( ).
(eks-an-th'em-ams) ad]

phragm due to a ital weak-
ness.
overslon (i-ver-shon) n. a turning
oulward. e. of the cervix a conditlon
n which the edges of the neck
(eervix) of the uterus turn outward

! (iks-
chnyn]) na techmquc for treating
haemolytic disease in newborn in-
fants. Blood Is withdrawn from the
baby (via the umbilical vein) and re-
placed by an equal amount of donor



excimer laser

blood compatible with the mother’'s
blood.

oncimer laser (ek-sy-mer) n. see
laser.

exclse (ek-syz) vb. to cut out tssue,
an organ, or a tumour from the
body. —exclslon (ek-si-zhén) a.

excltation (eks-i-tay-shon) . (in
neurophysiology) the triggering ofa
conducted impulse in the mem-
brane of a muscle cell or nerve fibre.

excoriation (iks-kor-i-ay-shdn) n.
the destruction and r 1 of the
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running) and to benefit the lungs
and cardiovascular system. isomel-
ric e. an exerclse in which the mus-
cles contract but there is no move-
menl; this Is induced when a limb is
made to push against something
rigid and is designed 1o improve
muscle tone. isofonic e. an exercise
In which the muscles contract and
there ls movement, but the force re-
mains the same; this improves Joint
moblllly and muscle strength.

surface of the skin or the covering of
an organ by scraping, the applica-
tion of a chemical. or other means.
excrescence (iks-kress-éns)a. an
abnormal outgrowth on the surface
of the body, such as a warl.
excreta (iks-kreetd) n. any waste
material discharged from the body,
especially faeces.
encretion (iks-kree-shdn) n. the re-
moval of the wasle products of me-
tabolism from the body, mainly
through the action of the kidneys.
Excretion also includes the loss of
waler, salts, etc. through the sweat
glands, the loss of carbon dioxide
and walter vapour from the lungs,
and the egestion of faeces.
enenteration (eks-en-ter-ay-shon)
n. (in ophthalmology) an operation
in which all the contents of the eye
socket (orbit) are removed, leaving
only the bony walls inlact.
exerclse (eks-er-syz) n. any activ-
ity resulling In physical exertlon

{eks-foh-li-ay-shdn) n.
1. Naking off of the upper layers of
the skin. 2. separation of a surface
epithelium from the underlying tis-
sue. 3. the natural shedding of pri-
mary teeih. —exfollative adj.

exhalation {explration) (eks-hi-
lay-shon) n. the act of breathing air
from the lungs out through the
mouth and nose.

exhibitlonism (eksi-bish-6n-izm)
n. exposure of (he genitals to an-
other person, as a sexually deviant
acl. The word is ofien broadened to
mean public flaunting of any qualily
of the individual.

eximestane (eks-i-mess-tayn) n.
see aromalase inhibltor.

OMO- prefix. see ex-.

exocrine gland (cks-oh-kryn) n.
a gland that discharges Its secretion
by means of a duct, which opens
onto an epithelial surface. Examples
of exocrine glands are the sebaccous
and sweat glands. See also secretion.

that is ded to mal physi-
calfitness, 1o condition the body, or
to correct a physical deformity. Ex-
ercises may be done actively by the
person or passively by a theraplsl.
aerobice. an exercise intended to in-
crease oxygen fon (as in

(ek-90)-In-0s) adj. orig-
lna!lng outside the body or part of
(he body: applled particularly to
substances In the body tha( are de-
rived from the diet ralher than built
up by the body's own processes of

ol Compare end



21

exomphalos (ek-som-fa-lis) n. an
umbilical hernia.

exophthalmic goltre (Graves's
disease) (eks-off-thal-mik) n. see
thyrotoxicosis.

eoxophthalmos (cks-off-thal-mos)
n. protrusion of the eyeballs in their
sockets. This can result from Injury
or discase of the eyeball or socket
but is most commonly associated
with overactivity of the thyrold
gland (see thyrotoxicosis). —ex-
ophthalmic adj.

oxostosls (cks-os-toh-sls) n. a be-
nlgn outgrowth of bone with a cap of
cartilage, arising from the surface
of a bone. See osleoma.

exotlc (ig-zot-ik) adj. describing a
dlsease occurring in a region of Lhe
world lar from where it mighl be ex-
pected.

exotoxin (eks-oh-toks-in) n. a
highly potent poison, often harmful
to only a limlled range of tissues,
that is produced by a bacterlal cell
nnd secreted into its surrounding
medium. Exotoxins are produced by
the bacleria causing botulism, diph-
theria, and tetanus. Compare endo-
toxin.

exotropla (eks-oh-troh-pid) n. di-
vergent strablsmus: a type of squint.

oxpected outcome (iks-pekt-id)
n. a statement in the care plan of
what the nursing intervention ls in.
tended to achleve, usually described
In terms of the patient’s expected be-
haviour. See behavioural objective.

enpectorant (iks-pek-ter-dnt) n. a
trug that enhances the secretion of
sputum by the alr passages so that it
In easler lo cough up. Expectorants
uro used in cough mixttires; they act
by Increasing the bronchial secre-

expression

tion or make it less viscous (se¢ mu-
colytic).

expectoration (lks-pek-ter-ay-
shén) n. the act of spilting out ma-
(erlal brought into the mouth by
coughing.

Experience of Careglving In-
ventory (ECI) (Lks-peer-i-éns)n.a
1ool used by mental health nurses
and others to assess the burden of
caring and the coplng skills among
members of a dependent’s family.

experiential leaming (iks-peer-i-
en-shdl) 2. learning by experiencing
a situation or a simulated situation,
as In role playing, and then reflect-
ing on that experlence.

expiration (cks-per-ay-shdn) n. 1.
the act of breathing out alr from the
lungs: exhalatlon. 2. dying.

explant (eks-plahnt) 1. a. llve tis-
sue transferred from the body (or
any organism) lo a suitable artifl-
cial medlum for cuiture. 2. vh. o
transfer llve tissue for culture out-
slde the body. —explantation n.

exploration (eks-pld-ray-shdn) n.
(ln surgery) an investigative opera-
tion on a wound, Ussue, or cavily lo
delermine the cause of symptoms.
—enploratory (Iks-plo-ri-ter-i) adj.

enposure (iks-poh-zher) n. (in be-
havlour therapy) a method of treat-
Ing fears and phobias that involves
confronting the individual with the
feared object or situatlon, elther
gradually (see desensitization,
graded self-exposure) or suddenly
(see Nooding).

expression (lks-presh-3n) 2. 4. the
appearance of the face, reflecting
the Individual's physical or emo-
tional state. 2. expulsion by press-
Ing or squeezing, as of milk from the
breasl alter pregnancy or the letus




expuisive haemorrhage

or placenta from the uterus at child-
birth. .

expulsive haemorrhage (eks-
pul-siv) n. sudden bleeding from the
chorold and retina of the eye, usu-
ally during a surgical procedure or
trauma. This may force the ocular
tissue out of the wound and Is po-
tentially one of the most devastat-
ing intraoperative complications of
ocular surgery.

exsanguination (iks-sang-win-ay-
shon) n. 1. depriving the body of
blood; for example, as a result of an
accident causing severe bleeding. 2.
a technique for providing a blood-
less field to facilitate certaln opera-
tive procedures, 3. the removal of
blood from a part (usually a limb)
before stopping the inflow of blood
(by lourniquel). —exsanguinate
vh.

exsuffiation (eks-suf-lay-shdn) n.
the forcible removal of secretions
Irom the alr passages by some form
of suction apparatus.

ded role (enh d role)

(iks-ten-did) n. (of the nurse) activi-

tles concerned with patlents, either

In hospltal or the ity, that
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exteriorization (lks-teer-l-erl-zay-
shén) n. a surgical procedure in
which an organ is brought from its
normal site to (he surface of the
body. as in colostomy.

exteroceptor (eks-ter-oh-sep-ter)
n. a sensory nerve, ending In the
skin or a mucous membrane, that is
responsive to stimuli (rom outside
the body. See also chemoreceptor.
receptor.

extinctlon (iks-tink-shén) n. (in
psychology) the weakening of a
conditioned reflex that takes place if
it Is not maintained by relnforce-
menl.

axtirpation (cks-ter-pay-shén) n.
the complete surgical removal of tis-
sue, an organ, or a growth.

extra- prefix denoting outside or be-
yond.

extracapsular (eks-tra-kaps-yoo-
ler) adj. oulside or not involving a
capsule. e. extraction surgical re-
moval of a cataract In which the cap-
sule of the lens is left behind. e. frac-
ture a fraclure, especially of the hip,
that does not Involve the Joint cap-
sule.

eoxtr (eks-tra-sel-yoo-ler)

are approprlate for delegation by
doclors to nurses. Agreement on the
delegated responsibilities is reached
locally by consullation between
medical and nursing professlons.

extenslon (iks-ten-shdn) n. 1. the
act of extending or stretching, espe-
clally (he muscular movement by
which alimb is straightened. 2. the
appllcation of traction to a fractured
or dislocated 1imb in order to re-
store it to its normal position.

extensor (iks-ten-ser) n. any mus-
cle that causes Lhe straightening of
a limb or other part.

adj. situaled or occurring outside
cells. e. fluid (ECF) the fluld sur-
rounding cells.

extracorporeal (eks-ird-kor-por-
1al) ad}. situated or occurring out-
side the body. e. circulation the cir-
culation of the blood outside the
body, as through a heart-lung ma.
chine or an artificlal kidney (see
haemodlalysis). e. membrane oxy-
genation (ECMO) a rescue treatment
for otherwise falal respiratory fail-
ure In newborn bables or Infants
due (o prematurity or overwhelm:
Ing septicaemia. It involves pro-
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longed cariopulmonary bypass lo
suppori gas exchange.

extract (eks-trakt) n. a preparalion
containing the pharmacologlcally
active principles of a drug, made by
evaporating a solution of the drug
in water, alcohol, or ether.

extraction (iks-trak-shén) n. 1. the
surgical removal of a part of the
body. Extraction of teeth Is usually
achieved by applying extraction for-
ceps Lo the crown or rool of the tooth
todislocate it from Its socket. 2. the
act of pulling out a baby from the
body of its mother during child-
birth.

extradural (els-tri-dewr-dl) adj.
see epidural,

extraembryonic membranes
(eks-trd-em-bree-on-1k) pl. n. the
membranous structures that sur-
round the embryo and contrlbute to
the placenta and umbilical cord.
‘They include the amnlon, chorion,
allantols, and yolk sac.

extrapleural (eks-tri-ploor-dl)adj.
relating 1o the tissues of the chest
wall outside lhe parlcml pleura.
extr (eks-tré-

eye

blood or flutd from vessels inio the
surrounding tissues, which follows
Injury, burns, inflammatlon, and al-
lergy.

extraversion (eks-tri-ver-shdn) n.
see exiroversion.

extrinsic factor (eks-trin-sik) n.
an old name for vilamin B,,.

extrinsle muscle n. a muscle,
such as any of those controlling
movements of the eyeball, that has
its origin some distance from the
part it acts on.

extroversion (cks-iro-ver-shén) n.
1. (extraversion) an enduring per-
sonality tralt characlerized by in-
terest in the outside world rather
than the self. People high In extro-
version (extroverts) are gregarious
and outgoing, prefer to change ac-
tlvitles frequently, and are not sus-.
ceptlble to permanent conditloning.
Compare inlroversion. 2, a turning
inslde oul of a hollow organ, such
as the uterus (which sometimes oc-
curs after childbirth).

extrovert (eks-lro-veri) n. see ex-
troversion.

pi- ram ld 1) n. the syslem of nerve
tracts and pathways connecting the
cerebral cortex, basal ganglia, thal-
amus, cerebellum, reticular for-
mation. and spinal neurones in
complex circuits not included in
the pyramidal system. The extra-
pyramidal system Is malnly con-
cerned with the regulation of stereo-
typed reflex musclilar movements.
extrasystole (eks-ri-sls-td-li) n.
see eclopic beat.
extrauterine (eks-ri-yoo-teryn)
adj. outside the uterus.
extravasation (lks-trav-i-say-
shén) n. the leakage and spread of

(eks-yoo-day-shdn) n.
the slow escape of liquld (the exu-
date) containing proteins and white
cells through (he walls of intact
blood vessels. usually as a resull of
Inflammalion. Exudation is a nor-
mal part of the body’s defence mech-
anisms.

eye (1) n. the organ of sight: a three-
layered roughly spherlcal structure
speclalized for recelving and re-
spondlng to light (see illustration).
Light enters the eye through the
cornea, which relracts it lhrough
the aqueous humour onto the lens.
By dation light Is f d
through the vitreous humour onto
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sclera

choroid

relins

extrinslc
muscle

The eye (sagitlal seclion)

the retina. Here light-sensitive cells
(see cone, rod) send nerve Impulses
to the brain vla the optic nerve.

eyeball (I-bawl) n. the body of the
eye, which is roughly spherical, is
bounded by the sclera, and lies in
the orblt. Its movements are con-
trolled by three palrs of exirinsic
eye muscles.

ayelld (I-1id) n. the protective cov-
ering of the eye. Each eye has two
eyellds consisting of skin, muscle,
connective tissue (tarsus), and se-
b glands ( or

tarsal glands). Each eyelld s lined
with membrane (see conjuncliva)
and (ringed wlith eyelashes.
Anatomical names: blepharon.
palpebra.

eyestraln (I-strayn) n. a sense of fa-
tigue brought on by use of Lhe eyes
for prolonged close work or in per-
sons who have an uncorrecied error
of refraction. Symptoms are usually
aching or burning of the eyes, ac-

name: asthenopia.

eye tooth n. see canine.




F 1. symbol for Fahrenheil. 2. sym-
bol for farad.

tace-lift (fays-1ilt) n. plastic surgery
designed to correct sagging faclal
{issues. Eyelid drooping can be cor-
recied at the same procedure.

facet (fas.it) n. a small flat surface
on a bone, especially a surface of ar-
ticulation.

facet syndrome n. a syndrome
caused by dislocation of the articu-
latlng surface of the vertebrae, re-
sulting in pain and muscle spasm.

faclal nerve (fay-shal) n. the sev-
enth cranial nerve (VII): a mixed
sensory and motor nerve that sup-
plies the muscles of laclal expres-
slon, the taste buds of the front part
of the longue, the sublingual sali-
vary glands, and the lacrimal

factor, AHF) (fak-ter) n. a coagu-
lation factor normally present in
blood. Deficiency of the factor,
which is inherited by males from
thelr mothers, results in haemo-
phllia A.

Factor IX (Christmas factor)
n. a coagulalion factor normally
present in the blood. Deficlency of
the factor results in haemophllia B.

Factor X1 . a coagulation factor
normally present In blood. Defi-
clency of the factor is inherited, but
rarely causes spontaneous bleeding.
However, bleeding does occur alter
surgery or trauma to Lhe blood ves-
sels.

facultative (fak-il-14-tiv) adj. de-
scribing an organism, such as a par-
asite, that is not restricted to one
way of life. Compare obligate,

glands.

fack suffix d ] ing or
making.

facles (fay-shi-eez) n. facial expres-
sion, often a gulde to a patient's
slate of health as well as his emo-
tlons. adenoid f. the vacant look.
with the mouth drooping open, seen
In adenoids. Hippocratic f. the sal-
low face, sagging and with listless
staring eyes, that some read as the
expression of approaching death.

Factor V Lelden (ly-dén) n. an in.
herited mutation in the gene coding
for coagufmlon Factor V, which re-
sults in an Increased susceptibility
todevelop venous thrombosis.

Factor Viti (antlhaemophilic

f lith (fee-kilith) n. a small
hard mass of faeces, found particu-
larly in the vermiform appendix: a
cause of inflammation.

faeces (fee-seez) n. the wasle ma-
terial that is elimInated through the
anus. It Is formed In the colon and

ofasolld or {solid mass
of undigeslted food remalns (chiefly
cellulose) mixed with bile pigments
(which are responsible for the col-
our), bacteria, various secretions
(e.g. mucus), and some waler. —fae-
cal (fee-kal) ad).

Fahrenheit temperature (fa-rén-
hyt) n. temperature expressed on a
scale in which the melting point ol




failure to thrive

ice is assigned a temperature of J32°
and the bolling point of water a tem-
perature of 212¢. The formula for
converling from Fahrenheit (F) to
Celsius (C) is: C = 5/F - 32). See
also Celslus temperature. [G. D.
Fahrenhelt (1686-1736), German
physicist]

fallure to thrive (FTT) (fayl-yer
t6 thryv) n. fallure of an infant o
grow satisfactorlly compared with
the average for that community. I
is detecled by regular measure-
ments and plotting on centile
charts. It can be the first indication
of a serious underlying condition,
such as kidney or heari disease or
malabsorption, or it may resull
from problems at home, particu-
larly nonaccidental injury.

falnting (faynt-ing) n. see syncope.

Falrbanic’s splint (falr-banks)n. a
splint used for the correction of
Erb's palsy in infants. It immobi-
lizes the affecled arm with the
shoulder abducted and externally
rotated, the elbow bent at 90°, and
the forearm and wrist held In a
supine position. [T. J. Fairbank,
British orthopaedic surgeon)

falcHorm ligament (fal-si-form)
n. a fold of peritoneum separating
the rlght and lefl lobes of the liver
and altaching it to the diaphragm
and the anterlor abdomInal wall as
far as the umbllicus.

Falloplan tube ( , utere
Ine tube) (@-loh-pidn) n. either of
a palr of tubes thal conduct ova
from the ovary to the uterus (see re-
productlve system). The ovarian
end opens into the abdominal cavity
via a funnel-shaped structure with
fimbrlae surrounding the opening.
The ovum is fertilized near the ovar-

226

ian end of the tube. [G. Fallopius
(1523-63), Italian anatomist]
falloposcope (fa-loh-poh-skohp) n.
a narrow flexible fibreoptic endo-
scope used to view the inner lining
of the Fallopian (ubes. —fallo-

poscopy n.

Fallot's tetralogy (fal-ohz) n. see
tetralogy of Fallot.

faix (falx cerebrl) (falks) n. a
sickle-shaped fold of the dura mater
that dips inwards from the skull in
the midline, between the cerebral
hemIspheres.

familllal (fi-mil-14l) adj. describing
a condition or character that is
found in some families but not in
others. It Is oNen inherited. /- adeno-
matous polyposis see polyposis.

family planning (fam-lli) n. 1. the
use of contraception to limit or
space out the numbers of children
born to a couple. 2. provlsion of con:
{raceptive methods within a com-
munity or nation.

family therapy 5. a form of psy-
chotherapy in which all family
members are seen together in order
to clarify and modify the ways they
relate logether.

famotidine (fam-oh-tl-deen) n. an
H;-receptor antagontist (see antihis-
tamine) used for the treatment of
duodenal ulcers and conditions of
excessive gasiric acld secretion,
such as the Zollinger-Ellison syn-
drome. It Is administered by mouth
or intravenously. Trade name: Pep-
cld.

Fanconl's anaemla (fan-koh-niz)
n. an autesomal recessive disorder
characterized by severe aplastic
anaemia and an Increased predis-
position to malignancy. It also
causes mental retardation, poor
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growth, skeletal abnormalities, and
kidneys of an unusual shape or in
an unusual position. [G. Fanconi
(1692-1979), Swiss paedlatrician]

Fanconl syndromae n. a disorder
of the proximal kidney tubules,
which may be inherlted or acquired
and is most common in children. It
Is characterized by the urinary ex-
cretion of large amounts of amino
aclds. glucose, and phosphales.
Sy may includ 1
cla, rickets, muscle weakness, and
cystinosis. [G. Fanconi]

fantasy (fan-1i-si) n. a complex se-
quence of imagination in which sev-
eral imaginary elements are woven
together Into a slory. An excessive
preoccupation with one's own imag-
inings may be symplomatic ol a dil-
fculty in coplng wlith reallty.

llrad (fa-rdd) n. the Sl unit nrcn

equal to the

fat

ual development of Irreversible
breathlessness, occurs with or with-
out preceding acule attacks.

FAS n. see felal alcohol syndrome.

fascla (fash-id) n. (pl. tasclae) con-
nective tssue thal envelops organs
and tissues, forms sheaths for mus-
cles, and is found immediately be-
neath the skin.

fasciculation (fd-slk-yoo-lay-shon)
n. brlef spontaneous contraction of
afew muscle fibres, which is seen as
a flicker of movement under the
skin. It is most often associated with
dlsease of the lower molor neurones
(e.g. motor neurone disease).

fascliculus (fascicle) (fisik-yoo-
1is) n. a bundle, e.g. of nerve or mus-
cle fibres.

fasclitls (fash-i-I1is) n. Inflamma-
tion of fascla. It may result from bac-
terial infection or from a rheumatic
di such as Reiter's syndrome

of a capacltor between the plates of
which a potential difference of 1 volt
appears when il is charged with 1
coulomb of electricity. Symbol: F.

faradism (fa-ri-dizm) n. the use of
Induced rapidly alternating electric
currents to stimulate nerve and
muscle aclivity. See also eleciro-
therapy.

farcy (far-si) n. see glanders.

or ankylosing spondylitis. See
necrotizing fasciitis, plantar (fascl-
itls).

Fasclola (fas-i-oh-13) n. a genus of
flukes. F. hepatica the liver Nuke,
which normally lives as a parasile
ol sheep and olher herblvorous ani-
mals but sometimes Infects humans
(see l‘ascmllas]s) .

liasls (fas-l-oh-ly-d-sls) n. an

farinaceous (fa-ri-nay-shis) adj.
starchy; describing foods rich in
starch (e.g. flour, bread, cereals) or
diets based on these foods

farmer’s lung (far-merz) 2. an oc-
cupalional lung disease caused by
allergy lo fungal spores thal grow
In inadequately drled stored hay,
straw, or grain, which then becomes
mouldy. An acute reversible form
can develop a few hours after expo-
sure; a chronic form, with the grad-

infestation of the bile ducts and
ilver with the liver fluke, Fasciola
hepatica. Symptoms include fever,
dyspepsia, vomiting, loss of ap-
petite, abdominal pain, and cough-
ing; the liver may also be cxten-
sively damaged.

fastigium (fas-t)-lim) n. the high-
est point of a fever.

fat (neutral fat) (fat) n. a sub-
stance that conslsts chielly of
triglycerides and is the principal
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form in which energy is stored by
the body (see adipose tissue). It also
serves as an Insulaling material be-
neath the skin and around certaln
organs. See also brown fat, latly
acld, lipid.

fatal famllial Insomnia (fay-t'l)
n. an autosomal domInant disorder
due to a mutation in the gene for the
prion protein (PrP): It is an exam-
ple of a spongiform encephalopathy.
Patlents present with Intractable
progressive insomnia, disturbances
of the autonomic nervous system,
and eventually dementia.

fatigue (fi-teeg) n. 1. mental or
physical tlredness, following pro-
longed or intense aclivity. Muscle
fatigue may be due to the waste
products of metabolism accumulat-
ing in the muscles faster than they
can be removed by the venous
blood. 2. the Inabllity of an organ-
ism, an organ, or a (Issue to glve a
normal response to a stimulus untll
a cerlain recovery period has

elapsed.

fatty aclid (fat-1) n. an organlcactd
such as oleic acid or stearic acld.
Falty aclds are the fundamental
constltuents of many Important
lipids, including triglycerides. Some
falty acids can be synthesized by the
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pharynx. It is surrounded by the
glossopalatine arch (which forms
the anterlor plllars of the fauces)
and the pharyngopalatine arch (lhe
posierior pillars).

favism (fay-vizm) n. an inherited
defect in the enzyme glucose-6-phos-
phate dehydrogenase causing the
red blood cells (o become sensitive
to a chemlcal in broad beans. It re-
sults In destruction of red blood
cells (haemolysis), which may lead
to severe anaemia. requliring blood
transfusion. Favism occurs in parts
of the MedlIterranean and Iran. See
also glucose-6-phosphate dehydro-
genase deflciency.

favus (fay-vis) n. a type of ring-
worm of the scalp, caused by the
fungus Trichophyton schoenleinii.
Favus, which is rare In Europe, is
typified by yellow crusts forming
honeycomb-like masses.

FBC n. see (full) blood count.

FBS n. see (fasting) blood sugar.

fear (feer) n. an emotlonal state
evoked by threat of danger. It Is usu-
ally characterized by unpleasant
subjective experiences: physiologi:
cal changes, such as increased heart
rate and sweating; and behavioural
changes, such as avoidance of fear-

pr objects or situations. Ser

body: others (see essential falty acid)
must be obtained from the dlet. See
aliso fat.

fatty degeneration n. deteriora-
tion in the health of a tissue due to
the deposition of abnormally large
amounts of fat in {19 cells. It may be
caused by Incorrect dlet, excessive
aleohol consumplion, or a shortage
ol oxygen in the tissues.

fauces (faw-seez) n. the opening
leading from the mouth inlo the

also phobia.

Fear Questionnaire (FQ) n.a 16
item questlonnaire used to assess
anxiety utilizing a Likert scale. It
can be self-administered.

febricula (fi-brik-yoo-13) n. a fever
of low intensity or short duration,

febrifuge (feb-ri-few)) n. a trent
ment or drug thal reduces or pre
vents fever. See antipyretlc.

febrile (fee-bryl) ad). relating to or
affecled with fever.
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feedback (feed-bak) n. the cou-
pling of the output of a process (o
the input. Feedback mechanisms
are important in regulating many
physiological processes; for exam-
ple, hormone outpul and enzyme-
medialed reaclions. negative f. a
mechanism in which high levels of a
substance (e.g. a circulating hor-
mone) inhibit a further increase in
its production (e.g. by reducing pro-
duction of lis releasing factors). pos-
{tive f. a mechanism in which a rise
in the output of a substance Is asso-
clated with an Increase in the out-
put of another substance.

Fehling's test (fay-lingz) n. a test
used far detecting the presence of
sugar In urine; it has now been re-
placed by better and easier methods.
(H. von Fehling (1812-85), German
chemist]

Felty’s syndrome (fel-tiz) n. en-
Inrgemem of l.he spleen (see hyper-

d wi

rheuma-
told anhrms characlerized by a
decrease in the numbers of while
blood cells and frequent infections.
{A. R. Felly (1895-1964), US physi-
cian)

feminization (fem-I-ny-zay-shdn)
n. the development of female sec-
ondary sexual characteristics (en-
lnrgement of the breasts, lass of fa-
clal hair, and fat beneath the skin)
In the male, cither as a result of an
endocrine disorder or of hormone
therapy.

femoral (fem-er-al) adj. of or relat-
1ug to the thigh or to the femur. f.
nrtery an artery arising from the ex-
termal Ulac artery. It runs down the
front medial aspect of the thigh,
pussing into the back of the thigh
iwo-thirds of the way down. f. epi-

fenestration

physis the growth area of the upper
end of the femur; partial dislocation
leads to deformity of the head of the
bone and premature degeneration
of the hip joinL. /. neck the narrowed
end of the femur, which carries the
head: the commonest site of fracture
of the leg in elderly women. . nerve
the nerve that supplies the quadri-
ceps muscle at the front of the thigh
and recelves sensalion from the
front and Inner sides of the thigh. /.
triangle (Scarpa’s triangle) a trian-
gular depression on the inner side of
the thigh bounded by the sartorlus
and adductor longus muscles and
the inguinal ligament. The pulse
can be felt here as the femoral
artery lies over the depression.

femur (thigh bone) (fee-mer)n. a
long bone between the hip and the
knee. The head of the femur articu-
lates with the acetabulum of the hip
bone; the lower end articulates with
the tibla.

fenbuten (fen-bew-én) n. an anti-
Inflammatory drug (see NSAID)
used to relieve Inflammation and
the resulting pain and stiffness. It
Is administered by mouth. Trade
name: Lederfen.

fenestra (N-nes-u3) n. (in anatomy)
an opening resembling a window. f.
ovafis (f. vestibull) the opening be-
{ween the middle ear and the
vestlbule of Lhe inner ear. /. rotunda
{/. cachleae) the opening between the
scala tympani of the cochlea and the
middle ear.

fenestration (fen-i-stray-shén)n a
surglcal operation in which a new
opening is formed in the bony
labyrinth of the inner ear as part of
the treatment of deamess due to olo-
sclerosls. It is now rarely per-



fenofibrate

formed, having been superseded by
slapedectomy.

fenofibrate (fen-oh-fy-brayt) n. a
drug used for treating hyperlipi-
daemla (see fibrate). It is adminis-
tered by mouth. Trade names: Lip-
antril, Suprallp.

fenoprofen (fen-oh-proh-fén) n. an
analgesic drug that also reduces in-
flammaltion (see NSAID) and is ad-
minlstered by mouth to (reat
arthritic conditlons. Trade name:
Fenopron.

fermentation (fer-uen-tay-shén)
n. the biochemlcal process by which
organic substances, particularly
carbohydrates, are decomposed by
the action of enzymes to provide
chemical energy, as in the produc-
tion of alcohol.

ferning (fern-ing) n. a test to deler-
mine if the amniotic membrane sur-
rounding the fetus has ruptured in
{ate pregnancy. A typlcal pattern of
amniotic fluid crystallization oc-
curs when the amniotic fluid dries.

forrl- (ferro-) prefix denoting lron.

fervous sulphate (fe-ris) n. an
iron salt administered by mouth to
trealt or prevent iron-deficlency
anaemia. Similar preparations used
to treat anaemia include ferrous fu-
marate and ferrous succinate.

fertility rate (fer-til-it}) n. the num-
ber of live births occurring In a year
per 1000 women of child-bearing age
(usually 15 to 44 years of age).

fertlilzation (fer-tl-ly-zay-shdn) n.
the fusion of a spermatozoon and an
ovum (o form a zygote.

FES88 n. see funclional endoscopic
sinus surgery.

fester (fes-ter) vh. (of superficial
wounds) to become inflamed, with
the formation of pus.
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festinatlon (fes-ti-nay-shén) n. the
short tottering steps that character-
ize the gait of a patient with parkin-
sonism.

fetal alcohol syndrome (FAS)
(fee-t']) n. head and facial abnor-
malilies and possibly mental retar-
datlon in a fetus due to intrauterine
growth retardatlon caused by ma-
lernal over-consumption of alcohol
during pregnancy.

feticlde (fee-tl-syd) n. the destruc-
tlon of a fetus in the uterus; for ex-
ample by injection of a lethal sub-
stance inlo the fetal heart to achleve
a late-stage termination of preg-
nancy.

fetishism (fel-l-shizm) 5. sexual at-
traction to an inapproprlate object
(known as a fetish). This may be a
part of the body, clothing, or other
objects (e.g. leather handbags or
rubber sheets), Treatment can in-
volve psychotherapy or behaviour
therapy. See also sexual deviation.

feto- prefix denoting a fetus.

fetor (foetor) (fee-ter) n. an un:
pleasant smell. /. oris bad breath (se¢
halltosis).

fetoscopy (fi-tos-kopl) . inspec:
Uon of the fetus before birth by pass-
ing a special fibreoptic Instrument
(a fetoscope) through the abdomen
of a pregnani woman into her
uterus. Usually performed in the
18th-20th week of gestatlon, it al-
lows the Inspection of the fetus for
vislble abnormalities and blood
sampling by Inserting a hollow nee-
dle under direct vislon into a pla-
cenlal blood vessel. See prenatal di-
agnosis.

fotua (foetus) (fee-lis) 7. a mam-
malian embryo during the later
stages of development within the
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uterus; in humans it is an unborn
child from its eighth week of devel-
opment. f. papyraceous a twin felus
(hat has died in the uterus and be-
come flattened and mummified.
—fetal ad)j.

FEV n. see forced expiratory volume.

fever (pyrexia) (fee-ver) n. a rise
in body temperature above the nor-
mal, i.e. above an oral temperalure
of 98.6°F (37°C) or a rectal tempera-
ture of 99-F (37.2°C), usually caused
by bacterial or viral infection. Fever
Is generally accompanled by shiv-
ering, headache, nausea, constipa-
tlon, or dlarrhoea. intermittent f. a
periodic rise and fall in body tem-
perature, as in malarla. remittent f.
a fever in which body temperaiure
fluctuates but does not return to
normal. See also relapsing fever.

PPP n. fresh frozen plasma.

fibr- (fibro-) prefix denoting fibres
or fibrous tissue.

fibrate (fy-brayl) n. any of a class of
drugs that are capable of reducing
concentrations of triglycerides and
low-density lipoproteins in the
blood; they also tend to raise the lev-
els of the benelicial hlgh-density
lipoproteins. Fibrates are used for
treating hyperlipidaemia. See beza-
Nbrate, ciprofibrate, fenofibrate,
gemfibrozil.

flbre (fy-ber) n. 1. (in anatomy) a
threadlike structure, such as a mus-
cle cell, a nerve (ibre, or a collagen
fibre. 2. (in dietctlcs) see dletary
fibre. —fAibrous (fy-bris) ad).

fibre optics n. the use of fibres for
the transmisslon of light images.
Synthetic fibres with speclal optical
properties can be used in Instru-
ments to relay pictures of the Inslde
of the body for direct observatlon

fibrinogen

or photography. See [ibrescope.
—fibreoptic adj.

fibrescope (fy-ber-skohp) n. an
endoscope thal uses fibre optlcs for
the ransmission of images from the
interior of the body. Belng flexible,
fibrescopes can be introduced into
relatively Inaccessible cavities of
the body.

fibril (fy-bril) n. a very small fibre or
a constltuent thread of a fibre. —fib-
rillar, fibrillary odj.

fibrillation (fy-bril-ay-shon) n. a
rapid and chaotic beating of the
many individual muscle fibres of
the heart, which Is consequently un-
able to maintain effectlve synchro-
nous contraction. The affected part
of the heart then ceases to pump
blood. atrial f. (AF) a common type
of arrhythmia that results in rapid
and Irregular heart and pulse rates.
The maln causes are atherosclero-
sis, chronic rheumatlc heart dis-
ease, and hypertensive heart dis-
ease. venfricular f. (VF) librlllation
thal causes the heari to stop beating
(see cardiac arrest). It Is most com-
monly the result of myocardial in-
farctlon.

fibrin (fib-rin) n. the final product of
the process of blood coagulation,
produced by the actlon of the en-
zyme thrombin on a soluble precur-
sor fibrinogen. Fibrin molecules
link together to give a fibrous mesh-
work that forms the basis of a blood
clot.

fibrinogen (N-brin-6-j¢n) n. a sub-
slance (see coagulation factors),
present in blood plasma, that is
acted upon by the enzyme thrombin
to produce the Insoluble protein fib-
rin in the final stage of blood coagu.
lation.
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fibrinotysin (fib-ri-nol-i-sin) a. see
plasmin.

fibrinolysis (fib-ri-nol-i-sis) a. the
process by which blood clots are re-
moved from the circulation, involv-
ing digestion of the insoluble pro-
tein fibrin by the enzyme plasmin.

fibrinolytlc (fib-rin-6-1tt-ik) adj. de-
scribing a group of drugs that are
capable of breaking down the pro-
tein flbrin, which Is the main con-
stituent of blood clots, and are there-
fore used 1o disperse blood clots
(thrombi) that have formed within
the circulation. They include strep-
tokinase, alleplase, and reteplase
(Rapllysin).

filbroadenoma ({y-broh-ad-in-oh-
ma) n. see adenoma.

flbroblast (fy-broh-blast) n. a
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growth of the yellow (elnstic) fibres
in connective tissue. endocardial f.
overgrowth and thickening of the
wall of the heart’s left ventricle.

fibroid (fy-broid) 1. (fibromyoma,
uterine fibrold) n. a benign tu-
mour of flbrous and muscular tis-
sue, one or more of which may de-
velop in the muscular wall of the
uterus. Fibroids often cause pain
and excessive menstrual bleeding:
1n some cases they can be removed
surgically. 2. adj. resembling or
containing fibres.

fibroma (fy-broh-md) n. (pl. fibro-
mas or filbromata) a nonmalignant
tumour of connective tissue.

fibromyalgla ({y-broh-my-al-jid) n.
a disorder characterized by pain in
the fbrous lissue components of

widely distributed cell in fve
tissue that is responsible for the pro-
duction of both the ground sub-
stance and the precursors of colla-
gen, elastic fibres, and reticular
fibres.

fibrocartilage (fy-broh-kar-ti-lj)
n. atough kind of cartilage in which
there arc dense bundles of fibres in
the mairix.

fibrochondritis ({y-broh-kon-dry-
tis) n. an inflammation of fibrocar-
tilage.

fibrocyst (fy-broh-sist) n. a benlgn
{umour of fibrous connective tIssue
conlaining cystic spaces. —fibro-
eystic (fy-broh-sis-11k) adj.

fibrocyetic disease of the pan-
creas n. see cyslic fibrosls.

fibrocyte (fy-broh-syt) n. an Inac-
live cell present In fully differenti-
ated conneclive tissue. It Is derived
from a fibroblast.

fibroelastosis (fy-broh-ee-las-loh-
sis) n. overgrowth or disturbed

les without any infl ion
(compare flbromyositis). Wide-
spread aching and stiffness are ac-
companied by extreme fatigue and
often associated with headache and
varlous other symptoms. Fibro-
myalgia is requently triggered by
anxlety, stress, sleep deprivation,
and siraining or overuse of muscles;
It appears to be closely related 1o
FS/ME.

fibromyoma (fy-broh-my-oh-ma) n.
see fibroid.

fibromyositis (fy-broh-my-oh-sy-
tIs) n. general inflammation of f1-
bromuscular tissue.

fibropiasla (fy-broh-play-zii) . the
production of fibrous tissue, occur
ring normally during the healing of
wounds. See also retrolental fibro
plasia.

fibrosarcoma (fy-broh-sar-koh
ma) n. a mallgnant tumour of con
nective tissue, derlved from libro
blasls. Flbrosarcomas may arise in
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soft tissue or bone; they can affect
any organ but are most common in
the limbs, particularly the leg.
fibrosis (fy-broh-sis) n. thickening
and scarring of connectlive tissue,
most oflen a consequence of inflam-

finasteride

common in the troplcs and subtrop-
ics, caused by the presence in the
Iymph vessels of the fllariae
Wuchereria bancrofti and Brugia
malayi. The lymph vessels eventu-
ally become blocked. causing the

mation or injury. y inter-
stitial f. thickening and stiffening of
the lining of the alveoli causing pro-
gressive breathlessness. See also
cystlc fibrosis, retroperitoneal fi-

lllmullll (fy-brd-sy-tis) n. inflam-

malion of fibrous conneclive tissue,

Ily an acute infl ionof
back muscles and their sheaths,
causing pain and stUfness.

fibula (f1b-yoo-13) n. the long thin
outer bone of the lower leg. The
head of the fibula articulates with
the tibia just below the knec; the
lower end projecis laterally and ar-
ticulates with one slde of the talus.

field of vislon (feeld) n. see visual
feld.

FIGO staging n. a classlfication
drawn up by the International Fed-
eration of Gynaecology and Obstet-
rics to define the extent of spread of
cancers of the ovary, uterus, and
cervix.

filament (fll-d-mént) A. a very fine
threadlike structure, such as a
chain of bacterial cells. —filamen-
tous (fil-A-ment-us) adJ.

flaria (Nl-alr-13) n. (p/. Alarine) any
of the long threadlike nematode
worms that, as adults, are parasites
ofthe connective and lymphatle tls-
suies of humans and capable of caus-
Ing disease. They include the gen-
ora Brugia, Loa, Onchocerca, dhd
Wuchereria. See also microfilaria.

filarial ad).

filariasis (fil-cr-I-4-sis) n. a disease,

surr g tissues lo swell (see el-
ephantiasis).

fiiform (f1l-i-form) adj. shaped like
a thread. f. papillae threadlike papil-
lae on the tongue.

filipuncture (il-|- punk-cher) n. the
Insertion of a fine wire thread into
an aneurysm In order to cause clot-
ting of the blood within i,

filling (fil-ing) n. (In dentistry) the
operatlon of inserting a specially
prepared substance Into a cavily
drilled in a tooth, often in the treal-
ment of dental caries.

fiitration (fil-tray-shdn) n. the pas-
sage of a liquld through a porous fll-
ter in order to separate the sollds or
suspended particles within it.

fllum (fy-lim) 2. a threadlike struc-
tdre. f. terminale the slender taper-
ing terminal section of the spinal
cord.

fimbria (fim-brii) n. (pl. Ambriae)
a fringe or fringelike process, such
as any of the fnger-llke projections
that surround the opening of the
ovarian end of the Fallopian tube.
—fimbrial (fim-bri-il) adj.

fimbrial cyst n. a simple cyst of
the fimbria of the Falloplan tube.

finasteride (fin-ass-&1yd) n. a
drug that causes shrinkage of the
prostate gland. It is adminlstered by
mouth both {o relleve the symptoms
of urinary retention caused by an
enlarged gland obstructing the oul-
flow of urine from the bladder and
to reduce the risk of urinary reten-
tion. Trade name: Proscar.



fingerprint

fingerprint (fing-er-print) n. the
distinctive patiern of minute ridges
in the ouler horny layer of the skin.
Every Individual has a unique pat-
tern of loops, whorls, or arches. See
also dermaloglyphics.

first ald (ferst) n. procedures used
In an emergency to help a wounded
or |1l patient before the arrival of a
doctor or admlsslon to hospltal.

first Intention a. see intentlon.

first-level nurse n. a person who
has completed a programme of nurs-
ing education that includes the
sludy of life and nursing sciences,
clinical experience for effective
practice and direction of nursing
care, and preparatlion for a leader-
ship role. A first-level nurse is re-
sponsible for planning, providing,
and evaluating nursing care in all
settings for the promotion of health,
prevention of lllness, and care and
rehabilitation of the sick, and also
for supervising sludents during
their practice experiences. See
nurse.

fission (Ash-0n) . a method of asex-
ual reproduction in which the body
of a protozoan or bacterium splits
Into two equal paris (binaryf.), as kn
the amoebae, or more than two
equal parts (muitiple f).

fissure (fish-er) n. 1. (in anatomy)
a groove or cleft. 2. (In pathology) a
cleftlike defect in the skin or mu-
cous membrane caused by some dis-
ease process. anal f. a break in the
skin lining the anal canal, usually
as a consequence of constipalion,
causing pain durlng bowel move-
ments and sometimes bleeding. 3.
(in demiistry) a naturally occurring
groove in the enamel on the surface
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of a tooth, especlally a molar. It Isn
common site of dental carles.

fistula (f1ss-tew-13) n. (pl. fAistulae)
an abnormal communication be-
{ween two hollow organs or between
a hollow organ and the exterior.
Many fistulae are caused by infec:
tion or Injury, but there are a num-
ber of other causes. anal f. an open
ing between the anal canal and the
surface of the skin that may develop
after an abscess In the rectum has
burst (see ischiorectal abscess). ar-
terlovenous /. a surgical connection
belween an arlery and a vein, usu-
ally in a limb, to creale arterial and
venous access for haemodialysis.
biliary f. a fistula that may develop
as a complication of gall bladder
surgery. gastrocolic f. a [istula be-
tween the colon and the stomach
that may result from mallgnan
growth or ulceration. recfovaginal
/. an opening between the rectum
and vaglna that occurs as a congen-
ital abnormality. vesicovaginal f. an
opening between the bladder and
the vagina causing urlnary Incontl
nence. It may result from damage
during surgery, radlation damage
following radiotherapy for pelvie

1 y, or prol d ob

structed labour.

it (fit) 2. a sudden attack. The term
is commonly used speclfically for
the selzures of epilepsy but It is also
used more generally, e.g. a fit of
coughing.

fixation (flks-ay-shén) 2. 1. (in psy
choanalysis) a fallure of psycholog
ical development, in which (rau
matlc events prevent a child from
progressing 1o the next develop
mental slage. See also psychosexual
development. 2. a procedure for the
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hardening and preservatlon of tis-
sues or microorganisms to be ex-
amined under a microscope.

finator (flks-ay-ler) 2. an apparatus
used to immobilize a fracture. ex-
ternal f. a rigid frame that connects
pins passed through the skin into
the bone above and below a Mracture.
It is used partlcularly to treat some
open fraclures and also for limb
lengthening.

flaccid (flak-sid) adj. 1. Nlabby and
lacking in firmness. 2. character-
{zed by a decrease in muscle tone
(e.g.S. paralysis). —Raccldity (lak-
sid-Ith) n.

fiageliate (flaj-él-ayt) n. a type of
protozoan with one or more fagella
projecting from its body surface, by
means of which it is able to swim.
Some flagellates are parnsiles of hu-
mans. See try Lelsh-

nal site when it has healed into the
new one.

flare (Mlair) n. 1. reddening of the
skin that spreads outwards from a
focus of infectlon or irrilation in the
skin. 2. the red area surrounding
an uriicarial weal.

flashback (flash-bak) n. vivid in-
voluntary reliving of the perceplual
abnormalities experienced duringa
previous episode of drug intoxica-
tion, including hallucinations and
derealization.

flat-foot (Mlat-fuut) n. absence of the
arching of the foot, so that (he sole
lies fiat upon the ground. It may be
present in Infancy or be acquired
in adull life. Medical name: pes
planus.

flatulence (flat-yoo-1éns) a. 1. the
expulslon of gas or alr from the

mania, giardiasls, Trichomonas.

flagellum (f14-jel-am) n. (pl. fla-
gelia) a fine long whiplike thread
attached to certain types of cell (e.g.
aper and Nagell ). Fla.
kella are responsible for the move-
ment of the organisms lo which they
are altached.

fiall chest (flayl) n. instability ofa
seyment of the ribcage due to frac-
{ure of two or more rlbs in two or
more places, resulting from trauma.
It is often assoclated with underly-
Ing lung trauma or pneumothorax.

flap (flap) n. (in surgery) a sirip of
{insue dissected away from the un-
dorlylng structures but left attached
atone end so that it retains its blood
und nerve supply In a pedicle. The
flap is then used to repalr a defect in
another part of the body or lo cover
thie end of a bone in an amputated
ftmb. It is detached from its origi-

h through the mouth; belch-
ing. 2. a sensalion of abdominal dis-
lenslon. —flatulent adj.

flatus (flay-tis) 2. inlestinal gas,

d partly of 1l d alr
and partly of gas produced by bac-
terial fermentation of intestinal con-
tents.

flatworm (plstyhelminth) (lat-
werm) n. any of the fat-bodied
worms, including the flukes and
tapeworms. Both these groups con-
tain many parasites of medical im-

portance.

ﬂlv- (flavo-) prefix denoting yel-
low.

flea (flee) n. a small wingless blood-
sucking insect with a laterally com-
pressed body and long legs adapted
for jumping. Adult fleas are tempo-
ruty parasiles on birds and mam-
mals and those specles thal attack
humans (Pulex, Xenopsylia, and
Nosopsyllus) may be important in




flecalnide

the transmission of various dis-
eases. Their biles may become a
focus of infection.
flecainide (flek-ay-nyd) . a drug
used (o control Irregular heart
rhythms. It is adminlstered by
mouth or Injection. Trade name:
Tambocor.
flexibllitas cerea (flcks-i -bll-1- lﬂs
seer-id) n. a feature of
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bleeding from the uterus, as in men-
orrhagia or miscarriage. 2. (implo-
slon) (in psychology) a method of
trealing phobias in which Lhe pa-
tlent is exposed intlensively and al
length Lo the feared object, elther in
realily or fantasy.

floppy baby syndrome (Nop-i)
n. see amyotonta congenlta.

fl (floh ter) n. an in-

tients in which the limbs may bc
moved passively by another person
into positions that are then retained
for hours on end. See catatonia.

flexion (flek-shon) n. the bending
of a joint so that the bones forming
1t are brought towards each other.
plantar f. the bending of the toes (or
fingers) downwards, towards the
sole (or palm). See also dorsiflexion.

Flexner’s baclllus (fleks-nerz) n.
the baclerium Shigella flexneri,
which causes a form of bacillary
dysentery. [S. Flexner (1863-1946),
US pathologist)

flexor (fleks-er) . any muscle that
causes bending of a limb or other

part.

flexure (flek-sher) n. a bend in an
organ or part, such as lhe hepatic
and splenic flexures of the colon.

floaters (floh-terz) pl. n. opacities
in the vitreous humour of the eye,
which cast a shadow on the rellna
and are therefore seen as dark
shapes against a bright background
in good Ulumination.

flocclllation (flok-si-lay-shdn) n.
see carphology.

flocculatlon (flok-yoo-lay-shon) n.
areaction Iin which normally invis-
ible materlal leaves solution to form
a coarse suspension or precipitate.
See also agglutination.

flooding (flud-ing) n. 1. excessive

strument for measuring the ow of
a liquid or gas. laser Doppler f. an
instrument for measuring blood
flow through tissue (e.g. skin) utl-
lizing a laser beam.

flucloxaclilin (floo-kloks-a-sil-in)
n. a semisynthetic penicillin, read-
lly absorbed when taken by mouth,
which is eflective against bacterin
that produce peniclllinase. Trade
name: Floxa,

fluconazole (floo-kon-i-zohl) n. nn
antifungal drug used to treat cand|
dosis In any part of the body. exter
nally or internally. It is adminis
tered by mouth. Trade name
DHlucan.

fluctuation (fluk-1ew-ay-shén) n
the characteristic feeling of a wave
motion produced in a fluid-filled
part of the body by an examiner's
fingers. If Muctuation is presemt
when a swelling is examined. this
is an indication that there is fluid
within.

flucytosine (floo-sy-ioh-seen) n. an
antifungal drug that Is effeclive
against systemlc infections, includ
ing cryptococeosis and candidosin
It is administered by mouth or infu
sion. .

fludrocortisone (floo-droh-kor-tir
ohn) n. a synthetic mineralocorly
coid (see corticosteroid) adminis
tered by mouth to treat disorders of
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the adrenal glands. Trade name:
Florinef.

fluke (flook) n. any of the parasitic
flatworms that belong lo the group
Trematoda. Adult flukes are para-
slles of humans, occurring in the
liver (Fasciola), lungs (see paragonl-
miasis), gut (see heterophylasis),
and blood vessels (Schistosoma) and
often cause serious disease.

flumazenl! (floo-maz-i-nl)n. a ben-
zodlazepine antagonist drug, used
in anaesthesia to reverse the effects
of benzodiazepines on the nervous
system. It is administered by injec-
\fon. Trade name: Anexats.

fluniscllde (floo-nls-oh-lyd) n. an
antl-inflammatory corticosteroid
drug used in the prevention and
treatment ol hay fever. It Is admin-
fstered as a nasal spray. Trade
name: Syntaris.

flunitrazepam (floo-nl-traz-&-pam)
. a benzodiazepine drug used for
the short-lerm treatment of insom-
nla. It s administered by mouth.
‘I'rade name: Rohypnol.

fluocinonide (floo-6-skn-oh-nyd) n.
a synthetic corticosterold used top-
irally to reduce inflammation. It Is
upplled to the skin as a cream, gel,
nintment, or solutlon. Trade name:
Metosyn.

fuorescein sodium (floo-er-ess-i-
In) n. a waler-soluble orange dye
that glows with a brilliant green col-
our when blue light Is shoneon (€. A
dilute solutlon Is used (o detect de-
Ierta In the surface of the cornea,
since it stalns areas where the epi-
thelium is not intacl. See angiogra-

hy.

J- (Noo-er: éns) n.
ihe emission of light by a material
it nbsorbs radiation from outside.

fluerouracil

‘The radiatlon absorbed may be vis-
ible or Invisible (e.g. ultraviolei rays
or X-rays). See fluoroscope. —fuo-
rescent adj.

fluoridation (floo-er-id-ay-shon) #.
the addition of uoride to drinking
waler In order to reduce denlal
carles. Drinking water with a Nuo-
rlde ion content of one part per mll-
lion is effective in reducing carles
throughout life when given during
the years of looth development. See
also fluorosis.

fluoride (floo-cryd) n. a compound
of fluorine. The incorporatlon of-
Nuoride ions in the enamel of tecth
makes them more resisiant to den-
tal carles. Fluoride may be applied
through Nuoridatlon or topically in
loothpaste or by a dentisl.

fldoroscope (floo-er-6-skohp) n.
historically, an instrument by
which X.rays were projected
through a patient onto a fluorescent
screen enabling the resultant image
(0 be viewed directly by the radlolo-
glst. However, as this resulled in
high radiation doses for the radiol-
oglst, for diagnostic purposes the
screen has been replaced by an
image intensifier and TV monltor.
—fluoroscopy (floo-er-0s-ko-pl) n.

fluorosis (floo-er-oh-sis) n. the
effects of high fluorlde intake, When
the level of fluoride in the water sup-
ply Is above 2 parts per million the
enamel of teeth becomes moitled. At
above 8 parts per milllon, calcifica-
tion of ligaments occurs. See also
Nuoridation.

fluorouracll (floo-er-oh-yoor-i-sil)
n. a drug that prevents cell growth
(see antimetabolite) and is used in
the treatment of cancers of the di-
gestive system and breasl; It is



usually administered by injeclion.
Fluorouracil is also applied as a
cream to treat certain skin condi-
tions, including skin cancer.

fluoxetine (floo-oks-i-teen) n. an
antidepressant drug that acts by
prolonging the action of the neuro-
transmitter serotonin (5-hydroxy-
tryptamine) in the brain (see SSRI).
It is administered by mouth. Trade
name: Prozac.

flupentixol (flupenthixol) (floo-
pen-tiks-ol) n. an antipsychotic drug
used o treat schizophrenia and
other psych . [t Is administered
by mouth and by injection. Trade
names: Depixol, Fluanxol.

fluphenazine (floo-fen-d-zeen)n. a
phenothiazine antipsycholic drug
used for the treatment of schizo-
phrenia and other psychotic disor-
ders. It is administered by mouth or
injection. Trade names: Modecate,
Moditen.

flurazepam (floor-az-é-pam) n. a
b di ine drug administered
by mouth to treat insomnla and
sleep disturbances (see hypnotlc).
Trade name: Dalmane.

flurblprofen (Qer-blp-roh-fen) n. an
analgesic that relieves inflamma-
tion (see NSAID), used In the treat-
ment of rheumatoid arthritis and
osteoarthrltls and (o prevent con-
traction of the pupll during eye
surgery. Trade names: Froben,
Ocufen.

fiutamide (Noo-ti-myd) . an anti-
androgen commonly used in the
treatment of prostale cancer, some-
(Imes alone or in combination with
LHRH analogues. It is laken by
mouth.

flutter (flut-er) n. a disturbance of
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normal heart rhythm, less rapid and
less chaotic than fibrillation.

fluvastatin (floo-vas-ta-tin) n. a
drug used 1o reduce abnormally
high levels of choleslerol and other
lipids In the blood (see stalin). It Is
taken by mouth. Trade name: Les-
col.

fluvoxamine (floo-voks-&-meen) n.
an antldepressant drug that acts by
prolonging the action of the neuro
transmitter serotonin (5-hydroxy
tryptamine) in the brain (see SSRI)
It Is taken by mouth. Trade name
Faverin.

flux (fluks) n. an abnormally copt
ous flow from an organ or cavily.

fly (Ny) n. a two-winged insect be
longing to the order Diptera. The
mouthparts of flies are adapted fo
sucking and sometimes also for
plercing and biting. Fly larvae (may
gols) may infest human tissues and
cause disease (see myiasis).

focal distance (foh-kal) a. (of the
eye) the distance between the lena
and the point behind the lens al
which light from a distant object s
focused.

focus (foh-kis) 1. n. the point o
which rays of light converge aftet
passing through a lens. 2. n. the
principal site of an Infection o
other dlsease. 3. vb. (in ophthal
mology) (0 accommodate (see i
commeodation).

foetus (fee-1is) n. see fetus.

folic acld (pteroylglutamic
ackd) (foh-lik) n. a B vitamin that ir
important In the synthesis of nu
clelc aclds. The metabolic role of
folic acid Is Interdependent with
that of vitamin B); (both are rr
quired by raptdly dividing cells) a
adeficiency of one may lead to def)
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Ject so that it can be held firm or
pulled. Speclally designed forceps
are uscd by surgeons and dentists
In aperations (see illustration).
forebrain (for-brayn) n. the fur-
thest forward division of the brain,
conslsting of the di halon and

Forrest screening

{ainer or using it in a sealed auto-
clave.

formalin (for-méi-1in) a. a solution
containing 40% [ormaldehyde in
water, used as a sterllizing agent
and, in pathology, as a fixatlve.

for tan (for-mi-stan) n. see aro-

the two cerebral hemispheres.

foregut (for-gut) a. the front part of
the embryonic gut, which glves rlse
\o the oesophagus, stomach, and
part of the small intestine.

forenslc medicine (feren-sik)n.
the branch of medicine concerned
with the sclentific Investlgatlon of
the causes of injury and death {n un-
oxplained circumstances, particu-
lurly when criminal actlvity is sus-
wcled.

forequarter amputation (for-
kwor-ter) a. an operatlon involving
1emoval of an entlre arm, including
the scapula and clavicle. It is usu-

nlly performed for soft tissue or.

iwme sarcomas arising from ihe
upper arm or shoulder. Compare
hindquarter amputatlon. .
ftereskin (for-skin) n. see prepuce.
terewaters (for-waw-terz) n. the
amniolle fluid that escapes from the
ulerus through the vagina when
that part of the amnion lying in
front of the presenting part of the
trtux ruptures, either spontaneously
« by nmniotomy. Spontaneous rup-
fute I8 usual in labour but rupture
miny occur before labour starts (pre-
mature rupture of membranes).
lermaldehyde (for-mal-di-hyd) n.
the nlidehyde derivatlve of Jormic
4 i, formerly used as a vapour to
slerilize and disinfect rooms and
«u h ltems as matiresses and blan-
Mein The toxic vapour is produced
Iy illing formalin in an open con-

matase inhibitor.

formication (for-m}-kay-shdn)n.a
prickling sensation said to resem-
ble the feeling of ants crawling over
the skin. It Is sometimes a symptom
of drug intoxication and can also be
reporied by patients with Parkin-
son’s disease or multiple sclerosis.

formoterol (eformoterol) (for-
moh:-ter-ol) n. a sympathomimelic
drug used as a long-acting bron-
chodilator to treat asthma. For-
moterol Is formulated in powder
form for admInlstration by Inhaler.
Trade names: Foradil, Oxls Tur-
bohaler.

formula (form-yoo-13) n. 1. a rep-
resentalion of the structure of a
chemical compound using symbols
and subscript numbers for the
atoms It contains (e.g. H,O for
waler; CO; for carbon dioxide). 2, a
prescriptlon for a drug.

formulary (form-yoo-ler-1) n. a com-
pendium of formulae used in the
preparation of medicinal drugs.

fomix (for-niks) n. (pl. fornices) an
arched or vauillike struclure. /. cer-
ebri a triangular struciure of white
matter in the braln, sltuated be-
tween the hippocampus and hypo-
thalamus. f. of the vagina any of
three vaulted spaces at the top of the
vagina, around the cervix of the
uterus.

Forrest screening (forist) n. the
UK national breasl screening pro-
gramme, in which regular mam-



forward parachute reflex

mography is available for all women
between the ages of 50 and 64. It en-
ables the early dlagnosis of breast
cancer in order to improve treat-
ment and reduce mortality. [Sir P.
Forrest (1923- ), Scottlsh surgeon)

forward parachute refiex (for-
wuud) 2. a reflex action of the body
that develops by five to six months
and never disappears. If the body Is
held by the walst face down and low-
ered, the arms and legs extend au-
tomatically.

foscamet (fos-kar-net) n. an anti-
viral drug used to treat infections
caused by herpesviruses, including
cytomegaloviruses, that are resis-
(ant to aciclovir, especlally in pa-
tients with AIDS. It Is administered
by intravenous injectlon.

fossa (fos-3) n. (pl. fossae) a de-
pression or hollow. cubital f. the tri-
angular hollow at the front of the
elbow joint. illac f. the depression in
the lnner surface of the ilium. pitui-
tary /. lhe hollow in the sphenoid
bone in which the pltultary gland is
sltuated. tooth £. a pit in the enamel
on the surface of a tooth.

Fothergli's operatlon n.see Don-
ald-Fothergill operation.

fourchette (foorshet) n. a thin fold
of skin at the back of the vulva.

fovea (foh-vid) a. (in analomy) a
small depresslon, especially the
shallow pit in the retina alt the back
of the eye. It contains a large num-
ber of cones and Is therefore the
area of grealest aculty of vision. See
also macula (lutea).

FQ n. see Fear Questlonnaire.

fracture (frak-cher) n. breakage of
a bone, elther complete or incom-
plete. Treatment includes reallgn-
ment of the bone ends and Immobi-

22

lization by external splints or inter
nal lixation. cervical /. a fracture of
a vertebra in the neck, with effects
ranging from minor, requiring no
treatment, to paralysis and instant
death. Colles'f. a fracture of the dis
tal (far) end of the radlus, which s
displaced backwards and upwards
to produce a ‘dinner fork’ deformity.
Avulsion of the ulnar stylold
process usually takes place as well
comminuted f. a fracture In which
the bone is broken into more than
two pieces. greenstick f. an incom
plete break in a bone occurring In
children. impacted /. a fracture In
which the bone ends are driven into
each other. march f. a fraclure
through (he neck of the second or
third melaiarsal bone, associated
with excess walklng. open f. a frac
ture in which the overlying skin I
perforated and there Is a wound ex
tending to the fracture site. pathe
logicai {. fracture of a diseased or al
normal bone, usually resulting from
a force insufficlent to fracture a nor
mal bone. Pott’s f. a [racture of the
lower end of the fibula accompanied
by a racture of the malleolus of the
tibla. simple f. a clean break with Iit
tle damage to surrounding tissues
Smith’s f. a fracture just above the
wrist, across the dlslal (far) end of
the radius. The hand and wrist
below the fracture are dlsplaced fin
wards. See illustration.

fraenectomy (free-nek-lomi) n. s
frenectomy.

fraenum (free-niim) a. see frenuin

fraglle-X syndrome (fraj-yl-cha
n. a major genelic disorder causml
by an abnormallty In an X chromi
some. The fraglle-X syndrome is s
ond only lo Down’'s syndrome us a
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Colles’

comminuted greenstick

impacted

Types of fraclure



fragllitas

cause of mental retardatlon. [t pre-
dominantly affecls males, but about
one-third of the females with this
mutation on one of their two X chro-

are also lly re-

tarded.

fragilitas (fra-)il-i-tas) n. abnormal
britlleness or fragility. f. crinium
britteness of the hair. £ ossium brll
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venereum. [(W. S. Frei (1885-194)),
German dermatologist]

fremitus (frem-i-tiis) n. vibrations
or tremors in a part of the body, de
tected by palpation or auscultation
The term |s most commonly applicd
1o vibrations perceived through the
chest when a pallent breathes,
speaks (uomlf) or mughs

tleness of the bones (see
(Imperfecla)).

framboesia ((ram-bee-zid) n. sec
yaws.

framycetin (fra-my-see-tin) n. an
antibiotic used malinly in the form
of an ointment, cream, or eye or ear
drops to treat skin, eye, and ear in-
fections. Trade names: SBofradex,
Soframycin.

fraternal twins (fri-ter-nil) pl. n.
see (wins.

FRC n. see functlonal resldual ca-

paclty.

freckie (frek-&l) n. a small harm-
less brown spot on the skin, com-
monly seen on exposed areas of fair-
skinned people, due lo excessive
production of melanin without an
Increase in melanocytes aferf expo-
sure to sunlight. Compare lentigo.

free association (free) n. (in
psychoanalysls) a technique in
which the patlent is encouraged 1o
pursue a particular train of Ideas as
they enter hls or her consclousness.
See also association of ideas.

Freiburg's disease (fry-bergz) n.

osteochondritis affecting the head -

of the second metatarsal bone. {A.
H. Freiburg (1868-1940), US ortho-
paedic surgeon)

Frel test (fry) n. a rarely used di-
agnostlc test [or the sexually trans-
mitted disease lymphogranuloma

(free-nek- (olm) n. an operation m
remove the frenum, including the
underlying fibrous tissue.

frenulum (fren-yoo-ltun) n.
n-enum

sy
* tr 1 \

(free- num) n. 1. any ol'lhe folds vl
mucous membranc under the
tongue or between the gums and the
upper or lower lips. 2. any of sev
eral other structures of similar ap
pearance.

frequency (free-kwén-si) n. (ot
urine) the passage ol urinc more
than seven times a day. See lower
urinary tract symptoms.

Freudian (frol-di-an) adj. relating
to or describing the work and ideas
of Slgmund Freud (1856-1939): np
plied particularly to the school of
psychiatry based on his teachings
(see psychoanalysis).

friar's balsam (fry-erz) 2. a tin
ture of benzoin, balsam of Talu
storax, aloes, and various othe
plant extracts, the vapour of which
Is inhaled (o relleve bronchitis.

friction murmur (friction rub)
(frik-shdn) n. a scraiching sound
heard over the heart with the all of
the stethoscope, in palients whn
have pericarditis. [l results [roni the
two Inflamed layers of the peti
cardium rubblng together during
activity of the heart.
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Priediénder’s bacillus (freed-
len-derz) n. a Gram-negative rodlike
bacterlum, Klebdsiella pneumoniae,
that causes a form of pneumonla.
K. Friedlinder (1847-87), German
pathologist)

Friedreich's ataxia (freed-ryks)
n. see ataxia. [N. Friedreich (1025-
62), German neurologisl]

Irigldity (fri-Jid-1t}) n. lack of sexual
desire or inabllity to achleve or.
gasm, especlally in a woman.

fringe medicine ((rin)) n. see com-
plementary medlicine.

frog plaster (frog) n. a plaster of
I'arls splint used to maintain the
fegs in their correct positlon after a
congenital dislocation of the hip has
heen corrected by Ipulation.

fuchsin

frostbite (frost-byt) n. damage to
the Lissues caused by freezing. The
affected parts, usually the nose, fin- .
gers, or toes, become pale and
numb. Ice forms in the (issues,
which may thus be destroyed, nnrl

ion may b

Frostbitten skin Is highly suscep
tible to bacterial infection.

frozen shoulder (adhesive
capsulltis) (froh-zén) n. chronic
painful stiffness of the shoulder
joint. This may follow injury, a
stroke, or myocardial infarction or
may gradually develop for no ap-
parenl reason. See also capsulltis.

frozen watchfulness n. the stale
of a child who Is unresponslve (o lts
surr i but Is clearly aware

Prohlich’s syndrome (frer-liks)
n. a disorder of the hypothalamus
affecting males: Lhe boy is over-
weight wilh sexual development ab-
sont and disturbances of sleep and

appetile. Medical name: dystrophla *

adiposogenitalle. [A. Frohlich
(1871-1953). Austrian neurologist]

Proin's syndrome (frwahnz) n. a
rondltion in which the cemhrospl
nal fluid (CSF) displ

of them. Frozen walchfulness is usu-
ally a marker of child abuse.
fructose (fruk-tohz) n. a simple
sugar found in honey and in such
fruit as figs. Fructose is one of the
two sugars In sucrose.
fructosuria (levulosuria) (fruk-
tohz-yoor-14) . the presence of fruc-
tose (levulose) in the urine.
frusemide (frus-é-myd) n. see

tlon of yellow colour and high pro-
trin content. It is characteristic of a
block to the splnal circulation of
('SF caused by a tumour. (G. Froin
(1874-1932), French physiclan]

frontal (frun-1'l) adj. 1. of or relal-
Ing to the forehead. f. bone the bone
mrming the forehead and the upper
parts of Lthe orbits. f. sinuses see
paranasal sinuses. 2. denoting the
anterior part of a body or orfan. f.
iobe the anterior part of cach cer-
ohral hemisphere, extending as far
bark as the deep central sulcus of
Its upper and ouler surface.

nar

F8H n. see follicle-stimulating hor-
mone.

FTT 7. see failure to thrive.

Fuchs' endothellal dystrophy
{fooks) n. a hereditary condition in
which the endothelium of the
cornea fails to function with age; it
results in thickenlng and swelling
of the cornea and hence reduced vi-
sion. [E. Fuchs (1851-1913), German
ophthalmologist]

fuchsin (magenta) (fook-sin) n.
any one of a group of reddlish (o pur-
plish dyes used in slaining bacteria
for microscopic observation and ca-



fuge

pable of killing various disease-
causing microarganisms.
-fuge syfix denoting an agent that
drives away, repels, or eliminates.
fugue (fewg) n. a period of memory
loss during which the patient leaves
his usual surroundings and wan-
ders aimlessly or staris a new life
elsewhere. It is oflen preceded by
psychological conflict and depres-
sion (see dissoclative disorder) or it
may be associated with organic
mental disease.

fulguration (electrodesicca-
tlon) (ful-gewr-ay-shén) n. the
destruction with a diathermy in-
strument of warts, growths, or un-
wanted areas of tissue, particularly
inslde the bladder.

fulminating (fulminant, fulgu-
rant) (ful-min-ayt-ing) ad). de-
scribing a condition or symptom
that Is of very sudden onset, severe,
and of short duratlon.

fumigation (few-mig-ay-shén) n.
the use of gases or vapours, such as
formaldehyde or chlorine, to bring
about disinfestation of clothing,
bulldings, elc.

functional disorder (funk-shén-
al) n. a condition in which a patient
complains of symptoms for which
no physical cause can be found.
Such a condltion Is frequently an in-
dication of a psychieatric disorder.
Compare organlc (disorder).

fi i ] d\ plc sinus
surgery (FE88) n. surgery of the
paranasal sinuses using endo-
scopes. Routes of sinus drainage and
aeration that are blocked by disease
are cleared and enlarged, allowlng
the rest of the sinuses to return o
normal.

tuncth

Ind d
P
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@ n.alabler ded
by the WHO for assessing the degree
of whole-person disability, being
particularly useful for judging the
extenl of recovery from serious in
Jury. It has five grades, ranging
from 0 (fully independent) lo 4 (com
pletely dependent).

Functional Recovery Index n
an international index, published
by the World Health Organization,
that grades the degree of recovery
afler serious injury.

functional residual capacity
(FRC) n. the volume of air that re
mains In the lungs after normal ex
piration.

fundoplication (fun-doh-pli-kay
shén) n. a surglcal operation for g
tro h ! reflux di In
which the upper part of the stom
ach is wrapped around the lowe
oesophagus.

(fund-08-kdpi) n. examination of the
interlor of the eye by means of an
ophthalmaoscope.

fundus (fun-diis) 2. 1. the base ofa
hollow organ: the part farthest from
the opening. 2. the Interlor concav
ity forming the back of the eyeball
opposite the pupil.

funglcide (fun-)i-syd) n. an agent
that kills fungi. See also antifungal

fungold (fung-oid) 1. adj. resem
bling a Mungus. 2. n. a fungus-like
growth.

fungus (fung-is) n. (pl. fungh s
simple organism (formerly reganinl
as a plant) that lacks the green ply
ment chlorophyll. Fungi include the
yeasts, rusts, moulds, and mush
rooms. Some specles infect nm
cause disease In humans. Somne
yeasts are a good source of vitamin
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B and many antiblotics are obtained
from the moulds (see peniclllin). See
also yeast. —fungal adj.

funiculitis (few-nik-yoo-ly-tis) n. in-
flammation of the spermatic cord.

funiculus (few-nlk-yoo-lis) n. 4.
any of the three main columns of
white inatter found in each lateral
half of the spinal cord. 2. a bundle of
nerve fibres enclosed in a sheath. 3.
(formerly) the spermatic cord or
umbllical cord.

FVC

treat fluid retention (cedema) asso-
clated with heart, llver, or kidney
dlsease and also high blood pres-
sure. Trade name: Lasix.

furuncle (fewr-ung-kil) 2. see boil.

furunculosls (fewr-unk-yoco-loh-
sls) n. the occurrence of several
bolls (furuncles) at the same time,
usually caused by Staphylococcus
aureus Infection.

fusldic acld (fewsld-lk) n. a
slerold anllblol lc used to treat

funis (few-nis) n. (In y) any

cordlike structure, especially the
umbilical cord.

funnel chest (fun-l) n. a develop-
mental abnormallty in which the
aternum is depressed and the ribs
nnd costal cartilages curve inwards.

name;

tum.
furor (fewr-or) n. indiscriminate
violence and destructiveness, oc-
curring especlally during a perfod
nr menua.l conmslon due to epllepsy.
fr ide) (fewr-
os-&myd) n. a loop diuretlc admin-
Istered by mouth or injectlon to

| skin and eye infec-
llons l( Is administered topically.
Trade names: Fucldin, Fucithal-
mic.

fustform (few-zi-form) adj. spindle-
shaped; tapering al both ends.

tuslon (few-zhdn) n. 4. the jolning
together of two structures by
surgery. For example, fusion of two
or more veriebrae Is performed to
stabilize an unstable spine. 2. the
Joining (ogether of two slructures
by growth. Fusion of the epiphyses
during development is the cause of
arresied growth of slature.

FVC n. see (forced) vital capacity.
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GABA 1. see gamma-aminobutyric
acid.

GAD n. see glulamic acld decar-
boxylase.

gag (gag) n. (in medlcine) an instru-
ment that is placed between a pa.
tlent’s leeth to keep his mouth open.

gag reflex (pharyngeal reflex)
n. a normal reflex action caused by
contraction of pharynx muscles
when the solt palate or posterior
pharynx is touched. The reflex Is
used 1o test the integrily of the
vagus and glossopharyngeal nerves.

galt (gayt) a. a manner of walking.
ataxic g. an unsleady uncoordinated
walk due to diseasc of the sensory
nerves or cercbellum. See ataxia.
cerebellar g. a staggering walk due
to disease of the cerebellum. spastic
2. a stiff shufMing walk in which the
legs are held together.

galact lacto-) prefixd
1. milk. 2. galactose.

pgalactagogue (gi-lak-ti-gog) n. an
agent thal slimulales the secretion
of milk or increases milk Nlow.

galactocele (gi-lak-toh-seel) n. 1.
a breast cyst containing milk,
caused by closure of a milk duct. 2.
an accumulation of milky liquld in
the sac surrounding the testis (see
hydrocele).

galactorrhoea (gé-lak-td-ree-3) n.
4. abnormally copious milk secre-
tion. 2, secretion of milk afler
breast feeding has been slopped.

galactosaemia (gi-lak-loh-see-

mia)n. an inborn Inability to utilize
the sugar galactose, which in con
sequence accumulates in the blood
Untreated, affecied Infants fail 10
thrive and become mentally re
tarded, but iIf galactose Is eliminated
from the diet growth and develop
ment may be normal.

galactose (gi-lak-1ohz) n. a simple
sugar and a constituent of the milk
sugar lactose. Galactose is con
verted to glucose in the liver.

gal Ine (gd-lant-3-meen) n
see acetylcholinesterase inhibitor

galea (gay-lid) n. 1. a helmet
shaped anatomical pari. 2. a type of
head bandage.

galenlcal (gi-len-ikdl) n. a phn
maceulical preparatlon of a drug of
anlmal or plant origin.

gallamine (gal-4-meen) 2. a druy
administered by Injection to pro
duce muscle relaxation duriou
anaesthesia (see muscle relaxan)
Trade name: Flaxed}.

gall bladder (gawl) n. a pem
shaped sac (7-10 cm long). lying un
derneath the right lobe of the livin
In which bile Is stored (see illustia
tion). The gall bladder is a commn
site of stone formation (see gail
stone).

Gallle’s operation (gal-iz) n. nn
operation in which strips of famia
taken from (he thigh are used an sy
turing material to repair a herni
[W. E. Gallie (1882-1959), Canadiui
surgeon)
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gallipot (gal-i-pot) n. a small pot for
holding lotions or olntments.

palllum (gal-iam) 7. a silvery metal-
lic element. A radioisolope of gal-
llum can be used for the detection of
lymphomas and areas of infection
(nuch as an abscess) following intra-
venous injectlon. Symbol: Ga.

gallstone (gawl-stohn) n. a hard

gametogenesis

8. aform of electrotherapy in which
direct current is used to stimulate
the activity of nerves or the muscles
they supply. See also faradlsm.
galvanometer (gal-vi-nom-lt-er)
n. an Instrument for measuring the
strength of an electric current.
gamete (gam-ect) n. a mature sex
cell: the ovum of the female or the

innss d of bile
cholesterol, and calclum salts, in
varying proportions, that can form
In the gall bladder. They may cause
severe pain (see billary (colic)) or
Ihey may pass into the common blle
duct and cause obstructive jaundice
wr cholangltis. Treatment Is usually
hy surgical removal of the gall blad-
der (see cholecysteciomy) or by re-
moving the stones themselves,
which can be either dissolved using
{iflo salts given by mouth, or shat-
tured by ultrasound waves.
galvanism (gal-vd-nizm) n. (for-
merly) any form of medical treat-
ment using electricity. interrupted

hepatic duct pancreatic duct

yell bladder
cyatic duct

common
bile duct

duodenum

wiftica of common
g duct and
pani raatic duct

pancreas

Ihw gall bladdér and pancreas

sper of the male. Gametes
are haploid, containing half the nor-
mal number of chromosomes.
gamete Intrafalloplan transfer
(GIFT) (intra-f-loh-plan) n. a pro-
cedure for assisting conception,
suitable for women whose Falloplan
tubes are normal but in whom some
other factor, such as endometriosis,
prevents conceplion. Using needle
aspiratlon, under laparoscopic or
ultrasonlc guidance, ova are re-
moved from the ovary. Aller being
mixed with the partner's spermato-
zoa, they are introduced into a Fal-
lopian tube, where feriilization
takes place. The fertilized ovum Is
subsequently implanied in the
uterus. A simllar procedure Is used
in zygote intrafallopian transfer
(ZIFT), except that fertilization oc-
curs in vitro and the zygote Is In-
troduced Into a Fallopian tube.
gametocide (gam-i-toh-syd) n. a
drug that kllls gametocytes.
gametocyte (gd-meet-oh-syt) n.
any of the cells that are in the
process of developlng into gametes
by undergoing gametogenesis.
Is (gam-i-l

si8) n. the process by which sper-
matozoa and ova are formed. In both
sexes the precursor cells undergo
melosls, which halves the number
of chr See « i
spermatogenesls.




gamgee tissue

pamgee tissue (gam-ee) n. a
thick layer of absorbent cotion be-
tween (wo layers of gauze, used asa
surgical dressing.

gammsa-aminobutyric acld
(GABA) (gam-i-&-meen-oh-bew-ti-
rik) 2. an amino acid found In the
central nervous system, predomi-
nantly in the brain, where it acts as
an inhibitory neurotransmitter.

gammea camers 5. a plece of ap-
paratus that detects radioactivity Iin
the form of gamma rays emitted by
radioactive isotopes that have been
Introduced into the body as tracers.
The posltion of the source of the
radloactivity can be plotied and
displayed on a TV monitor or
photographlc film. See scintillator.

gammaglobulin (gam-&-glob-yoo-
lin) . any of a class of proteins (see
globulin) present in the blood
plasma. Almast all gammaglobulins
are immunoglobulins,
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gli- (nangllo-) prefix d:
aganglion.

gangllon (gang-11-dn) n. (pl. gan-
glla) 1. (In neurology) any struc:
(ure containing a collection of nerve
cell bodles and often also numbers
of synapses. Ganglia are found in
the sympathetic and parasympa-
thetic nervous systems. Within the
central nervous system certain well-
defined masses of nerve cells are
called ganglia (see basal ganglia). 2.
an abnormal but harmless swelling
(cyst) that sometimes forms in ten-
don sheaths, especlally at the wrist.

gangllonectomy (gang-li-6n-ek-
tdml) n. surgical removal of a gan-
glion cyst.

gangrene (gang-reen) n. death and
decay of part of the body due (o de:
Aclency or cessation of blood sup-
ply. The causes include disease, in-
Jury. or atheroma in major blood
vessels, frostbite or severe burns,

rays pi. n. electr Ic

and dl such as dlab melli-

radlation of wavelengths shorter
than X-rays, given off by certain
radioactive substances. Gamma
rays used In nuclear medicine have
higher energy than diagnostic X-
rays and greater penetration;
higher doses are used in radio-
therapy. Gamma rays are harmful
to living tissues and can be used to
sterilize certain materlals and to
kill bacterta as a means of food
preservation.
@amo- prefix denoting marriage.
ganciclovir (gan-sy-kloh-veer) n.
an antiviral drug used to treat se:
vere cytomegalovirus infectlons,
mainly In patients with AIDS. It is
adminlstered by mouth, injection,
or as eye drops. Trade names:
Cymevene, Virgan.

tus and Raynaud's disease. dry g.
death and wlithering of lissues
caused simply by a cessation of local
blood clrculation. moist g. death and
putrefactive decay of tissue caused
by bacterial infection. See also gas
gangrene.

Ganser s